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C HAP. XXVIIL 

l^he Hijiory of the Cappadocians. 

S E C T. I. 

"The Defcription of Cappadocia* .. 

THIS country was known to the ancients by the Natrn and 
name of Syria or AiTyria, and the inhabitants by div^on. 
that of Leucofyri. It borrowed the^ name of 
Cappadocia^ according to Plihy % from the Tiver Cappa- 
dox ; according to Herodianus **, from Cappadocus, the 
founder of this nation and kingdom* Cappadocia^ in an-^ 
cient times, comprifed all that country which lies be- 
tween Mount Taurus and the Euxine fea ; and was di«- 
vided by the Perfians into two fatrapies,-or governments; 
by the Macedonians, into two kingdoms, the one called 
Cappadocia ad Taurum, and Cappadocia Magna ; the 
other Cappadocia ad Pontum, and commonly Pontus. 
Cappadocia Magna, or Cappadocia properly fo called, 
lies between the 38th and 41ft degrees of north latitude ; 
bounded by Pontus on the north 5 by Lycaonia, and part 
of Armenia Minor on the fouth ; .by Galatia on the weft ; 



a Lib. vi. cap* 3. 
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z The Hyiory of Cappadocia. 

and by the Euphrates, and part of Armenia Minor on the 
caft. Under king Archelaus, and Tome of his predecef- 
fors, Cappadocia was divided into ten prefe£lures, five of 
which lay near Mount Taurus ; viz. Melitena, Cataonia, 
Cilicia, Tyanitis, Iflauritis \ the other five comprehended 
the remaining part of the kingdom ; but Strabo gives no 
information as to their (ituatton. and the towns of note 
which thef contained. 
Cities, The metropolis of all Cappadocia, in ancient times, 

was Mazaca, or Eufebia, called afterwards Csefarea, by 
Tiberius, in honour of Auguftus. This latter name it 
ftill retains, being called by the inhabitants Kefaria. It 
is built round a rock, as Tavernier informs us, on the 
top of which (lands a caftle, and is ftiii a^ populous and 
confiderable city. It was the fee of the renowned St. 
Bafil, and its archbiftiop holds the firft rank among the 
prelates who are under the patriarch of Conftantinople. 
The other cities of note in Cappadocia are, Comana, call- 
ed Comana Cappadocia, to diftinguilh it from another 
city of the fame name in-Pontus. Nylfa, in Chridian 
times, the fee of Gregory, furnamed NyfTenus, and 
brother to St. Bafil. Nazianzum, the fee and place of 
nativity of another Gregoryi no lefs celebrated by thp 
writers of ecclefiaftical hiftory. Archelais, fo called from 
Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, who either founded or 
repaired and embelliihed it. Diocaefarea« placed by 
Pliny in Cappadocia, by others in Phrygia. Fauftino- 
polis, fo called in honour of Fauftina, wife to the emperor 
Antoninus. Cabiftra, mentioned by Tully in his letters ^. 
Pterium, memorable for the overthrow of Croefus by Cy- 
rus, which was attended with the ruin of the Lydiaa 
kingdom. 
ti'vers. The rivers of this country that deferve any notice, are, 

the Melas, which rifes in the weftern borders of Galatia, 
but pafles through the fouthern borders of this king- 
dom and Armenia, and falls into the Euphrates ; the 
Halys, which rifing near Nazianzum, bends firft to the 
weft, then to the north, paiTes through Galatia and 
Paphlagonia, and difcharges itfelf into the Euxine fea, 
between Sinope and Amifus ; the Iris, now Cafalmach, 
which, as Strabo informs us, pafled through Amafia, his 
own country, and, receiving the Themifcrya, falls into 
the Euxine fea, not far from Amifus. 

« Cic. lib, XV. Epift. K. ad Senat. & ad Attic, lib. r. Epift. t8. 

Thi*. 
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- This country produces excellent wines, and moft kinds Soil anJ 
t)f fruit ; and was formerly rich in mines of filver, brafs^ climate^ 
iron, and alum ; affording alfo alabafter, cryftal, jafper, 
and onyx-ftone. But it was chiefly celebrated by the an- 
cients for its breed of horfes, which were, and ftiil are, 
ki great requeft. Some parts of Cappadocia are very , 
mountainous and barren, the Antitaurus running through 
thofe provinces which border on the two Armenias. In 
this part of Cappadocia (lands Mount Argaus, of fuch an 
extraordinary height* that one may fee, as fome authors 
relate, from the top of it, the Euxine fea on one fide, and 
the Mediterranean on the other. 

Cappadocia was probably peopled by Togarmah, the Origin. 
laft fon of Gomer, and his defcendents. 

As to the ftate of this nation in the early times, we find Govern* 
no traces in hiftory. Cappadocia [was, without all doubt, ment. 
a province of the kingdom of Lydia ; and after the over- 
throw of Crcefu3> pafled from the Lydians to the Per- 
fians, to whom the Cappadocians paid an annual tribute, 
as Strabo writes •*, of fifteen hundred horfes, two thou- 
fand mules, and fifty thoufand flieep. The firft king of 
Cappadocia we find mentioned in hiftory- is Pharnaces, a 
noble Perfian, who, having faved Cyrus from a ra- 
venous lion, running full fpeed againft him while he was 
hunting, was rewarded with his fitter jfitofla, and the 
kingdom of Cappadocia. This country was afterward^ 
fubdued by the Macedonians, and changed into a pro* 
vince ; but again reftored to its former ftate by Ariara- 
thes III. This prince, ufing the opportunity afforded by 
the diflenfions that reigned among the fucceflbrs of Alex- 
ander, put Amyntas their governor to death, and, with 
forces raifed in Armenia, reinftated himfelf in the king- 
dom, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity ; who held it 
till the reign of Ariarathes VIIL.thc laft of the royal race 
of Pharnaces. Two other families reigned in Cappado- 
cia, namely, thofe of Ariobarzanes and Archelaus ; but 
under the latter the kingdom was changed into a province 
of the Roman empire, nor ever more returned to its 
former ftate. It was enlarged under the emperors, by the 
addition of Pontus, and part of Paphlagonia ; and thus 
it ftood in the time o£ Ptolemy, who reckons Pontus 
Galaticus, Cappadocius, and Polemonaicus, as parts of 
this province. It was afterwards divided into ten pre- 
fedures; but, in the tin^e of Conftantine the Great, 

' Strab. lib. xii. p« 370. 

B 2 Pontus, 
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Pontus, Lycaonia, and Pifidia, being made diftinft pro- 
vinces, Cappadoeia was confined to its former bounds (A). 
ReDglan. The religion of the ancient Cappadocians was much the 

fame with that of the Pcrfians. At Comana there was a 
{lately and rich temple, confecrated to Bellona, whofc 

Eriells and attendants of both fexes amounted, in Stra- 
o's time> to the number of fix thoufand, and upwards. 
The priefts and their attendants ufed to reprcfent battles 
on ftated days, cutting and wounding each other in a 
tranfport of enthufiaftic fury. No lefs famous and magni- 
ficent were the temple^ of Apollo Cataniiis, or Cataonius, 
at Daflacum ; and of Jupiter in the province of Morimena, 
which laft had three thoufand facred fervants, or religious 
votaries. The chief prieft was next in rank to that of 
Comana, and- had, as Strabo informs us *, a yearly re- 
venue of fifteen talents. Diana Pcrfica was worfliipped in 
the city of Caftaballa, where women, <levoted to the 
worihip of that goddefs, were reported to tread bare-foot 
on burning coals, without receiving any harm. The tem- 
ples of Diana, at Diofpolis> and of Anias, at Zela, were 
. likewife held in great veneration both by the Cappadocians 
and Armenians, who flocked to them from all parts. In 
the latter were tendered all oaths in matters of confe- 
quence; and the" chief among the priefts was no way in- 
' ferior in dignity, power, or wealth, to any in the king- 

dom, having a royal attendance; and an uncontroled power 
over all the inferior officers and fervants of the temple. 
Chafa3tr. The Cappadocians, in the time of the Romans^ were 
reputed fo vicious, lewd, and addicted to all manner of 
vice, that, befides the fliare they h^d in the old Greek 
proverb, they were fo infamous among other nations, that 
a wicked and impious man was emphatically called a Cap- 
padocian. 

« Strab. lib. xii. p. 375. 



(A) The emperor Valens 
divided Cappadocta into two 
provinces, Cappadoeia Prima, 
and Cappadoeia Secunda, mak- 
ing Tyana the metropolis of 
the latter. We are told, that 
Valens, who was a great abet- 
tor of the Arian faftion, did 
this in oppofition to St. Bali!, 
who, being bifhop of Caefa- 
rea, the metropolis of all Cap- 
padoeia, prevented the fpread- 



ing of that hei*efy in places 
under his jurifdidtion. In>this 
ftate Cappadoeia continued till 
the ere^ing of the new empire 
of Trebifond, with which it 
fell into the hands of the 
Turks, by whom the whole 
province, with the addition of 
Pontus, 18 now called Amafia, 
after the. name of that city, 
where the beglerbeg of Ana- 
tolia refides. 
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Wc have no fyftem of their laws. As to their com- ^w/ aim 
mcrcc, they carried on a very conGderable trade in horfes, "'^'* 
great numbers whereof their country produced ; and we 
read of them in Scripture, as frequenting the fairs of 
Tyre with this commodity. As Cappadocia abounded 
with mines of filver, br^fs, iron, and^lum, and afforded 
alabafter, cryftal, and jafper* it is reafonable to fuppofc 
that they fupplied the neighbouring countries with thcfe 
commodities. From the reigns of their kings wc fliall be 
able to judge of their military capacity. 



SECT. II. 

T'he Reigns of the Kings of Cappadocia. 

'T^ H E firft king of Cappadocia we read of in hiftory, Thamactu 
^ was Pharnaces, preferred by Cyrus to the crown, 
who gave him in marriage his filler Atoifa \ this is all 
we read of him in ancient writers. Xenophon calls him 
Aribxus, and fays, he was killed in a war with the Hyr- 
canians. 

Pharnaces was fucceeded by his fon Smerdis, mention- Smtrdu, 
ed only by Diodorus; and he by his fon Atamnas, or Atamnas. 
Ariaramnes. This laft cultivated a good underftanding 
with the Perfians, and ferved in the army of Darius, the 
fon of Hyftafpes, by whom he was employed againft the 
Scythians ; in which expedition he took Marfagetes, theic 
king's brother, and prefcnted him bound to Darius. 

His fon Anaphas is celebrated By the ancients for his Anaphas. 
ikili in military affairs. He renewed the alliance which 
his father had made with the Perfians ; and. was chofen 
one of the feven princes of Perfia, probably in the room 
of Intaphernes, who was put to death by Darius for plot- 
ting a change in the government. 

Anaphas II. fucceeded his father; but did nothing Anaphas 
worth mentioning. His fon Datames fucceeded him, the i^* 
firft of his family that waged war againft the Perfians ; ^^^ma. 
we know not oawhat provocation.. In that war, having 
hazarded a general engagement, his army was cut in pieces^ 
and himfelf flain. ^ 

His fon, ^riaramnes, reigned fifty years. In his time Ariati 
the Perfians invaded Cappadocia, and having reduced ^** 
great part of it, appointed Datames, brother to Aria- 
ramnes, governor, by way of reward for his fervices 
againft the Cadufians> whom he had fubdued. 

B 3 Aria- 
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Ariarathes afcended the throne on his father^s death» 
and admitted his brother Olopbernes to partake of the 
fame power. He acconipanied Artaxerxes Ocbus in his 
expedition againft the Egyptians \ and, on that occifion, 
fignalized himfelf above all the other commanders of the 
Perfian army. He was fucceed^d by his. brother do- 
pherneS) who reigned alone; but, in the fucceffion to 
the crown, preferred Ariarathes, his brother's fon, to his 
own children. 

Ariarathes II. reigned in the ti^ie of Alexander the 
Great, and continued faithful to the Ferfians at a time 
when moft of the other princes fubhiitted to the con-f 
queror. Alexander was prevented, by death, from in- 
vading his dominions; but Perdiccas, marching againft 
him with a powerful and well difciplined army, difpeffed 
his forces, and having taken Ariarathes prifoner> crucified 
him, ^Jvith all thofe of the royal blood whom he could gt% 
into his power ^ DiodorusS tells us, that he was killed 
In the battle. He is faid to have reigned eighty-two years. 

His fon, Ariarathes III. having efcaped the general 
flaughter of the royal family, fled into Armenia, wherQ 
he lay concealed till the civil diflenfions, which rpfe among 
the Macedonians, gave him a fair opportunity of recover- 
ing his paternal kingdom, which he tranfmitted to his 
poilerity. Amyntas, at that time governor of Cappadocia. 
oppofed him, but was overcome in a pitched battle, and 
the Macedonians were obliged to abandon the fortified 
places which they pofTefled. Ariarathes, after a peaceable 
yeign of many years, left the kingdom to his fon, 

Ariaramnes II. who did nothing worth mentioning, but 
was greatly refpecled by all the neighbouring princes on 
account of his good-nature, juftice, and other princely 
virtues. During his reign the kingdom was in a more 
flourifhiiig condition than it had been under any of his 
predecefTors, he having maintained a good underftanding 
with the adjoining Hates, and applied himfelf more to the 
arts of peace than war. He was fucceed by his fon, 

Ariarathes IV. whom he had taken for. an affociate iri 
• the kingdom during his life-time. Ariarathes proved s^ 
very warlike prince, and having overcome Arfaces, foun- 
der of the Parthian monarchy, confiderably enlarged hh; 
own dominions. 

He was fucpeeded by his fon Ariarathes V. who mar- 
rying the daughter of Antiochus the Great, entered intq 

f Appian. in Mithpdat. Curtius, lib. xi^. f Pio(lor,Hb.xv2ii. 



The Htfiory of Cdppadocta. 7 

an alliance with that prince againft the Romans ; but An*- 
tiochus being conquered^ Ariarathes fent ambailadors to 
fue for peace, which he obtained, after having paid two 
hundred talents, by wa]r of fine, for taking up arms againft 
the people of Rome without any juft provocation. He 
afterwards concluded an alliance with the Romans, and 
aflifted them with men and money* againft Pcrfes ; on 
which confideration, he was, by the fenate, honoured 
with the title of friend and ally of the people of Rome. 
In fome difputes that arofe between him and Pharn^ces II. 
king of Pontus, concerning the confines of Cappadocia 
and Galatia, he referred the whole matter to the Roman 
legates, who decided in his favour, as the juftice of his caufe 
demanded. He left the kingdom, in a very fiourifhing 
condition, to his fon Mithridates, who, upon his acceffion 
to the crown, took the name of Ariarathes. 

Ariarathes VI. furnamed Philopator, from the filial re- Ariarathis 
fpe£t and love he ihewed his father, difpatched ambafia- K^* 
dors to Rome, to acquaint the fenate with his acceflion to 
the crown, ai^d to renew the alliance which his father had 
made with the people of Rome. The ambafladors were 
kindly received, the alliance was rencwedy and the king " 
highly commended by the fenate for the refpe6b he had 
(hewn to the republic. He reftored Mithrobarzanes, fon 
to Zadriades, king of the Lefler Armenia, to his father's 
kingdom, merely out of good- nature, though he forefaii^ 
the Armenians would embrace that opportunity to join 
Artaxias, who threatened him with war, and was ready 
to invade Cappadocia. But all thefe differences were fettled 
before they came to open rupture, by the Roman legates, 
Tiberius Gracchus, Lucius Lentulus, and Servilius Glau- 
cius. Ariarathes, feeing himfelf thus delivered from an 
impending war by the mediation of the Romans, fent am- His attach^ 
bafiadors to prefent the fenate with a golden crown, and tmnt to tkf 
tender his fervice wherever they thought fit to employ his ^omanj. 
arms. The fenate accepted of the crown, and requited 
the prefent with a ftaff, and chair of ivory, which they 
beftowed on fuch only as were looked upon as entirely 
attached to their intereft. Demetrius Soter, king of Sy- 
ria, had offered him in marriage his filter, the widow of 
Perfes, king of Macedonia 5 but Ariarathes had rejefted 
the offer, for fear of giving offence to the Romans. For 
this refufal, in particular, the fenate returned him thanks, 
and enjoined the ambaffadors to acquaint their mafter, 
that the fenate and people of Rome were fully convinced 
of bis attachment to them, and ready to ibew^ on all oc- 

fi 4 cafiopsj 
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caGons, how much they regarded the interefts of their 
true friends and allies'*, among whom they accounted 
^riarathes the chief, and moft faithful. The king in a 
little time found, by experience, that their proteftations 
were fincere ; for Orophernes, or, as others call him, 
Holophernes, pretending to be the lawful fon of Ariara- 
thes V. and the elder brother, had recourfe to Demetrius 
Soter, who was greatly incenfed againft Ariarathes for 
flighting the match which he had propofed with his.fifter. 
Demetrius was eafily prevailed upon to efpoufe his caufe, 
though he knew that Orophernes was but a fuppofititious, 
or, as fomc write, a natural, fon of the deceafed king. 
£umepes, king of Pergamus, was ordered by the Romans 
to join Ariar^thes with all his forces, and aflift him againft 
Demetrius to the utmoft of his po^'^er. He ailifted him 
4riarMthi4 accordingly, but to no efFe<S ; for the armies of the con- 
iiri*ven out i federate kings wer^ worfted, and Arjarathes was obliged 
h^^^' to abandon the kingdom to his rival *. 
YrTof FU Orophernes, being put in pofleffion of Cappadocia, dif- 
»i89. patched ambafladors to Rome with a golden crown of 
Ante Chr. great value ; which the fenate declined to accept, till fuch 
^ 59- time as they heard his pretenfions to the kingdom of Cap- 
. - T padocia, which he, by fuborned witneffes, made appear 
h Attains, ^^ plain, that the fenate decreed Ariarathes and he (hould 
reign together as brother^ and partners in the kingdom '^^ 
But Orophernes was the fame year driven out by Attalus, 
brother to Eumenes, and his fucceflbr in the kingdom of 
Pergamus, and Ariarathes reftored to the entire pofleflion 
of his paternal kingdom. Orophernes being expelled, 
Ariarathes fent ambafladors to demand of the Prienians 
four hundred talents, which Orophernes had depoGted in 
their hands. The Prienians honeftly replied, tlikt, as 
they had been trufted with the money, they could not, 
without breach of the truft repofcd in them, deliver it to 
any one except Orophernes himfelf, or fuch as came in 
Jfiahs his name. Hereupon the king entered their territories in 
njpar a- a boftile manner, and, wafting them with fire and fword, 
gainft the though the fhould frightep the Prienijns into a compliance 
Fnenians \ ^j^jj^ ^j^ demands. But neither his threats, nor the calami- 
ties they fuffered, could prevail upon them to betray their 
tiuft; evea in the height of their mfferes, while their 
pity was befieged by the joipt forces of ^Ariarathes and 
Attalus, they found means to reftore the entire fum to 

1» Polyb. Legat. 119. Diodor. Sicul. Legat. 54. * Pdlyb. 

lib ill. p. ]6i. Liv. libl xlvji. Juftir. lib. xxxv. cap, 1. A{>piafi« 
Sy.riac, p.,ii8« ^onar, exDjone. ^ Appian. Syriac. p. 118. 

Orophernes. 
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Orophernes, though the king had threatened them with 
utter deftruftion, in cafe it was not delivered to hii^i upoa 
his entering the city, which he hoped to be mafter of in a 
few days. Bat, in the mean time, the Prienians appeal- 
ing the Romans, the two kings were enjoined by the 
legates to raife the fiege, and withdraw their forces, on 
pain of being deemed enemies to the republic. Ariarathes ^f^j ^^ d^, 
readily complied .with the legate's orders ; and marching murius 
into Syria, joined Alexander Epiphanes againft Demetrius Saur. 
Soter, by whom he had been formerly driven out of his 
kingdom. In the firft engagement Demetrius was flain, 
and his army entirely routed and difperfed ; Ariarathes 
having on that occafion exhibited uncommon proofs of 
his courage and conduft. 

Some years after this event, a war breaking out between joins the 
the Romans and Ariftonicus, who claimed the kingdom of Romans a* 
Pergamus; in right of his father, he affifted the former to g^^^'fi ^rsf- 
the utmoft of his power, and was flain in the fame battle '.^^^"•'•^^^ 
in which P. Crafl'us, proconful of Afia, was taken, and 
the Roman army cut in pieces. He left fix fons by his 
wife Laodice, on whom the people of Rome beftowed 
Lycaonia and Cilicia. But Laodjce, fearing her children, 
when they came of age, would take the government out 
of her hands, poifoned five of them, the youngeft only 
having efcapcd her cruelty, by being privately conveyed 
out of the kingdom. . Laodice was foon after put to death 
by the Cappadocians, wlio could not fubmit to her cruel 
and tyrannical government, and the young king .placed on 
the throne of his anceftors *. 

Ariarathes VII. foon after his acceffion to the crown, Ariaratha 
married Laodice, daughter to Mithridates the Great, in VIL 
hopes of having in that prince a powerful friend to fupport 
him againft Nicomedes, king of Bithynia, who laid claim 
to part of Cappadocia. But Mithridates, without any re- js poifoned 
gard either to friendfhip or affinity, fuborned one .Gordius hy Mithri* 
to poifon him ; and, on his death, feized the kingdom, datesttvff 
under pretence of maintaining the rights of the Cappadb- ^f^^^^ '^* 
cians againft Nicomedes, till the children^ of Ariarathes ^^^'S^'"' 
ihould be in a condition to govern and defend the king- 
dom for themfelves. The Cappadocians were at firft very 
thankful to Mithridates, as not entertaining any manner 
of fufpicion againft him ; but finding him unwilling to 
lefign the kingdom to the lawful heir, they rofe up in 

I Juftin, lib. XXX vii. cap. i. 

I arms, 
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%■ 
arms^ and, driving out all his garrifons, placed on' the 
throne the eldeil fon of their deceafed king, namely, 
Artarathes Ariarathes VIII. who was foon engaged in a war with 
I^IIL Nicomedes, king of Bithynia, that prince laying claim to 
fome of the provinces which bordered on this kingdom. 
In this war Mithridates joined his nephew, and not only 
forced Nicomedes to abandon Cappadocia, but deprived 
him of great part of his own dominions. A .peace being 
9i laft concluded between the kings of Bithynia and Cap- 
padocia, Mithridates, feeking fome pretence to quarrel 
,with Ariarathes, inGfted upon his recalling Gordius, who 
had murdered his father : which propofal the other re- 
je<^ing with abhorrence, both princies began to prepare for 
war. Mithridates firft took the field, hoping to over* 
run Cappadocia before Ariarathes could be in a condition 
to make head againft him. But, contrary to his expec- 
tation, he was met on the frontiers by Ariarathes, at the 
bead of an army no way inferior to his own. Thus an- 
Murdired ticipaced, he invited Ariarathes to a conference ; and, in 
by Mithri" the fight of both armies, ftabbed him with a dagger, 
daies. which he had concealed under his garment, as we have 

related in the Hiftory of Pontus. This blow ftruck fuch 
terror into the Cappadpcians, that they immediately dif- 
perfed, and gave Mithridates an opportunity of poffefling 
himfelf of the kingdom without the lead oppofition- But 
he did not long enjoy his unjuft.acquifition. The Cappa- 
docians, not being able to endure the tyranny and cruelty 
of his prefefts, (hook oiF the yoke, and recalling the 
king's brother, who had fled into the province of Afia, 
proclaimed him king. 
Ariarathes Ariarathes IX. was fcarce fettled on the throne, whep 
IX. Mithridates invaded his kingdom at the head of a very 
h driven numerous armyj defeated him with great flaughter, and 
^thyUi' obliged him to abandon the kingdom to the conqueror. 
thridatesy Xbe king foon after died of grief, and Mithridates be- 
,and dies of (^q^^j Cappadocia on his fon, who was then but eight 
*^''''' years old, giving him alfo the name of Ariarathes". 

But Nicomedes Philopator, king of Bithynia, fearing that 
Mithridates, having now got poffeffionof the whole king- 
dom of Cappadocia, would invade his territories, fuhprned 
a youth to pafs himfelf upon the fenate for the third fon 
of Ariarathes, and to prefent them a petition, in order to 
be reftored to his father's kingdom. With him he feot 

>" Juftin. Ub. xxxvjii. cap. i, s. 

to 
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to Rome Laodke, fifter to Mithridates, whom be had 
married after the death of her former hufband Ariarathes, 
Laodice declared before the fenate, that (he had three fons 
by Ariarathes, and that the petitioner was one of them ; 
but that fhe had been obliged to keep him concealed, leil 
be (hould undergo the fame fate that befel his brothers. 
The fenate affured him, that they would reindate him in 
his kingdom y for the tranfa£tion was carried on with 
fuch art, that they had not the leaft fufpicion of any de- 
ceit. But, in the mean time, Mithridates having notice of 
thefe tranfa£tions, difpatched Gordius to Rome, %o unde- 
ceive the fenate, and perfuade them, that the youth, to 
whom he had refigned the kingdom of Cappadocia, was 
the lawful fon of the late king, and grandfpn to Ariarathes, 
who had affifted the Romans againft Ariilonicus, and loft 
his life in their fervice ". This unexpedled embafly in- MMnJa- 
duced the fenate to enquire more narrowly into the us ordirtd 
truth ; the whole plot was difcovered, and Mithridates or- h '^^ ^•- 
dered to refign Cappsidocia. Paphlagonia was at the fame ^^''^^^ re- 
time taken for Nicomedes, and both kingdoms declared p^^^fa' 
free. But the Cappadocians fent ambaffadors to Rome, 
acquainting the fenate, that they could not live without a 
king. The fenate gave them leave to eleft a king of their 
own nation, for the royal family of Pharnaces was extind. 
They chofe unanimoufly Ariobarzanes j and their ele61:ion 
was approved by the fenate, that prince having, on all oc- 
cafions, (hewn himfelf a fteady friend to the Romans °. 

Ariobarzanes had fcarce taken pofleflion of his new ^^,*^|.. 
kingdom, when he was difpoffefled by Tigranes, king of t&anesL 
the Greater Armenia, who refigned it to the fon of Mi- dri<venout 
thridates, according to the articles of an alliance previ- h'^'gra- 
oufly concluded between thefe two princes. Ariobar- J^jJ^^^!" 
zanes fled to Rome, and, having engaged the fenate in ' 

hiscaufe, he returned into Afia with Sylla, who was en- 
joined to reftore him to his kingdom. This fervice he 
performed, after having, with a fmall body of men, 
routed Gordius, who came to meet him on the borders 
of Cappadocia, at the head of a numerous army. Soon 
after Syila's return, Ariobarzanes was expelled mew by 
Ariarathes, the fon of Mithridates, on whom Tigranes 
bad beftowed the kingdom of Cappadocia. This eveat butreflored 
obliged Sylla to return' into Afia, where he was attended by theRo' 
with the fame fuccefs, and Ariobarzanes placed again on ^^*'- 
the throne. After the death of Sylla, he was the thi^ 

" Juftin. ubi fuprau ? Jullin. lib. xxxviii. cap. i. Strab. 

lib. xii. p. 540. 

time 
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time fofted by Mithridates to abandon his kingdom ; but 
was foon reftored by Pompey ; who, afterhaving entirely 
defeated Mithridates near Mount Stella, rewarded Ario- 
barzanes, for^his fervices duiing the war, with the pro- 
vinces of Sophene, Go^diene, and great part of Cilicia. 
Kefignsthi But he being now advanced in years, and defirous to 
crown to fpend the remainder of his life in eafc, and free from 
kisfom cares, refigned the crown to his fort Ariobarzanes, in pre-- 
fence of Pompey, and never afterwards interfered with 
public affairs. 
Ariobar^ Ariobarzanes II. proved a no lefs faithful ally and 

xanes Ih friend to the Romans than his father had been- He Was 
very ferviceable to Cicero during the time be was pro- 
conful of Cilicia. The civil war breaking out between 
Caefar and Pompey, he fided with the latter ; but, after 
the death of Pompey, was received into favour by C^far, 
who even beftowed upon him great part of Armenia. 
While Caefar was engaged in a war with the Egyptians, 
Pharnaces, king of Pontus, invaded his territories, and de- 
prived him of his paternal kingdom, as well as of his new 
acquifitions. But Pharnaces being overcome by *Caefar, 
he was not only reftored to his kingdom, bat honoured 
Is put to with new titles by the Romans. After the murder of 
death bj Csefar, he refufed to join Calfius" and Brutus, who therc^ 
Cii^tf/ an f^^Q^ having declared him an enemy to the republic^ in- 
vaded his dominions ; and, having taken him prifoner, 
caufed him to be put to death. 
jtrioBar- He was fucceeded by his brother Ariobarzanes III. who 

Kaites III* jwas by Marc Antony deprived both of his life and king- 
dom. In him ended the family of Ariobarzanes. 
Archelaus, Archelaus, the grahdfon of that Arcbelaus who, in the 
Mithridatic war, commanded in chief againft Sylla, was, 
by Antony, placed on the throne of Cappadocia, though 
not related either to the family of Pharnaces, or to that 
of Ariobarzanes. His preferment was entirely owing to 
his mother Glaphyra, a woman of great beauty, but of a 
very loofe behaviour ; who, having gained Antony'sgood 
grace's, obtained, by way of reward for her compliances^ 
the kingdom of Cappadocia for her fon. In the war be- 
tween Auguftus and Antony he joined the latter; yet, at 
the interceffion of the Cappadocians, was not only par- 
doned by Auguftus, but received from him Armenia the 
LelTer, and Cilicia Trachea, for having affiftcd the Ro- 
man praetors in clearing the feas of pirates, who greatly 
infeftcd the coafts of Afia. He contrafted a friencHhip 
with Herod the Great, king of Judaea, and even married 

his 
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his daughter .Glapliyra to Alexander, Herod's fon. Herod 
becoming jealous of his fon, as if he afpired to the king- 
dom, Archelaus took a journey into Judxa, with no other 
view than to remove his fufpicions, and reconcile him to 
his fon ; and his endeavours fucceeded, though, on ac- 
count of new fufpicionSj Alexander was afterwards, by 
his father's order, put to death. Herod accompanied in 
perfon Archelaus, on his return into Cappadocia, as far 
as Antioch. where he recommended him to Titus, then 
prefident of Syria, as the beft friend he had^ After the ' 
death of Alexander, Archelaus gave his children a prince- 
ly education, and (hewed a particular tendernefs and con- 
cern for them till the day of his death. In the reign of Hated hj 
Tiberius, he was.fummoned to appear before, the fcnate ; Tiberitui 
for he had been always hated by Tiberius, becaufe, in his 
retirement at Rhodes, he had paid him no fort of court or 
di&in^ion ; an omiifion which proceeded from no pride 
or averOon to Tiberius, but from the warning given him 
by his friends at Rome : for Caius Caefar, the prefump- 
tive heir to the empire, then lived, and had been fent to 
compofe the affairs of the Eaft ; whence the friendfliip of 
Tiberius was then reckoned dangerous. But when he enticed t§ 
came to the empire, remembering how Archelaus had be- Romt-^ 
baved, he enticed him to Rome by means of letters from 
Livia, who, without diflembling her fon's refen'tment, 
promifed him his'pardon, provided he came to implore it* 
in perfon. He obeyed, the fummons, and haftened to 
Rome ; where he was received by the emperor with great 
wrath and contempt^ and foon after accufed as a criminal 
in the fenate^ The crimes alleged againft him were mere 
(i£^ions \ but his concern, in feeing himfelf treated like a iwkere he 
malefa£):or, was fo great, that he died foon after of grief; dies, and 
or, as others fay, laid violent hands on himfelf p. He ffi^ kingdom 
is faid to have reigned fifty years. Pliny tells us <», that ^IJ^^^^^ 
he wrote a book of agriculture. Upon his death, the province, 
kingdom of Cappadocia was reduced to a province, and 

gbvcrned by thofe of the equeftrian order. 

* 

if Tacit. Annal. lib. i. 1 Plin. lib, xviii. cap. 3. 
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C H A P. XXIX. 

^he Hijiory of the Kings of Pergamus. 

THE city of Pergamus we have already defcribed irt 
our hiftory of Myfia, to which province it formerly 
belonged, and was fubjeft to the fame princes, till it be- 
came the- metropolis of a feparate kingdom '. We fliall 
therefore only add here, the hiftory of the Pergamenian 
tings, who made a confiderablc figure among the poten- 
tates of Afia, and proved very ferviceable to the Romans 
in all their Afiatic wars. 

Yr. of FK The firft of his family we find mentioned in hiftory was 
ao65. Philetxrus, an eunuch, by birth a Paphlagonian, of mean 

Ante Chr. ^gf^ent, and in his youth a menial fervant to Antigonus, 
^' one of Alexander's captains. He afterwards ferved Lyfi- 

FbiUurus^ ^machus, king of Thrace atid Macedon, who appointed 
him keeper of his treafures lodged in Pergamus. While 
he held this employment, Lyfimachus, at the inftigation 
of his wife Arfinoe, barbaroufly murdered his fon Aga- 
thocles, who had attended him in all his wars, and by 
whofe conduft he had gained moft of his viftories- His 
death was publicly lamented by Philetaerus, who was 
chiefly indebted to him for his preferment. Arfinoe, 
highly incenfed againft him, found means, by degrees to 
fupplant him in his matter's favour; acircumftance which 
he being apprifed of, fcized on the caftle of Pergamus, 
and the treafures which he had been entrufted with, to 
the amount of ninety thoufand talents, which he profl^ered, 
with his fervice, to Seleucus, king of Syria. But both 
Lyfimachus and Seleucus dying, he kept the treafures, 
and, with a ftrong body of mercenaries, held the town 
till his death ; which happened twenty years after he had 
revolted from Lyfimachus. He died in the eightieth year 
of his age, and is by fomc ftyled prince, by others king 
of Pergamus ; he was at leaft the founder of this new 
kingdom, though perhaps he never affumed the title of 

Mumenes L Iting *. He, left the kingdom to Eumenes his brother, or, 
as fome write, his brother's fon j who, availing himfelf 
. of the diflenfions that prevailed among the Seleucidae, in- 
vaded Afia, poflTcfTed himfelf of the principal places in 






» Sec vol. iv. p. 383. « Paryan. Attic.p. 7,&9. Strabo, 
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that « 



^ 



The Htfiory of Pergamus* • 15 

that province, andi having hired a body of Galatians, de- 
feated Antiochus as he was returning home, elated with 
a remarkable viftory which hcihad gained over his brother 
Seleucus Callinicus ^ This viftory put him in poHeflion 
of the greater part of ACa ; but he did not long enjoy his 
new acquifitions ; for he died next year of immoderate 
drinking, in the twenty-fecond year of his fovereignty ; 
for we do not find that he ever took upon him the title of 
king^ 

Eumenes was fucceed'ed by Attalus I. the fon of Atta- Yr. of Ft, 
lus, brother to Philetaerus by Antiochis the daughter of "07. 
Achaeus; for Attalus, though of a mean defcent, being Ante Chr. 
plentifully fupplied with money by his brother Philetaerus, *^'* 
vifited moft of the courts of the Afiatic princes, and was ^ttaUis L 
every where well received, being a man of excellent parts. 
He proved fo ferviceable to Achaeus, who, revolting from 
Antiochus the Great, afiunied the title of king, that he 
bellowed upon him his favourite daughter Antiochis. By 
her Attalus had one fon named alfo Attalus ; who, upon 
the death of Eumenes, took pofTeifion of Pergamus, and 
the places which he had added to his fmall principality. 
In the beginning of his reign he routed the Gauls with Routs the 
great llaughter, and forced them to abandon his territo- Gauls, and 
ries, where they had propofed to fettle. After this vie- 'f ^^-^ ^^ 
tory he aflomed the tit;le pi king, and as fuch was ac- I'f ^ 
knowleged by all the neighbouring princes. Livy tells 
us, that he was the firft of the Afiatic princes who refufed 
to pay contribution to the Gauls, whom he defeated in a 
pitched battle ". While Seleucus Ceraunus was employ- 
ed in other wars, he raifed a powerful army ; and, en- 
tering Afia, fubdued all the provinces on this fide Mount 
Taurus ; but was foon driven out of his new acquifitions 
by Seleucus, and his grandfather Ach^us ; who, enter- 
ing into an alliance, deprived him of all his dominions, 
and even befieged him in his metropolis. Attalus, thus 
reduced to the laft extremity, invited, with great pro- 
uiifes the Gauls, fettled in Thrace, to his afiiflance : they 
marched with all fpeed to Pergamus, obliged the enemy 
to raife the fiege, and being headed by the king himfelf, 
retrieved in a Ihort time all the cities and provinces they 
had loft. 

Attalus^, having thus recovered what the enemy had Hise$n* 
taken, while Achaeus was bufy in Paphlagonia, marched que/s. 
into Ionia, and the neighbouring provinces, where the 

' < Juftiajib« xxvii. cap. s, & 3. ^ Liv, lib. xxxviii. 
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cities of Cuma, Smyrna, and Phocaea, voluntarily fulv 
mitted ; the Teians, Colophonians, with the inhabitants 
of Egea and Lemnos, fent deputies^ declaring themfelves 
ready to acknowlege him for their fovereign ; the Carfe- 
hes, on the other fide the river Lycus, opened their gates , 
to him, having firlt expelled Themiftocles, whom Achac- 
iis had appointed governor of thofe provinces.^ From 
thence he advanced to Apia, and, encamping on the 
banks of the river Megiftus, received homage from all the 
nieighbouring nations. Here the Gauls, being alarmed by 
an eclipfe of the moon, refufed to purfue their march ; 
a circdmftance which flopped the career of his conqueft^, 
-and obliged him to reti^rn to the Hellefpont, where he 
gave the Gauls leave to fettle, and allowed them a large 
and fruitful territory, with aflurances that he would always 
affift and protect them to the utmoft of his power. 
Enters into Having thus enlarged his dominions, he returned' to 
OH alliance Pergamus, where he received with great pomp and mag- 
£dj»/. nificence the Roman legate Laevins, and entered into 
an alliance with Rome, which fecured to him all his ac- 
quifitions (B). 

He joined the Romans in both their wars with Philip 
king of Macedon, who invaded his dominions, laying 
wafte whole provinces ; but was not able to reduce one 
city. In the fecond war Attalus had the command of the 
Rhodian fleet, with which he not only drove the Mace- 
donians from the feas; but, in conjundlion with his 
allies , the Athenians, invaded Macedonia, and obliged 
Philip to abandon Attica, which he had greatly diftfefTed, 
in order to defend his own kingdom. For thofe fervices 
the Athenians conferred upon Attalus all the favours they 
could devife, and even called one of their own tribes after 

(B) In the reign of Attalus, brought to Rome." Where-* 

a certain prophecy was found upon five ambaflSidors were 

in the Sibylline books, by the without delay difpatched to At- 

college of the Decemviri, to talus, who received them with - 

whofe care thofe book^ were all poflible marks of friendibip 

entruded, to this purport : and kindnefs ; and attending 

** Whenever a foreign enemy them in perfon to Peffinus in 

invades Italy, he fhall be Phrygia, there delivered into 

driven out-ajjd overcome, if their hands a ftone which the 

the image of the great mother inhabitants worfliipped as the 

of the gods at Ida, which fell great mother of the gods (i). 
from heaven, be fent for, and 

(i) Polyb. lib. xxix. Liv. lib, ix, 

his 
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Iris name ; aii honour which they had aevcf before be* 
ftowetl upon any foreigner «^. ' 

He died of an apoplexy, which feized him at Thebes HIj deatlu 
in Bceotiay while he was making an harangue to the 
Bceotians, and exhorting them with more yehemency than 
his age and ftrength could bear, to .enter into an alliance 
with the Romans againft Philip, their common enemy. 
In the midft of his harangue he fell down fpeechlefs ; 
but returning to himfelf, defircd to be carried by fca from 
Thebes to Pergamus, where he died foon after his ai^- 
rival *, in the feventy-fecond year of his age, and forty- 
third of his reign. He was a great encourager of learn^ 
ing, and wrote fome books, which are often quoted by 
Pliny, Artettiidorus, and Strabo. He caufed the gram- 
marian Daphidas to be thrown headlong from a rock,* 
for fpcakmg difrcfpeftfully of Homer J^. His generoiity 
towards men of learning knew no Iwunds ; whence he is 
highly commended by all the writers that ftourifhed iti 
his time ; as is atfb his wife Apollomas, or, as others 
call her, ApoUonis ; whom, though of a mean eittrae- 
tion, they propofe as a pattern of all princely virtues;. By 
her he left four fons, Eumenes, Attalus, Fhiletterua, and 
Athenseus *. 

He was ifuceeeded by Eumenes, his eldeft fon, who, ^^^ ®^ ^ 
upon his acceffion to the crown, renewed the allhnce A^t'^pi,- 
which his father had made with the Romans, and obftrv- ilg. 
ed it fo religioufly, that Antiochus the Great having ol- \xt- 

fered Inm his daughter Antiochis in marriage, he d^- EumtneslL 
dined his afiimty, being convinced that Antiochus court- 
ed his friewdfhip, with a view to ftrengthen bimfelf 
againft the Romans ; for his eldeft daughter he had b^ 
ftowed on Ptofcmy, king of Egypt, and offei^ the iSs- 
cond to Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia, and was at that 
time makfng great preparations for virar both by fea* and 
land *. Enmenes, who was very jealoue of fo powerful 
a neighbour, did not fail to acqwain* the fenate with all 
his motions. In confiequence of <^i^ intelligence, they 
fent P. Vaiins, and P. Suipitius, fwder appearance of aft 
embstfly to Antiochtis, but really to ittferm th^mfelves of. 
l3ie preparations fee was making ; and, by ofton converfing 
with iiannibat, '«^ho was then in great efteerti with Aii- 
tioehuS) ritfeer to abate his hatred towards the Romans, 

•^ Liv. Hb. xitXT. Polyb. Legat. \* p. 786, 7?7. » Liv. Kb. 
xxxfii. Polyb p. Sio. Platarch. in Qpinto Flamlnio. /Suit). 
VaL Max. hb. u cap. 8. ' Stridas in voce Attaius. 

* Polyb. Legat. 15. 
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or make Antiochus jealous of him \ for they apprc^ 
hended Hannibal to be at the bottom of thofe vaft pre- 
parations **. ^ The ambafladors went firft to Elsa, and 
from thence to Pcrgamus ; for their inftruftions were to 
confer with Eumenes, before they repaired to the court 
of Antiochus. Eumenes did all that lay in his power to 
ii)flame them againft Antiochus, afTuiing them, that he 
had nothing lefs in view than the empire of all Afia. 
Soon after the departure of the ambafladors, who re- 
turned very much diflatisfied with Antiochus, Eunfienes 
fen t his brother Attalus to Rome, to acquaint the fenate> 
that Antiochus, at the perfuafion of the j£tolians, had 
pafTed over into Greece with an army, confiding of ten 
thoufand foot, five hundred hprfe, and fix elephants ; 
and that the -^tolians were all to a man ready to join 
his forces. The fenate received Attalus with the greateft 
demon ft rations of friendihip and kindnefs \ returned 
thanks both to him, and the king his brother^ provided 
him with lodgings at the expence of thepublic^and dif- 
. milled him with many prefents ; promifing. to fend an 
army into Greece, which fliould defeat the king's mea- 
fures, and keep in awe the ^tolians. Accordingly they 
fent M. Acilius conful into Greece, who, having van- 
quifiie4 Antiochus at The.rmopylaej obliged Ji^P^ to re- 
turn into Afia*. ,. . • -. 

In this war Eumenes, who aflided the Romaiis with 
his navy, ^nd all the land-forces he could raife, was ap- 
.pointed to command the Roman fleet likewife, in concert 
with C. Liyius Salinator. This united navy happening 
to fall in with the fleet of Antiochus, which was return- 
ing from Greece into Afia, under the command of Po- 
Jyxeiiidas, attacked them, funk ten of their (hip3, took 
thirty, an,4 difperfed the reft. This viflory was in a great 
meaiure owing to Eumenes^ who boarded fome of the 
enemies (hips in perfon, and during the whole a£^ion be- 
haved with uncommon bravery. Some time after thiis 
engagement Eumenes, with a body of five thoufand men, 
entered the territories of . Antiochus ^ and, having laid 
wafte all the country about Thyatira, returned to Canas, 
where the Roman fleet wintered, with an immenfe booty. 
While Eumenes was thus employed ia aiding the Romans 
abroad, he was unexpe£tedly called home to the defence 



b Liv. lib. xxxiv. xxxv.. Juftin. lib. xxxi. cap. 4. 
Stjratag. lib, i. cap. S. Appian. in Syriac. p. 90, 91. 
Jib. xxxvi. Piut, in Cato. Major. Appian. i;i Syria^is. 
Stratag. lib. ii. 
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of his own country* Antiochui, invading his territories, dntmhus 
laid wafte the whole country about Elaea, and even fent i'^'oaAishis 
his fon Seleucus to lay fiese to the royal city of Perga- *.'^^J^^^^**'*. 
mus. Attains, the king's brother, held out with a hand- ^1^ ^l\hi 
ful of men till the i^chaeansi the allies of Eumenes, fent cityofPer^ 
a thqufand foot and a hundred horfe to his afliftance* g^unui. 
Thefe were all chofen troops, who had ferved under Phi-* 
lopoemen, and were commanded by Diophanes, a man 
of great experience in war. This officer made fuch a 
bold and fuccefsful fally with his handful of troops, that 
Seleucus thought proper to abandon i;he Hege, and retire. 
In the mean time Eumenes himfelf arriving at Perga- 
mus, and the Rhodian and Roman fleets joining that 
king's, Antiochus, "and his fon Seleucus evacuated his ter- 
ritories with great precipitation ; and, hearing that the 
conful L. Scipio was ready to pafs over into Afia with a^ 
his forces, difpatched ambafladors to L. ^milius, who 
commanded the Roman army, to fue for a peace. On 
this occafion ^milius confulted with Eumenes as well 
as with Eudamus anc] Pamphilidas, commanders of the 
Rhodian fleet. The Rhodians were not averfe to a peace ; 
but Eumenes, who would hearken to no terms, perfuaded 
^milius to difmifs the ambafliadors with this anfwer, 
that no peace could be concluded before the arrival of the 
conful ; for L. Scipio was then in full march to join 
them. Antiochus, feeing there were no hopes of 6b- 
taining a peace upon honourable conditions, either o£ 
^milius, or of Scipio, refolved to hazard a general en- 
gagement, in the neighbourhood of Magnefia, where he was 
defeated, to which the gallant behaviour of Eumenes great- ^^^ gallant 
ly contributed. After this battle, Antiochus was glad to ^^J^^*^iof*r 
accept a peace upon any terms. One of the conditions ^ //JH-^-' 
was, that he (hould pay four hundred talents to Eumenes, thof Mag* 
and a certain quantity of corn, to make amends for the nefia, 
loflfes he had fuftained during the war. 

The peace being concluded, Eumenes took a journey Eumenes 
to Rome, where he reprefented to the fenate, with a great t*'^ ^* . 
deal of mo5leration, what he had done in the fervicc'of ^^'* 
the republic 5 and told them, that he wa3 come to beg of 
them, that the Qngk cities, which at the beginning of 
the war were fub^H to Antiochus, might be added to his 
dominions, fince in him they might promife thepifelves 
a faithful friend s^nd ally, and conGder his new acquifi- 
tions as their own. His demand was warmly oppofed by 
the Rhodian ambaflTadors, and thofe of all the Greek ci- 
ties in A(ia. But both parties being heard, the fenate, 
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after a long debate, decreed, that all the countries on this 
fide Mount Taitrus, which belonged to Antiochus, ftiouM 
be given to Eumenes, together with the other provkices 
iying betwecii the mountain and the river Micander, ex- 
cept Lycia and Caria, which were bedowed t>ii the Rbo- 
dians. AM the cities, which had been tributary to At- 
talus, were ordered to pay the fame tribute to Eumenes ; 
t^ut ftt'ch as had been titbutary to Antiochus were declar- 
ed free '. 

Eumenes having thus, by fiding with the Romans, en- 
larged his dominions, was foon after engaged in a war 
with Prufias, king of Bithynia, who, confiding ahdgether 
in Hannibal, whom he entertained at his court, invaded 
his territories. But Eumenes, being affiided by the iU>- 
mans, gave him two great overthrows, one by fca, and 
the other by land ; which fo difpirited him, that he was 
ready to accept of a peace upon any terms whatfoever. 
Neverthelefs, before the conditions were agreed upon, 
Hannibal found means to draw Philip, king of Macedon, 
into an alliance againft |£umenes, and the Romans. Phi- 
lip, incenfed againft the Romans, who had obliged him 
to evacuate the cities of ^nus and Maronea in Thrace, 
and no lefs exafperated againft £umene$, on whom they 
had beftowed them, fent rhilocles, an old and experienced 
officer, with a confiderable body, to join Prufias. Et»- 
tnenes fent his brother Athen?eus to Rome, with a golden 
crown of immenfe value, to complain of Philip for aid- 
ing Prufias, and of Prufias for making war upon the allies 
of the people of Rome, without any manner of provoca- 
tion. The fen ate accepted of the prefent, and promifed 
to fend ambafl'adors forthwith to fettle matters to the fa- 
tisfadion of Eumenes, whom they looked upon as the 
moft fteady friend the republic had in Afia. 

Mean while Prufias, having ventured a fea^fight, ob- 
tained, by a contrivance of Hannibal, a complete viftory 
over Eumenes ; for Hannibal advifed him to fill a great 
many earthen veffels with various kinds of ferpents, and 
other poiibnous reptiles, and, in the heat of the fight, to 
throw them into the enemies fhips, fo as to break the vef- 
fels, and let the ferpents loofe. All the foldiers and fea- 
men were ordered to attack the fliip in which Eumenes 
himfelf was, and only defend thcmfelves againft the others 
as well as thejr could ; that they might not miftake the 
ffaip, a herald was fent before the engagement, with a 

<i Potyh. Le§^at. 2 1;. & 2^. Diod. Sicul. Legat* lo. Liv« Hb« 
xxxvii. & xxxviii. Appian. in Syriac. p. ii6» 

letter 
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letter to the kinff. As foon aa the two fleets drew near, 
all the enemies mipe^ Engiing out the king's^ difcharged 
fuch a quantity of ferpents a^^inft it, that neither their 
fiuiors nor foldiers could perform their dutj, but were 
ibrecd to fijr to the Ibore, left they fliould fall into the 
enemy's hands. The other ikips, after a faint refiftance, 
followed the king's example* and were all Ariytn afliore 
with great flaughter» the foldiers being no lefs annoyed 
by the ftings of the ferpents than the arrows of the enen»y. 
Moft part of Eumenes' (hips were fet on fire, fome were 
taken, and the others fo (hatteredy that they could be of 
no farther fervice. Eumenes encamped on the ftore, 
where he had placed fome companies of foot ; but the 
enemy did not think fit to quit their (hips *. Thus Pru- 
£as gained a complete riftory by fea, and the fame year 
obtained two remarkable Ti£tories by land» which were 
entirely owing to Hannibal, who, by difFerent ftratagems, 
put Eumenes to flight in all tfaofe engagements (C). 

When news of the defeat of Eumenes were brought 
to Rome, the fenatc immediately difpatched ambaffadors 
to conclude a peace between the two^ kings, ai^d to demand 
Hannibal, who had excited Prufias to this wa^^ By the Aptatg 
mediation of the Roman ambaiTadors, a peace between '•tulmded 
Aetwo kings was agreed on ; and Prufias even confented ^'y* 
riiat Hannibal (hould be delivered up to. the Romans. That kiagskp 
great general kept himfelf clofe in a caftle which had been tig mtSa^ 
given him by Prufias. He had made ky^n doors, whereof u»m of the 
feme were private, and known to none but himfelf ; for ^^w^*** 
he entertained fome di(fidence of Prufias, and therefore 
bad contrived thofe private outlets, that he might be able 
to withdraw, in cafe the kind's foldiers fhoald come to 
fecure his perfon. But the foldiers fent by Prufias fur« 
rounded the caftle on all fides. Hannibal finding htmfelf 
effedtuatly blocked up,' had recourse to pc^fon, which her 

e JaUia. lib. xxxii. cap, 4. JEmW, Frob. in Hannibale. ' Po» 
lyb. Legat. lib, 47. Liv. lib. xxxvi. 

(C) Having once advifcd on the entrails of an un^in* 

Prufiastoengage, and the king guijhing beaft, than on the 

replying, that he durft not judgment of an experienced 

venture, becaufe the entraiU commander?** and, command- 

of the facrifices portended no ing the fignal to be given, put 

food fuccefs ; ** What ! (faid Eumenes to flight at the firft 

lannibal), do you tely more onfet (1). 

(i)Cic.dcDivinatJib. ii. Plut.de Exilio. Valcr Max. lib. iit. 
cap. 7. 
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ever carried about with him ; and thereby prevented the 
ill-treatment he was likely to meet with from the Ro- 
mans (D). 

A new war unexpefledly broke out between Eumene$ 
and Ariarathesy king of Cappadocia, on one fide^ and 
Pharnaces, king of Pontus, and the Afiatic Gauls, on the 
other. Pharnaces laying claim to fome territories poflefied 
by Eumenes, invaded his dominions, and feized on the 
city of SinopCf which, by the articles of a former treaty, 
was to remain free. Provoked by thefe hollilities, Eu- 
menes, and Ariarathes his ally, took the field, and, in a 
very fliort time, obliged Pharnaces to fue for peace j which 
was granted on terms very difadvantageous to the king of 
Pontus. 

Eumenes, being thus delivered from, any apprehenfion 
of war with his neighbours, entered into an alliance with 
Antiochus, fon of Antiochus the Great, king of Syria, 
whom Heliodorus, after the murder of his brother Seleucus, 
with-held. from his paternal kingdom. Eumenes, with the 
afliftance^ of his brother Attains, expelled the ufurper, 
and placed Antiochus on the throne of his anceftors* 
About the fame time Eumenes, difagreeing with the 
Rhodians, his ancient allies, not only perfuaded the Ly- 
cians to revolt, but made frequent inroads into their terri- 
tories on the continent. Ambafladors were therefore dif- 
patched to Rome, to complain of the violent proceedings 
of Eumenes. But, as' the king himfelf happened to go 
to Rome at the fame time, the Rhodian ambaifadors could 
, not obtain any fatisfadion for the damages they had fuf- 
fered. Eumenes had undertaken this journey to acquaint 
the fenate with the great preparations which Perfes,.king 
of Macedon, was making both by fea and land. The 
king was received at Rome with the higheft honours, and 
entertained in a manner fuitable to his dignity. What he 



(D) He died in the feventieth 

*year of his age. Of his death 

the following oracle is faid to 

have been uttered many years 

before : Ai/ovaaa xpt^\]/» ^u\^ 

Ai»'£ti ^ifjt,cK' '^ The land of Li- 
bya, or Libyfla, (hall cover 
the body of HannibaL" By 
Libya, or Libyfla, Hannibal 
underilood Libya iii Africa; 



whereas the place meant by 
this oracle was a -little village 
in Bithynia, near the fea-ftde, 
called by the fame name ; 
whereof Pliny ( i ) fpeaks thus : 
♦* There was formerly, in thofe 
parts, a little town, called Li- 
byfla ; where there is now no- 
thing worth feeing es^cept Han« 
nibal's tomb." 



* (i) Plin, lib. V. cap. 32. 
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(aid on this occafion, and the fenate's anfwrer, were kept 
fo fccret, that no one knew the true motive of his journey 
to Rome till the war was ended and Pcrfes taken prifoner K 

After Eumene^ the ambaffadors of the Rhodians -were ^-^^ j^j,^ 
heard ; who inveighed againft him for encouraging and dians com" 
abetting the Lycian rebels ; and told the fenate, that Eu- P^mm of 
menes, under the (hadow of their power, was become as ^««^««- 
dangerous to Afia as Antiochushimfelf. But as the Rho- 
dians were not in favour with the Romans,' for having 
conveyed Laodice, the daughter of Seleucus, to her huf- 
band Perfes, their infinuations increafed the efteem and 
kindnefs of the fenate to Eumenes, on whom they con- 
ferred honours. They prcfented him with a (lately cha- 
riot, and ivory ftafF, and fent him home with rich pre- 
fents *. On his return, as he was going from Cirrha to Narrowfy 
perform a facrificeat Delphi, two aff^flins, fent by Perfes, fA«/« *'• 
rolled down two great ftones upon him as he entered the ^^^^^ 
ftreights of the mountains; with one he was danger- affaffins 
oufly wounded on the head, with the oth«r in the (houl- fent by 
der. As he fell, with the blows, from a ftcep place, and ^'^.'• 
thereby received many other bruifes, thofe who attended 
him carried him on board of his (hip, not knowing whether 
he was dead or alive. Finding he was dill alive they con- 
veyed him to Corinth, and from Corinth to jfEgina, having 
caufed their vefiels to be carried over the ifthmus. There 
he was cured of his wounds, with fuch fecrecy, that, none Tht ntfvs 
being admitted to fee him, the report of his death was of hh death 
fpread all over Afia, and even beHeved at Rome K fpread^i 

His brother Attalus^ being over-hafty in giving credit ^^'^ ** 
to the public report, not only affumed the royal enfigns, 
butalfo married his brother's wife Stratonice, daughter to 
Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia. But, not long after» 
hearing that his brother was alive, and on his journey to 
Pergamus, laying down the diadem, he went to meet 
him, bearing a halbert, as one of his guards. The king 
embraced both him and the queen with great tendemefs ; 
but is faid to have whifpered in his brother's ear, *' Do not * \ 

be again in hafte to marry my wife, till you are fure that I 
am dead." Nor did he, during his whole ^ife, ever do or 
fay any thing that could reflect on his brother's or wife's 
rafli and imprudent behaviour, but treated them with his 
ufual love and tendemefs ^. The news of his recoverv 

% Valer. Maxim, lib. li. cap. «. ^ Diodor. Sicul. lib. ix. 

]>gat. 16. ^ Liv. lib. xlii- Appian. Legat. ^5. ^ Liv. 

obi fupra. Diodor. Sicul. in Excerpt. Valefii, p. 306. Plutarch, in 
Apophrbegm. 
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occafioned univerfal joy sit Roioesi whence 9&bsAdoiy 
were fent to congratulate him on bu fafe alrivnl in hii 
own kingdom^ without any other commiflion Oir inftruo 
tions. £umenes did all that lay in bis power Co infiftme 
them againft Ferfes; and this treacherous atcen^pt m* 
creafins his ancient hatred and averfion to the Maced^ 
niansi he himfelf began to make vaft preparationB, in 
order to join the Romans and their allies agaiaft the king 
of Macedon. His example wa6 followed hy Amratfae9» 
king of Cappadocia ; and the Romans drew into (be feme 
ftUiance Ptolemy, kii^ of Egypt* and Mafmifla^ king of 
Numidia. Pertes, in the mean time* ieiu aml^fiiidors to 
RomCf to clear himfelf of the crimes laid to bis cburge bf 
£uniene$: they made an artful fpeech to the fenete $ Inlt 
gs they gave no fatisfa^ion with relation to the trcftcber^ 
au$ attempt of their mafter uppa the life of EiinieQesi 
war was declared againft Ferfes, and the ambafladon 
ordered to depart Rome the fame day '. 

Eumenes, upon advice that the Romans bad at laft de^ 
plared war againft Perfes, failed with his two brother^ 
Attaltts and Athen^us, to Cbaleis in Bceotia, leeviiig bis 
youngeft, brother^ Fhilet^rus, at Pergamusi to defend hil 
own dominions. From Chalcis.he marched inco Tbefialy» 
where be joined the conful Lioiniu$ with foiir tboufaad 
foot, and a thoufand horfe. Athen^us was left at Chalcis 
with two thoufand foot, to afiift Marius Lucretius^ whd 
commanded a body of ten thoufand men at the fiege of 
Haliartus* The town was taken and icyelled with tbe 
ground^ and great part of Boeotia reduced. The like fuc- 
cefs did not attend Licinius, £umenes» and Attalus, in 
Theflalv, where they had two encounters with Feries : in 

ihe $r(i both parties claimed the vi^ory } but, in the 
econd, the Romans, with their allies, were put to flight ; 
fnd CaiTignatus, commander of the Gauls, with many 
other officers, killed on the fpot. After this defeat the 
conful retired to larifia, and from thence fent Eumenes 
and Attalus home *, the reft of bis army he kepti during 
the winter, in Theffaly, in order to be ready to lake the 
field early in the fpring* In the mean time the AebteanSy 
forefeeing that, with the kingdom of Macedon, the libera 
fiesof preece muft inevitably fall, and, in that view, 
bearing a grudge to Jlumenes^ who bad incenfed the Ror 
mans againft Perfe§, abrogated, by a public decree, all 
^e hORpurs they had conferred upon him* Attalus,*who 



* Polyb. Legat. 67. 
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then wintered at £lati% ix> fboner h^rd ol thi^ indignity* 
than he fent ambafladon to expoftulate thereupon tvith 
the general council ^ of the nation. After the ^mb^ff^ 
dors were beard, at the perfuafion of Polybius the hifto« 
rian, a decree was made, whereby Eumeiies was reicftac* 
ed in all his ancient honours, and ambaffadors were dif- 
patched to Attalus with a copy of the decree* la that 
council it waslikewife decreed^ that auxiliaries ihould be 
ient to the Romans ; and Polybiua was appointed to com* 
mand them "*. ** 

£arly in the fpring Eumenes, failing with twenty (bip$ 
from Elea, joined, on the coaft of the CafTadrenfesy Mar* 
cius FignluSy the Roman admiral, and invefted, both by 
fea and land, the city of CaiTandrea, which, however^ 
^hey could not reduce. He likewife made unfuccefsful at« 
tempts on the two ftrong fortrefles, Toron and Demetrius* 
He is faid to have cooled in his afieAion lo the Romans, Eumimi 
and to have a£led faintly on this occafion. What alienat- grows cold 
edhis mind from his ancient allies is uncertain} buc it is ^!;V^* 
agreed, that from Demetrius he returned home, and could \i;artU thg 
not, though earneftly intreated by the conful Marcius, be Romatu, 
prevailed upon to leave behind him fome troops of Gaulilh 
norie, which would have proved very ferviceable to the 
Komans. 

Perfes no fooner heard that Eumenes had left the Ro- ^^(frt 
mans, than he fent Cryphontes to propofe conditions of ^^t^S^^j^ 
agreement between him and the king of Pergamus. Cry- ^i^j^^ 
phontes reprefented to Eumenes, that there could be no ^ ?#ry^/« 
fincere friendfhip between a king and a republic j that they 
had reduced Philip with the afliftance of Attalus, Antio» 
ehus with the help of Philip and Eumenes, and now de^ 
figned to deftroy Perfes with the forces of Eumenes and 
Prufias. Eumenes anfwered, that he apprehended no 

Jreater danger from the Romans than from Perfes» if be 
lould happen to get the better of them ; but however^ 
that he would ftand neuter, provided Perfes paid him a 
tboufand talents ; and, for fifteen hundred talents more, 
would perfuade the Romans to hearken to conditions of an 
honourable peace. Perfes promiied the fum required^ but 
refufed to advance it at that time, though Eumenes offered 
to give homages for the performance of what he promifed. 
Perfes, finding that he could not prevail upon Eumenes but 
with ready money, offered to depofit the fum agreed on 
in a temple of iiamotbrace, whence it ibould be conveyed 
to him at the conclulion of the peace. But, as the iiland 

Liv. lib.xliv« Polyb. Legat.?!. ' 

of 



t6 Thf Hifiory of Pergamus. 

of Samothrace was fubjeft to Perfes, Eumcnes reje£led 
this expedient. Befides, he thought his good offices de« 
fcrved fome acknowlegement, whether they were {ittended 
with fuccefs or not ; and therefore infifted that part of the 
fum (hould be paid before he took any/ftep in the afiair. 
To this agreement Perfes, who miftrufted Eumenes, 
would not confent ; and thus the conferences were broken 
off, but the fubje£i of them was kept fecret, Eumenes 
having fent an exprefs to the Roman conful, acquainting 
him, that their negociations were concerning the redemp- 
tion of captives ". 
Tki Rd' However, as the truth was foon after known by the 

wiMiugrow Romans, they began to entertain no fmall jealoufy of £u- 
jgalous of menes, and heaped all their favours on his brother Atta- 
^*'* lus, who had ftaid with the conliil, and given, undoubted 

proofs of his fidelity, during the whole time of the Mace- 
donian war. After the overthrow of Perfes, and utter 
deftrudipn of the kingdom of Macedon, Eumenes fent 
his brother Attains to congratdate the fenate on the 
happy iflTue of that war, and at the fame time to defire 
their afCftance againft the Afiatic Gauls, who began to be 
very troublefome neighbours. Attains was received at 
^kt fenate Rome, and entertained in a princely manner. Several of 
entourages the fenators, who went to vifit him before he had his au- 
Atu^r ^*^"^^» encouraged him to lay down the charafter of an 
4imandihe an^baflador from his brother, and treat for himfclf ; affur- 
kifigdom ing him, that, as the minds of the Romans were alienated 
forh'mfelf from Eumenes, his brothei^'s kingdom would be givf n to 
him, if he requefted it of the fenate. Thefe promifcs at 
firft awakened his ambition \ for he approved, or feemed 
to approve, of the motion, ^nd even promifed to beg of 
the fenate his brother's kingdom. But his honeft nature 
was foon reclaimed by the wholefome admonitions of 
Strati^us the phyfician, a man of great trufl: and authority 
with Eumenes, who had been fent with him to Rome as 
a monitor, in cafe the Romans fhould. attempt his fide- 
lity. Stratius reprefented to him, that at prefent he 
jeigned no lefs than his brother ; and, in a (hort time, 
confidering his brother's old age and infirtrities, would 
have the kingdom entirely to himfelf, without being 
guilty of rebellion ; that as their dominions could fcarccly 
be defended againft the power of the Gauls by their mutual 
endeavours, they could not refift fo warlike a nation, if 
their ftrength were impaired and divided by civil dif-. 
fenfions. 

■ Appian, Macedon. in Excerpt. Val. p. 50a- 

Thefe 
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Thefe confiderations bad fo good an tSk&. upon Atta« TAtgene* 
lus, that, when he Was admitted into the fenate, he firft ''*«' ^'^* 
' congratulate^ the Romans on their viftory over Perfes ; ^"^ aJJ^ 
then modeftly rehearfed his fervices during the Macedo- 
nian war ; andy laftly, acquainted them with the motive 
of his journey, intreating them to fend ambafiadors to the 
Gauls, who, by their authority, might oblige them to 
hy down their arms, and forbear all hoftilities againft his 
brother Eumenes. He requefted the fenate, that the ci« 
ties of ^nus and M^ronea might be bellowed on himfelf. 
As he omitted to fue for his brother's kingdom, they 
fuppofed that he defigned to afk another day of audience 
for that affair alone; wherefore they not only granted 
him all his requefts, but fenthim more rich and magni* 
ficent prefents, than they had ever made to any prince 
before. Neverthelcfs Attains took no notice of their 
meaning,. but left Rome, cpntented with what they had 
granted him already. His unexpefted departure provoked 
the fenate to fuch a degree, that, while he was yet in 
Italy, they declared the cities of £nus and Maronea 
free; thereby making their promife ineffe£iua], which 
otherwife they could not without fhame revoke. As for 
the Gauls, who were ready to invade the kingdom of 
Pergamus, they difpatched ambafiadors to them, with 
fuch inftru£lions, as rather encouraged than prevented 
their defign •. 

£umenes, being informed by his brother of what had ^^'''^f^' 
paffed at Rome, thought it neceflUry to go in perfon, and gfl^^/' 

I'uftify his proceedings before the fenate ; but his defign tojufiify . 
»eing known at Rome, a law was enaf^ed, that no king his pro- 
(hould be permitted to enter that capital ; for they did f'tdings^ 
not think it expedient to treat him as an enemy, and to 
entertain him as^a friend, was more than their flifpleafure 
for his ingratitude, as they fcyled it, would permit. 
Upon the nrft notice of his landing at B'rundufium, the hutispn- 
fenate difpatched the quaeftor to him, with a copy of the Y'^f ^ 
edifl, enjoining him to acquaint the king, that, if he had ^'^'fi^^^' 
any thfng to lay before the fenate, he was commifiioned 
to hear and propofe it ; but, if he had no affairs to tranf- 
ad . with the fenators, to command him, wit;l)out delay, 
to depart Italy. Eumenes, underftanding from the quaef- 
tor the pleafure of the fenate, told him, that he had no 
bufinefs of confequence to tranfa£t, and was not under any 
neceffity of demanding their afliftance. Without adding one 

* Polyb. Legat. 93. Liv. lib. xlv. 
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word more, be retired on board hi» (hip, and failed back 
to Pergamus. This treatment not onljr abated the courage 
of the king's friends, but animated the Gaols to invade 
his territories ^ But Eumenes, raifing a powerful army> 
not only drove the Gauls out of his own dominions, but 
invaded, at the fame time, Galatia and Bithjnta ; laying 
wafte thofe countries, plundering the cities, and poSe& 
ifig himfelf of many ftrong places. Frufiab, king of fit* ' 
thynia, fent ambafiadors to Rome, to complain of thefc 
violent proceedings, ^aoA acquaint the fenate, that £u- 
menes had entered into an alliance with Antiochus, king 
<»f Syria, and countenanced all thofe who ihewed any 
ayerfion to the Romans "<. With the ambafladors of Pru<* 
, fias came alfo tbofe of the Gauls, of the Selgenfes, and 
many other cities of Aiia, to accufe Eumenesi as if he 
maintained a fecret correfpondence with Perfes, which 
was alfo confirmed by fome letters which the Romans 
themfelves had intercepted. 
Sends Ms . EumeneS} fearing the fenate would declare him an 
tw9 hro' enemy, and join the Gauls and Prufias, charged his two 
w'^ i? brothers. Attains and Athenaeus, to clear him at Rome of 
eaufi at ^^ crimes objefted to him by his enemies. They were 
Kami, both received with all poffible marks of honour, but 

could not diilipate the jealoufies which the (innate had 
Legatts conceived againCl Eumenes ; for, not long after their de- 
fintfrom parture, C. Sulpitius Gallus and Marius Sergius were 
AoMT H fent into Afia, in quality of legates^ and enjoined to make 
J2*^ ?*" * ^^^ enquiry into the counfels and defigns of Antiochus 
•f B»mt- *^^ Eumenes. Sulpitius Gallus, upon his entering Afia, 
nes^ caufed proclamation to be made in all the cities of that 

province^ whereby all thofe, who had any complaints. 
againfl Eumenes, were ordered to repair to Sardis, where 
they ibould have juftice. The legate arriving by the tipne 
appointed, caufed a tribunal to be ere£ted in a public 
placci on which, for ten days together, he received all 
the accufations and complaints againft Eumenes that were 
laid before him, as if he had been fent on purpofe to 
infult the king. Eumenes, who was aware of bis de* 
£igr\y but unwilling to engage in a war againft fo pow* 
erful an enemy, efpecially in his old age, again fent his 
brother Attalus to Rome, hoping that, by his mediation, 
he might be fnfFered to end his days in peace. Attains 
did alf that lay in his power to appeafe the wrath of the 
fenators, and bring bis brother again into favour. But 

p Polyb. Legat. 97. Liv. lib. xlvj. ^ Polyb. Lcgat. 104^ 

Liv. ubi-fupra. 
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iSk was to oo pwpofe^ they ccmid by «o means be pre- 
vailed Hpon to forget his behaviour dnrmg tkkt Macedonic 
war, and feerned obftinatelj bent upon his de(lru£kioii. 
Their defigns, however, were prevented by the death of the Eumena 
Inng, which happened foon after the return of Attains, to ^V<r«. 
whom he bequeadied both h^s wife atul his kingdom. He 
died in rtie thirty-ninth year of his reign, leaving one 
fon, whem he had by Stratonice, the fitter of Aria- 
rathes^ king of Cappadocia. But he being an infant, at 
the titne of his father's death, was incapable of governing 
the kin^om ; and therefore Eumenes chofe to pot fats 
brother Attalas into the prcfcnt pofleffion of the crown, 
refervrng the next fttceeSion to his (cm ' {E). 

Attaltis waa'icarce (ettcd on the thr-one, when Pruiias, Yr^of fL 
king of Bhhynia, ftmiamed the Hamer, invaded, updo a'-^^* 
what provocation we know not, his dominions, and com- ^** *"• 
iftitted every whet^ moft dreadful ravages. He advanced 
to the very walls of Pergamus, overthrew Atta^us in a Attalui. 
pitched battie, and made himfelf mailer of the capital of 
bis kingdom. He expend to have found Attalus in the Rtductdt9 
city 5 bit that prince having faved himfeif by a timely re- great dif- 
treat, Prwfias vented hrs rage upon the unhappy citizens, ficulties by 
putting a great number of them to the fword, and ietting ^J"^'%* d- 
fire to dicir houfts '. in th4s cmwgeBcy, Attalus dif- tZnia, 
patched ambairadors to Italy, to lay before the Roman 
fenate the condition to which die kingdom of Pergamus 
was reduced; but Nicomcdes, the fon of Prufias, who 
was then at Rome for his education, anfwered the com- 
plaints that were made againft his father, and even recri- 
minated upon Attains, as if he had been the aggreflbr. 
However, two commiffioners were fent into the Eaft, to 

Eut 2in end to the difptttes of the two kings on the fpot ; 
ut Prufias, without paying them the leaft deference, 
continued ravaging the territories of Pergamus. Attalus, 
therefore, taking advantage of the return of one of the 
ambafladors^ fent his brother Athenaeus irith him, to 

\ 
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t Polyb. ubi ftipra. Plutard?. in Apophthegm. Strab. lib. xiii. 
f, 6ft4. « Di^dor. &tctt1. in Exctrpt. VAlef. p. 169, 170, 337. 

5uid« in voce Prudas. 

(E) Suidas calls him the felf. Thefe Marc Antony af- 

greateil and mod power fnlkii^ terwards bellowed upon Cleo* 

of his time. His famous li- patra, by whofe order they 
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make hew cohiplaints to the fenate. As he advanced no- 
thing but what was confirmed by their own ambaifador, 
the lenators were convinced that Prufias was the aggreflbri 
and therefore fent him forthwith orders to withdraw his 
forces from the territories of Attalus ; but Prufias^ under 
various pretences, purfued the war for the fpace of three 
years, and reduced the kingdom of Pergamus to a dcr 
plorable condition. At length he pretended to be ready 
to obey the decrees of the fenate, and defired a conference 
with Attalus. At his requeil it was agreed, that the 
contending princes (hould meet on the frontiers of the 
two kingdoms, each attended by a guard of a thoufand 
men, in order to end their differences in the prefence cf 
^reachify the Roman envoys. i But Prufias, who had no other view 
^Frufias. in this conference than to feize Attalus, marched with 
his whole army to the frontiers^ and concealing his troops 
behind the neighbouring hills, gave them orders to fur- 
round the Romans and Pergamenfes, . as foon as they 
ihould appear. Attalus, however, and the Romans, hav- 
ing timely notice of his defign, faved themfelves by flight, 
before the Bithynian forces could put the king's orders in 
execution. Prufias followed them to Pergamus, after he 
^ had plundered the baggage of the ambafiadors ; and then 
marched to Elaea, a maritime city of .£olis, hoping to 
take it by furprize ; but as the place was well garrifoned, 
and (lored with all forts of provifions, he did not think It 
advifeable to make the attempt. He therefore fent back 
his Und-forces to Bithynia, and embarking on board bis 
fleet, fet fail for Thyaiira '. 
ifke Ro- The fenate, being, upon the return of their ambafla- 

matufend dors, informed of thefe proceedings, were highly pro- 
nmmf' yoked againft Prufias ; but inftead of declaring war againft 
fut an end Wm, they contented themfelves with fending ten commif- 
t9thenjoar. fioners, whofe number at leaft might make fome impref* 
fion on the Bithynian. Among thefe were L . AniciujS, 
C. Fannius, and Q^Fabius Maximus* Their inftrudions 
were to put an end to this war, to oblige Prufias to fa- 
* tisfy Attajus for the damages he had fufferedby it, and to 
diflblve the alliance of the republic with the Bithynian, 
in cafe he did not acqulefce in the decree of the fenate ". 
In the mean time Attalus, having aflTembled a confiderablc 
army, (for both Ariarathes, king of Cappadocia, and 
Mithridates king of Pontus, fent nim underhand power- 
ful fupplies), took the field, and meeting the Roman am« 

« Polyb. Lcgat. 127, « Polyb. Legat, laj. 
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ba0*2dors at Qjuadaj marched dire£Uy againft ProfiaSy 
who was advancing towards the frontiers 01 Pergamus, at 
the head of a. numerous army. The two kings, at the re- ff/ig f^ufj^ 
queft of the ambafTadors, came to a conference in a place kings eomi 
equally diftant from both carrips. Prufias, by many Ihifts '^ ^ ^^«* 
and evafions, endeavoured to amufe the ambafladors ; but Z^'*'*^'' 
they told him, ttiat he muft either comply with the decree 
of the fenate, or be declared an enemy to the republic. 
Accordingly, as he dill perfided obdinate and untradable^ 
they folemnly renouncod the alliance and amity which had 
fubfifled between iiim and Rome. Prufias endeavoured 
to gain them by promifes and fubmiflions ; but they were 
inflexible, and after Ixaving exhorted Attains to continue 
oa the defenfivCi difperfed themfelves in the feveral ftates 
.of AGaj to aiTemble forces againft thg Hing of Bithyniq. 
Rhodes, Cyzicum, and many other maritime cities, fitted 
.out (hips, and fent them to the aOiftance of Attalus ; who ' 
having, out of thefe reinforcements, formed a fleet of 
eighty gallies, gave the con^mand of it to his brother 
.Athenaeus, who ravaged the coafts of Bitbynia^ and car- 
ried off an immenfe, booty. Prufias finding he could not Prufias ac^ 
avert the ftorra that threatened him, fubmittcd to the de- ^^P^^ ^^^ 
cree of the fenate, and accepted the terms which Rome Jg^g%„f 
(ent. him by three new ambafladors, Appius Claudius, from R§m$ 
Lucius Oppius, and Aulus Pofthumius. The conditions bj thrtt 
were, tKat he fhould forthwith deliver up to Attalus twen- »^w<i«i- 
ty (hips with decks-; that he ftiould/ pay five hundred ta- ^'^Jf'^^'* 
lents within the fpace of twenty years ; that both of them 
fliould be contented with what they had before the break* 
ing out of the war ; and laftly, that Prufias fhould pay 
the Methymneans, Egeans, Cumaei, and Heracleats, an 
hundred talents, by way of reparation for the damages he 
had dpne them* Thefe conditions being agreed to, and 
figned by the contending parties, Attalus returned to Per- 
gamus with all his fea and land-forces, and Prufias re- 
tired into Bithynia, after having evacuated all the cities 
and fortreffes which he had taken during the war ^. 

Attalus being thus, by the aflfiftance of the Romans, de- Sindshis 
livered from fo dangerous a war, fent his nephew, the *'M'*"' '• 
ion of Eumenes, named alfo Attalus, to thank the fenate f^^i^^g 
for their kind oflBces, and to renew the friendfhip and at- fenati. 
Uance which had formerly fubfifted between his father and 
the people of Rome. Young Attalus was received by the 
fenate with all pofiible marks of difiindlion, the ancient 

V Polyb. Legat* 136, lyf* Appian. in Mithridat. p. iti> 
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tfeflties with hie father were renewed, and he, loaded wHh 
many prefents, was fent back t6 bis vncle ; aU the cities 
of Greece, through which he was to' pafs, having been 
ordered to receive and treat him in a manner fuitable to 
his condition '• 

Prufias having difeharged part of the fum which he was 
to pay to Attalus, hoped, by the intereft of his (on Ntco- 
medesi who refided at Rome, and was in great favoar with 
the fenate, to prevail upon the fenators to forgive the re- 
mainder. With this view he fent one Menas, a cbidF 
lord of his court, to Rome, in quality of ambaflador ; his 
inftru£tions were, to make ufe of Nicomedes' intereft to 
gain his point y and in cafe he did not fucceed, to difpatch 
Nicomedes, of whofe great intereft at Rome he began tt) 
be jealous. For the more eafy execution of this wicked 
defign, he commanded two thoufand tfttn to embark with 
his ambaflador ; an extraordinary guard, but necefiary t6 
facilitate the efcape jof Menas after the aflafBnation, and 
proted him after his return into Bithynia* Menas, on his 
arrival at Rome, employed Nicomedes to ufe his beft of- 
fices with the fenate ; but Androntcus, the ambafTador of 
the king of Pergamusf pleaded his matter's caufe fo weR, 
that the former decree of the fenate was confirmed. 
"What therefore remained was, to put the barbarous of- 
fers of Prufias in execution, and murder Nicomedes. But 
as the young prince was greatly beloved at Rome, it 
feemed dangerous to Menas, notwithftanding the nu- 
merous guard, which he concealed on board his 0iips, to 
fnal^ any attempt upon his life in fight of the fenate. 
A^tcr he had been long in fufpenfe, He refdved at laft to 
^communieate to the fon his father's dcfign, and to cum 
tkc plot againlc the autbor and contriver of it. Accord- 
ingly Menas discovered to him his private inftru£lions ; 
and, at his requeft, imparted the whole matter to An^ 
droi^icus the Pcrgamian ambaflador, who obtained leave 
^f his matter to tranfport Nicomedes into Afia on board 
his fhip, that prince proitHfing to take him under his pn*- 
ieAion, and fupport hfm agatnft Ws father, who was np 
lefs intolerable to his neighbours than to his own fubjjeds. 

'Yht two amba^adors failed from the port of CMna ^ 
the fame time ; and they arrived, as it had been agreed 
upon, at Berenice, a fmall city on t?he coaft of Epirtis. 
There they both landed their men, under pretepce of rc^ 
frefiiing them after the voyage, and met pritateiy to con- 
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t^t together with NicomedeSj about the tneituteB tha€ 
might fe«m moft proper for the execution of their defign« 
Next morning Nicomedcs^ as it had been concerted the SicomeJtt 
tt^ht before, vent aihore in a purple robe^ with the proclaimed 
lojal diadem on bis head^ and a fceptre in his hdnd. king of Bi^ 
Hereunon Andronicus, with a hundred men be had with ^^y^^^* 
him, laluted and proclaimed him king of fiithynia* Me« 
liaSi pretending to be furpi ifed at this, aflemhled in great 
bafte his two thoufand Bitbj^nians, aild, in an artful 
^ech) exhorted them to fide wiA that party which was moft 
Ucely to prevail y he infinuated, at the fame time, that Pru« 
fiaa was generally hated, while Nicomedea was belof ed, not 
Imly by the Bithynians, but by the Romans, and the hoh* 
jefiis of the king of Pergamus^ who were ready toaifift 
him to die utmoft of dieir power. HaTing ended his 
fpeecb, he obferved in the countenances of his men an 
unanimous determination to adhere to the young prince \ 
whereupon, feconding their inclination^ he immediately 
joined the troops of Aadronicus, and faluted NicomedeS 
king of Bithynia. After great ihouts, and repealed accla* 
mationa, they all re*embark?d, &t fail, and landed in a 
port of the kingdom ol Pergamus. Attatua receired 
young Nicomedes with great joy, and immediately dif« 
patched meflengera to Pruiia^, requiring him to deliver 
up fome provindes to His fon, and fix certain revenues on 
him for his fubfifience. To this demand the old king an«_ 
fwered, that Nieomedes fliouid foon have the Idpigdom^ of ^ 
Pergamus afl%ned to him for his maintenance ^. 

But notwithftandir^thifli haughty atifwer, he forthwith 
difpatehed ambafladors to Rome, defiring the fenate to 
fend commiffioners into BMiynia, and fetde matters be- 
tween him and Attalus, in an amicable manner. In the Attains en* 
mean time Attalus, having encouraged Nicomedes to courages 
moke war upon his father, by interpreting, in his favouri Nicomides 
die anfwerof an oracle in Epirus, as if the eod promifed 1^.**^*' 
tfaeyoiai^ prince the kingdom of Bitfayoia-, took the ^^}X^ 
field ; and> entering with Nicomedes the dconinions of 
Pzufias, was every where received with joy, and acclaa 
matiDn* The king not daring to truft his Bithyniaos, had 
recourfe to Diegyles, one. of the petty fovereigns o( 
Thrace, wkofe daughter he had married for his fecond 
wife. But all the luccours that prince a)u}d fpare him 
were oaiy five hundred mem With thefe he ibut hink* 

r Appian. in Mithtidatlc. p« S74, 171* < Zozim. Hifton 
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fclf up in the city of Nice ; but-obfcrving that the citizens 
were ready to revolt, and only waited for the arrival of 
Nicomedes and Attains, he left that place, and took re- 
fuge in Nicomedia, which' he thought ftrong enough to 
endure a long fiege, not doubting but in the mean time am- 
bafladors would arrive from Rome, who, by the interpofi- 
tionof their authority, and good offices, would accommo- 
date all diffierences between him and his fon. But in this 
hope he was difappointed ; for though his ambaiTadors, 
on their arrival at Rome, defired an audience of thefenate 
without delay, yet the praetor, in order to favour Attains, * 
deferred it under various pretences* At length he pre- 
fented them to the conicript fathers $ and being ordered 
to appoint three ambafistdors tp be fent into Bithynia, he 
made choice of fuch as were not qualified for that com- 
miffion ; for they were men of mean parts, and befides, 
made a very ridiculous appearance, one of them being 
ftrangely disfigured with icars> the other lame, and the 
third a mere idiot: whence the faying of Cato, that the 
Bithynian embafiy had ifeither head, feet, nor under- 
ftanding \ ^ It may be eaGly imagined, that men of this 
deipicableiigupe and character had no great weight in the 
two courts.' Attalus and' Nicomedes feigned themfelves 
ready to fubmit to the authority of the fenate \ but the 
Bithynians, fecretly tampered with by them, openly de- 
clared, th^t they could no longer bear the tyranny of Pru- 
fias, and therefore entreated the ambafiadors to return to 
Rome, and lay their complaints before the fenate, not 
doubting but they (hould be able to fettle Nicomedes. on 
the throne before any new refolutions could be taken by 
the confcripit'fathers. The amba£adors were eafily pre- 
' vailed upon to leave Bithynia, and return for new inftruc- 
tions to Ronrfc. ♦ 

They were no fooncr gone, than Attalus and Nicome- 
des, at the head of the Pergamian troops, advanced to 
Nicomedia, which readily opened its gates to them, and 
Nicomedes^ left the old king at his fon's meroy.. Prufias feeing him- 
wiVA the {yf thus defcrted and betrayed by all, fled for refuge to 
^/"/^^^ the temple of Jupiter; But the fandity of the place 
drkies*his co^hi not fcrecn him from the violence of his fon, who, 
father from as he had been brought up at Rome, waS tainted with the 
/^^Mr^ff^. depravity of manners that prevailed there; for he no 
fooncr beard that his father had taken fan£tuary in the 

a Plut 10 Cat* Major. 
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tetnple of Jupiter, than he fent thither aflaffins to take 
away his life ^ (F). 

Soon after this event, Attalus joined the Romans againft 
Andrifcus, who pretended to be the fon of Peifes, king of 
Macedon, and heir to his dominions. This was the laft 
enterprize Attalus engaged in ; for Andrifcus being taken 
prifoner, and an end put to that war, he returned home • 
with his fea and land-forces, , and gaye himfelf up to an ^f^^^' 
idle and diflblute life, as Plutarch informs us, adding, /J^1a/7' 
that Philopcemen, one of his courtiers, governed both the an idU and 
king and kingdom at his pleafure ; infomuch that nobody dijfoluulifi, 
applied to Attalus, but to this prime minifter, for favours 
or employments. We have obferved above, that Eumenes 
had a fon, who being a minor at the time of his father's 
d^th, the tuition of the young prince, with the crown, 
was left to Attalus the uncle. This guardian not only 
carefully educated his pupil, but at his death left the ^'^ ^ 
crown to him, paffing by his own children : for he looked '' 

upon it as a mere depofitum intruded with him for his 
nephew, and therefore reftored it to him in the next fuc- 
ceflBion^ (G). 

. AttaluS) 

b Appian. in Mithridat. p. 1741 175. ^ Plut. ibidr&in lib* 

(F) Diodorus Siculus tells fe6Hon which he had for hii 
us (i), that the unnatural fon brother, whereof we have re- 
killed him with his own hand ; lated a very remarkable in* 
Strabo ( 2 ) charges Attalus fiance in the foregoing reign* 
with the death of Prutias ; He was a great encourager of 
Dio Caffius and Zonaras fay, learning, and took particular 
that he was aifaffinated by his pleafure in the converfation of 
own fubjefts { 3) ; but Livy {4.) learned men, efpecially of Ly- 
divides the guilt of this hein- con, a native of Troas, and a 
ous murder between Nicome- philofopher of great note, 
des and Attalus. The Ro- whom he entertained at his 
mans took no notice of what court with a magnificence 
had pafled in Bithynia, but worthy of a king. He built 
treated Attalus with the fame two cities in Lydia, the ont 
kindnefs they had formerly called Attalia, from his name, 
ibewn him, and fuffered^Nico- and the other from his furnaow - 
medes to enjoy peaceably the Philadelphia. The author of 
fhiit of his wickednefs. the firft book of the Macca- 

(G) He was fumamedPhil- bees, mentions him among thfT 

adelphus, from the (incere af- allies ofthe Roman people (9); 

(1) Diodor. Sicul. in Photii Bibliotb. cod. 244^ (1) Strab* 

lib. xiii. p. 614. (3) Dio Caffius, lib. xlii. Zonar* lib. vi« 

(4} Liv. Epitom* lib. 1. (5) 1 Maccab. xv« 
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Tii Hiftory of PergMtus. 

Attalasy the fon of £uaaenesy was fparce feated on the 
throne, when he began to aA like a madman. In ;the 
firft piace, he caiifed moft of his relations, and the beft 
firiepds of his family, to be inhumanly maffacred, charg- 
ing fome of them with the death of his mother Strato« 
nice, who died in an advanced age ; and others, with the 
murder of his wife Berenice, though it was well known, 
that (he died of an incurable diftemper, and was gen6» 
rally lamented. Many, upon groundJeb fiifpicionsy were 
cut off with their wives, children, and whole families* 
In thefe executions he made u(e of his mercenaries, whom 
he had hired for this purpofe, out of the moft cruel and 
£ivs^e of the barbarous nations. After he had thus filled 
the city of Peigamus, and the whole kingdom, with 
blood and daughter, and cut off the beft men in bis king* 
dom, including thofe who had ierved his father and uncle 
with the greateft fidelity, he began to be feized with 
the horrors of remorfe : his murdered relations were per* 
petually haunting him ; he fell into a deep melancholy, 
confined himiielf to his palace, put on mean apparel, let 
his hair and beard grow, and fequeftered hintfelf from 
the reft of mankind. Afterwards he withdrew from the 
palaf^Cy and ihut himfelf up in a garden, which he cul- 
tivated with his own hands, fowing it with all forts of 
poifonous herbs. Thefe he mixed with wholfome pulfe ; 
and, in his fits of infanity, fent packets of them to thofe 
whom his gloomy temper led him to fufpe£i. In thefe, and 
fuch extravagancies, he fpent the whole time of his reign, 
which, happily for his fubjedis, was fhort ; for it ended 
after five years in his death : it happened in the foliow- 
xng manner. 

As he was without friends, without relations, and even 
without courtiers, no one daring to come near him^ he 
Employed his time in the occupation of a founder j and 
undertook to make a brazen monument for his mother. 
While he laboured in melting apd working the brais, the 
heat of the fun and furnace threw him into a fever, of 
which he died, delivering his people from the moft.cxuel 
and barbarous tyrant that ever fwayed a fceptre '• 

* Juftin* lib. xxxvi. cap. 4. 

and TuUy tells us, that he was Scipio JSuiUianus, w&ile he 
a conftant friend to Rome, and lay at the fiegc of Numantia, 
fent magDificent presents to in Spain (i). 



(^. Cic* in Orat. pro Dej.otaia 



At 



The Hyhiy cf Ptrgcmuu 

At h!s death he left a wil]> wherebjr he made the Ro- 
mans heirs of all his efFe^s ; iti virtue of this will, the 
Republic feized on his kingdom, reckoning that among 
his efie£is> and reduced it to a province, which was 
known hy the name of Afia Propria. Eudemus of Per- 
gamus brought this will to Rome» and there delivered it 
to Tiberius Gracchus^ tribune of the people^ together 
with the deceafed king's crown, and purple robes "^ (H}« 

But Ariftonicus, the next heir, did not tamely fubnut 
to the will which Attains was f^id to have made. He 
was the fon of Eumenes^ and brother of Attains, though 
by another mother, an EpheGan courtezan, the daughter 
of a mufician. As the fon of Eumenes, he laid claim to 
the crown ; and, having aflembled ^ confiderable army^ put 
faimfelf in a condition to maintain his pretenfions. With 
the affiftance of a body of Thracians and Phocacads, 

• Juftin. lib* xxxvi* cap. 4.. Plut. in. Tiber. Gracch. 
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(H) The words of Attdus's 
ItiU were, •* Populus Romanus 
bonorum iheorum hasres efto : 
Let the people of Rome be 
the heirs of my j^oods :'* thefe 
words the fenate mterpreted as 
comprehending his kingdom, 
which they reckoned among 
the king's goods* But fome 
of the neighbouring princes, 
fiamely Imthridates, king of 
Pontus(t), looked upon this 
will as a mere forgery ; , others 
were of opinion, that the Ro- 
mans, all6win^ it to be ge- 
nuine, Were, m virtue of the 
iibove mentioned words, en- 
titled only to the deceafed 
king^s moveable goods, the 
kingdom itfelf belonging, by 
right of fucce&on, to Ariflo- 
iiicus, the only furviving prince 
of the blood-royal. It is true, 
he was the natural fon of Eu- 
menes ; but this, according to 
the cuftom which obtained 
among all the eaftem princes. 



did not by any means debar 
hith from the crown, when 
there were no lawful children to 
fucceed to it. Horace, among 
the Latin writers, feems to ifi« 
finuate, as.Acron obferves in 
his notes on that poet^ that 
the Romans were intruders, 
and not lawful heirs to king 
Attalus, in the following 
words (2) : 

■-i nequeAttali 

Ignotus haeres regiam occupavL 

Nor have I forgM a royal name* 
The throne of Attalus to claim. 

It is not therefore true, that 
the kingdom of Pergamus be- 
longed, in ftri6i equity, to the 
Romans, that the republic had 
an indifputable right of domi- 
nion over thjB Pergamians, 
that Ariflonicus had no man- 
ner of claim to the kingdom 
of Attalus : as certain mo- 
dern writers confidently af- 
firm (3). 



(i) Salluft. lib. iv. Hiftorlar. (•) jHorat. lib. ii. Ode iS« 

(3) Catrou and Rouille Hift. Rom« lib. li. ad Ann. Urb. 6a4« 
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Dirhom he took into his fervice, he made himfelf mafter 
of fome ilrong places, which opened him a way into the 
heart of the kingdom, where he was joined by great 
numbers of Pergamians, who, being accuftomed to a 
monarchical, dreaded a republican government ; and 
therefore, without regarding the birth of their new leader, 
preferred his authority to that of a foreign prsetor. Hav- 
ing by theie means got together, in a ihort timie, a nu- 
merous and powerful army, he befieged the places which 
And makes were for maintaining the late king's will, and took the 
hhnfilf cities of Samos and Colophon in Ionia, and Myndos in 
Ij^'whoU ^^"^' '^^^ other places furrendered upon terme ; fo 
kingdom. ^^^^ be became, without meeting with any confiderable 

oppofition, matter of the whole kingdom '. 
Craffiis After a (harp conteft at Rome, it was determined in 

f^Jti - ^^ comitia, that Craflus might, though pontifes^ maidmus, 
gmnjlhm, ^^^^ the armies of the republic in Alia \ and he was ac- 
cordingly appointed to difpoffefs Ariftonicus, of the king<» 
dpm of Pergamus, and reduce 'it to a Roman province. 
Craflus immediately fet out for Afia ; but as we find no 
mention made by hiflorians of troops, fleets, or provi- 
iions fent with the cpnful, he, without all doubt> took it 
for granted, that the eaftcrn kings and nations in alliance 
with Rome, would furniih him with fuf&cient forces on 
the fpot to drive out the ufurper. 

On his arrival in Afia, he found that neither Syria nor 
Egypt were in a condition to lend him any affiftance, 
both thofe kingdoms beijig at that time involved in great 
tj^jffffiedb;^ troubles. He therefore had recourfe to the kings of Pon- 
^^f^ktngf$f j^g^ Cappadocia, Bithynia, and Paphlagoniia, who all 
^Cappado- fumilbed him with troops ; fo that he advanced at the 
$i^^ ^c* head^f a numerous army, or rather of four armies, to- 
wards the frontiers of the kingdom of Pergamus s. Arifc 
tonicus did not engage the conful, but retiring as he ad- 
vanced, fuflPered him to lay wafte the country, in hopes 
of finding an oppojtunity of falling upon him unawares. 
This foon offered 5 for Craffus, who was a man oiF an 
avaricious temper, having acquired an immenfe booty, 
began to retire from the inland parts of the kingdom to- 
wards the coaft, in order to fhip it off for Italy j but as 
the feafon was far advanced, and the roads were almoft 
impaffable, the army advanced very flowly \ befides, the 

f Liv. lib. lix. Vel. Patcrc. lib. ii. cap. 4. Strabo, lib. xiv, 
j». 645 Flor. lib. ill. cap. 20. s Strabo^ ibid. Jultin. lib. 

jp(.xvii. cap. I. Eutrop. lib. iv, 
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great number of waggons, loaded with the riches of the 
whole kingdom, retarded their march ftill more, and fre- 
quently occafioned a great confufion in the army ; which 
Ariftonicus being informed of, lay in wait for him in a 
narrow paflage between deep hills, and there fell upon 
him when he lead ezpe£ied fuch an attack. Crafius, Qrafiudi^ 
though thus furprifed, might have c;afily repulfed thie -^^''^ir^** 
enemy, having under his command a very numerous and ^P^^r^^^ 
well-difciplined army \ but being wholly intent on pre- 
ferving the fpoils, he unadvifedly thinned the ranks, to 
put a ftronger guard on them ; fo that the allies, being 
attacked by Ariftonicus's men with great vigour, and in a 
clofe body, were entirely routed. In the flight, the conful 
himfelf was taken prifoher, by a body of Thracians, be- ^ 
tween -^lea and Myrina ; but, as they were carrying 
him in triumph to the camp of Ariftonicus/ he began to 
coniider the reproach it would caft both on himfelf and 
his republic, if a conful and a pontifex maximus (hould 
become a flaye to fo defpicable an enemy as Ariftonicus ; 
on that confideration, he would have laid violent hands 
on himfelf> had he not been difarmed ; but as he had a 
rod in his hand to govern the borfe on which he was 
mounted, he ftruck the foldier, who was neareft him, fo 
violently with it, that he beat out one of his eyes. Thus 
provoked, the Thracian, in a tranfport of rage, drew his 
fword, and, without farther deliberation, run the conful 
through, and killed him on the fpot. By this accident andkUUm. 
Ariftonicus was deprived of the pleafure of having a Ro* 
man conful and a pontifex maximus in his power : how- 
ever, the conful's head was carried to the enemy's camp, 
and there expofed to public view \ but his body was ho- 
nourably buried at Myrina ^. 

When news of this defeat arrived at Rome, the tribes Perpvmm 
promoted two perfons to the confulatc, who were very ^^I'^^^t^ 
unequal in rank ; namely, C. Claudius Pulcher, a man of ^^^ 
an illuftrious family 5 and M. Perpenna, a foldier of for- 
tune. The latter was fent into Afia, to revenge the death 
of the conful, and put an end to the Pergamian war. 
He appeared unexpeSedly in the kingdom of Pergamus^ 
where he found Ariftonicus wholly intent on enjoying 
the fruits of his viftory. Feafts, revels, and entertain- 
ments, after the Afiatic fafhion, engrofled all his thoughts 

k Liv. lib. Ijx. Vel. Patcrc. lib. ii. Strs^bo, lib. xiv. p. 646. 
Val. Max. lib. iii. cap. ». Flor. lib. ii. cap. ao. Juft. lib. xxxvi. 
cap. 4. Jul. Obfeq. de Prodig. Eutrop. lib. iv. Orof. lib. v. 
j cap." lo. ' 
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and time ; but he was foon routed from hh lethargy hf 
the new conful, who having affemblcd, with iner^dibte 
expedition, the troops of the allies, came unexpe£tcdly 
upon him, and gaintid a complete riftory. Ariftonicus, 
after the defeat," fled td Stratonice (I), where he had no 
fooner fhut himfelf up, than -the conqueror was before the 
place, which he blocked up on all fides. Thtis, without 
expofing his men to the dangers of an aflault,, he reduced 
Ariftonicus the garrifon to fuch ftraits, that they defcrered both the 
'^^f'f/i' city and their leader into his hands. The philofophcr 
^ '^'*' Blofius (K), who had affifted Ariftonicus with his eoun- 
fels during the whole courfe of the'war, exhorted him to 
prefer a voluntary death to a (hamcful captivity ; and en- 
couraged him to it, by diipatching himfelf in his pre* 
fence ; but he hot having courage enough to lay violent 
hands upon, himfelf, even in the moft calamitous circum- 
(lances, fufjered himfelf to be Carried to the conful, who 
kept him in chains to grace his triumph. 

In the mean time, new confuls being created at Ilome» 
viz. C. Sempronius Tuditanus, and Manius Aquilius ; the 
latter was appointed to fucceed Perpenna in Afia, and end 
that war, by reducing the kingdom of Pergamus to a Ro* 
man province. On nis arrival, he fent an infolent mcfr 
fage to Perpenna, commanding him to deliver up Arifto- 
nicus. This order Perpenna refufed to comply withj 
and his refufal had like to have been attended with bad 
confequences ; but his death, which happened foon after 
the arrival of Aquilius, decided the queftion. He had 
quite extaufted himfelf in purfuing Ariftonicus; bow* 
ever, before his death, he took care to fliip off for Rome 



^erpnam 

iies* 



(I) The ancient geographers 
ipetition three cities in Ana by 
this name. That which is 
here fpoken of flood in Caria, 
and was, according to Strabo 
(i), originally a Syro- Mace- 
donian colony. It took its 
name, as Stephanus informs 
from Stratonice, the wife 



us 



of Antiochuft Soter. The em- 
peror Adrian, who rebuilt it, 
caUed it from bis own name 
Adrianopplis ; but in the an- 
cient Notitiae, it re^^ned its 

(i) Strabo, lib. xiv^ 



old name. Strabo (2) men-* 
tiona another city, bearing this 
name, in the neighbourhobd of 
Mount Taurus ; and Ptolemy 
a third, which he places in 
Mefopotamla. 

(K) Blofius was a native of 
Cumae, and a j^lofopher of 
great note. He warmly preff- 
ed Tiberius Gracchus, who 
had a great opinioti of his in- 
tegrity and underitanding, not 
to drop his deii^n of paifing 
the famous agrarian law* 



(s) Idem, ibid. 



all 
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lU the treaforas of the deoea&d kitig^ to the great difap- 
paintment of the conful Aquilius K 

The Pergamiansy notwithftanding the captivity ef their 
leader Ariftonicuss and the fignal vidlory gained by the 
brate Perpenaa, ftili held out againft the Romans ; the 
fear of ferving a new mafter^ and receiving laws from z, 
JForeign repuiuic, exciting the people etery where to con* 
dnue in arms ; fo that Aquilius wa6 obliged to befiege aU 
moft all the cities of the kingdom of Pergamus, and re- 
dupe them one after the other. As moft of tbefe cities 
had no other water but what was brought from diftant 
parts in aqueduftsy the confulj provoked at their obfti- 
nate refiftance^ inf^ead of demcrflfhing tbeir aquedufU^ as 
was cuftomary in war, poifoned the fprings, and by that 
contrivance fpread death and defoliation in the places he 
befieged (L). 

Aquilius having reduced the whok kingdom of Perga** Vr. ef FL 
muSf the Roman fenate appointed ten commiffioneri to 1119. 
(ettle it as a prsetoi^ian. province, and put Aquilius at the AnteCfar. 
h^ad of the commiffion. By them this great ftate was di« '^9' 
vided into feveral diftri^ts, each of them depending on ' 
the meiropoUS) where the Romah pnetor fixed his rcfi* 

* Strabd, lib. 3tlv. p. 646. Val. Max. lib. iH. cap. 4, Juftifi. Tib« 
asavi« oapw 4. Eutrop. (ib. iv. Orof. lib. v. cap, te. 

TL] All the ancients declare kings who helped to conauer 

their deteftation of this perfi- them. Lycaoaia and CiRcia 

dious and inhuman wiy of wag- were given to the Ions of A rijU 

mg war, condemning it as a rathes^ who was killed in this 

ttim notorious infradion of the war. Phrygia Mator, or the 

law of nature ; but Rome, it Greater Phrygia, was, accofd- 

ieems, was not fo much of- ing to Juftin (2), conferred 

fended at it, fince (he fuffered upon Mithridates Euergetes by 

the cruel Aquilius^ who prac- thelfeaate; according to Ap* 

tifed it, to govern the king- piaii (3), fold to that prince by 

dom of Pergamus, in quality Aquilius for a conliderable fum 

of proconful, for three years of money, which the king paid 

after his oonfulihip was ex- onthefpot. However that be^ 

pired(i). it is certain, that, after the , 

(M) The whole province ,death of Mithridates, the fe- 

comprehended Lydia, Caria, nate took Phrygia from his fon, 

the Hellefpont, and the two during the time of his minori- 

Phrygias. Some of thefe coun- ty, and declared it a free and 

tries were be^wed on the four independent fla^e. 

(i) Flor* lib. ii. cap, »a (a) Juftin. lib. xxxviii. cap. 5, 

1%) Appian. in Mithridat. p. 177 Sc io8. & de Bell. Civil, p. 362, 369* 
Juftin. ibid. Strabo, lib. Suii. p. 624, & lib. xiv. p. 646; 

As 
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' Al for the u'nbappjr Ariftonicus, he was led in chaint 
before the triumphal chariot of Aquilius, as appears from 
the letter which Mithridates the Great wrote to ArfaceSf 
king of Parthia. *^ The Romansi (fays* be, in that let- 
ter '^)y forging a will, whereby Attalus bequeathed to 
them his kingdom, led Ari(lonicus» the fon of Eumenes, 
in triumph, for attempting to recover^ by force of arms^ 
his fathejr's kingdom (N). 



tmatiom, 
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T'he Hifiory of Thrace. 

THRACE, a country frequently mentioned by the 
Greek and Latin hiilorians, derives its name, ac* 
cording to fome writers, from Thrax, the fon of Mars ; 
according to others, from the barrennefs of the foil, or 
the barbarity of the inhabitants, the Greek original bear« 
ing- either of thefe fignifications '. It was bounded on the 
north by Mount Haemus ; on the fouth by the j£gaean 
Sea ; on the eafl; by the Euxine, the Hellefpont, and 
the Propontis \ and on the weft by Mac^don, and the 
river Strymon "*. Some of the ancient geographers ex- 
tend the bounds of Thrace far beyond the river Strymon 
and Mount Haemus. Pliny" carries its frontiers to the 
Ifter or Danube \ Appian joins it to Illyricum % and He- 
rodotus i^ calls it the krgeft country in the world, except 
India. / • 

Cities of note on the jEgsean Sea were, Ocfyma, Nea- 
polis, Topiris or Toperus* all placed by Stephanus, Pliny, 
and Pomponius Mela, between the rivers Strymon and 

k Salluft. Hiftoriar. lib. iv. i Strabo, lib. xiv. p. 443. Plin. 

lib. iv. cap. II. "^Pomp. Mela, lib. xi. cap. 11. PtoUin^BUSy 
lib. iii. cap. 1 1. » Plin, lib. iv, cap. 11. ^ Appian. in Syriac* 
p Herodot. lib. v. cap. 3. 



(N) Velleius PatercuUus tells 
us rikewile, that he was led in 
triumph by Manius Aquilius, 
and afterwards beheaded (4), 
Strabo fays, that, after the tri- 



umph, he was carried back to 
prifon, and there flrangled by 
an order from the fenate (5); 
and with him agree £utropi- 
us (6) andOroiius (7). 



(4) Vel. Patei c. lib. ii. cap. 4. ' (5) Strabo, lib. xiv. p. 646. 

(6) Eutrop. lib. iv, (;) Orof. lib. v. cap lo. 

Ncftus, 
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Neftus^ or Neflus ; Datus^ on the eaftern banks of that 
river ; and near it Abdera, anciently one of the mod fa- 
mous cities of Thrace. Mela- tells us, that Abdera was 
founded by the fifter of Diomedes ; but Stephanus makes 
Hercules the founder, and adds, that he gave it the name 
of Abdera, in memory of Abderus, one of his compa- 
nions, who was devoured by the famous, or rather fabu- 
lous horfes of Diomedes. In procefs of time, a colony of 
Clazomenians fettled there ; whence the city is by fome 
writers called alfo Clazomenae. The Clazomenians were 
expelled by the natives, who fu^Fered the Teians to live . 
peaceably in Abdera, and other places of Thrace, after 
they had been expelled their own country by Cyrus the 
Great; and henqe Abdera is called by Strabo% ^nd 
other writers, a colony of the Teians. 

This city is now generally known by the name of Pb- 
lyftilo. Near Abdera, were the famous gold and filver- 
mines, fpoken of by Plutarch ', Thucydides, Ammianus 
Marcellinus, and moft of the ancient 'hi ftorians and geo- 
graphers. The place was called Scaptefyle. Stephanus 
fays it was a fmail town, and places it oppofite the ifland 
of Thafus. Here Thucydides, as Plutarch informs us, 
wrote the Hiftory of the Peloponnefian War, his wife be- 
ing a native of that place, as we read in Marcellinus *« 
On the fame coaft of the ^gaean Sea were the cities of 
Dicxa, Tirida» Ifmaros, Styma, Maronea, and ^nos. 
The two laft places were conquered by Philip, the father 
of Perfes, and upon the defeat of the latter by the Ro- 
mans, promifed by that republic to Eumenes, king of 
Pergamus; but afterwards, for political reafons, declared 
by the fenate free and independent ^ On the Propontis 
were the cities of Macron tichos, Bifanthe, Ganos, Arzus, 
Perinthus called afterwards Heraclea, Selymbriaj and Bi- 
thynia On the Thracian Bofphorus, Byzantium, and the 
port of Daphne. On the Euxine Sea, PhinopoHs, Phry- , 
gia, Philea, Auteum, ApoUonia, Anchialus and Mefem- 
bria. Byzantium, now known by the name of Conftan- 
tinople, was founded, according to Eufebius ", about the 
thirtieth Olympiad, while Tullus Hoftilius reigned at* 

^°"'= (O)- Perinthus 

4 Strab. lib. xiv. p. 443. 'Plat in Cim. • Marcel, in 

VitaThucyd t Li v. lib. xxxi.cap. 31. Polyb. lib. v. cap. 34* 

■ Eufeb. in Chron. 

* (O) Diodorus Siculus aiferts were laid in- the time of the 
that the foundations ot this city Argonaut!, by one Byfa^, who 

thea 
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Perfnthifs was foundedt acconjing^ to Stejifaanas^ hj i 
companion of Oreftes^ bearing that nam^, and afterwards 
called Heratleai from Hercules^ by whom it i^ras con* 
quered. 

This city maintaihed its liberty againft Philip, the foil 
of Amyntas, after all the other cities of Thrace had fuh* 
mitted to his fway. 

The inland cities of Thrace w^re» Jamphorina^ thd 
metropolis of the Moedi 9 Pantalia, the capital of the DaiM 
thditas; Ufcudama^ the chief city of the Beffi ) Philippo* 

E»lis5 built by Philit)^ the father of Alexander^ ileaf the 
ebrus } Nicopolisj founded by Trajan Oh the banks of 
the Neftus ; Mulolitum^ ftandirig between the Neftos and 
the Hebrils ; Tempyrum, n^entioned by Ovid ^ as fitnated 
on the banks of the H^brtis ; Adrianopolis^ built by 
; Adriani between the Hebrus and Mount Rbodope i and 

Plotiitopolisy fo called from the wife <^ Tf ajan. 
iimintains The moft remarkable moiuntafitl^ of this cteAtry, are ^ 
mmiri*utr$, Hsemus^ the highdft in ThraCe, parting it from Lower' 
Myfia to the north ) Rhodope, famous amorig the poets 
lor the fate of Orpheus } PangaeuSf feparating Thraed 

« Ovid. Trift. lib. I. eUg. 9 



then reigned in the neighbour- 
ing country, and froifl whofe 
catnc the city was called B7- 
aantiutn (8). This Byfas, if 
Eudathius is to be credited (9) 
arrived in Thrace a little befotv 
Ihe Argonauts came into thofe 
feas, and fetrted there with a 
colony of Megarenfes. Vel- 
leins PatercuHus afcribes the 
glory of founding this great 
metropolis to the Milefians ( i ) ; 
and Ammianus Marcellinus to 
the inhabitants of Attica. Some 
ancient medals of B}^xantiurii^ 
which hate reached onr time^, 
bear the name and head of By- 
fas, with the prow of a ihip on 
the rcverfe, probably of that 
fhip which brought bini into 
Thraee JufHn ^as greatly 
miilaken as to the origin and 

(81 Diotlor. Skuli libi ^. (9) Buftsth.hi Dionyf. 
Farcj c. lib/ ii« \%) Thucyd lib. iii. Helrodot* lib. iv. 



founder of this city» tlrh^n \a 
tvrote. that Panfanias, king of 
Lacedsemon, bidk it ; fince h 
is certain y that I^aufahias ttkk 
*n ffotfv Che Perfiaos^ who hid 
made themfelves maftera of k 
before the king of Lacedtcmoil 
had eter been in Afia (a). It 
underwent many revolutions} 
having been fometimes fubjed 
to the PerKianSy fometimes to 
the Lacedaemonians, and to the 
Athenians. It is not without 
reafon that the fituation of By- 
zantium was looked upon hj 
the aneients as the mdl pl^ 
faiit« and alfo the itioil conve- 
nient for trade, of any in tkfe 
world ; but we ihall have oc- 
cafion hereafter to fpfeak of it 
iffotts at length. 



(i)Vcl. 
from 



from MacedQn; and Orbelus, not far from tfic river 
Nefl:i|s. Haenius and Rhodope are tvQ long chains of 
mountain^^ running almoft in a parallel line from th^ 
confines of M^cedon to the E^uxine fea. The rirers of note 
arc thefe ; the HebruSj which fprings from Mount H«muy> 
and, watering the territories of rbilippopoKs, Adriana- 
poHs^ PlotiijopoKs, and Trajanopolis, mfcharges itfelf by 
two mouths iipito tbe ^gaean Se?, oppofite the iiland oiF 
Samothracc ; the Strymon, which rifcs on A&unt Paiv- 
:us,^ o;i the borders of M^cedon, and falls into the fame 
:a ^twc^n AmphipoKs and tj^fymz; the Neffus, or 
Neftus^ fprin^ing from Mount Rhodope, and difcm- 
boguin^ irfelf mto the. fea. over-againft Ae iiland of Tha- 
fns; the Melas, t)ie Arzus, thePanyfus; the firft emp- ^ 
tyinff itfelf into the iSgsean Sea, the iecond into the Fro^ 
ponti^A ^nd the third into the Euxine ^ 

The Thracian Cherfonefus is a peninfnla, inclofed on ^^ T/tro' 
the iouth by the ^gsea^n Sea, on tne weft by the guif of dan Cher* 
Bfelas, and oij the eaft by the Hellefpont, being joined on fimfiu. 
the nordi to the continent by ^ neck of land about thirty- 
fcydn furlpngs broad. It contained the fpUowing cities. 
Cardie, Agora, Panormus, Alopeconnefus jElaeus, Seftus, 
Madytos, Cifla, CallipoKs, LyjGmachia, and Paftye. 
Cardia was fituated on the Gulf of Melas, at the entrance 
into th^ peninfula, and fo called, according to Pliny 1^^ 
from \y$ being built in the form of a heart. Agora, ra- 
normus, and Alopecoqnefu^, ftood on the fame guif ; the 
latter was fo called'from the great number of foxes which 
infefted its territory. Pliny, mifled by tbe name, which 
fignifies in the original Qrecfc, the Hand of Foxes, took ' 
it to be an iftand ; but all the other geographers fpeak of 
it as fituated on the Cherfonefus, El?eus ftood on the 
coaft of the Hellefpont, oppofite Cape Maftufia, now 
Capo Graeco. CalKpoUs, now Gallipoli, is placed by 
Strabo and Pliny on the coaft of the Propontis, near the 
northern spoutb of the Hellefpont. It gives its name to 
the famous ftreights: which divide Europe from Afia. Of 
Sefto« and Lyfimachia we have fpoken in the hiftories of 
Pcrfia and Syria. As for the other cities of the Cherfo- 
nefns, they contain nothing wdrthy notice. 

The inland parts of Thrace are vety cold and barren, SoiL 
the fnow lying on the mountains great part of the year ; 
but the maritime provinces are produftive of all forts of 
' grain and necefiaries of life; alfo fo pleafant, that Mela 

> Vid^Pi^nip. Melamo ibid» nin. lib. iv. cap. 11. Strab«]ib. vii* 
p. xto. y Piin. lib. iv. cap. ti, ta* 

compares 
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compares them to the moft fruitful ^and agreeable couo^ 
tries of Afia f . 
Mamttrsf The ancient Thracians were deemed a br^ve and war- 
reiigioB, like nation, but of a cruel and favage temper^ ftrangers to 
^^* humanity and good-nature. In point of religion they differ- 

ed little from the Macedonians, their neighbours, adoring 
iupiter, Hercules, Diana, Bacchus, Mars, and Hermes or 
/lercury, by whofe name alone their kings ufed to Avear, 
pretending to be his defcendents *• Herodotus gives us 
the following account of their cuftoms and manners: 
when a child is born, his relations, fitting round him in a 
circle, deplore his condition, on account of the evils he 
, muHfuffer in the courfe of his life, enumerating the vari- 
ous clamities incident to mankind; but when aay one 
dies, they inter him with great rejoicing, repeating the 
miferies he has exchanged for happinefs. Among the 
Creftontans, inhabiting the mountainous parts of Thrace^ 
each man has many wives, who, at his death, contend 
warmly who (hall be accounted to have been the moft dear 
to the bufband. In the end, (he who is adjudged to have 
merited that honour, after having received great commen- 
dations, both from the men and women, is killed upon 
the grave by the neareft of her relations, and buried in the 
fame tomb with her hu(band. The Thracians in general 
were wont to fell their children, and took no care of their 
daughters, fuffering them to live with whom, aiid in what 
manner they pleafed ; nevcrthelefs they kept a ftrift guard 
over their wives, and purchafed them of their relations 
at a very great rate. To be marked on the forehead was 
honourable ; and a man, without fuch marks, accounted 
ignoble. Idlenefs was efteemed an appendage of great- 
nefs, husbandry looked upon as unbecoming, and to 
fubfift by war and rapine highly glorious. The funerals 
of eminent perfons among them were celebrated in the 
following manner : they expofed the dead body to pub- 
lic view for three days ; during which they performed 
their lamentations, and facrificed to the infernal gods vari- 
ous forts of animals. When the facrifices were over, they 
either burnt the body or buried it in the ground; and, 
having thrown up a mound of earth on the grave, they 
indulged in feafling, and celebrated all manner of combats 
and fports round the place ^. 

' Thrace was anciently divided into numberlefs kingdoms 
independent of each other. Herodotus tells us, that if 

« Pomp. Mela, ibid* * Herodot. lib. v. cap* 3, 4» & feq. 

h Idem ibid* 

the 
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the Tfaracians had been either under the government of Goverm* 

one prince, or unanimous in their counfels, they would ^^^^ f*' 

have be^n the moft powerful nation in the world ; but that '**^**'* 
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they were not formidable, being divided into many dif- 
ferent nations, and ever at variance among themfelves^. 
Thefc different nations were, the Dolonci,. Dcnfcleta;, 
Beffi, Bifiones, Odoniantes, Ctcones* Edoni, Brygi, 
Thyni, Picrcs, Odryfse, Autonomi, Crobyzi, Moedi» Sa« 
pxi,. and Ceietse. The Dolonci were fo called from Do- D^k^cu 
loncus, one of tbcir kings ; who, according to Euftatius,^ 
firfl: introduced polygamy among them *". At the time of 
Darias's expedition into Greece, they were- pofTcfled of 
the Thracian Cherfonefus, and governed by princes of 
the family of Milciades. 

The Denfeletse are mentioned by Tuily% Pliny ^ Stra- Dtnj^gu* ' 
bo 8, and Livy**, who calls them DentheJitae. All we 
know of them is, that they had at firft a king of their 
own ; that they were afterwards reduced by tho, Mace- ' 
donians ; that they aflifted ikie, Romans againft Philip 
and Perfes, kings of Macedon, and continued faithful to 
Rome, till, being provoked by the oppreflions and cruel- 
ties of Pifo, they took up arms againft him, committing 
great devaftations in the neighbouring countries fubje& to 
the Romans* In the reign of. Auguflus they were ftill 
governed by their own princes • for we find one Sitas, 
mentioned by Dion CaiTius ^ as reigning over them, and 
making war upon the Baftarnae, whom he entirely defeated 
with the troops fent to his affiftance by^llraiTus, at that 
time pnetor of Macedon. 

The Befli inhabited Mount H^emus, living in huts, and Bi^SL 
maintained themfelves by plundering, their neighbours. 
They were by far the moft favage and inhuman of all the 
Tfaracians, as appears from St. Jerom, Paulinus of Nola, 
£Qtropius, and Ovid, who make particular mention of 
their cruelty. Their chief city, Ufcudama, is now known 
by the name of Adrianople. They lived under their ow» 
kings, the neighbouring princes not being inclined to dif- 
turb them, till the confulate of M. Licinius Lucullus, and. 
C. Caflius Varus. Lucullus invaded their country; and, 
having gained a fJgnal viftory over them, took pofleilion of 
their metropolis, and fubje£led the whole nation to the 
Roman laws ^. The Romans, notwithftanding they had 

« Herodot. lib. v. Tub ipit. <i Euftath. in Dionyf. « Cic. 

Orat. in Pifon. f Plin. lib. i v. cap. it. s Strab. lib. vit. 

^ Liv. lib. ix. Decad. 4. * Dio Caff. lib. li. k £utrop« ibid. 

Oio/;Ub. iv. cap. 3, Hift. Mifce]. hb.vi. Flor. in £pit. lib T^^yxu 

reduced 
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rsduced the Thracians by force of arms, fitfiettd tktilf U 
live under their own kings ; for Pifo,'while fae'gOYerncd Ma* 
cedon in qualitv of proconful« having treachermifly feizri 
Rabocentus, wikmd Strabo calls prince of the Boffi, cu\xk6 
him to be publicly beheaded $ which affront feezafperatcd 
the whole nation^ that they (hook off the Roman yoke ; 
but were overthrown in a great battle by 0£lavius, the 
fadier of Augnftus K During the civil wars of Rome tbejr 
attempted once more to recover their liberty ( but were 
again conquered by the famous M. Brutus^ junior **. In 
i£e reign of Auguftua, one VologefiBS> a native of the 
country, and prieft c^ Bacchus, havings undbr pretenctf 
of religion, affembled a numerous body of people, ma<k 
himfelf mafter of the whole country^ and, entering the 
Cherfonefus, committed moft dreadful ravages ; but was 
at laft overcome by L. Pifo, who obliged the favage inba^ 
bitants to lay down their arms, and fwmk to fuch cendio 
tions as he was pleafed to impofe. From this time the 
Befii continued fubjef^ to tiie Romans, without makkig 
any farther attempts towards the recovery of thmr ancient 
^ liberty \ 

Bifomu The Biftones inhabited that pasrt of Thrace which Hes 

between Rhodope to the north, the river Hekrus to die 
eaft, the Nefibs to the weft, and the .^^sean Sea to die 
ibuth. The Bi&onee underwent the fame fate as the 
cMther people of Thrace, having been firft fubdiied by the 
Macedonians, and afterwards by the Romans. 

Odomantis. The Odomaates bordered on Macedon, being parted 
from that country by the river Strymott. In the time of 
the Peioponnefian war they were governed by PoUes^ the 
only king of theOdomantes we find mentioned in faifiory, 
who, in that war, fided.with the Athemans^. 

CicQntu The Cicones inhabited the country lyin^ between the 

tlebrus and the Melas >*• The city of £noSy famous on 
aceonnt of the tomb of Polydorus, was their caprtaL Ho« 
mer fpcaks of three of their kings, Pirous, bnbrafus, 
SMod Rhigmus. Pirous^ if that poet isr to be credited, 
efpoufed the caufe of the Trojans, and wis killed by 
Thoas the ^tolian. Rhigmus, his fon and fu«cefi<»r, v^as 
killed in the fame war by Achilles. 

MdQHu The Edoni, or JBdones, poi&fled that country wlucb 

lay between the Strynvon and the famous city of rbibppif 
and are mentioned by Herodotus S Thucydides, and 

1 Smton. iu Oaav. »I>i«CaC lib.sjl^n. aPkH^liH 

y9* cap. 12. « Thucyd. lib. ▼• pHom^r JKad. B'» 9 He^ 
dot. Ub* V, cap. ii.&it4.^Uii. vii*c«p« iioy ii4<&!Ufo*ix.€ap.7#k 
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Rmy. lliamyris, the celebrated mufician, was a tidtive 
of this country : he is faid to have been the difciple of 
Linus, and contemporary with Hercules and Orpheus. 
The Edoni were governed by kings, like the oth^r Thra- 
cian nations. The following princes are mentioned by 
the ancients. Dryas I. Lycargus, Dryas 11. and Pittacus» 
Dryas is mentioned by Apollodorus ' and Ovid 5 Lycurgus 
by Virgil •, Apollodorus, Hyginus ^, arid Diodorus Sicu- 
lus " ; which laft tells us, that he made war with Bacchus. 
Dryas II. was killed, according to Apollodorus and Hy*- 
ginus, by his father Lycurgus. Pittacus lived in the tim<r 
of the Peloponnefian war, and was murdered by the chil- 
dren^ of Goaxes, another petty prince of Thrace. 

' All wc know of the Brygi is, that they were fubdued Btygfh 
by M^donius, and ferved under Xerxes, when he invaded - 

•Greece. Of the Thyni we (hall have occafion to fpeak in Tkj^nu 
the hiftory of the Bithynians. The Pieres firft inhabited FiVr//. 
part of Macedon, where they confecrated to the Mufes, 
from them called Pierides, .the countries of Pieria, Libe- 
trus, and Pimplia ; as they did alfo Helicon in Boeotia, 
having fent fome colonies into that country. Being driven 
out of Macedon by the Temenidae, they fettled under 
Mount Pangaeus, near the banks of the Strymon. Thofe 
who had fettled in Boeoria were likewife driven from 
thence ; and on this occafion jt was that they fettled in 
Phocis, and confecrated Mount Parnaflus to the Mufes ^• 
The kings of the fieres, mentioned by the ancients, are 
Atlas, Tharops, and Oeager. Linus and Orpheus, fo 
much celebrated by the poets, were' the fons of the latter *. 

The Odryfae poflefled great part of that country which Odtyfg* 
lies between the mountains of Haemus and Rhodope, and 
were the moil powerful people of all Thrace When this 
kingdom began is not known. However, it is certain, 
that the Odryfae made no figure till the reign of Teres, 
who was contemporary with P^rdiccas IL king of Mace- . 

don. He was the fon of Sitalces, the firft king of the fj^o^yf^ 
Odryfae, whom we find mentioned in hiftory. Sitalces sitaias^ 
attended Xerxes in his expedition into Greece, and loft 

. his life in that war ^. He was fucceeded by Teres the firft, Tins* 
according to Thucydides, who raifed the kingdom of the 
Odryfae above the other petty ftatey of Thrace j whence 

r ApoUodor. lib. lit. * Virg. ^neid. iii. % Hygm. 

Fab. 13a. " Diodor. Sicul. lib.. iii. cap. 5, v Thu- 

cyd. lib. ii. Strabo, lib. ix;. ^ Vide Uiodor. Sicul. lib. iii, . 

cap. 5. Eufeb.de Pr»p« Evan^lib. x. cap. s. Y iSfchyl. Perfif. 
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tie is called by that writer the firft king pf the Odry&. 
lie reduced great part of Thrace, and made himfeif for- 
midable to the neighbouring princes \ but was at laft over- 
thrown in a great battle by the Tbyni* He died in the 
ninety-fecond year of his age, having fpent moil part ci 
his lire in waging war with the other kings of Thrace *. 
Siialcis IL He was fucceeded by bi^ fon Sitalces, who entered itito 
an alliance with the Athenians againdthe Lacedxmonians, 
^irc^tn delivered up to the former the ambafiadors^who 
had been (ent to his court from Sparta, in order to per«< 
fuade him to abandon his allies. He received intp his 
kii^gdom, and entertained with great'magnificence, Scylis 
king of the Scythians, who had been expelled, for ati> 
tempting to introduce among his fubje£ts the cuftoms of 
the Greeks \ but 0£lamafus, the banifhed king's brother, 
who had been raifed to the throne, threatening to invade 
Thrace with a numerous army, unkfs Sitalces delivered 
up the fugitive prince into his hands, he chofe rather to 
betray his gueft than engage in fo dangerous a war. This 
prince afterwards piade war upon the Pseonians, Macedo- 
nians, and Chalce4pnians ; in which he is faid by Thucy* 
dide$, to h^ve bad one hundred and fifty thou&nd men 
under hi^ command *• In all thefe expeditions he was at<« 
tended with good fuccefs, which ftruck fuch terror into 
ikkc other princes of Thrace, that moft of them voluntarily 
fubmitted to him $ infomuch that, at his death, he was 
^ofleiTed of all thofe provinces which extend from the city 
of Abdera on the JEgsean Sea, to the mouth of the Ifter, 
which difcharges itfelf into the Euxine ^. Sitalces dying 
without children, left the kingdom to Scuthes, the fon of 
his brother Spardocus, who, having married Stratonice, 
the daughter of Ferdiccas II. king of Macedon, entered 
into an alliance with that prince 4 and, being aflifted by 
him, made feveral new acquifitions, extending the con* 
fines of his dominions even oeyond Mount Haemus* 
Amadocus and Mefades, the fons of Scuthes, fucceeded 
each other in the kingdom ; but performed nothing worth 
mentioning* Scuthes II. who fucceeded his father Me* 
fades, fubdued the Thyni ; joined the Lacedasmoniaos. 
againft the Perfians -r and obtained a confiderablp vi£tory 
Qvcr the Athenians, who had made adefcenton thecoafts 
of Thrace : but as he was obliged to impofe heavy taxes 
on his fubjefts, to defray the expences of the many wars 
be viras engaged in, the chief lords of his ki^gdom^ en- 

2 Xenoph. AvfC. lib. vii. a Th)].cyd».lib. ii. 1)^ He* 

rojjot. lib. iv« cap. 80. & vil« cap. 137. Diodor. Sicuk Cb. xil. 
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tering into a cohfpifacy agaiilft him, drovfe Mih from the 
thrbne ; hottrever, hb was afterwards reftor ed bv Iphi- 
cratcs, atid left the kingdom to Cotys,* the fon oi Am^- 
doctls. Cotys was a mbft voluptuous prince ; but, at thie C#gtA 
fame time, a man of courage ^ ^nd refolution. He main- 
tained, during his whole reign, a War with the Atheni- 
ans ; tmd was at laft aflaffinated by Python and HeracU- 
das, both natives of -ffinos ; who, after the murder, fly- 
ing to Athens, were kindly received by the Athenians, 
made free of their city, and prefented With crowns 6i 
gold, for having thus delivered them from fo troublefomfe 
an cnefny *. Upon hi6 death, his fon Cherfobleptes took Cherfoblep* 
poficffion of the kingdotn, which the Athenians obliged ^'• 
niih to divide ^ith hi^ two brothers Berifades and Ama- 
docus. The Cherfonefus he gave up to the Athenians, 
choofing rather to part with that peninfula, than engage 
in a war ^g^infl: fo powerful an enemy. However, he 
could hbt avoid coming to a rupture with Philip the father 
of Alexander ; by whom he was overcome, and difpoflelt 
ed of great pirt of his dominions **. He died after a reign 
of eleven years, leaving the kingdom to his fon Scuthes, ScMthitUL 
who was then an hoftage at the court of Philip king of 
Macedon, who immediately fent him home to take pouet 
fit)n of the throne j but he was fcarce feated in it, when 
he foil upon the Macedonians who' inhabited the countries 
^hich had been tiken from his father, droVe them quite 
out, arid recovered all the provinces which had formerly 
belonged to the kirigdom of the Odryfse. , Thefe he held 
under Alexander the Great, whom he affifted againft the 
Perfians ; but, upon that prince's death, tie marched 
againft LyfimachuS at the head of twenty thoufand foot, 
and eigbt thoufand horfe ; protefting, that he would not 
fubmit ib the divifion which the captains of Alexander 
had TtiA&t. He engaged Lyfimachus twice : in the firfl 
battle, tio (Jdnfiderable advantage w-as gained on either 
fide ; but^ in the fecond, Scuthes was entirely routed, 
ixii. his ariiiy cut in pieces % H^ died foon after this 
bvcrthtb^. and wds fucceeded by his brother Ariophar- Ariopkar* 
^e$, who having, oh feis acceffion to the throne, eipoufed ««• 
{tit cauft of Eunleliis againft Satyrus king of Bofpbrus, 
ilrad by the lattet overthrown, with the lofs of almoft his 
whole army. 

c Demofth. contra Arjitocrat. Athen.lib.xii. cap. 14. ^ Vo'^ 
Jych. lib. vii. Ifocrat. Orat, de Pace. . .^ « iEfchyn. dc FalC 
Legac. Didder. dicuK lib. x viii. Curt. lib. xi. 
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Scutkit IF. Next to hii9 reigned Scuthes IV. who, as we read in 
Livy, was attacked in the heart of his dominions by Phi- 
lip the father of J^erfes., and by that prince reduced to 
f;reat ftraitSi having loft Fhilipopolis, and feveral other 
ortrefles ^ Scuthes was fucceeded by Cotys 11. who 
joined Ferfes againft the Romansi afiifting him with a 
t>ody of a thoufand chofen borfe y but Eumenes king of 
Pergamus having raifed up againft. him a neighbouring 
prince named Atleft)is, and fent a body of troops into his 
dominions, under the command of Corrabus, one of his 
generals, Cotys was obliged to. leave Perfes, and haften 
to the defence of his own kingdom. As he had ever been 
faithful to PerfeS) and almoft the only ally on wjiom he 
could depend, the king of Macedon followed him in per- 
fon, put (he Fergamians and TlKacians, who infefted his 
territories, to flight, retook the cities he had loft, and re- 
ftored tranquility to his dominions. Perfes, on his part- 
ing with Cotys to return to Macedon, diftributcd two 
hundred talents among the Thracians, who had ferved 
under him the laft campaign ; but as this fum amounted 
to no more than (ix months pay, Cotys, much offended 
that his men fiiould be thus defrauded of what was their 
due, refufed to aflift him the enfuing year ; and no fooner 
heard he was defeated and taken by the Romans, than he 
fent ambaifadors to Rome to congratulate the fenate on 
the fuccefs of their army, and excufe his having formerly 
joined Perfes. The ambafTador^ were received very kind- 
ly by the fenate, and the Thracian hoftages that had been 
taken, together with Perfes, reftored to them without 

DitgyUs. ranfom >. ^^^Y^ ^^^ fucceeded by Diegylis ; who having 

- led a body of Thracians to the afEftance of Prufias, his 

fon-in Jaw, was defeated and taken prifoner by Attains ^ ; 

Sotkymus. . and this is all we know of him. Sothymus, the fon of 
Diegylis, reigned at the time of the Social War, or the 
war between Rome and her Italian allies. Thefe domef- 
tic divifions he improved to his advantage, invading 
Greece, and laying wafte Macedon ; whence he returned 
with an immenfe booty ; but was at laft overcome, and 
obliged to abandon the countries he had poileiTed himfelf 

€9tfs lit. of, by C. Sentius, praetor of Macedon ^ Cotys III. the 
fon of Sothymus, Succeeding his father, entered into an 

f Liv. Decad. 5. lib. ii. & Decad. 4. lib. ix. g Liv. Decad. 

5, lib. ii. & V. Zonar., torn, ii* Eutrop. lib. iv- Orof. lib. i?« 
cap. lo. Hrft. Mifcell. lib. iv. ^ Srrabo, lib. xiii. p. jrt* 

Val. Max. lib. ix. cap. a. ^ Orof. lib. ?• cap. 18. Hift 

Mifcell. lib. v. • 

alliance 
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alliance with Rome, and prevailed upon Pifo, proeonftil 
of Macedon, by a prefent of three hundred talents, to 
put to death Rabocentus king of the Belli, and give him 
part of his dominions. In the civil war of Rome, he fent 
five hundred horfe to the ai&ft^nce of Pompcy. His fon Safahs. 
Safales, after his death, followed the fame party, and had 
great ihare in the^ (ignal viftory which was gained over 
L. Caflius Longinus. He diftinguiChed himfelf in the 
battle of Pharfalia ; but, neverthelefs, was pardoned by 
Cxfar. He died not long before the battle of Philippi, 
and left his kingdom, as lie had no children, to the people 
of Rome ; but M, Brutus feized it after Caefar^s death *'. 

• Though he had bequeathed his dominions to the Ro- 
mans, yet M. Brutus beftowed them on his brother Cotysj Cot^s IF. 
who, dying foon after his acceflion, left them to his fon 
Rhymetalces, who being, at his father's death, under age, Rhymtal" 
was carefully educated, together with his brother Rhafci- 'f'^« 
p'oris, by Rhymetaices their uncle by the mother. Both 
bh>thcrs ferved under Tiberius in the Pannonic war, and 
had a great ihare in the victories he gained over thofe 
barbamns. 

Upon the death of Rhymetaices, Auguftus divided the RAafcsporh 
kingddtb between Rhafciporis his brother, and Cotys his andCetjs 
fon. In this partition, the cities and countries bordertng ^' 
lipon Greece fell to Cotys, and the mountainous and bar- 
ren provinces to Rhafciporis; who thereupon, invading 
his nephew's dominions, feized the moft fruitful parts of 
them for himfelf. Cotys, thus provoked, raiCed a power* 
fttl army ; but while the two princes were ready to take 
the field, Tiberius, who had fucceeded Auguftus in the 
empire, difpatched meflengers to the brothers, ordering 
them to lay down the|r arms, and refer the decifion of their 
difierences to the arbitration of the Roman people. Cptys 
foithwith difmifled his army ; and, at the reqUeft of Rhaf« 
ciporis, came to an interview with him ; where he was 
treacheroufly feized, and loaded with chains. When 
news of 'tbefe proceedings were brought to Rome, Tibe- 
rius laid injunctions on Rhafciporis to fend Cotys tO' ^ 
Rome, and to appear himfelf in perfon before the fenate, 
to give an account of the tranfa£tion. In confeqaencc. 
of this order Rhafciporis caufed Cptys to be murdered ; 
giving out, that he had laid violent hands on himfelf;. 
This fiftion Tiberius feigned to believe ; but, however, 
infifted upon the king's coming to Rome ; which he re- 

¥ Dio, lib. xli. & xlvii. Csef. Hb. iii. de Bell. Civil. Lacan lib. v. 

E 3 fufing 
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fuling to do, Tiberius prefenpl to. the gpv^^wieat. qS 
Mce(ia, which bordered on ^ country- of the. 04.i7&t 
Pomponius Ilaccus. This governor having, tr^acheroi^i)! 
drawn Rhafciporis into the Romm tej^itppe^ g^f^4hiip^ 
to be feized, and fent lo Rome, wKctq h^ M^as accufed bf 
the wife of Cotys ; and, being conviQjQd of th& crimiss laid 
to hie charge, condemned to exile, and feiVi to Aiei^a^* 
dria. He was afcerwaxds put. to death, by sin ord^r^ i&roa\ 
Tiberius, for attempting to efcape fromi ijbe place of. hi# 
b^niflunent^ 

< Upo9 the exile of BhafciporiB, the k^Mi^daJn^ w^;dii,^Med 
between Rbemetalces his fon, who had oj^pfed^ a^l hi^ far 
ther*s meafures* and thefonaoi Coty;8. Asthefewere 
n^inors, Trebellienus, Rufus waa appointed their guardis|t|, 
and charged, with the adminiftcation. The fons.of C^tyi^. 
having, by wjhat means i& uncertain, difoUiged the emperor 
Calig^a, were by him driven.out of their k^ngdona ; Mfbich 
was conferred upon Rbemetalces.; Vbo thus^ became fp)e 
mailer of aU die countrieSi that had ever belonged, tQ the 
OdryJGe."^ From this time we find no menjtim in^de of tjie 
Odryfx .till the reign of Vefpaiian, who redup^d tbcif. 
country to a Roman provinice* 

The Autonomi, to called^ becaA^fe eveiy man ao^ong,, 
them was his own Uw^-giver, inhabi^d)the mpft rp^ and; 
barren places of /Biraoe* feparat^ iromMioGii by.lilQuot 
Haemus \ They were not afraid CJir^n to engage AJe^« 
ander; and) on that occafion, beha^ied with ei^traprdiAarjr; 
valour ; but their ixmy was cut w pieces^ and tbeii: baggage' 
taken, including their wives andt chiU^en^ A^r this 
pyertbrow the^y fiihmitted to the.coaque^ri; who,, tot f^. 
vtent.thcm from rcvolting-in his abfence, tookv along with, 
him into Afia all- ttie,chief mqn of theix; nation ^ Tbef; 
fcnred under ^ex&s againft the. Romans; butt however, 
were allowedto live according, to. their own. laU^Si tiUfthe> 
mgn of Vefpafifin, wjio nudb their country pait of the. 
province of Thrace. Tbe Grobyzi pp^^ed t&at part of, 
Thrace which lay between Mount. Htemus and: the Su-^. 
xine Sea, They had kings of their own ; and^ amon^! 
Others, one Ifanthua, who was one. of tl^e moft wealthy i 
aiuL comely princes, of his age p* 

The Mcedi inhabited dispart, of Thrace which bor^. 
deredupon Macedon, and are mentioned by mpil of the 

? Tatitus, Annal. lib. ii. Suet, in Tiber. Di.o» lib. xliv. VeK 
Patercul. lib. ultihi. "> I^>o CafT.- lib. Iv. Tacit. An* 

nal. lib. ii. ill. iv. » Thucyd. lib, ii. * Arrian. lib. 

i. Frontin«lib» ii. cap* xi« p Athen, lib. xii. cap. 17* 

ancients. 
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itriciittts^ vba alt telt ns, that they were a brave and 
^Ikttit nation, ftrang^rs to all manner of efieminacy> and 
inured to the fatigues of war. However, they were re- 
duced by Philip, the fon of Amyntas : having Ihakcn off 
tbe yoke vrHile he vtzs employed agaiaft the ByzantiL 
they were again fubdued by hi$ foil Alexander, wno pofC 
felTdd hilnfelf of their metropolis, called formerly Jam^- 
pbarina, but from hini Alexandropolis "^l Not with iland«- 
ing the great lols they fuftained on this occafion, Alex- 
andef no fooner left Mae^don, than they invaded that 
couhtry again, and penetrated as far as Greece, commit- 
ting eve'ry where moft dreadful ravages. Thus tliey con- 
tinued to harafs the Macedonians, till that kingdom be- 
came a Roman province ; when they were at laft, after a 
long war, entirely reduced by the Romans, in the qon> 
fulate of Cn. 0£lavius and C. Scribonius. ' They had» 
fome y^ars before, plundered the rich temple of Delphi ; 
aild^ with part of the booty, bribed L. Scipio, who had 
been' fent againft them, to let them depart unmoleftecl 'f 
To this facrilegious connivance of the Roman general^ 
A^pian afciibes the civil wars, and the many caiamitiey 
i«rhich*nbt Idng after fdl' upon Rome. 

The countr]t of ^ the Sapsei lay between the rivers Mehs SapaL 
and' ArzUs, bordering on the gulf of Melas, on the Cheiv 
foneftl^^ and the Propontis. The Sapaei were governeil 
By their own kings. Thofe, whofe names have reache<^ 
Its,' vMrCt Olorus, Timofheusi Rhafcipolis, Rhafcus^ and^ 
Cotys: Olorus gave his daughter HegeGpole in marriage 
to Mikiatks, the fecond of this name (P). 

Timotheus is mentioned by Ammianus Marcellinu^ as 
reigning in this part of Thrace ; but neither he, nor othe^ 
writers,* give us any account of his aftionsi Rhafcipcitf^ 
aftd* Rhafcus reigned matiy yearsj or rather ages, aftier 
Olorus; that is, in the time of the civil wars' between 
Cxfar and Pompey ; but we are unacquainted witb-^^e 
addons, and even the names, qi the intermediate Idngs^ 
the work's of Callifthenes and Socrates^ who wrote a par-^ 
ticulat and di(lin£t account of the affiirs of* Thrace^,* » 
Autarch informs us % having been loag £nce loft.^ Rhi^*^ 

q Plutarch, in Al^xand. ' Li v. Decad* %. lib* vi. IMybi 

ith. X. Appi&n. in Illyric. • Plut. in Parall. 

(P^ From this Olorus was us ; but at what time, or on 
dbfcetided the father of Thucy- what occafion, he . fettled at 
dfdes the' hiftorian, called alfo Athens, is uncertaixi* 
©!oni5, . as Plutarch infomis 

£ 4 cipolia 
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pipolis and Rliafcus, in the civil wars, fided with Pom^ 
pey, and afterwards with Brutus ; but being pardoned by 
0£^avianuSi ailifted Antony with three thoufand horfe, 
till he difagrecd with Odayianus, when they both declared 
for the latter. Cotys was the fon of one of thefe two 
brothers, fucceeded them in the kingdom, and enjoyed 
it till the latter end of the reign of Tiberius ; when he 
was treacheroufly murdered by his own fubjeds, and his 
kihgdom reduced to the form of a province ^ 
CiUt4t* The Celetae inhabited part of Mount Haemus, and part 

of Mount Rhodope \ and are called by Piiny " the moft 
lavage of all the Thracians. Livy tells us, that they fell 
upon Cn. Manlius, as he was returning out of Afia into- 
Europe, and took from him great part of the booty which 
l|ehad got by plundering fome rich cities of Gallo-Graecia ^. 
This is all we find recorded of them in hiftory. 
Kpigi9f ' The Tbracian Cherfonefus had likewife its own kings } 
^^* ^i^' «niong whom mention is made of Polymneftor, EuforuSf 
^fMifm ^^^ Acamas. Polymneftor mariled Illone, the daughter 
' of king Priam ; and, after the deftruGion of Troy, trea- 

cheroufly murdered Polydorus, wjio had been fent by his 
father Priam to be brought up at bi$ court, as in a place 
of fi^fety *. 

Euforus and Acanias are mentioned by Homer ^ ; and 
the latter is faid to have led a body of Thraciaps to the 
relief of Troy \ during the ficge of which city he was 
killed by Ajax. His daughter Ac?tc married LCneus, a 
Theflalian, by whom fte had Cyzicus, who built the fa- 
mous city bearing Jiis name » (Q^). CHAP 

e Appian. lib. \v. de Bell. Civil. Dio, lib. xlvii. Lucan. lib. 9, 
Csef. dc Beil. Civil, lib. iii. ^ » Plin. lib. iv cap. 7. w Liv^ 

Pecad. 4 lib. viii. ^ Plut* in Parall. Virgil /Bneid. lib. iii, 

ver. 45» & feq. Ovid. Metam. lib. xiii. x Homer. Iliad. 0f & f, 

* Scholiaft. Apolloniii p. 149. 



(Q ) Before we difmifs this 
fubjedf, we cannot help obr 
ferving, that the Greeks were 
chiefly indebted to the Thra- 
cians for the polite arts that 
flourilhed among them ; for Or- 
pheus, Linus, Mufaeus, Tha- 
niyris, an4 Euraolpus, all 
Thracians, were the fir ft, as 
Euffathius informs us, who 
charmed the inhabitants of 
C^rcece \ifith their eloquence 



and melody, and perfuaded 
them to exchange their fierce- 
nefs for a fociable life, and 
peaceful manners ; nay, great 
part of Greece was Anciently 
peopled by Thracians. Te- 
reus, a Tbracian, governed at 
DauHs in Phoeis, where the 
tragical llory of Philomela and 
Progac was a£ted. From thence 
a body of Thracians palTed 
over to Euboea, and- pofleifed 

theip- 
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CHAP. xxxr. 

- The Hiftory of the Ancient Kingdom of Epirus* 

EPIRUS, the ancient kingdom of the -Sacidae, was Nami,Jt^ 
I firft called Epirus Dodonaea, that is, the continent of ^^'**» 
the Dodonaans^ or the continent inhabited by the Dodo- 
naeans; and afterwards Epirus, or the continent^ without 
any addition, that being the import of the Greek word 
epeiros. Of the limits of this kingdom we have fpoken 
already in our hiftory of Greece. It was anciently divided 
into three diftrifts, or provinces ; namelyj Chaonia, Thef- 
protia, and Moloi&s \ to which fome authors add CaiTo- 
pia, Caf&ope, or Cseftrine, and Findus. Chaonia, the 
moft northern parf of Epirus, was fo called from its an- 
cient inhabitants, the Chaones, defcended, according to 
the fcholiaft of Ariflophanes, from the Thracians ; ac- 
cording to Ariftotle, from the CEnotrii, one of the moft 
ancient nations of Italy. Cities of note, *in this part of Cities of 
Epirus, were, according to Ptolemy, Oricum, or Oricus, CAaania. 
fituated on the coaft of the Ionian Sea, at the foot of the 
Ceraunian mountains. It was founded, according to 
Pliny *, by a colony from Colchis, had a famous harbour, 
and was, in^ the Roman times, a place of great note, but 
of no ftrength **. Caffiope, or Caffope, famous on ac- 
count of the temple of Jupiter Caflius ; whence, fome are 
of opinion, it borrowed its name. Torrentius, and moft 
of the modern writers, confound Caffiope in Epirus with 
another city in the ifland of Corcyra, bearing anciently 
the fame name ^ This city was the metropolis of the 
province Caflbpia^ or Caffiope, which contained, accord- 
ing to Strabo ** and Pliny, three other fmall towns ; 

* Plitt. lib. ill. caf>. 23. ^ Liy. lib. xxiv. cap. 40- Cxf. de 

Bdl. Civil, lib. iii. cap. 7, S, 15* « Vide Jac. Palmerium, 

lib. ii. Antiq. GraEc. cap> 4. ^ Strabo, lib. vii. p. 223. 

thcmfelves of that ifland. Of It is not therefore without the 

the fame nation were the Acnes, utmofi: ingratitude and injuf« . 

Tenibices, and Hyanthians, tice, that the Greeks ftyle 

who made themfelves mailers them Barbarians, iince to them 

of Boeotia ; and great part of chiefly they were indebted, 

Attica itfelf was inhabited by both for the peopling and po- 

Tbracians, under the command lifhing of their country. 
ofthccelebratcdEumolpu8(2). \ , . 

(ft) Strabo, lib. v. p. 39a. 

named 
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named Buchcetium, Elatria^ and PandoSa. The Inland 
towns of Chaonia wer^, Antigonia, founds by Antigo- 
nu8 ; Fboenice, Hecatompedum^ Omphalium, Elasus, and 
the ftrong town, or, as Pliny ciXh it, caftle ^ Cbimaera, 
much frequented on account of its hot baths. 
OfTht' '^^^ "^^^ remarkable cities in Thefprotia,- which ky 

hrQtuu between the Ambracian Lake and the fea, were, ••- 
throtum; Ephyra, Nicopolis, built by Aujguftus after the 
Afiiac viftory, and called by Pliny * a foee city, and a 
Roman colony 5 Maeandria, Czftria, Charadra,- and Am- 
bracia. The latter city, which was one of the moft con- 
fiderable of Epirus, ftood not far from tKo mouth of the 
river Arachthus, near the gulf to which it g^ve its name. 
It was in the Roinan times a place of great ftrengtb, full 
of people, and about three miles in compafs. - la ancient 
times it was a free city 5 but afterwards reduced by t\A 
^acidsE kings of Epirus, who chofe it for the place of 
their refidence '. In procefs of time, the ^tolians made 
themfelves matters of it> and held it till they were fub- 
dued by the Romans ^. 
OfM9r Moloflis was an inland province, and, according ta 

Scylax, only forty ftadia, or furlongs, in compafs ^. It 
was called KTolofiis frorn Moloflus, the fon of Pyrrhus ani 
Andromache, and contained the following. cities^ Dodo- 
na, Paffaron, Tecmon,, Phylace, and Horreuin. Dodona 
is placed by fome writers in Thefprotia *, and by others in 
Moloffis ^ 'y but Strabo * reconciles thefe two oppofite 
opinions, by telling us, that arrcicntly it belonged to 
Thefprotia, and afterwards to Moloffis ;. for it ftood oa 
the confines of thefe two provmces. .This city- w^s once 
famous for the temple and oracle of Jupiter Dodonaeus, 
much fpoken of by all the ancient writers (R).. The 

other 

c Plin.lib. iv. cap. i. ^ Polyb. Legat. a8. Pomp. Mela, 

lib xi» cap^ i. e F^oru^^ lib. xi. cafr 9» Livi lilf» aixilvHI* 

cap. 6. h Scylax» in Periplo. } Marcian^ CapieUa, lib.yi. 

K Paufan. in Attic, cap. 17. > Strabpj Ub> viir p; 2ft7« 

(R) The city of Dodona is calling it DodonayiaccordiQgjB 

faid to bave been built by Deu- fome, from a fea-nymph o£ 

caiion, who, in that univerfal thatname; according to c^ers^- 

deluge, retreated to this. place, from Dodon, the fod, or Do- 

vvhicn, by reaibn of its height, done, the daughter, of Jupi- 

fecured him from the waters, ter and Eur6pa, At the fama 

Hither reforted to him all thofe time, Deucalion is faid tp have 

. who had efcaped from the founded a tesnple, which he. 

inundation. With thefe he confecrated to Jupiter, who is 

peopled his new built ci^^ from thetice ftyled Dodonseus. 

This 
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o)li£r cities ol Mcxlaffia contained nQthui| virQCtI;i,]c q£ oIih 
fervatioiu^ The kingdom cf Egirus muft tiave po«ipcQ- 
hended, in the Roman times^ a great many: ciut9i^ oi 
\fbich no mentioa is made by the ani;ient hiftori^n^ or 
g^ograjphers, if what Pdybiuv 4* qu<H^d by Strabo ", 
and after hiip. J^ivy ", tells un, be tru^e,. that Mmllim. 
Paiidus difmaijuied. aiiul plun^ abou,t fev^nty ciMcs. (Kb* 
jeft tq^ th^ Epii:ojts* Strabo couat^ the Athemanes, Sr 
thioes,.Tymphapi,, prcft^j P^or«i,Atin tapes andPcrrhoe* 

"» ^trabp, lib,, yij, r*.*|3,, » Liv. l^b. xl^. cap. 34. 

This, was the firlt tempk; of whrch was fuppofed to be in- 

Greece; for the £pi rots were habited by the Diyades, Fauni, 

anciently reckoned among the and Satyri, who, we are told, 

Greeks. But the oracle ftems were ovien ieen danciRg. under 

t9 have been a^ conftderable the (hades, of the tiees. Be&re 

time before it ;. &>r Herodotus fowing was Jnveated^ when nseft 

t^U^U/^, th»t it was the moft lived ^poo acorns, thofi^ofthist 

aja^ca^nc o^; ^11 the oracles of wood were in great rcQUigft, as, 

Greece. appears from the rollowang. 

l"^j^ th<^ t«tn?|>Ie was a.%red verfe^: of Virgil : 
g^T6 of o^s and beeches, 

'^ Liber, 8b alma Ceres, reftro £ numers tellus 
^* Chaoniam.pingiu glandem mutavit arifiar(i).." 

Thefe oaJi;s, orbe^hes, were upon a tree,( 2 ) ; and the fchoi* 
ikid to be endued with %, hu- liafl upop Sophocles tells us, 
man y(4cey and prophetical fpi- that above the oracle there 
rit ; for which re^on they are were two jpigeons. Others are. 
called **^fpeaking and prpphe- inclined to believe, that the 
fying oaks." What gave oc- oracles were uttered from the^ 
cftfion to this fiOion was, that hollow ftock, becaufe th& pro- 
the pDophets, when they gave phetefs could beft be concealed* 
anfwors, placed themfelves in there (3). The branen kettles. 
oaefof tb^CLtn^^^ fo that the of: this plaice- were no lefs fa- 
oracle was thought to be utter- mous than the fpeaking oak. 
e^tby.the o^k, which was only Some writers affirm, that they 

goQoiinced, out of its. hoUow were made ufe of in delivering. 

Kki. or fjrom among, its hoi- the oracles.: however that be, 

low branches. Some are of Demon in Suidas fays, thatthey. 

opinion, that the oracles were were fo artificially placed about 

4fliy«tied> from, the branches of. thie temple, that, by flriking 

tbQ tree, b(pca»|fe the propheti- ooie. of them, the found was, 

<;al pigeons, a^. reported, by, cpmmui^icatsd to all the reft. 
U^rodotttSi to hai^e perched. . 

(i) Virgil. Qeogr. lib. i. ver. 7. (2) Vide Herodot. lib. ii. 

cap. s». 55. 57. (3) Ilcfip4. Eoa, 

bi. 
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bi, among the Epirotic nations ; Pliny ^ and Livy p reckon 
the Athamanes^ Tymphxi, and Perrhoebiy among the 
^tollans. 
Moaxtains^ In Chaonia were the Ceraunian or Acroceraunium 
rtverSf&c* mountains, now Monti della Chimera, parting the Ionian 
and Adriatic feas, fo called from their being frequently 
(truck with lightning. In Thefprotia were the Acheruiian 
lake, and the river Acheron, much fpoken of by the poets. 
The river had its fprings, according to Pliny % in the 
' above mentioned lake, and emptied itfelf into the Am* 
bracian gulf; but, according to Ptolemy, Strabo, and 
Thucydides % it rofe in the country of the Moloffi, and, 
pafling through the Acheruiian lake, discharged itfelf into 
the liiefprotian bay. The rivers Aphas and Arachtus 
are mentioned by Livy ', as rifing in the fame country. 
The celebrated Mount Pindus parted Epirus and Theflaly ; 
and was therefore, by fome geographers, placed in Thef- 
faly, by others in Epirus. The inland parts of Bpirus 
were very barren, and full of forefts, but the coaft was 
pretty fruitful. The horfes of. this country were in great 
requeft among the ancients, as were alfo the maftifis of 
Moloffis, from thence called by the Latins, Moloffi ^ The 
Epirots were deemed a very warlike people ; but conti- 
nued in their favage condition long after their neighbours 
were civilized ; whence the iflanders ufed to threaten 
their offenders, as we read in Athenaeus ", with tranfporta- 
tion to the continent, namely to Epirus. 

This country was firft peopled by Dodanim, the fan of 
Javin, and grandfon of Japhet, or at leaft by fome of his 
pofterity, as Jbfephus informs us (S). 

The various nations we find mentioned by the moft an- 
cient writers, as inhabiting Epirus before they became one 
people, and were blended under the common name of 
Epirots, are the Selji, Chaones, Moloffi, Dolopes, Pa- 

. ^'Plin. lib. iv. cap. II. pLiv. lib.xxxviii. fubinit/ ^Plin.' 
ibid. r Thucyd. lib. ii. « Liv. lib. viii, cip. 24. "^ Vide 

Virg. Georg. lib. iii. ver. 405. & Servtum ibid. ■ Atben. lib. ii. 

cap. 7. 



Manmrs 
§fthi irt' 
Aabiumu, 



Inhabit" 
ants. 



(S) Eufebius fays, that Do- 
danim firfl fettled in the iiland 
of Rhodes ; and that fome of 
his defcendents, being ftreight- 
cncd there for want of room, 



paiTed over to the continent, 
and fixed their '%b6de in EfH- 
rus, where they built a city, 
calling it Dodona, from their 
progenitor Dodanim (4). 



(4) Eufeb. in Chron. 



ravsa. 
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ravsi^ Orefti, Dryopes, Hellopes^ ^nianes, and Pclaf- / 

The form of government, which prevailed in Epirus, Form of g9* 
was, without all doubt, monarchical, the whole country njemmnu 
being divided into many fmall kingdoms, independent qf 
each other. "We find feveral kings mentioned by Homer, 
and other ancient writers, as i;eigning at the time of the 
Trojan war ; namely, Aidoneus, Orcus, Phidon, Echetus, 
and Harpalicus. The other Epirotic nations continued 
for a long time to be governed by princes qf their own 
blood ; but the Molofli fell very early under the power of 
Pyrrhus, a foreign prince, whofe defcendents were from 
him ftyled Pyrrhidae, and from his family -flEacidae, as the 
progeny of ^acus. Some of thefe petty kingdoms, in pro- 
cefs of time, exchanged the monarchical for a republican 
form of government; for Thucydides tells us, that in 
his time the Thefprotae and Chaones were governed, not 
by kings, but by annual magiftrates. But when, and on 
what occafion, =this change happened, is what we find no 
where recorded. At the beginning of the Peloponnefian 
war, the Paravaei and Orefti were ftill ruled by kings of 
their own nation ; the former by Antiochus, and the latter 
by Orocdus. But the kingdom of the Molofli foon eclipfed 
all the others, the Molofnan princes having fubjeded the 
whole country, and united the many fmall kingdoms, of 
which it confifted, into one, known to the ancients by the 
name of Epirus. This alone affords us matter for a 
hiftory, there being nothing upon record relating to the 
others, but the names of fome of their kings, and a few 
fabulous accounts of their aftions ; for which we refer 
our readers to Hyginus ^, and Cyrillus*. 

w Hygin. Fab. 193. 152. * Cyril, lib i. contra Julian* 

(TJ But, as to the origin of ing round the abode of the Pe- 

thefe different tribes, there is lafgian Jove, king of Dodo- 

a great difagreement. among na ;" that is, round the temple 

authors, whofe various opini- of Jupiter Dodonsus ; and in* 

00s it would be too tedious to finuates, that they lay on the 

relate. We (hall only obferve, ground, and never wailied their 

that the Selli were, by profane feet ; whence Strabo concludes, 

authors, thought to have been that they were not originally 

the firft inhabitants of Epirus, Greeks, but fprXing from fome 

and to have miniflered in the favage and unpoli(hed nati* 

temple of Dodona. Hoiner on (5). 
ipeaks of them as prieiis, ^^ liv- 

(5} Strab. ibid; 
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Fjrrkm. Wc lliall begin the hiftory of flic kings 6f Epfru^ wiA 
Pyrrhus, the firft of the ^Eacidae, who reigned in that 
tlduntfy, the timfes which preceded his reign being over- 
caft with an impenetrable mift, and the kings, who arc 
fuppofed to have ruled over the MolofB before his arrival, 
more fpoken of by the poets than the hiftorians* Pyrrtiiis 
Was the fon of Achilles, by Deidamia, the daughter of 
Lycortiedes, king of the ifland of Scyros. Upon the 
death of his father, who was killed at the ficge of Troy, 
he was prevailed upon by Diomedcs and Ulyfles to leave 
his grandfather's court, where he had been educated, and 
take Upon him the command of the troops which his 
father had led againft Troy. He diftinguifhcd himfelf at 
the (iege of that city, if the poets are to be credited, by 
his brave and gallant behaviour; and, after it was taken, 
killed old king Friam with his own hand, threw Aftyanax, 
the fon of Hedlor and Andromache, headlong from a 
high tov/er, facrificed Polyxena, the daughter of king 
Priam, on the tomb of his father, and tarried Ahdro- 
inache with him into Epirus, where he fettled, by the 
advice of the famous foothfayer ilelenus, with the Myr- 
lfiidons> who had ferved, during the Trojan war, under 
his father. He maintained himfclf in this new fettlement 
with the aiTiftance of the Pelopidae, to whom he was 
hearly related, againft the natives; who, finding they 
tould not expel him, fubmitted, and acknowleged him 
for their king. But his reign was not long ; for he had 
fcarce fettled the affairs of his new kingdom, when be 
was murdered by Oreftes in the temple of Delphi, for 
fnarrying Hermione, the daughter of Menelaus, who had 
been betrothed to Oreftes (U). 

Hisboidy, by command 6f the oracle, was buried in the 
temple where he had been murdered ; but no honours 
WOfc paid him till the irruption of the Gauls^ which hap- 

r 

(U) Sdm^ wrhers aflert^ dthers ; fot Pyrrhus, furnamed 

that, under pretence of con- Neoptolelhas/ htfd barb^foofly 

^Itii^g the oracle of Delphi murdered kihg Priatfi at ^t 

rclfftins; to his iflbe by Her- altar of Jupiter tf^ircaeus, afod 

mioue^ be attempted to plun- was himfeniliurderedae^ctU 

der the temple, and was, in taref Apbllo 0el|(»h}cu8. The 

that jittempt, killed by th^ forhame 6f Neopiolemus, ol" 

prit^s. His death gav($ x\{6 fhe young wdr^nor^ #as^ l^i"^^^ 

to the proverb, " Neoptolenfi^ «d fiini wh^ he firiH #eo« to 

revenge," iifed by the ancients, the fiege of Trdy, he being 



when one fuffered the fame then very young, 
evils which he brought upon 



pcned • 
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pene^ many ages after, when he is faid to have appeared 
ambqg other dead heroes, and to have* with his ghaftly 
looks, ftrack great terror into thofe facrilegious Barba- 
rians. From that time he was honoured with yearly facri- 
ficeS| and'folemn fports exhibited at his tomb''. The 
Pyrrfaica, a kind of tournament, or dance in armour, was 
io called from him, he having (irft ufed it round the tomb. 
of his father Achilles *. Pyrrhus had two wives, Lanafla, 
the daughter of Cleodseus, one of the defccndents of Her- 
cules> and Hermione, the daughter of Menelaus and He- . 
kna. By the latter he had no children ; but the former 
brought him three fons, Pyrrhus AJevas, and Ethneftus, 
and five daughters. By Andromache, whom fome con- 
fider as one dF his lawful wives, others among his coneu- 
bifies, he had Ukewife three fons, Moloffus, Pielus, and 
Amphialus. Pyrrhus, his eldeft fon by Lanaffa, died in 
his infancy. Alevas was educated by rcleus, his great- 
grandfather, ktngof Phthia, inTheffaly, and by him ap- 
pointed his heir and fucceffor in that kingdom *• Ethnefiius 
lived in Theflaly with his brother, and gave his name to 
the tribe et Ethneftx, mentioned by Stephanus ^ 

Moloffus Kved, after the death of his father, under the Mol^ttf» 
tuition of Helenus, the fon of king Priam, on whoni Pyr- 
rhus had beftowed Andromache in marriage, and wi^h her 
part of his kingdom ; having always fhewn great kindnefc, 
and particttkr friendflitp, for that prophet*^. Helenus 
educated him with all poilible care, and, at his death, left 
him that part of the kingdom which he had received from 
Pyrrhusl As Moloflus died without children, he be- Pieiut. 
^ueathed the whole kingdom to his brother Pielus ; for 
he had fucceeded his father Pyrrhus as well as He- 
knus(X). 

Amphialus, the third fon of Pyrrhus, by Andromache, 
iornamed Pergamus, paffcd over into Afia with his mo- 

y Vide Serf, in ii. ^oei<^. &. Conftant. ManafT. » Prifcian. 

libu xiv. Plin. lib. vii. cap. 56. & Erafmi Chiliad. . *Suidas 

voce Alevadae. b Stephan. voce eBvb^aL c paufan. in 
Attic* Scboliaft. Pindar. 

(X) Some authors write, that MoIolTus died without 

that Moloifus was fucceeded children, was fucceeded by his 

by his ion ; and that from him brother Ptelus, and that' from 

were defcended the iEaeidsfe, him the kings' of Epirus were, 

or Pyrrhidse of Epirus: but by the moft ancient writers, 

we have followed Paufanias, fometimes ftylcdPielida&(i). 
who tells us, in exprefs terms, 

(i) Paufan. in Boeotic* 

thcr i 
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ther; and, having there kiUed in (ingle combat AriaSf 
king of Teuthrania, reigned in his ftead, fixing the place 
of his reGdence at Pergamus, whence he was ftyled Am- 
phialus Pergameus'* ( i ). 

Among the defcend^nts of Amphialus, we find one 
Praces, mentioned by Paufanias, who is faid to have 
founded a temple, in honour of Achilles, in Laconia, 
whither the young men reforted to offer facrifices to that 
hero, before they entered the lifts in the public combats. 
The five daughters which Pyrrhus had by Lanafla, as we 
have obferved above, were married, according to Juftiin % 
to the neighbouring princes. 

The defcendents of Alevas reigned in Theffaly, and 
are faid, by Herodotus ^ to have invited thither Xerxes, 
king of Perfia, to whom they betrayed the country. When 
Alexander the Pherean attempted to make himfelf mafter 
of all Theffaly, they had recourfe to Alexander, king of 
Macedon, who affifted him with a powerful army. They 
were at laft deprived of all their dominions, and the cities 
they poffeffed declared free by Philip, the brother of 
Alexander, king of Macedon. As to the immediate de- « 
fcendents of Pielus, we are not furniflied with any informa- 
tion, either with refpefi to their exploits or fucceffion, there 
being little mention made of them by the ancients till the 
time of the Perfian war, when Admetus reigned in Epirus, 
and was mafter of the greateft part of that country (Z). 
Admitui* Admetus reigned in Epirus when Xerxes invaded 

Greece, and refufed to join either party. Upon the de- 
feat of the Perfians he courted the friendfhip of the Athe- 
nians, offering to enter into alliance with the republic; 
but his propofals were, at the inftigation of Themiftocles, 
rejefted with fcorn, becaufe he had not afiifted them 
again ft their common enemy. Notwithftan4ing the ill 
offices done him on this occafion by Themiftocles, he 
* afterwards received him, when baniuied from his own 
country^ with marks of friendfliip and efteem \ refufed to 

A Hygin. Fab. 97. « Juftin. lib. xvii. f Herodbt. 

lib. vh. cap, 61. 

(Y) Paufanias will have the (Z) Antonius Liberalis, in- 
city of Pergamus to have been deed, names the following in- 
fo called froraf him; but is termediate princes; to wit. 
herein contradided by moft of Drius, " Munichus, Aphidas, 
^ the ancients, who tell us, that Genous, and A Icon ; but upon 
this city was built long before what authority we know not. 
\^ time by the Myfians. 

deliver- 
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delivef him up to the Athenians and Lacedaemoniansj 
though threatened with war i and fupplied him with mo- 
ney and other necefiaries> on his leaving Epirus^ to pafs 
over into Afia «. 

He was fucceeded by Tharymbas, the only child he Tkarym" 
had by his wife Phthya ; but thi^ prince being very young *^» 
at his father's death, was, by a decree of the people, put 
under the tuition of Sabylinthus^ a man of great diflinc- ^ 

tion in his country, and of an unblemifhed charafter. 
Sabylinthus attended him to Athens^ where he applied 
himfelf with great earneftnefs to the ftudy of polite li- 
teraiture ; for he was reckoned one of the moft learned 
princes of his age, and is faid to have beeh the firft who 
introduced and encouraged learning among the Epirots, 
his fubje£ts. He likewise made many wife and wholfome 
laws^ and is, on that account, reckoned by Plutarch 
amongft the ancient lawgivers (A). 

Alcetas is the next king of Epirus we &nd mentioned Akttas^ 
in hiftory : he was dethroned by his own fubje£ls ; on 
which occafion he. fled to Dionyfius, tyrant of Syracufe, 
by whom he was affifted with a body of IlJyrians, who 
replaced bim on the throne, after having overthrown his 
rebellious fubje<S):s. His dominions were foon after in- 
vaded by Jafon of Pherae ; but having, by means of Ti- 
motheus, prevailed upon .the Athenians to enter into an 
allianqe with him, Jafon, thinking it advifeable not to 
provoke fo powerful a republic, withdrew his forces from 
Epirus, and fuffered Alcetas to fpend the remainder of his 
reign in peace **. 

Alcetas was fucceeded by his fon Neoptolemus, who, ffeoptoU* 
finding that his brother Arybas began to raife difturbances, mm, 

K Thucyd. lib. iv. Diodoi*. Sicul. lib. xvi. Ariftid. in Orat. 

So quatuor Viris. ScboUaft. Pindar. *■ b Paufan. in BoBOtic. 

lod. Sicul* lib. xvi. 

(A) He is mentioned hy ed by their own laws and ma- 

Plutarch, Thucydides, Paufa- giftrates ; the Moloffians and 

nias, and Juflin, under the fol- the Antitanians alone acknow- 

lowing names, Tharrytas,Tha- leged Tharymbas for their 

jyps, Tharypus, Arymbas, and king, the feverai other nations 

Tharymbas. The Cha^nes, of Epirus having either their 

who had been formerly fubj eft peculiar kings, or being free 

to the Moloffian kings, were, irpm all fubjedtion, as is cvi- 
in the reign of this prince, as " dent from the above mentioned 

we read in Thucydides (i), writer (2). 
fubjeft to no king, but govern- 

(i) Thucyd. lib. ii. (») Thucyd. ibid. 

Vol. IX. F and 



€6 Tie Hiftory of EpiruSi 

and dreading the confequcnces of a civil war, took bisn 
for his alTociate in the kingdom. Upon the death of 
Neoptolemus {for we are entirely uninformed as to 

Afyhof^ the particulars of his reign) Arybas remained fole maf- 
tcr of the kingdom, which, contrary to the expeda- 
tion of his fubje£ls, hp governed with great prudence, 
equity, and moderation. He was an encourager of learn- 
ing, and {hewed great favour to fuch as excelled in any 
branch of polite literature. To him Xenocrates, the 
Chalcedonian philofopher, dedicated four books *, which 
he wrote on the art of reigning. He educated, with 
great care, his brother's children, Alexander, Neoptole- 
mus, Arybas, Troas, Olympias, and Cadmia ; and mar- 
ried his niece Olympias to Philip, king of Macedon, who 
had by her Alexander the Great. At his death, which 
happened after a reign of ten years^ his nephew Alexan- 

j^txander* der, whom Gellius calls Moloflus, was raifed to the fole 
pofleflion of the throne, by the favour of Philip, his bro- 
ther-in-law, who gave him in marriage Cleopatra, his 
daughter by Olympias ; fo fliat Alexander was alfo fori- 
in-law to Philip. 

J^ot long after the acceflion of Alexander to the crown 
of Epirus, Archedymas, king of Lacedsemon, being killed 
in fighting for the Tarentini againfl the Lucani and Bru- 
tii, the former invited Alexander into Italy to their affift- 
ance. The king of Epirus readily clofed wuh the pro- 

Paffes ever ^q{^\ . ^nd, having made a defcent at Paeftum, a maritime 
^j' ^\^y j^ggf fj^g mouth of the river Sibarus, reduced feveral 
cities of the i.ucani and Brutii, and became formidable 
to all the eaftern parts of Italy. The Romans being at 
that time employed in fuppreffing the revolt of the Latins, 
and avoiding to engage in a war with two powerful ene- 
mies at once, entered into an alliance with the Epirot, as 
did alfo the ^Ijetapontuii and Pediculi, after he had gained 
a fignal viftory over the united forces of the Brutii and 
Lucani. The fuccefs which attended his arms in the two 
fir ft campaigns, made him believe, that he fhould reap as 
great a harveft of glory in Sicily, Italy, and Africa, as 
his nephew was reaping in Perfia, and the reft of Afia ; 
but the unhappy prince loft his life, where he hoped to 
have enlarged his conquefts. 

This memorable event is thus related, and no doubt 
blended with many fables, by the Greek and Latin hifto- 

1 Laertius, in Vit. Philofoph. 

riani. 
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riatis ^. Before Alexander left Epirus, fay they, he con- 
fulted the celebrated oracle of Dodona about the fuccefs 
that was to attend him during the remaining part of his 
life. The god returned him this anfwer;> that the wa- ^'V.^'J''^?*' . 
ters of Acheron would prove fatal to him ; and at the 2!iJ^^ 
fame time admonifhed him to avoid the city of Pandofia, ^,<^^ ^y ^/^ 
left he (hould there finilh his days. Acheron was a river death, 
of Epirusy and Pandofia a city of the fame country : 
Alexander, therefore, not knowing that in the country of 
the Brutii were a river and a city bearing the fame names, 
' willingly complied with the invitation of the Tarentini, 
and left his own country, fearing it might prove fatal to 
him to make war in that of the Brutii. Perfuaded th^t 
his life could be in no danger there, he expofed his per- 
fon to the greateft perils, took feveral cities, namely, He- 
raclea, Cofentia, Sipontum, and Terina, and fent above 
three hundred hoftages to Epirus, all chofen from the heft 
families of the places he had conquered. Having over- 
come the Brutii and Lucani in a fecond battle, he divid- 
ed his army into three bodies, pofting them on three hills 
divided by deep valleys, and fending out numerous parties 
to ravage the neighbouring countries. One of thefe val- 
leys was waOied by the Acheron, on the banks of which 
ftood the fmall city of Pandofia. While Alexander con- 
tinued in this canfp, the valleys were, by fudden rains, 
laid under water, which broke off the communication be- 
tween the three bodies into which his army was divided. 
The enemy feized. this favourable opportunity to attack 
the two pods, where the king was not, and which, by 
reafon of the inundation, he could not affift. Thefe two 
being defeated, and put to flight, the Brutii and Lucani, 
without lofs of time, furrounded, with all their forces, 
the hill on which the king himfelf was encamped. His 
guard confifled of two hundred Lucani, who, being 
driven from their country, had fled to him for refuge. 
Thefe wrote to the generals of their nation, promifing to 
deliver up the king of Epirus, dead or alive, provided they 
vrould receive them into favour, and fufFer them to return . 
to their native country. The propofal was accepted, and 
the traitors only waited for a favourable opportunity to 
put their treachery ift execution. As Alexander was a 
prince of great courage and refolution, he forced his way 
through the enemy's army, killed one oi their generadg 

^ Diod. Sic. lib. xvii. Strabo, lib. vii. Paafan. in Boeot. Lin 
lib. viii; cap. 24. Orof. lib* vi« Paul. Diac. HlH. Mifceil. 
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with his own hand, and havings with a fmall number of 
attendants, made his efcape, by gaining a neighbouring 
wood, he took his route from thence to the river, the name 
of which he knew not, with a defign to break down the 
bridge after he had pafled it. But finding the bridge car- 
ried away by the violence of the inundation, he threwhim- 
felf into the river on horfeback, when one of the EpirotS| 
who attended him^ feeing him in danger of being drown- 
ed, cried out, *' Curfed Acheron, thou art jullly called by 
a fatal name ;'* for the Greek word Acheron fignifies a 
torrent of gHif* At thefe words Alexander remembering 
the anfwer of the oracle, and fearing his fate approached, 
began to hefitate, being in fufpence whether he ihould 
crofs the river or not. While he was thus wavering, one 
of his attendants cried out to him, '* Haften, betrayed 
prince, haften to the oppofite bank ; the Lucani, your 
guard, feek to deftroy you." At thefe words the king 
turning about, and feeing, the Lucani ready to fall upon 
him, drew his fword, and made what hafte he could to 
reach the bank, which he had already gained,' when 
one of the traitors, difcharging a dart, kilkd him on 
His Ud9 ^he fpot. His body fell into the river, and was carried 
ill ufedby to the enemy's camp, where it was ufed with al} the in- 
hisimmits, dignity which rage and revenge could fuggeft. After 
they had barbarouily defaced it, they cut it in two, fend- 
ing one part to Cofentia, and fctting up the other as a 
mark at which the foldiers difcharged their arrows. At 
length a woman, whofe hulband and children had been 
taken by Alexander's troops, entreating the foldiers, 
;writh tears in her eyes, tagive her the fcattered remains 
pf the unhappy prince, fince (he could eafily purchafc 
with them the redemption of her hufband and chil- 
dren ; . that part of the body, which the foldiers pof- 
fefled, was delivered to her, and conveyed by her 
means firft to Metapontum, and from thence removed to 
Epirus, where they were configned to Cleopatra and 
Olympias, the former the wife, the latter the fifter of 
the deceafed king. All the. ancients fpeak of this prince 
as not inferior, either in courage or conduct, to his ne- 
phew Alexander the Great ; but he had the misfortune 
to engage, on his firft fetting out, with nations inured to 
4Jie toils of war) and no lefs brave than his own Epirots : 
whence he ufed to fay, that the country, which he pro- 
ipofed to conquer, was inhabited by men, whereas the 
provinces his nephew Alexander went to fubdue, were 
peopled by women only '. .; . 

1 Aul. Gell. lib. xvii. cap. ai» 

Alexander 
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Alexander was fucceeded in the kingdom by ^acides^ Maeidtt* 
the fon of Arybbas or Arybas, and grandfon of Alcctad. 
This prince, efpouiing the caufe of Olympias againft Cafr 
fander, raifed a powerful army, with a defigii to relieve 
her while befieged in the city of Pydna. ' But having oh 
this occafion forced many of his fubje&s into the fcrvi'c^, 
much againft their will, they began to mutiny in the 
camp, Specially after they found ail the paflcs leading to 
Pydna feized on by Atarchias, Caifander's general. Jfea- 
cides, being refolvcd at all events to attempt the relief of 
Olympias, difbanded all thofe who feemed unwilling to 
follow him in this expedition, and taking with him fuch 
only as (hewed themfclves ready to run the fame riifk 
with himfelf, he advanced towards Pydna ; but he had 
fcarce left Epirus, wl^en thofe he had fe^t back revolted 
from him, and, drawing their fellow-citizens into the 
fame revolt, declared, by a common decree of the ftate, 
that ^acides bad forfeited the crown, baniihed him the 
kingdom, and entered into an alliance with Caflande'r. 
This, as Diodorus Siculus obferves, was . the firft rebel- 
lion that had happened in Epirus, from the time that 
Neoptolemus, the fon of Achilles, had reigned there, the 
kingdom having ever before defcended by right of fuc- 
ceiuon from father to fon ". Caffander immediately dif- 
patched Lyfifcus into Epirus, to take upon him, in his 
name, the government of that kingdom, enjoining him 
to ufe the natives with all poflible moderation. However, 
the Epirots were foon reconciled to their king, and, re- 
calling him from banifhment, replaced him on the throne 
of his anceftors; which he did not long enjoy, being / 

killed the fame year in a battle fought with Philip, the 
brother of Caflander ". 

Upon his death, the crown was conferred upon Al- AUttatlU 
cctas his brother, who had been baniihed by his father 
Arybas, on account of his violent temper. As this prince 
was an inveterate enemy to Caffander, Lyfffcus, CafTan- 
der's general in Acamania, marched with an army into 
Epirus, hoping, as the affairs of that kingdom were tiot 
yet well fettled, to depofe him. Alcetas, hearihg of the 
encihy's march, difpatched two of his fons, Alexander 
and Teucer, into all the provinces and cities of vhis doihi- 
nions, to raife forces; and, in the mean time, marched 
out with the few troops he had, to make hea^ againft Ly- 
fifcus, whom he found encamped at Caffopia. The army 

f Oiad. Sicnlf lib. xiXi " Idem. ibid. 
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of Lyfifcus being far more numerous than the king^s, they 
attacked him befprc he had time to fortify his camp j and 
obliged him, after he had been abandoned by moft of his 
troops, to fliut himfelf up in the city of Eurymenas, 
where he was clofely befieged. In the mean time, his 
fon Alexander arriving with powerful fuccours, a (harp 
engagement enfued, in which great numbers of Lyfifcus' 
troops were cut off, and j?mongft the others Micythus, a 
commander of great reputation, Lyfander, the Athenian, 
governor of Leucadia, and many other perfons of diftinc- 
tion. A few days after this viftory, Dinias arriving with 
fupplies for Lyfifcus, a fecond battle was fought. Alex- 
ander and Teucer, with their father Alcetas, were forced 
to fave themfelves by flight, and abandon the city of 
Eurymenas to the enemy, who plundered and razed it to 

. the ground. Caflander, upon the news of the defeat of 
his forces, not having received any intelligence of the 
viftory they gained afterwards, haftened into Epirus to 
fuccour his general ^ but being informed, on his arrival, 

* of the fuccefs that had attended him in the fecond en-' 
gagement, inftead qf purfuing the war, he thought it 
ad.iifeable to enter into a treaty with the Epirots 5 and 

, having concluded a peace upon honourable t^rm$, he 
withdrew his troops, and reftored tranquillity to the king- 
dom of Epirus. Alcetas, being thus difengaged from 
war, began to exercife all forts of cruelties over his fub- 
jefts ; which fo provoked them, that in a general infur- 
re£lion, they murdered him and his children. 

Alcetas was fucceeded by Pyrrhus, a prince of great 
fame in hiftory. _ He was the fon of iEacides, of wjiom 
we have fpoken above, by Philippa, the daughter of Me- 
non the Theflalian, one of the Heraclidae ; fo that Pyrrhus 
was, by the father, defcended from Achilles, and from 
Hercules by the* mother®. When the Epirots revolted 

. frpm his father, and drove him from the throne, it was 
with muph difficulty that Pyrrhus, then an infant at the 
breaft,-efcaped falling into the hands of the rebels. He 
was, after various adventures, conveyed by Androcles and 
Anelus, two E^irot lords, to the court of Glaucias, king 
of lUyricum, who, as fome authors cqnjeclure, had ma^ 
ried his aunt Beroe, the daughter of Arybbas, and grand- 

. daughter of king Alcetas'T*. 

He enjoyed the kingdom in great peace and tranquility 
till he was feventeen ; when, thinking himfelf i^ufficieiitly 
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fettled on tlic throne, he left Epirus, in order to be pre- 
fent in Illyricum at the nuptials of one of tha fons of 
Glaucias, with whom he had been educated. But he was 
no fooner gone, than the Mdoffians, taking advantage of 
his abfence, revolted anew, drove all his'fnends out of 
the kingdom, feized on his treafures, and conferred the 7hEpir§ts 
crown on Neoptolcmus his great uncle. Pyrrhus being, p^aceNeep^ 
by this unexpefted revolt, diveftcd of all his dominions, J i ^A^ ** 
and deftitute of fufficient fuccours to recover them, re- 
tired to Demetrius, the fon of Antigonus, commonly 
known by the furname of Poliorcetes, who had married 
his fifter Deidamia. From -^hat great commander he . 
learned the art of war, ferving under him with the com- 
panions and fellow-foldiers of Alexander the Great. In 
the famous battle of Ipfus he diftinguiflied himfelf, young 
as he was, in a \cery eminent manner, having fought with 
incredible bravery, and repulfed the enemy on that (ide^ 
where he was pofted '. Demetrius neverthelefs loft the 
battle ; but Pyrrhus very feafonably covered Greece, and 
(aved for bis brother-in-law the Greek cities, which that 
prince had confided to his care.. Nor Was this the only ' 
proof he gave of his afFeftion for Demetrius ; for a peace 
being at length concluded between him and Ptolemy, by 
the interpofition of Seleucus, Pyrrhus confcnted to be one 
of the hoftages, who were fent into Egypt, asfecurity for 
the execution of the treaty. 

During his abode at the court of Egypt, he was gene- 
rally admired for the fwcctnefs of his temper, the regula- 
rity of his conduft, and his great dexterity and addrefs ih 
all forts of manly exercifes. His chief aim was to make 
his court to Berenice, who had the greateft afcendant over 
Ptolemy, and. furpafled all the other women of the coiirt 
in beauty, as well as prudence. And herein he was very 
fuccefsful 5 for he fo ingratiated himfelf with her, by big 
noble and obliging behaviour, that fhe prevailed upon her ' 
hufband to give him her daughter Antigone, in preference 
to feveral young princes, who demanded her in marriage. 
Antigone was the daughter of the favourite qaeen, by 
Philip, her firft hufband, a Macedonian lord of no great 
fame. After Pyrrhus had married her, Berenice, de- 
firous^to fee her daughter become a queen, induced Pto- 
lemy to fupply her fon-in-law with fufficierit forces to re- 
cover his kingdom. With thefe he failed into Epirus. 
and having defeated Neoptolemus, whom the Moloffians 

\ Arrian. lib. vii. Appian. in Syriac. 

F 4 had 



72 

Recovers 
his kins[' • 
dom^ tvith 
the ajfift- 
amce of 
PtoUmy^ 
king of 



Iwvited by 
the TareU'^ 
tines into 
Italy. 



» / 



tiefilves to 
tomply 
nuith their 
ifivitatiou. 



The Hifiory of Epirus. 

had placed on the throne, he recovered his paternal do* 
minions. Neoptolemus had recourfe to the neighbouring 
princes ; but Fyrrhus, to avoid the evil confequences of 
^ civil war, condefcended to give him up part of his do-^ 
piinions. Neoptolemus at firft feemed to be well fatisfied 
with part of the kingdom ; but having foon after, at ^he 
inftigation of the enemies of Pyrrhus, attempted to poifcn 
that prince, he was by his order executed ^ Pyr^hu^ 
having now got pofleflion of the whole kingdom of Epi- 
rus, continued no longer idle in his dominions; ivtt 
marching into the neighbouring countries, performed 
thofe exploits we have defcribed in the hiftoty of Mace« 
don, and therefore fhall not repeat in this place. 

This warlike prince being obliged by Lyfimachus to 
abandon the kingdom of Macedon, which he had taken 
from his brother-in-law Demetrius, as we have related 
elfewhcre, might have pafled his days in tranquillity among 
his fubjeSs, enjoying the fwects of peace, and governing 
hi§ people by the rules of juftice ; but his reftlefe temper, 
and unbounded ambition, made him feize with joy on the 
firft opportunity that peered, of plunging himfelf into 
new troubles. 

The inhabitants of Tarentum were then at war with the? 
Ilomans, and not finding themfelves in a condition to op-r 
pofe fo formidable an enemy with, their own ftrengtn, 
they caft their eyes upon Pyrrhus. They difpatched am- 
bafladors to acquaint him, that they wanted only a leader 
of experience and reputation ; that Tarentum was not the 
only city whofe forces would join him j that the Meffa-? 
pians, Lucanians, Samnites, Brutians, and many other 
rich and populous nations, weary either of bearing the Ro- 
man yoke, or of being in continual dread of It, were ready 
%a affift, him in exterminating that haughty and imperious 
republic ; and that he might depend on being fuppli^d 
at his arrival with three hundred thoufand foot, and twenty 
thoufand horfe. The joy with which Pyrrhus received a 
propofal fo agreeable to his difpofition, may be eafily 
imagined. His mind was occupied with the exploits t>f 
Alexander the Great ; and his frequently converfing with 
the generals who had ferved under that conqueror, had 
ftrongly inclined him to attempt in the Weft,' what Alex- 
, gnder had with fo much glory performed 'in the Eaft. 
He therefore willingly clofcd with the propofal of the 
Tarentine ambafladprs, promiiing to pafs over into Italy 
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with all poflSble txpedition^ and employ the wbole,(li:6ngt)i 
of his kingdom in refcuing them from the oppre^IiDn tbqr 
groaned under. Before he be^a&to make tb|: n^cefiary 
preparationd^ he is faid to have confulted the oracle' pf 
Delphi on the fubjed of his .intended ea^ppdition. Th^ 
anfwer of the god was uttered in fuch terms, 9s might 
equally fignlfy^ either that he Ihould conquer the Ro- 
mans, or that the Romans fiiould vanquifli him \ hut the 
«kfire he had of engaging in this expedition, ffiia4e hi)n 
interpret the ambtguous anfwer in his own favour '• 

A Theflalian> named Cyneas, was at this time his Thicha- 
prime minifter and chief ibvourite. He was a man of ^^*^^f 
-moft extraordinary partSy bett^im experienced officer, an fy'^l^'*, 
-able politician, and the moft eloquent orator of his age : prinu mi* 
the art of oratory he had learned under Dcmofthenes ; nifter. 
that of war, under the companions of Alc;cander the 
Great ; and politics, by long experience, having been al- 
ways employed/by Pyrrhus in the moft difficult negocia- 
tions. The art of perfuafion, of which he was mafter, 
Bifd the fecret he h^ of infinuating himfelf into the af- 
feftions of thofe he converfed with, enabled him to con- 
quer all difficulties in the bufinefs he tranfa£bed for bis 
mafter ; infomuch that Pyrrhus himfelf ufed to fay, i^zt 
be had gained more cities by the eloquence and p^rfuafive 
difoourfes of Cyneas, than he could ever have conquered 
by force of arms. He was a philofopher of the fe£l ,of 
JSpicurus, which was not then, come into difi epute through 
the ill ufe that corrupt men afterwards m^de of the prin- 
ciples they profefled. At court he maintained the cha- 
rader of a man of virtue, and a lover of truth, who was 
not capable of deceiving by mean flatteries ; yet had fub- 
miffion enough to execute, without nturmuijing, the or* 
ders that were. given contrary to his advice. 

Pytrhus, who repofed an entire confidence in this gr^at Pyrrhu$ 
man, could not help communicating to him the proje^s aifelofishit 
he was forming : having therefore called him into his <?a- ^-j^* ^* 
binet, after he had difmifled the Tarentine ambgfladors ; 
** The Tarcntincs, faid he, invite me over iato Italy, 
which opens to me a large field of. glory. To fubdue the 
Romans, is to conquer the Weft : and how eafy is it to 
fubdue them ! Hetruria finds them employment on one 
band ; and all the nations on this fide the Tyber, quite. to 
the fea-Aore, are ready to take arms, under my com* 
•snandy^gainft that ambitious and haughty republic. Tell 

• * 

• Plut. ihid. & Cic. de Divin. lib. ii. 
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me impartially, what you think of this expedition.* Cy- 
neas, without difapproving his defign upon Italy, aiked 
hitn, whither he dcfigned to turn his arms, if the gods 
fhould be fo gracious as to crown his attempts upon that 
rcountry with the wiflied-for fuccefs. Pyrrhus, without 
hefitation, anfwcred, that from Italy he defigned to pafs 
over into Sicily, where he fhould find all things in coiv- 
fufion, on account of the death of king Agathocles, who 
had kept the Sicilians in awe. ** And how many fruit- 
ful provinces, faid he, fhall I find there, either ready to 
receive me after the conqueft of Italy, or not in a condi- 
tion to oppofe my viftorious troops !" ** When Sicily 
fhall have fubmitted, where do you intend to make war 
next?" replied Cyneas. " From Sicily, anfwered Pyr- 

• rhus, I fhall fail over into Africa. The Carthaginians are 
not invincible: Agathocles furprifed them with a few 
(hips, and was very near making himfelf king of Carthage. 
And when I fhall have taken that city, who will be able 
to m?ike head againfl me i Macedon, which I formerly 
conquered, and every province of Greece, fhall be part 
of my future conquefts." ** After all thefe vi£kories, faid 
Cyneas, how fhall we employ ourfelves, and difpofe of 
our time ?'* ** I will then, fubjoined Pyrrhus, take fome 
reft after all my fatigues, and enjoy the pleafures of life 
with you." At thefe words^ that great philofopher inter- 
rupting him, *• What prevents you, faid he, from cnjojr- 

• ing that happinefs now, which you propofe to feek through 
fo many toils and labours, with the hazard of never being 
able to find it ? Why fhould you purch^fe, at fo dear a 
rate, the gratifications which you may now enjoy without 
the leaft trouble i'* Thefe words made fome imprefEon 
upon the king ; and covering his ambitious views with the 
appearance of virtue, ** It is hereditary in my family, faid 
he, to aflift the miferable : we ought not to make war for 
ourfelves only, but to relieve the opprefTed." Being thus 
unalterably fixed in his defign of fubjefting all Italy, the 
better to conceal it, he caufed a very artful claufe to be 
inferted in his treaty with the Ta^entines ^ importing, 
that when he had once relieved Tarentum, he fhould^ not 
be detained in Italy., but be allowed to return to Epirus* 
He likewife required, that fome of the ambafiadors fhould 
continue in his dominions, under pretence of aflifling him 
in making the necefTary preparations for war; but, in 
reality, that they might be as fo many hoflages to fecurc 
the fidelity of the Tarentines ^ 
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Having taken thefe prudent precautionsi he immediate- 
ly difpatched Cyneas with part of his fleet, and a detach- 
ment of three thoufand foot, to Tarcntum ; where that 
"artful minifter foon changed the face of affairs, the chief 
men of the city being, notwithftanding the embafly th«y 
liad fcnt to Pyrfhus, inclined to come to an agreement 
"with the Romans ; nay, they liad even chofen for their 
magiftrate Agis, who was a fincere friend to the Romansi 
and a£ted iri concert with L. ^milius Barbula, the Ro- 
man general, hoping, by his means, to reconcile his coun- 
trymen to Rome, and make them lay afide their defign of 
receiving the king of Epirus. But Cyneas, by his elo- 
quence, and iniinuating behaviour, prevailed upon the 
Tarentines to depofe Agis, and place one of the ambafl'a- 
dors, who had been fent into Epirus, in his room. Then 
he perfuaded them to deliver up their citadeLto Milo, an 
Epirot, who had arrived a few days before with frcOi fuc- 
cours, and the agreeable news, that Pyrrhus would foon 
be there in perfon at the head of a numerous army. The 
Tarentines, impatient to fee the king of Epirus among 
them, upon this advice, difpatched their gallies, a great 
number of tranfports, with all forts of provifions, and a 
large fum of' money, to Epirus, in order to convoy Pyr- 
rhus, with his troops and elephants, fafe to Tarentum. 
The convoy no fooner arrived than the king embarked, Y**- ©^ Fl« 
Cyneas and Milo having paved they way for him fo well, a *°^f^ 
that his authority was already as well eftabliflied in fa- ^^o ^* 
rentum as in Epirus. Before the arrival of the Taren- - - , 

tine fleet, he had fettled the government of his domi- Pyrrhus 
nions during his abfence. He left Ptolemy, his fon by embarks 
Antigone the daughter of Berenice, who was then fif- fi^^^^J* 
t6en years old, regent of Epirus, under the tuition of Pto- ; 

lemy Ceraunus king of Macedon. He took his two 
younger fon* Alexander and Helenus (Y) with him into 

Italy, 

( Y) After the death of An- Corcyra, which her father had » 

tigooe, the daughter of Here- feized, for her portion, hy 

nice, Pyrrhus married feveral her he had Alexander; and 

wives. The firft was the daugh- Helenus, the youngcft of all ^ 

ter of Antoleon king of the his children, by Bercenna. 

Paconians. The fecond by Plutarch tells us, that all the 

name Bercenna, was the daugh- children of Pyrrhus derived a 

. ter of Bardullis king of the II- warlike genius, from their fa- 

lyrians. The third was La- ther, which was greatly im- 

nafTa, the daughter of Aga- proved by their education ; 

thocles king of Syracufe. The and .adds, that one of them 

latter brought him the ifland of having aiked him, to which of 

hit 



J 6 The Hjfioty of Epirus. 

Italy» to amufe and entertain him in this long expedition; 
Before his departure, he had likewlfe borrowed (hips, 
men, and monev^ of the kings his friends ; fo that his 
army confifted of twenty-two thoufand foot, three thou« 
fand horfe,'five hundred flingers, and fifty elephants "• 
Amone thefe troops were about feven thoufand of thofe 
^rave Macedonians who had conquered Afia under Alex* 
ander the Great. His fleet was compofed of the (hips of 
£pirus, the gallies of Tarentum, and thofe with which he 
had been fupplied by Antigonus Gonatus. With thefe 
he immediately fet fail about the end of the winter, the 
£;ager defire he had of getting footing in Italy, not fuffer- 
His flitt ing him to wait I'or a more favourable feafon. But his 
di/perfed impatience had like to have coft him dear ; for he had 
bj afiwrm\ fcarce got out to fea, when a violent ftorm from the north 
drove him out of his courfe, and difperfed his fleet. The 
fliip, on board of which the kii^ was, being large and high- 
built, gained, by the care of the pilot and mariners, the 
coaft of Italy, the firft, after a voyage of infinite fatigue 
and danger. The few ihips that followed the king, ftruck 
againft the rocks on the Meflapian ihore, and were dafhcd 
to pieces. While .Pyrrhus was preparing to go aihore, 
.the inhabitants having flocked from all quarters to fee him» 
a frcfli accident was very near deilroying the deliverer pf 
Italy, as they ftyled him, and difappointing the expeda- 
tion of the Tarentines. A land-wind rifing all on a fud- 
_den with great violence, drove Pyrrhus out to fea again. 
This new danger was greater than any he had met with in 
* . his paflTage, the mariners expeding that his (hip, being beat 
by the violence of the waves, would founder at each 
gmdkimfelf fliock it fuftained. In this extremity the intrepid Pyrrhus 
^'ff^"^7ii ^'^ ^^^ hefitate a monient j but as the (hore was not f^v 
tfbeingiop. ^g:^ threw himfelf into the fea, and was immediately fol- 
lowed, by his guards,, and thofe friends he had qn bo^rd, 
, to take care of his perfon, and fave him at the danger Of 
tbeir.own lives ; but as the night was extremely dark, and 
the fea ran very high, he ftruggled with the waves till 

* JufUn. lib. xvii. cap. 2. 

his children hedefigned to leave vourite wife, grew at laft jea- 

the kingdom of Epirus, the lous of him, thinking he pre- 

king anfwered, ** To him who ferred his other wives to her ; 

has the (liarpeft fword." La- and, retiring to Corcyra, there 

nafla, who was onfce his fa- married Demetrius (i). 
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day-break, whqn the wind abating, he reached the land, 
with the afliftance oF the MefTapians, who ftood on thi 
fhore. The fatigue he had fuftained during great part oF 
the night, weakened him to fuch a degree, that he could 
not ftand, without being fupported. But what gave him 
the greateft uneafinefs, was the apprehenfion of his ar- 
my being loft ; for he had with him only two thoufaild 
men, a few horfes, and two efephants, animals which 
had never before been feen in Italy. With thefe he croft- 
ed Meffapia, and marched direftly 'to Tirentum '«'. 

Cyneas no fooner heard what had happened to Pyrrhus, Arrive^ at 
than he advanced to meet him at the head of a ftrong de- ^artntutiu 
tachment, and condufted him fafe to Tarentum, where 
be was received with loud acclamations. The Tarentines, 
who were entirely devoted to their pleafures, expeded % 

that he (houid take all the fatigues of the war on himfelf, 
and expofe his Epirots only to danger. And indeed Pyr- 
rhus for fome days diffembled his defign, and fufFered the 
Tarentines to indulge, without reftraint, in their ufual 
diverfions. But his fhips, which had been difpierfed all 
over the Ionian Sea, arriving one after another, and with 
them the troops which he had put on board in Epirus, he 
began to reform the diforders that prevailed in the city. 
The theatre was the place, to which the idle Tarentines 
reforted daily in great numbers, and where the incendia- 
ries influenced the people to fedition with their harangues : Reforms 
fae therefore caufed it to be fhut up, as he did like wife the the man* 
public gardens, porticos, and places of exercife, where ^^^ of the 
the inhabitants ufed to entertain themfelves with news, ^^^^^^^^^* 
and fpeak with great freedom of their governors, cenfur- 
ing their conduft, and fettling the adminift ration accord- 
ing to their different humours. As they were a very vo- 
luptuous and indolent people, they fpent whole days and 
nights in feafts, mafquerades, and plays. Thefe therefore 
PyjFrhus abfolutely prohibited, ^is no lefs dangerous than 
the- aflemblies of prating politicians. They were utter 
ftrangers to military exercifes; but Pyrrhus having caufed 
an exa£): rcgifter to be made of all the young men who 
were fit for war, felefted the ftrongeft, and incorporated 
them among his own troops, faying, that be ^ould take 
it upon himfelf to give them courage. He exercifed them 
daily for feveral hours, and behaved with an inexorable ' 
feverity, inflifting exemplary punilhments on fuch as did 
not attend, or failed in their duty. By thefe wife mea- 

I 
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fares he prevented feditions among the citizens, and in* 
ured their youth to military difcipline ; . and becaufe maiiy, 
who had not been accuflomed to fuch Severity and rigour, 
withdrew from their native country, Pyrrhus, by a public 
proclamation, declared all thofe guilty of death, who 
fhould attempt to abandon their country, or abfent them* 
felves from the common mufters *. 

The Tarentines, being now fenfible that Pyrrhus was 
determined to be their mailer, began loudly to' complain 
of his conducl'; but he, being informed of whatever 
paffe'd among them, by his fpies, who infinuated them- 
'felves into all companies, privately difpatched the moft 
factious, and fent thofe, whom he fufpeAed, under va- 
rious pretences, to his fbn's court in Epirus (Z). 

' Plut. ibid. Frontin. Stratag. 



(Z) Among the latter was 
^riftarchus, a famous orator, 
whofe eloquence gave Pyrrhus 
no fmall jealoufy ; for orators 
had in thofe days a great in- 
fluence over the multitude, ef- 
pecially in the Greek cities, 
where popular government ob- 
tained. As Ariflarchus had 
almoil an abfolute authority in 
the city, Pyrrhus made it his 
chief bufinefs to leiTen his re- 
putation among his fellow.-citi- 
zens ; pretending a flridn: 
friendfhip for the orator ; and 
giving out, that in many things, 
whicn werd diipleaiing to the 
Tarentines, he had aded ac- 
cording to his advice. But 
"Ariftarchus, in his private dif- 
courfes, undeceived them, let- 
ting it be known, that he en- 
tertained the fame thoughts of with Rome. Thefe precati- 
Pyrrhus as the multitude^ The tions were indeed neceffary, the 



quaintedwith it, accepted the 
deputation ; and choofing a 
vcffel, the commander of which 
was entirely at his devotion, 
fet fail, as Pyrrhus imagined, 
for Epirus. But he had no 
fooner loft Ught of the land, 
than he ordered the pilot to re« 
turn to Italy, and put in at 
fome port, from whence he 
n^ight go fafely by land to 
Rome. The pilot obeyed ; and 
Ariflavchus, on his arrival in 
that metropolis, acquainted the 
fenate with the ftate of Taren- 
tum, and the defigns of Pyrrhus. 
Fabricius was immediately dif- 
patched to vifit the Roman co- * 
lonies, and the allies of the 
republic, to fortify fome places, 
and exhort the cities to con- 
tinue fteady in their alliance 



king, therefore, thinking it 
necelfary to remove fo dan- 
gerous an enemy, fent him to 
his fon on an embafly, which, 
he faid, was of the utmoft im 
portance. Arillarchus fufped- 
cd the artifice; but pretend 



allies of the republic being, in 
many places, inclined to defert 
her, and ready to join a king 
famous for his exploits, who 
promifed them a happy de- 
liverance from all manner of 
fubjedtion (2). 



uig to be altogether unac- - 

(2). Plut. ibid. Dio, in Excerpt. Urfm. Polyb. lib. i. cap. 7. 
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In the mean time P. Valerius Laevinus, the Roman con- 
ful, entering the country of the Lucanians, who were ia 
alliance with the Tarentines, committed great ravages ; 
and having taken and fortified one of their caftles, waited 
in that neighbourhood for Pyrrhns. The king, though' 
. he had not yet received any fuccours from the Samnites, 
Meflapians, and other allies of the Tarentines, .thought 
• it highly diflionourable to continue fhut up in a city, 
while the Romans were ravaging*the country of his friends. 
He therefore took the field with the troops brought from 
Epirus, fome recruits of Tarentum, and a fmall number 
of Italians. But, before he began hoftilities, he wrote 
the following letter to Laevinus : " Pyrrhus to Lsevinus, JFritisa 
health. I am informed that you command , an army, ^^"S^^y 
which is to make war upon the Tarentines. Difband it ^*^y ^'^^'^ 
forthwith, and lay your pretenfions before me. After I tyinus. 
have heard both parties, I will give judgment, and know 
how to make my fentence be obeyed.'' Lxvinus anfwered 
the king with all the haughtinefs of a Roman: ** Know, *thtt»nfid*i 
Pyrrhus, that we neither admit you as a judge, nor fear onjwgr^ 
you as an enemy. Does it become you to judge, whx> 
have injured us, by landing in Italy without the confent of 
our republic ? We will have no arbitrator but Mars, the 
author of our race, -and proteftor of our arms." The , 
king, upon the receipt of this letter, immediately marched 
towards thofe parts where Laevinus was waiting to give 
him battle. The Ronlans were encamped on the hither 
(ide of the river Siris,and Pyrrhus, appearing on the oppo- 
fire bank, made it his firil bufinefs to reconnoitre the 
enemy's camp in perfon, and fee what appearance they 
made. With this view he crolT^d the river, attended by 
Megacles, one of his officers, and chief favourites. .Hav- 
ing obfervcd the confui's entrenchments, the manner in 
which he had polled his advanced guards, and the good 
order of his camp, he was greatly furprifed 5 and, addreff- 
ing Megacles, " Thefe people (faid he\ are not fuch bar- 
barians as we take them to be : let us examine before we 
condemn them." On his return he changed his refolu- 
tion of attacking them, and fhutting himfelf up in his en- 
trenchments, waited for the arrival of the confederate 
troops. In the mean time he polled ftrong guards along 
the river, to prevent the enemy paffing it, and continually 
fcnt out fcouts to difcover the defigns, and watch the mo- 
tions, of the conful. Some of thefe being taken by the 
advanced guards of the Romans, the conful himfelf led 
them through his camp, and having ihewed them his , 

army. 
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aimy, fent thdm back to the king» with a meflage, that he 
had many other troops to (hew them in due time }". 
Attacked Lacvinus being determined to draw the enemy to a bat- 
fy ihi Ro- tie before Pyrrhus received the reinforcements he expeft- 
•^'^ cd, having harangued his troops, marched to the banks of 
the Siris, and drawing up his in£antry in battalia, ordered 
the cavalry to file off, and march round, in order to find 
a paflage at fome place not defended by the enemy. Ac- 
cordingly they pafied the river without being obferved, 
and falling upon the guards which Pyrrhus had poiled 
cm the banks oppofite to the confular army, gave the in- 
fantry an opportunity of crofiing the river on bridges, 
which Lxvinus had prepared for that purpofe. But be- 
fore they pafled^ Pyrrhus, haftening from his camp, which 
was at fome diftance from the river, hoped to cut the Ro- 
man army in pieces while they were disordered with the 
difficulties of paffing. The cavalry covering the infantrj, 
and ftanding between them and the Epirots, gave time 
to form themfolvcs on the banks of the river. On the 
other hand, Pyrrhus drew up his men as faft as they 
came from the camp, and performed fuch a£bs of valour, 
that the Romans thought him worthy of the great reputa- 
tion he had acquired. 

As the cavalry alone had hitherto engaged, Pyrrhus, 
who confided moft in his infantry, haftcned back to the 
camp, in order to bring them to the charge ; but took 
two precautions before he began the attack ; the firil was, 
•to ride through the ranks, and fhew bimfelf to the whole 
army ; for his horfe having been killed under him in the 
firft onfet, a report had been fpread that be was (lain ; the 
Pyrrhus is f^cond waB to change his habit and helmet with Megacles; 
w IffM/ f^j. i^a^ing been known in the engagement of the horfe by 
thebegin'^ the richnefs of bis attire and armour, many of the Ro- 
ming of the mans had aimed at him in particular ; fo that he was with 
h^ttlei the utrooft difficulty faved, after his horfe was killed. 
Thus difguifcd he led his phalanx againft the Roman 
legions, and attacked them with incredible fury. Laevi- 
nns fuftained the fliock with great refolution ; fo that the 
vi61:ory was for many hours warmly difputed. The Ro- 
mans gave feveral times way to the Epirots, and the Epi- 
rots to the Romans ; but both parties rallied, and were 
brought back to the charge by their commanders. Me- 
gacles, in the attire and helmet of Pyrrhus, was in all 
places, and well fupported the charafter he had afiumcd. 

y Flat. ibid. Juftin. lib. xviii. cap. s, Pattfan. in Bceotic. 
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But his difguife at lad proved fatal to him ; for a Roman 
khight, named Dexter, taking him for the king* found an 
dpportunity of difcharging a blow, which. ftruck him dead 
on the fpot, dripped him of his helmet and armour, and 
carried them in triumph to the conful, who, by fhewing 
to the Epirots the fpoils of their king, fo terrified them^ 
that they began' to give ground. But Pyrrhus appearing 
bare-headed in the iiril files df his phalanx, and riding 
through all the lines, undeceived his fbldiers, and infpired 
them with new courage. 

The advantage feemed to be equal when Ixvinus order- hutatlt^ 
ed his cavalry to advance ; which Pyrrhus obferving, drew ^j'^'*'^ 
up twenty elephants in the front of his army, with towers 
on their backs full of bowmen. The very fight of thofe 
dreadful animals chilled the bravery of the Romans. 
However, they ftill advanced, till their hqrfes, not being 
able to bear the fmell, and frightened at the flrange noifc 
they made, grew unruly, and either threw their riders, ot 
carried them off full fpeed in fpite of their utmoft efforts* 
in the mean time the archers, difcharging fhowers of darts 
from the towers, wounded feveral of the Romans in that 
confufion, while others were trod to death by the cle** 
pbants. Notwithftanding the diforder of the cavalry, the 
legionaries ftill kept their ranks, and could not be broken, 
till Pyrrhus attacked tliem in perfon, at the head of the • 

ThefTalian horfe. The onfet was fo furious that they 
were forced to yield, and retire in diforder. The king of 
lEpirus reftrained the ardour of his troops, and would not 
fuffer them to purfue the enemy : an elephant, which had 
been wounded by a Roman foldier, named Minuccius^ 
having caufed great diforder in his army ; this accident 
favoured the retreat of the Romans, and gave them time 
to repafs the river, ind take refuge in Apulia *. ♦ Diony- 
fius Halicarnaffenfis makes the lofs of the Romans, in this 
fifft battle, amount to fifteen thoufand men } but Hiero« 
nymus, quoted by the fame biftorian, reduces it to feven 
thottfand \ 'according to the former^ Pyrrhus loft thirteen 
thoufand, but four thoufand only according to the latter. 
The Epirot remained mafter of the field, and had the plca- 
fure to fee the Romans fly before him; but the vi£tory His ^01^ 
coil him dear, a great number of his heft officers and fol- ^^JL 
diers having been flain in the battle; whence he was 
heard to fay after the aftion, that he was both conqueror » 

«Dion. Haligarnair. Ub. iii,.flut. ibld« Xutrop. lib. ii. Orof. 
lib. iv. cap ft. 
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and conquered ; and t\iat if he gaiiied fucli another ylo 
tOTY he (hould be obliged to return to Epirus alone (A). 
* K[i3 firft care, after the action, was to burv the dead, 
Vfith which the plain was covered ; land herein he made no 
diftin£lion between the Romans and his own Epirots. In 
viewii\g the bodies of the forrper, he obferved, that none 
of them had received any difhonourable wounds ^ that they 
had all fallen in the poils afligned them, ftilt held their 
fwords in their hands, and exprefTed, evep after death, a. 
certain martial air and fiercenefs in their faces : and oa 
this occafion it was that he uttered thofe famous words ; 
** O that Pyrrhus had Romans for his foldiers, or the 
Romans Pyrrhu^ for their leader ! Together,, we fliould 
£ubdue the whole world *." 

The king of Epirus underftood the art of war too well 
iK>t to reap all advantage which the yi^lory could afFor<J. 
He broke into t1be countries in alliance with the Romans 
like a torrent, plundered the lands of the republic, and 
made incurfions even into the neighbourhood' of Rome* 
Many citie^^ opened their gates to him, and) in a fhort 
time, he made himfelf matter of the greateft part of Cam- 
pan^ia. In tbat fruitful province he was joined by the 
Samnites, Lucaniaus, and MefTapians^ whom he had fo 
long expefted. After having complained of their delay» 
he gave them a Ihare of the fpoils he had taken from the 
enemy ; and having thus gained their afFefUons, he march* 
cd, without lofs of time, to lay fiege to Capua : but L«- 
«inus, having already received a reinforcement of two 
legions, threw fome troops into the city; a circumftancc 
which obliged Pyrjhus to drop his deCgn, and, leaving 
Capua, to march ftrait to Naples. Laevinus followed him,, 
harafling his troops on their m^rch ; andj at lengthy by 

* Flor. lib, viii. 

( A) He was & far ffiom be- Jufuter at Tareatum, he cauled 

ing elated with the adiouitage this memorable infcriptioii t^ 

h^ had got, that whf n \}fi hung be engraved upon them ; tf^p 

up. the ^il^ he h^fl uk^a from words which, as they havebeefi 

^ €^f?py^. in the ti&mple of tranfmitted to us in verfe, ar^ 

Qyi invidii apte fuere viri, pater optime Olympi, 
Mxis& ego in pugna vici, vidhifque fum ab nrdeni(x):« 

A race uncpnquerM L great Jove, overthrew i 
Tct, in the dubious nghc,' was conquer'd too.. 
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keeping his army io that neighbourhood, forced him to 
re^Q all thoughts of making himfelf mafter of that im- 
portant city. The king then took his route towards Rome 
by the Latin way, furprifed Fregeliae, and, marching TahsFn^^ 
through the country of the Hemici, fat down before Prae- Z^^^* 
nefte. There, from the top of a hill, he had the plcaftxre 
of feeing Rome ; and is faid to have advanced fo near the 
walls, that he drove a cloud of duft into the city. But 
he wa$ fbon forced to retire by the other conful, T. Co^" 
runcanius, who, having reduced Hetruria, was juil re* 
turned with his viftorious army to Rome. « The king of Jtatfisth 
Epirus^ therefore, having no hopes of bringing the He- /lege of 
trurians int« his intereft, and feeing the two confular fr^tfli^ 
arnoies ready to. fall upon him^ raifed the ficge of Praefc «*^''^'*''«^ 
nefte, and haftened back into Campania, where, to his nia^^^^* ' 
great furprize, he found Laeyipus, with a more numerous 
army than that which he had defeated on the banks of the 
Siris. The conful went to meet him, with a defign to 
try the fate of another battle, which Pyrrhus beilig un- 
wtiKng: to decline, drew up his army ; then, with a vievr 
to ftrike terror into the Roman legions, he ordered his 
men to beat their bucklers with their lances, and the 
leaders of the elephants to force thefe animals to raife a 
hideous noife« But the noife was returned with fuch an 
univerfal (bout by the Romans, that Pyrrhus, thinking fo 
much alacrity on the part of the vanquished too fure a 
prognoftic of viflory, pretended that the auguries were 
not favourable, retired to Tarentum, and put an end to 
the campaign ^. 

While Pyrrhus continued quiet at Tarentum, he had 
time to reflet on the valour and conduct of the Romans ; 
from which he concluded, that the war muft end in his 
ruin and difgrace, if not terminated by an advantageous 
peace. He was therefore overjoyed when he heard that 
the fenate had determined to fend an honourable embaflV ^^e k$^ 
to him, not doubting hut their errand was to propoie «»«»'/^ 
terms of peace. He pleafed himfelf with the imagination ^"/^ Jp 
of feeing thofe haughty republicans at bis feet, in a fup- definan 
pUant manner, and faying to them, with the air of a cour exchangg 
queror, " I grant you peace." In full expcftation of thi^s ^/''i/**'- 
triumph, he fcnt Lycon^ the Moloi&an, to wait for them,' ''"'• 
wkk a guard, on the frontiers of Tarentum. As they 
approached the city he went out in perfon to meet them, 
«ecei¥ed them with all poffibk marks of honour, a94 «p-<, 

y Plttt. & Flor. il^d. Zooai;. Hb* viiL cap. 4. 
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pointed them (lately lodgings, commanding t!icm tc bd 
plentifully fupplied, at the public cxpence, with all nc- 
ccBaries. The ambafladors were three men of diftinguifh- 
cd merit ; Cornelius Dolabella, famous for the (ignal vic- 
tory he had gained over the Senones, the virtuous Fabri- 
cius, and ^milius Papus, who had beeit his colleague in 
the confulate two years before. When they were admitted 
to an audience, the only thing they demanded was a fur- 
render of the prifoners, either by way of exchange, or at 
fuch a ranfom as ihould be agreed on ; for Pyrrhus, in the 
late battle, had made eighteen hundred prifonei-Sy moft 
of them Roman knights, and men of diftinftion in the 
republic. They had fought with great bravery, till their 
horfes, frightened by the braying of the king's elephants, 
had either thrown, or obliged them to difmount ; by which 
unforefeen accident they had fallen into the enemy's hands» 
The fenate, therefore, pitying the condition of thofe brave 
men, had determined, contrary to their cuftom, to iredeem 
them by a negociation. Pyrrhus was much furprifedand 
difappointed, when he found that they had no other pro* 
pofals to make ; but concealing his thoughts, hcanfwercd, 
that he would confider of their propofal, and let them 
know his refolution *^. 

* Accordingly he affembled his council ; but his chief 
favourites were divided in their opinions* Milo, who 
commanded in the citadel of Tarentum, was for coming 
to^no compofition with the Romans; but Cyneas, who 
knew his mailer's inclination, propofed not only fending 
back the prifoners without ranfom, but difpatching an 
cmbafly to Rome, to treat with the fenate t)f a lafting 
Cjneasfent peace. His advice was approved, and he himfelf appomt- 
t$ Romito ed to go on thatembafly. After thefe refolutions the king 
treat oj a acquainted the ambaifadors, that he intended to rekafe 
* * '* the prifoners without ranfom, (ince he had already riches 
enough, and defired ntjthing of their republic out her 
friendfhip. Afterwards he had feveral private conferences 
with Fabricius, whofe virtue he tried to corrupt with offers 
. of riches and grandeur ; but finding him proof agalnft all 
temptations, he refolved to try whether his intrepidity 
and courage were equal to his virtue, "^^ith this view he 
caufed an elephant to be placed behind a curtain in th« 
ball, where he received the Roman ambaiTador* As Fa- 
'bricius had never feen one of thofe beafts, the king, taking 
*a turn or two in the hall with him^ brought him witUfl 

c Dion. Hal. Legat 
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the elepliant's reach, and then caufed the curtain to- he ?yrrhus*s 
dravtrn all on a fudden^ and that monftrous animal to niake fonfmnci 
his ufual noife, and even lay his trunk on Fabricius's Y^/^^^' 
head. But the intrepid Roman, without hetraying the ^'''"*^' 
leaft fear or concern, ^* Does the great king (faid he, 
with furprifing calmnefs), who could not ftagger me with 
his ofFers, think to frighten me with the braying of 'a 
bead ?'* Pyrrhus, aftoniflied at his immoveable conftancy, 
invited him to dinner; and on this occafion it was 
that, the converfation turning upon the Epicurean philo- 
fophy, Fabricius made that celebrated exclamation ; '* O 
that Pyrrhus, both for Rome's fake and his own, had 
placed his happinefs in the boafted indolence of Epi- 
curus <» f " 

Every thing Pyrrhus heard or faw of the Romans in- 
creafed his carneft dcfire of peace. He fent for the three 
ambafladors, ^-eleafed two hundred of the prifoners with- 
out ranfom, and fuffered the reft, on their parole, to re- 
turn to Rome to celebrate the Saturnalia, or Feafts of Sa- 
tuniy in their own families. Having by this obliging be- 
haviour gained the good-will of the Roman ambalTadors^ 
he fent the famous Cyneas to Rome, almoft at the fame 
time that they left Tarentum. The inftruftions he gave 
this faithful minifter were to bring the Romans to grant 
thefe three articles : i. That the Tarentines fhould be in- 
cluded in the treaty made with the king of Epiru8. 2. That 
all the Greek cities in Italy fliould be funered to enjoy 
their laws and liberties. 3. That the republic fhould 
reftore to the Samnites, Lucanians, and Brutians, all the 
places fhe had taken from them refpe£tively. Upon thefe 
conditions Pyrrhus declared himfelf ready to forbear all 
farther hoftilities, and conclude a lafting peace. With CjniMs*s 
thefe inftruftions Cyneas fet out for Rome ; where, partly »fgocia^ 
by his eloquence, partly by rich prefents to the fenators 'J^*' *' 
and their wives, he foon gained a number of voices. **'* 
When he was admitted into the fenate, he made an ha- 
rangue worthy of a difciple of the great Demofthenes ; 
after which he read the conditions Pyrrhus propofed, and, 
with great eloquence, endeavoured to (hew the reafon- 
ablenefs and moderation of his mafter's demands, alking 
leave for Pyrrhus to come to Rome to conclude and fign 
^he treaty. The fenators were generally inclined to agree 
to Pyrrhus's terms ; but neverthelefs, as feveral members 
yrctc abfent, the determination of the affair was poftpone^ 

. A Dion. Halicar. ibid. 

G 3 to • 



S4J . The Hifiory of Epirus. 

to the nctt day, when Ap|>ius Claudius, the gfcateft ora- 
tor, and mod learned ctvilian in Rome, old and blind as he 
was, caufed himfelf to be carried to the fe^ate, where ht 
had not appeared for rtiany years. He there, partly by hii 
eloquence, partly by hijj authority, (o prepoflefled the 
minds of the (enators againft the kin^ of kpirus, and the 
conditions he offered, that, when he had done fpealcirig, 
the confcript fathers unanimoufly pafled a decree, the fu&» 
niRo' (lance of which was, that the war withPyrrhiis ftiould be 
manj re- contjrtued ; that his ambaffador ihould be fent back that 
^^ntoatrtai ^^^^ ^^7 » *^*^ ^^ king of Epirus ftiould not be permitted 
*witkPyr^ to cotne to Rome ; and that they ihould acquaint hi§ am- 
rhus^ull baflador, that Rome would not enter into any treaty of 
ht has left peace with his matter till he had left Italy *. 
^talj. Cyneas, furprifed at thefe refolutiohs, left Rome the 

fame day, and returned to Tarehtum, to acquaint the 
king With the fenate*s anfwer, Pyrrhus, on hearing it, 
idmiireti the conftancy and intrepidity of a conquered 
people, who fpoke the language of conquerors ; having 
' aOced Cyneas his opinion of the fenate, he replied, that 
the fenate feemed to him an aflcmbly of kings, whofe apf 

?earance filled the fpeftators with awe and reverence, 
'his ahfwer much increafed the efteem Pyrrhus had for 
the Romans ; he would have willingly concluded a peace 
with them upon honourable terms ; but as thie conditions 
Ihey offered were not confiftent with the reputation of his 
iirms, he began to make preparations for the next cam«» 
paign. On the other hand, the Romans having raifed to 
the confulate P. Sulpicius Saverrio, and P. Decius Mus, 
difpatched them both into Apulia, where they found 
Pyrrhus encamped near a little town called Afculum, 
There the cotifuls, joining their armies, fortified them- 
felves at the fbot of the Apennines, having between them 
and the enemy a large deep ftrcam, 'which divided the 
plain. Both armies continued fome time on the oppofite 
banks, before either ventured to pafs over to attack the 
tother. The Epirots being informed, that the father and 
grandfather of the conful Decius had, by devoting them- 
felves to the Dii Manes, gained viftories when every 
thing threatened the total defeat of their troops, believed 
that the Decii tranfmitted, from father to fon, fome un-^ 
accountable art of necromancy, whereby they fecured the 
viGory to their party, whenever they loll their lives in 
tl^e battle. ' This vain app'rchenfion having filled thq 
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Epirob with terror, Pyrrtus^ in Order to dcftiby fo dan- 
gerous a pr'epoffefEbns fcnt a ittefibnger to Decius, ^ao Hhmeffagt 
quiihtihg him, that if he atlempttd to ^vote hrmfelfi he to Deciut^ 
IhoUld. find the Epirots tirfoti thfeir guard^.refbhrcd not to ^^^^omau 
put hitfi to death, hut to tike him alive; and that the ^^^fi*^ 
moft cruel punifliments ihould be infli^ed ttponhitn a^ 
aii imik)ftor after the battle. To this rhelTafeij^tke confuU 
iisturhed the following ahfwer : *' PyrWm^: i» not fo 
formidable an enemy, as to reduce US td otpedtents which 
w-e ii^alce ufc of only in thfe g^eatlsft alid inevitable dan^ ^ 

gers. To fhew ho^ littfe \t^e feat ihlmj i*re ©flfer hint 
his chdibe, either to paTs thfe river unnlo^efted, or to fuffisf 
us t6 do fo : we (hall tfeen try in the op^n fields and upon 
equal termsj which of lis Aall have need of cAiploying *• ' "^ '•' 
cxtraordiriary methods to gatn the ^ tiftory /' ' v *- - -^^'i 

The king could nbt^ in point bf honour, dedine tfa 
challenge; and thercfbre dhofe to cottdriiie where h« 
vrasj and let the Romitis cr'6ft the ftr#Mitt*^ v/Vich tbc^^ 
did accordingly, and drew up <ki tl¥e plaitti; '* Pyrrhufe 9pth.m:mik^ 
placed his men in order 6f battle otf th« fame plain ; i^^P^^'^f^f 
and ^1 the ancients do hini the jufthie to fay, that vsb ^„|2^^ 
comihander ever underftoodbfette*- the art of drawing u|) ment4 
an irrtii'yj and direfting its Mdion^. In the ri^t wing 
hfe placed hiis Epirots and the Sattinil^firi in bis teft dw 
Lucahiah^^ Brutians^ and S^ietitin^^ ; a)[idhis phalanx ii^ 
the cfehtre. Thfe cchtre of the Rdm«l-aMny confiftcdof . 
four legion^, x^hich dppofed the efteiny's ' pfealiinx 5 on 
iheir wings were jiofted the Ugh t-aritidd auxiliaries, anfl 
the Rom^n horfe. The confiils, in oftlir to rnard t\iek^ 
troops againft the fury of the elephablslhad prepared 
chariots, armed with lon^ points of iron in the (hape of 
forks, and filled with Toldieir^ caVryihjg^ firebrands, which 
ihey were direfted to throw at the eUphatits^ ifa orders 
frighten tliem, and fet thieir wooden tdWeW <to fire. Thefc 
Icharfets were pbfted ^dvef-.agalhft thk iJrfg^s elephants, 
and ordered ilot to ftir till thebeafts advaf4fced.r The Ro- 
man generals alfo direfted a body of Apulians to attack 
Pyrrhus's camp in the heat of the eriga^emfent, in order 
to force it, or at leaft draw off part of the cnemy*^ troops 
for its defence. At length the attack began, both partieis Thi Uttii 
iyeihg pretty equal in uilmber ; for each anpy confilted of •/4/<*^'**» 
about fbrty thotifand men* The pl^alanx. fciftained, for 
a long time, the furious onfet of the legions with in- 
fcitdibte bravery ; but at length beitfg forced to give way, 
Pyrrhus commanded his chphants to idir^nee> yet not on 
ibe fide where the Romans had pcrfttd their thiriots'^ 
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ifaey marched rounds and, falling upon the Roman borft^i 

icon put them into confufion. Then the phalanx, re-^ 

' turping with frefh courage to the charge, obliged- thq 

Roman* legions, in their turn, to give ground. On this 

occafion ]3ecius was killed, fo that one conful only wa$ 

kft to commsihd the two Roman armies. Eut while all 

- things feemed to favour Pyrrhus, the body of Apulian$ 

falling unexpectedly on the camp of the Eplrots, obliged 

the :king:.tQ dilpatch a ftroiig detachment to defend his 

intrenchmen^s.. Upon the departure of thefe troops, 

feme of the Epirots, imftgining that the camp was taken, 

begati to Ipfe codrage, apd retire \ cbqfe who were next 

to them followed th^ir exaipple^ and, in a ihort time, 

nitplnts ^hc whole army gavq way. Pyrrhus leaving attempted fe-r 

givfwa^, veral times in v«in to rally his fprces, returned to the 

Charge wi(h, a fmall number of his friends, and the mod: 

> coumgeottsof his officers. . With thefe he fuftained the 

fury of the viflofious legions, and covered the retreat of 

^Pp^Hk & &s own men. BsijC beings ^ft^r ^ mo(l gallapt behaviour, 

dahgtrwfy dahgerQ«ifly wounded, he retire^ at laft. with his fmall 

^wtmd,-- band in good ord^fs leaving the Romans mafters of the 

.' "^eld* As the fun wa^ near fetting^ the Romans being 

extremely fatiguedi and a great number of thetn. wound* 

tA^ the conful Stulpiciiiaf no^ thinking it advifeable to 

ipiirfue the eh^ikiyj^ (ovinded ^ retreat, repafled the ftream, 

. .and brought his troops back to the camp {B). Sulpicius 

appeared in the; jfieM of battle ^ the next day, with a de-^ 

iij^ to bring the Epirots to a fccond engagement j but 

-finding they h^ withdrawn in. the night to Tarentum, 

(he likewife rfetired>.and put his troops into winter •quarter^ 

in 'Apulia f, ••: 

i' Both ^rmi^s ^antrn^ed quiet in their quarters during 
^laiinteri ,butcarljr^in the fpring tool^ the field. The Ro- 
anans vrere -^iiftinanded by two men of great fame, C. 
, ^abriciu'si artd (^^milius Papus.; who no^fooner arrived 

^a. AitUliaji.tbaA.^hey led their tropps into the teiritpry oj 

V » f Plut.-PIpn. Hal. Flor, Juftin, ibid, 

.- . 

^ . . ' ' (B) Hiftbria'ns vary in their Tarentum. DionyHusof Hali- 

.;Siccoun.t of this action j known carpaffus jfays, the vidiory was 

ty the name 6f the battle of doubtful, and claimed on bpth 

Afculum ; Plutarch pretends, fides, and that Pyrrhus being 

-ihat Pyrrhus bl^tai^ a com- congratulated upon bis fuccefs, 

,plete Ti^lory ; . . whereas Eu- replied, *' Such another vidory 



troptus affirms, that he was would undo me. 
^Cfltirely defeated, agd fled to 

' •• • 



Tarentum^ 
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7arcntum. Pyrrhus, who had receiv94 confidcrablc re^ 
inforcements from iipirus, met them near the frontiers, 
and encamped at a fmall diftance from the Roman arirty, 
Whil^ the confuls were waiting here for a favourable op- ^^i«s'j 
portunity to give battle, a meffcnger from Nicias, the ^jr 'f* 
* king's phyfician, delivered a letter to Fabricius ; wherein 5j[jJ^^ ^ 
the traitor offered to take off his mafter by poifoq, pro-: mafitr^ 
Tided the conful would promife him a reward proportion- • 
able to the greatnefs of the fervice. The virtuous Ro- 
man, filled with horror at the propofal of fuch a crime^ 
immediately communicated the affair to his colleague ; 
who readily joined with him in writing a letter to 
Pyrrhus ; wherein they cautioned him, without difcovcr- 
ing the criminal, to take care of himfelf, and be upon 
his guard againft the treacherous defigns of thofe about 
him. Pyrrhus, from a deep fenfe of gratitude for fo 
great a benefit, releafed immediately, without ranfom, all 
the prifoners he had taken. But the Romans, difdaining 
to accept either a favour from an enemy, or a recompence 
for not committing the blackeft treachery, declared, that 
they would not receive them but by way of exchange ; 
and accordingly fent to Pyrrhus an equal number of 
Samnite and Tarentine prifoners. 

As the king of Epirus grew every day more weary of Cymasfini 
^ war, which he feared would end in his difgrace, he fent ^f*^^ 
Cyneas a fecond time to Rome, to try whether he could f^^nt*, 
prevail upon the confcript fathers to liften to an accom- 
modation, upon fuch terms as were confident with his 
honour. But the ambalTador found the fenators fteady in 
their former refolution, and determined not to enter into 
a treaty with his maAer till he had left Italy, and with- 
drawn from thence all his forces. This referve gave the 
king great uneafinefs 5 for he had already loft the greater 
part of his veteran troops, and 'heft officers, and was fcn- 
fible that be fhould lofe the reft, if he ventured another 
engagelnent. While he revolved thefe melancholy 
thoughts in his mind, ambafTadors arrived at his camp 
from the Syracufians, Agrigcntines, and Lcontines, im- 
ploring his affiftance to expel the Carthaginians, and put 
an end «o the troubles which threatened their rcfpc£live 
ftates with utter deftruftion. Pyrrhus, who wanted only Pyrrhus 
jTome honourable pretence to leave Italy, embraced this ; /'[^ failfw 
and appointing Milo governor of Tarentum, with a ftrong ^^^*b* 
garrifon, to keep the inhabitants in awe during his ab- 
fence, failed for oicily with thirty thoufand foot, and two 
thottfand five hundred horfe. on board a fleet of two 

hundred 
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hundred (hips. Wc have, in ttie tiftory of Sicilyt related 
at length the great fuccefs that attended him 2k fiirft iii 
that country ; but the face of his affairs foon changed 
there likewife. The Sicilians) difgufted at the refolution 
he had taken of palling into Africa, and at the enormous 
exa£lions and extortions of his minifterd and courtleris, 
had fubmitted partly to the Carthaginians, and partly to the 
Mamertines. When Carthage heard of this change, new 
troops were raifed all over Africa, and a numerous army Tent 
into Sicily, to recover the cities which Py'rrhiis had tdken. 
As the Sicilians daily deferted from him in crowds, he 
was not in a condition, with his Epirots alone, to oppofc 
fo powerful an enemy \ therefore, when deputies came 
tto him from the Tarentines, Samnitek, Biutians, and 
liucanians, reprefenting the lofles they had fa(laihe3 fincc 
his departure, ^nd remondratingi that, without his amlt- 
ance, they mud fall a facriGce to the Romans, he aban- 
doned the ifland, and returned to Italy. His fleet was 
attacked by that of Carthage, and his arniy, after their 
landing, by the Mamertines, as we have related in the 
hiftory of Syracufe, But Pyrrhus having, by his bravery, 
efcaped all danger, marched along the fea-fhore, in order 
to reach Tareatum that way. As he pafTed thi-oiigh the 
country of the Locrians, who had not long before ihaffa: 
cred the troops he had left there, he not only exefcifed 
all forts of cruelty on the inhabitants ; but plundered the 
temple of Proferpine, to fuppfy the wants of His army. 
The immenfe riches which he found were, by hi§ ordeh 
embarked for Tarentum by fea ; but the (hips that carriea 
them being dathed agaiuft the rocl^s by a tempelli this 
proud prince being convinced^ fays, Livy *, that the gods 
were not imaginary beings, caufed all the treafure, whicli 
the fea had thrown upon the ttbre, to be carefully replac- 
ed in the temple ; and> to appeafe the wrath of the angi^ 
gpddefs^ he put alt tfaofe to death who had advified hiih to 
plunder her temple. 

. Pyrrhus at length arrived at Tarentum ; hut of the 
army he had carried into Sicily, he brought bacis into 
Italy only three thoufaiKl horfe, and qot quit^ twenty 
thoufahd foot ; a fmall body indeed to cope with two con« 
fular armies. He therefore reinforced them with the heft 
troops he could taife in the countries of the SamhiteSs 
Lucanians, and Brutians ; and hearing that the t^o hew 
^onfiilsj Curius Dentatus, and Cornelius Lehtblus ha4 



s JLiv* Hb.^xix, cap. iS, 
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divided their forces, the one Invading Lucania, and 
the other Samnium j he likewife divided a chofen detach* 
ment of his army Intro two Wdies, marching with his ^"^.^*' 
fepirots againft Dentatus, in hopes 6f furprifing him in 2i?/!«/irx 
his camp near Beneventum. But the conful, having nearBeiu* 
notice of his approach, marched out of his entrench- vtntum^ 
ments, with a ftrong detachment of legionariesi tp 
meet him ; feptilfed his van-guard, put many of the 
feplrots to the fword, and took fome of their elephants. 
Curias, encouraged by this fuccefs, marched into the 
Taurafian fields, and drew up his army in a plain, which 
was wide enoujgh for his troops^ hut too narrow for the 
fepirot phalanx to aft with its full effeft. But the king's 
cagernefs i6 try his ftrength and &ill with io renowned a 
commander, ftimulated him to engage at that great dit 
advantage. Upon the fiift fighal the aftion began, and 
one of the king's wings giving way, viftory feemcd to 
incline to the nomans. cut that wing where the king 
fought in perfon, repulfed the enemy, and drove them to 
their intrenchments. This advantage was in great part 
owing to the elephants \ z circumftance which Curius 
perceiving, commanded a corps de referve> which he had^ 
polled near the caifip, to advance^ and attack thofe ani- 
mals with burnirtg torches; which frightened and annoyed 
them to fuch a degree, that they wheeled about^ broke 
into the phalanx, and put that body iato the utmoft di& 
order* The Komans taking advantage of this confufion, 
charged with fuch furyj that the enemy were entirely 
broken and defeated '^ (C). 

Pyrrhus retired tp Tarentum, attended only by a fmall Hentirn 
body of horfe, leaving the Romans In full poiTeffion of his '* ^^^^^ 
camp 5 which thejr fo much admired, that they made It ^** * 

* Plut. !nP^rrh. Paufan. lib. i. p. i». Juftirt. lib. Xxiii. cap. ^ 
]Liv. lib. xxiit. cap. %%* Dion. HaK in Excerpt, p. 541. 

(C) Orofius (1) and Eutro- others reduce 1 1 to twenty thou- 

pius (2) tell u9, thatTyrrhus's fand. All writers agrccj that 

army con(iiled of eighty thou « Curiu» took twelve hundred 

£md foot, and fix thoufand prifoners, and eight elephants, 

horfe, including his £pirots This viftory, which was the 

find allies ; Whereas the c6n- )hofi deciiive Rome had eVer 

Jular ariT^y was fcarce t\V'entjr gained, brought all Italy under 

thpufand men ftrong. Thofe fubje<5lion, and paved the way 

yirho exaggerate the king's lofs for thofe conqiieils which af- 

{ay, that the nlimber of the terwards made the Romans 

flaih on hid fide amounted to mafters of the knov^n world* 
IJ^ptv tbotlfhnd men ; but 

i^) !?Vor* Ub« iVf (9} £ytrop. lib. li. 
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a model which they followed ever after. And now the 
king of Epirus refolved to leave Italy as foon as poflible ; 
hty however, concealed fais defign, and endeavoured to 
keep up the drooping fpirits of hi3 allies^j by giving them 
hopes of fpeedy fuccours from Greece. Accordingly he 
difpatched ambafladors into iSltolia, lUyricum, and Mace« 
don, demanding fupplies of men and money. But the 
anfwers from thofe courts not proving favourable, he 
forged fuch as might pleafe thofe whom he was willing to 
deceive. When he could conceal his departure no longer, 
he pretended to be enraged at the dilatorinefs of his 
friends in fending him fuccours \ and acquainted the 
Tarentines, that he muft go in perfoii and bring them 
over. However, he left behind him a ftrong garrifon in 
the citadel of Tarentum, under the command of the fame 
Milo who had kept it for him during his ftay in Sicily. 
In order to reftrain this governor within the bounds of 
his duty, he is faid to have made him a very ftrange pre- 
fent, namely, a chair covered with the (kin of Nicias, the 
treacherous phyGcian, who had offered Fabricius to poi- 
fon his mailer *. After all thefe difgiiifes and precautions, 
Pyrrhusat laft fet fail for Epirus, and arrived fafe at Acro- 
ceraunium with eight thoufand foot," and five hundred 
horfe, having fpent, to no purpofe, fix years in Italy and 
Sicily ^. 

On his return, he found his treafures exhaufted, and 
his people difcouraged. To retrive therefore his reputa* 
tion, and make his troops fome amends for the hardihips 
they had fufFered in Italy, he refolved to invade. Macedon, 
where Antigonus Gonatus, who had refufed to fend him 
fucijours, then reigned. Being reinforced with fome conir 
palsies of Gauls^ he ravaged the country, took many cities, 
and overthrew Antigonus in a pitched battle. Notwith-- 
ftanding that prince had a great many Gauls In his pay, 
Tyrrhus drove him from place to place, and at length 
made himfelf mailer pf the who|e kingdom pf Ma-« 
cedon (D). 



i Zonar. Kb. viii. cap. 7* 
Paufan. in Attic, p. ii. 



^ Plttt. ibid. Juftin. lib, xxv. cap. 3, 



(D) After the vidory which 
he gained over Antigonus, he 
hung up the fpoils of the Gauls 
in the temple of Pallas of Ito- 
nia, a fmall city between Pherse 
and Lariifa, with the following 
infcription : " Pyrrhus, king of 

(t) Piut. ibid. & Pattfan, 



the Moloflians, coniecrates to 
the Itonian Minerva thefe buck-* 
lers of the fierce Gauls, after 
having defeated the whole army 
of Antigonus, The defcendents 
of iSacus are flill the {kme| 
brave and refolute (a)"** 
in Attic, p. ii| fft. 
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Antigonus, after his defeat, had retired to Theflalo- Antigonkf 
nica, with the remains of his fliattefed army, intending reduced t9 
to wait there for a favourable opportunity of recovering S^'^f ^#- 
his kingdom. But Ptolemy, the fon of Pyrrhus, a prince ^^'I^' ^^ 
who almoft equalled his father in bravery, though at that fltf^^lf 
time but twenty-two years of age, purfued the unhappy PjrrAuu 
Antigonus to his retreat, put to the fword the few troops 
he had with him, made himfelf mafter of Theffalonica, 
and reduced the king of Macedon tofuch difficulties, that 
he had no place to retire to in his misfortunes but the 
forefts '. 

It was natural for Pyrrhus,*after tKefe conquifts, which ^"^ ^^h* 
had both enriched and encreafed his army, to return, to p'!^*'*^* 
the afliftance of the Tarentines, and his allies in Italy. ^*^P^^* 
But his inconftancy, or rather the fear he was in of the ' 
Romans, induced him to take another courf(^. New ene- 
mies, and new hopes,Wrew him into Peloponnefus, whi- 
ther he took with him his two fons, Ptolemy and Hele- 
nus, inftead of leaving at leaft one of them in Macedon, 
to keep that country in awe, and watch the motions of 
Antigonus. He had been invited thither by Clepnymus, 
king of Sparta, who, being driven from his capital by 
Areus, his ambitious nephew, and the intrigues of his 
wife Chelidonis, had recourfe to Pyrrhus, whofe vidlories 
had made him famous all over Greece. The king, who 
was ever paffing from one enterprize to another, readily 
complied with the requeft of Cleonymus. With twenty- 
Eve^ thoufand foot, two thoufand horfe, and twelve ele- 
phants, he entered Peloponnefus ; not fo much with a de- 
fign to re-eftabli(h Cleonvmus, as to make himfelf mafter 
of all Greece. But the ooftinate reiiftance he met with at 
Laced^emon, obliged him to drop this enterprize, as we 
have related at length in the hiftory of the Lacedaemonians. 
He had fcarce refolved with himfelf to retire from before 
Lacedaemon, when a new projeft haftened his departure, 
in order to try his fortune in another quarter. 

Ariftippus and Ariftias, two of the principal citizens of HisixpeJi^ 
Argos, having excited a great fedition in that city, the 'j^* f?^^'^ 
former, to ftrengthen his party, had drawn Antigonus ^^^'j^^ ^ 
into his intereft ; and the latter refolved to call Pyrrhus 
to his affiftance. The king was overjoyed at the arrival 
of an exprefs from Ariftias, inviting him to engage in a 
sew war ; and defpifing Antigonus, who had already re- 

1 Joftin, lib* XXV. cap, 3. IXod. Sic. lib. xxii. in Bxcet-pt Valeiiii 
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covered' great part of Macedotij he drew ofF f ronx Lsice' 
daemon, and haftened to Argos. But Areus, having 
timely notice of his (ieparture, concealed his troops in 
the mod difficult paiTes, Having fufiered the advanced 
guard of the Epirot armyi commanded by Pyrrhus,. to ' 
march by, he fell unexped:edly on the rear, and cut off a 
great number of the Gauls and Moloffians, of whom it 
was compofed. Pyrrhus detached his fon Ptolemy to 
their relief ; but the young prince, fuffering hirofelf to be 
hurried on by the impetuofity oz courage, was killed in 
the engagement by Orafus, a Cretan. The king being 
informed of his fon's death, fudc^eply faced about, and 
falling upon the Lacedaemonian cavalry, who, lender the 
command of Evalcus, an officer of great reputation, 
had imprudently advanced into the pbin^ made a great 
havock of thofe troops. He was always dreadful in bat- 
tles ; but on this occafion, when grief, and the defire of 
revenge, inflamed his natural ardor, be even furpa^ed 
himfelf. He fingled out Evalcus. in the' throng, and 
i)reaking through the Uoops that funounded him, killed 
him on the fpot at the firft blow. The death of fobrav^e a 
man ditheartened the Lacedaem,Qa;iian^, who now began to 
give ground. On the other hand tbe Epirots, being ani- 
. mated by the example of their king, purfued the advan* 
tage with fuch vigour, that the enenjiy were put into th? 
utmoft confufion, and at length obliged to fave themfelves 
by a diforderly flight, after bavin\g loft the gre^teft part of 
their cavalry. When the dead body of hi$ fc|i was brpught 
to him, he exprefled the deepeft concern ; but at the 
fame time feemed ta blame him on account of bis too 
great boldnefs, faying, *^ 1 am not at ^11 furprifed that 
my fon has loft liis life ; I did not exj)e£l he would h^ve 
lived fo long." 

Pyrrhus, having thus revenged the death of Ptolemy 
with ftreams of Lacedaemonian blood, purfued his march 
to Argos, and arriving before that city, encamped '^ an 
advantageous fit;ua.tion, at a fmall diftance fro^ Antigo* 
nus, who. had anticipated his march. Nei^t morning be 
fen.t a herald to Antigonus, chaJlenging him to fiogte 
conibat ; but that prince returned him the fallowi^ a»- 
fwer : " If Pyrrhus is tired of his life,^ he may find ways 
engug^h to put art e;nd to. it.** The inhabitants of Ar^oi 
fe.eiji?g two fpxeigiji. kings, ready to e»^e at thf ir g^ea^ 
and not doubting'but tne conqueror would feize on their 
city, and from a. free p!W>p]^ r^c^th^wi to a ftate of fia-' 
very, fent ambaflTadors to both princesi entreating ^dies^ 
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> tp withdraw thpr forcesj and fuffer the citizens to cpm<- 
pofc theijr differences by th^mfclves. Antigonus readily 
coniented to thi$ propofal, and, to. convince them th^t he 
Ibiad no deG^n upon their city* delivered up his fon to 
thexn ^s z, hoft^ge. Pyrrbus likewife promifed to retire ; 
but, as he offered no fecurity for the performance of his 
pcomifey the Argiaosbegai:! to fufpef^ him of inOncerity i^ 
^nd indeed uot without reafon^ for the faflious Ariftias Attempts r# 
had ag^e^d to open one of the gates to him that night, to make 
and put him in poffeffipn of the city. The traitor obf^yed ^^^f!^ ^ 
his proaiife, opening the gate,, and conveying z, body of ^fJJ^^ ^ 
Pyrrhu?'^ Gauls into the tnarket- place, which was in the 
centre of the city, withput being difcovered by any of 
Ariltippus's party. Pyrrhus, however, not thinking that 
(K>dy fufficient to make bead againft the citizens, ordered 
his elephants to advance, with a defign to draw them up 
likewife in the cnarket-place. But it happened, that the 
gatej which was delivered up to Pyrrhus, was not high 
enough for the elephants to pafs with their towers on 
their b^cks} fo chat it was neceflary to take them off, and Enterk 
replace them, after they had entered the city. Thfc Ar- Argeu 
gian3 hearine the noife, ran to arms, and fihding the 
'enemy poited in the centre of the city, fled to the for- 
trefs, and from thence fent mefiengers to Antigonus, 
preiCng him to advance without lofs of time to their affift- 
ance. He immediately marched up to the walls, and or- 
dered his fon Alcioneus to enter the city at the head of his 
bed troops. In this critical junfiure, Araeus, king of La- 
cedsemon, arrived likewife at Argos with a thoufand La- 
ced smonians, and this i^e number of Cretans ; and join- 
ing the Macedonian^, charged the Gauls wich the utmoft 
iiiry, and threw them into diforder. Pyrrhus haftened to 
their relief with a l^ody of Moloflians \ but the darknefs 
and confufion werefo great, that he could neither be heard 
nor obeyed. 

Th^ fight lafted all nj^ght* and at break of day the, 
ftreeta appeared covered with dead bodies, and ftreamit^ 
with blood, the Macedonians, Argians, Cretans, Epirots, 
GauU^ and Lacedaemonians, having fought in the dark, 
witt^cmf diftingy iflxing their friends from their foes. Pyr- Attempts t$ 
.Thix$ was i^ot ^ little furprifed to fee the city filled with the ntirei 
eneipy'3 t;roap^ ; and imagining all was loif, thought of 
nothins bi^t a tii)a^ly retreat. As he was under fome ap- 
prehefmonj; with i^fnc;^ to the gates of the city, which 
'Hrere too ii^ow» ixe lent orders tp his fon Helenus, whom 
hiQ ba^^^ft with9ut| with the vmJfi body o£ the army, to 

make 
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mate a large breach in the wall, and be ready to cover fiii 
retreat, in cafe he (hould be overpowered by the enemy. 
But the perfon He fent to his fon mifundcrftariding his or- 
ders, delivered a quite contrary meffage ; ih corifequencei 
of which, Helenus, inftead of making a breach in the 
wall, drew dut the flower of his troops, and attempted X6 
get in at the gate, in order to aflift his father. But the 
paflage being Hopped up by an elephant of an enormous 
Sze, and the Argians crouding about the gate to prevent 
Helenus from entering it, a (harp engagement enfued, in 
which great numbers were killed on both fides. At 
length Helenus, fearing his father might be in danger, 
forced his paflTage through the.thickeft of the enemy's 
htt it fur- ranks. i3ut he had fcarce got in, when he met his father, 
rounded 9n furrounded by the enemy on all fides, and fighting his 
muUJidts, ^ay through them, in order to retire by the fame gate out 
of the city, which he could no longer hold, moft of his 
men being either killed or wounded. The troops which 
Helenus led, were fo thronged under the gate, that they 
wounded one another with their arms, and fo obftruftcd 
the paflage, that it was impoflible for Pyrrhus to pafs. 
He often cried aloud to them to retire, and clear the way \ 
but his voice not being heard in that noife and confufion, 
they ftill continued to advance, prefling upon one another, 
and putting the few troops that were with the king in great 
diforder. Then Pyrrhus pulling ofi^ his diadem, to pre- 
vent his being known, faced about, and charged the ene- 
jif^y with the utmoft fury. While he was thus fighting iri 
the croud, and making a great flaughter of the enemy, i 
common foldier of Argos attacked and wounded him with 
his javelin. The king, inflamed at the fight of his own 
blood, flew at the aggreflbr with a rage not to be expreifled, 
and was ready to make him pay dear for his boldnefs^ 
but the mother of the Argian, who, with other women, 
beheld the combat from the top of a houfe, being alarm- 
ed at the imminent danger of her fon, threw dowri a tile 
upon Pyrrhus, which, falling upon his head, gave him fuch 
a blow, that he ftaggered for fome time, and then fell 
fenfelefs to the ground. One Zopyrus, a Macedonian, ob- 
ferving his fall, and knowing who he was, dragged him into 
imdkWed, ^ porch : there, with a trembling hand, he cut off the head 
of Pyrrhus, and carried it to Alcioneus, who rode full fpced 
with it to his father Antigonus, and threw it down at his 
feet. But that prince, reflcfting on the inftability of hu- 
• man affairs, anci viciflitude of fortune, feverely rebuked 
his fon for thus infulting the remains of fo great a man. 

Taking 
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Taking up the iiead, li^ ico^ered it with Ws o^xm garmeinti 
and caufed it to be hoitoarablf interred ™. 

Such was the end o£ Pyrrhus, a prince t6 whom the His eha* 
title of A great cafJtaiiiisjttftly due, fincte he was fo highly roBer. 
leftcemed by the Rolni^iiiSj^ and' by a perfon worthy to be 
credited, with relatSbh to the merit of a warrior, and the 
bcft qualified to forrri a right judgement in that particular; 
forLity tells us ", tiiat Hannibal, when afted by Scipio, 
\rfao, in his opinion, wfeire the greateft generals in the 
iprorld, named Aleiander' in the firft jplace, Pyrrhus in 
the fecond, and himfelf in the third. All the ancients 
tell UB, that no general uiidbrftobd the art of war better 
than the kihg of E^irus^ who learnt theip by principles 
^md roles, as well as. by experience, and is faid to havie 
written fever al volumes on encampments, and the different 
methods 6i drawing up an army (E). 

Pyrrhus had^ befides his military talents, many othet 
commendable qualities^ a great deal of good nature, much 
compaffioh for the unhappTi and no lefs gratitude for 
thofe who had laid him undfer obligations. When jEro- 
^us, one of his chief favourites, who had done him con& 
derable fervice, died, he Wept ; and was heard to fay; 
** It is not his death that ihoft affli£ts me ; he has paid the 

n Plot. ibid. Val. Max<Hb.«v. cap.i. t^aufan. in Attic, p. is. 
Juftin. lib. XXV. cap. 5. » Liv, lib. xxxv. cap. 14. 

(E) Tbefe books are men- how to encamp, choofe his 

tioned by Tully (i) ; and Do- ground, and poft his men to 

natus tells us, that Pyrrhus advantage (3). He is gener- 

invenced a fort of game, like ally reprefented by the ancient 

that of chefs, to reprefent the hiftorians as a prince of an un* 

diffisrent wavs of making at- common underflanding, and of 

tacks, and drawing Up armies great fagacity and penetration, 

inbattjdia (2). Livygives-tts , It Is therefore furprifing, 

the fame account, as Pyrrhus, that TuUyiliould take him. to 

or rather makes Haniiibal fay be included in the &mous 

as much of him: '* He was, verfes of Ennius, wherein that 

(iays that great general); the poet fays, 
firft, who perfeAyr undemood 

Semper fuit fiolidum genus ^acidarum^ 
Bellipotent«8 ma^is q\i^m iapientipdtentes (4)t 

A ftupid race th* ^Eacidae appear. 

l^efs fam'd for wifdom than For feats of v^r* 

(0 Cic. lib. ix. fepift* *^ (») l>onat. in Comiteent. Eu- 

liucb. Terent. (3) Liv. Ibid. ' (4} Cic. de Pivin. lib. ii. 

Vol. IX. H dcbfc 
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debt he owes Xxs nature. My concern is, that F fo long de<* 
layed making him a fuitable return, for his fervices, and 
by that delay am deprived of the pleafure of (hewing my 
gratitude V His only faults were, ambition and incon-' 
ftancyt the former did not fo much proceed from an ava- 
ricious deGre of enriching himfelf, and poflefiing vaft do- 
minions, as from a love of glory ; he had propofed Alex- 
ander the Great to himfelf for a model, and in all his en- 
terprizes had^no other view than to equal and even far- 
pafs that conqueror. His inconftancy indeed was very re* 
markable. He had fcarce tried one enemy* when he was 
for engaging another \ fo that his whole life was a con- 
tinued feries of new proje£is fucceeding each other. 
When he had conquered a country, he neglefted all pro- 
per meafures.for preferving it, how dear foever the con-^ 
queft might have coft him> Hence Autigpnus ufed to 
compare him, as Plutarch informs us, to a lucky game- 
Aer, who did not know how to make a good ufe of hit 
fortune, but laviflily fpent whatever he got bv gaming. 
AlltkiEf>i' . The Epirots in Argos no fooner heard ot the death of 
r^ts in Ar- their king, than they threw down their arms, and furren- 
5*'^T^a' dered at difcretipn. But Antigonus tpeatcd them with 
'" great humanity, and generoufly fent back to Epirus, He- 
lenus, the king's fon, who was alfo taken prifoner, de- 
livering to him the body of his unfortunate father, inclofed 
in a golden urn ^» 

Pyrrhus was fucceeded in the kingdom of Epirus by his 
fon Alexander^ who,.foon after hisacccffion to thethrone> 
made himfelf mafter of Macedon, but was forced both 
from Macedon and Epirus by. Demetrius. Alexander be- 
ing thus in his turn expelled his dominions, iled to the 
Acarnanians^ and, having raifed among them frefh forces^ 
returned into. Epirus, where he was joined by,fuch num- 
.bers of his own fubje£ls, that Demetrius thought it ad- 
vifeable to 'quit that kingdom, and withdraw into Mace* 
don '• He afterwards engaged in a war with jhe Illyri- 
ans, and having gained over them a complete vi£lory, 
pafled the remainder of his reign in peace and tranquility, 
without molefting his neighbours, or being molefled by 
them '. t' 

Alexander left by his filler Olympias, whom he had 
married, a fon and a daughter* His daughter, by name 
Fhthia, efpou|ed Demetrius IL king of Mace4on. His 

^ Plut.inPyrr,, P Val. Max, lib, v. cap. i. ^ Plut. 

lib. xxvi. cap. 3. Paufam in Attic* <* Frontin. Stratag^ 

Val. Max. lib. V. cap. !• 

fon> 
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Ibn, named Ptolemy, fucceeded him in the kingdom un-* Ptoletfjf, 
der the tuition of his mother OlympiaSj he being very 
young at his father's death. He was a prince of great ex- 
peflation, but died when he was fcarce out of his mino<^ 
rity, as he was leading his army againil the ^toli^ns, who 
had feized that part of Acamania which belonged to the 
crown of Epirus '• He left one fon, named Pyrrhus, Pyrrhui 
who, after a (hort reign under the guardianfliip of his ///• 
grandmother Olympias, , was treacheroufiy murdered by 
the Ambracians, leaving behind. him one daughter, called 
by Juftin, Laudamia \ by Paufanias, Athcnseus, and Po- 
lyxnus, Deidamia. This princefs fucceeded her father % Detdamia^ 
when the . Epirots, difdaining to live under the govern- 
ment of a woman, fuborned Neftor, one of her guards to 
murder her \ but the afiafBn failing in the attempt, the 
Unhappy T)€idamia fledfor refuge to the teftiple of Diana^ 
where flie was barbaroufly afTaiTmated by Milo, who being is murder* 
fentcnced to d^ath for t5e miirdef of his own mother Phi- ed. 
lotera, redeemed himfelf from the puniihment due to his 
wickednefs by muYdering his fovereign. He did not, . 
however, long enjoy the fruit of his crime ; for being 
feized with madnefs, he laid violent hands on himfetf 
twelve days after the death ofDeidamisi. As for the Epi- 
rots, they were feverely puniflied by heaven, firft with a 
dreadful famine, and afterwards with domeftic troubles, 
foreign wars, and many other calamities, which reduced 
their country to the laft extremity. This is the account 
we read in Polysenus: but Paufanias, tells us, that Dei* 
damia, after a {hort and peaceable reign, died quietly in 
her bed, leaving the Epirots, as ihe had no ifTue, free to 
chufe what fort of government they liked beft '. How- 
ever that be. It is certain, that in this princefs ended the 
family of the Pyrrhidae, or the defcendants of Pyrrhus 
Neoptolemus ; and.that upon her death the Epirots form- 
ed themfelves into a republic, which was governed by 
annual magiftrates, or prsetorsj chofen in the general af- 
fembiy of the whole nation. Of this republic we have al- 
ready given a diftinft account in our hiftory of Greece, 
from the time it was firft formed till it was reduced by 
the Romans to a province. We (hall only ohfefve, that 
the Macedonians on one Qde, and the Illyrians on the 
other, taking advantage of the inteftine divifions, which 
generally attend a popular government, feized on feveral 
provinces belonging to the Epirots, and annexed them to 

• Jultin. Ub^ xxvlii. ca^i }• < Pattfan. in Mefleniac* 

Ha their 
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their rcfpeSivc crowns ; and hence it is, that though the 
kingdom of Epirus made a confiderable figure, the repub^ 
He fcarcc made any. Ariftotle, as Stephanus inforftis us, 
<(rrote a particular book on the poUty of the Epirots 5 
whence we may infer, that they were governed by excel- 
lent laws ; but that work has not reached our times. Plu- 
tarch tells us, that the Epirots enjoyed the beft fort of li- 
berty, Under their kings; for, according to him, a ge- 
neral affembly of the people was yearly convened at If affa- 
ron, a city in the province of Moloms, where the king 
bound himfelf by a foleihn oath to govern agreeably to 
the laws, and the people to obey and fupport him as long 
as he ihould make the laws the rule of his government. 



CHAP. XXXII. 
The Htftory of Bithynia. 

IfamiSs /- Or^ HIS country, anciently known by the names of 
tuatton, J. Myfia, Mygdonia, Bebrycia, Mariandynia, and Bi- 

ifc. thynia, was bounded on the weft by the Bofporus Thra- 

cins, and part of the Propontis ; on the fouth by the rivet 
Rhyndacus and Mount Olympus ; on the north by the 
Euxine Sea ; and on the eaft by the river Parthenius •. 
Ptolemy extends the confines of Bithynia, on this fide, to 
Critorum on the coaft, and to Juliopolis in the inland 
country, comprehending, under the name of Bithynia, 
fbme provinces belonging, according to other geographers, 
to Galatia and Paphlagonia. 
CitUsom The chief cities of Bithynia dn the coaft were, Myrlea, on 

the Pro* the Propontis, not far from the mouth of the Rhyndacus : 
pontu. jj^jg ^j^y ^j^3 Cq called from Myrlus of Colophon, its 
founder> as Stephanus informs us, or; as others will have 
it, from Myrlea, a celebrated Amazon, who either found- 
ed or adpmed it. It was demolifiied by Philip of Mace- 
don, thcf father of Perfes, and rebuilt by Prunas, king of 
Bithynia, who, from his wife, called it Apamea^. k 
was afterwards honoured with the title of a Roman co- 
lony. Dafcylos, at a fmall diftance from the Rhyndacus. 
Cius, built by the Milefians, on a river of the fame name, 
deftroyed by Philip, the father of Perfes, and rebuilt by 

« Flin. nb. V. cap. %%. ' ^ Strab* lib. Xli. p. 38^. 

» ^ ^^ Prufias; 
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Prulias, whofe name it bore ever after *. Nicomedia, the 
metTOTolis of Bithynia^ fo called from Nicomedes, the 
fon of Zipoetes, its founder ^ Strabo feems to doubt by 
which of the Bithynian kings it was founded *• All th^ 
ancients fpeak of it as a place of great note (F). 

In this city the Roman emperors refided, when th^ 
afiairs of the empire called them into the faft. Conftan- 
tine the Great chofe NicoQiedia * for the place of bis abodip 
after he retired from Rome^ and there remained pU the 
buildings he had begiiQ at Byzantium were (niCbed* 
This city, oncefo famous, is now but a fmall village^ 
known to the Turks by the name of Scbemith. Pro- 
ne£kus, a colony of the Phoenicians, as Stephanus ii^ 
fomxs us. Drepanumt or Derpane, mentioned by Livy, 
Florus, and moft of the Latin hiftorians. All thefe cities 
ftood on the Propontis, now the fea of Marmora. 

On the Bofporus, which parts £urope from Afia, and Cifiestn 
joins the Propontis with the Euxine Sea, ftood the famous /^^ ^»JH* 
city of Chalcedon, or Calcedon, anciently known by the ^'^* 
names of Proceraftis and Colbufa., Pliny ^ Strabo % and 
Tacitus ', call it the City of the Blind, alluding to the 
anfwer which the Pythian ApoUo gave to the founders of 
Byzantium, who, confulting the oracle relative to a plaqe 
where to build a city, were dire£ied to choofe tha)t fpot 

X Plin. ibid. Pomp. Mela, lib.], cap. 9. x Tzetzes, Chil. 3. 

Hiftor. 11$. ver.950. '> Strab. Iib.xiii. p. 3S8. ^ "Nicephor. 

lib. vii. fnb fin. ^ Plin. ibid. , « Strab. lib. vii, p. »fti. 

4 Tacit. Annal.lib. xii. cap. 63. 

(F) Pliny calls it a famous thetimeof the emperor Julian 
and beautiful city(l); Am- the Apoflate. Paufanias, Mar^ 
roianus Marcellinus, the mo- cellinus (4) andTrebclliusPol- 
therof all the cities of Bithy- 110(5), ^^^^ "5» this city was 
nia(2); Paufanias, the greateft formcriy called Aftacus." Ste- 
and firfb city of Bitbynia (3) ; phanus will liavc its ancient 
Libanius compares it to Rome, name to have been Olbia. Bjat 
Byzantium, Alexandria, and Nicomedia, Aftacus, and 01- 
Antiocb, at that time the four bia, are fpoken of by Ptolemy 
greateft cities of the world ; as three neighbouring but dt- 
and fays, that though it was flin£t cities. Strabo .writes, 
jperhapa inferior to them in that Nicomedes deftroyed A£* 
exteqt, it equalled them all in tacus, and transferred its inha- 
beauty. This author lived in bitants to Nicomedia (6). 

(1) Plin. lib. V. cap. ultim. (») Ammian. MarceUin. lib. 

xvii. cap. 13. (3) Paufan. Eliac. i. cap* la. (4} Paufan. & 

Ammian. MarccHin. ibid. (S) TrcbcJU Poll, in Gallienns, 

cap. 4. (6) Strab. ibid. 

H 3 which 
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which lay oppofite ** to the habitation of the blind ;•* that 
is, as was then underftood, to Chalcedon, the Chalcedo- 
nians well deferving that epithet for having built their city 
in a barren and fandy foil, without feeing that advantage* 
ous and pleafant fpot on the oppofite (hore, which the By- 
zantines afterwards chofe. 

Chalcedon, in the Chriftian times, became famous on 
account of the council which was held there againft Eu- 
tyches. The emperor Valens caufed the walls of this 
city to be levelled with the ground for (iding with Proco- 
pius, and the materials to be conveyed to Conftantinople, 
where they were employed in building the famous Valcn- 
tinian aquedu<^. 

Chalcedon is at prefcnt a poor place, known to the 
Greeks by its ancient name, and to the Turks by that of 
* Cadiaci, or the Judges town •. 

On the Euxine Sea flood the city of Heraclea, once a 
republic of no fmall note. It is commonly called Pontica, 
or Heraclea on the Pontus, to diftinguifli it from feveral 
other cities of the fame name. Paufanias^ and the fcho- 
liaft of Apolionius c tell us, that it was founded and peo- 
pled by a colony of the Megarerifes and Tanagraei of 
Boeotia. 

This city, in procefs of time, acquired fuch wealth and 
power, efpecially by fea, that it was not inferior to any 
of the Greek ftates in Afia. Xenophon tells us, that in 
his ti^Tie the Heracleans had a numerous fleet, and they 
fupplied him with a fquadron to convoy his men after 
their retreat into Greece. There arc fcarce any wars men* 
tioned by the ancients as carried on by fea in thofe parts, 
in .which the Heracleans were not concerned, their friend- 
ibip being courted by all the princes of Afia on account of 
tbeir maritime power. The Heracleans feem to have 
maintained a good underftanding with the kings of Per- 
fia ; and on that account refufed to pay their quota, when 
the Athenians impofed a tribute on the Greek cities of 
Afia Minor, for equipping and fupportinjg a fleet to be 
employed in the defence of the common liberty. 

As to their form of government, it was ^ originally dc- 
mocratical; but democracy foon gave way to ariftocracy: 
for many of the nobles being fent out to lead coloni^a into 
diftant countries, the people, in whom the fupremfe power 
was lodged, began to opprefs > thofe who remained ', 
whereupon they ran to arms in their own defence, and, 

« Tournefort. Voyage au Levant, vol. ii, f Faufan. lib, v, 

f Sc^oliaftf ApoUon. p. i^o« ^ Aridotlib. v. Polit. c^p. 5. 

leaving 
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having overcome their adverfaries,- took the whole poWer 

into their own hands. New di(lurbances arifing among 
the nobles, becaufe the moft wealthy engro0ed the whole 
management of affairs to thenifelves, it was agreed, that 
the fupreme power (hould be lodged in the fenate, and 
that the fenate (hould confift of fix hundred members, ail 
chofen from the nobility. This new regulation incenfed 
the common people to fttch a degree, that they unani- 
mouily rofe againft the nobles, and obliged them to 
impl<5re-%he afliftance firft of Timotbeus, the Athenian^ 
and afterwards of Epaminondas, the Thcban. Thcfe ge- 
nerals, refufing to interfere with their domeftic quarrels, 
they were forced to recall Clearchus, a fenator, whom tjtmas tf 
they had baniihed ; but as his banifliment had neither UeracUa* 
improved his morals, nor infpired him with better prin- 
ciples, he made the troubles, in which he found the city 
involved, fubfervient to his wicked defign of fubjefting it, 
and ufurping the fovereign power. With this view he Clntrchnu 
openly declared for the people ; and having by their means 
humbled the nobles, he caufed himfelf to be invefted with 
the whole power, which had been divided among them. 

Thus rendered abfolute, he exercifed all forts of cruelty 
upon fuch as gave him any \imbrage : moil of the fenators 
were either affai&nated, or deprived of their eftatcs and 
baniihed their native country ^. Diodorus Siculus tells us, 
that he propofcd to himfelf Dionyfius, tyrant of Syracufe, 
for his model in the art of government *^. The baniihed 
fenators having applied to the neighbouring cities for 
afliftance againft him, he compelled their wives and daugh- Histrm* 
ters to marry his flaves, and of thefe compofed an army. ^(^* 
Having vanquiihed the troops they led againft him, and 
taken many prifoners, he put them all to death, after he 
had made them fuffer the moft exquifite torments which 
his cruel temper, and an eager defire of revenge^ could 
■invent. 

After he had exercifed a moft cruel tyranny over his fel- h mwrdtr* 
low-citizens for the fpace of twelve years, he was at laft M 
put to dcs^th by Chion and Leonides, two young citizens, 
and difciples of Plato *. 

The confpirators delivered their country from the ty- Saiyimt. 
rant, but the tyranny ftill fubfiftfed'. Clearcbuf? having 
left two fons, Timotbeus and Dionyfius, their uncle Sa- 
tyrus fcizcd on the fovereign power, as their guarcHan 

t Juftln. ibid. Pint, de Fortun. Alexand. , k piodor. ^icul. 

lib. XV. 1 Suidat, xxlafx^^c* Polyxn. Stratag. lib. ii. 

H 4 and 
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and protedor, and equalled bis brother Cfearcl^tt^ in tbe 
tyranny of his government ; for he not only put to deadi 
the confpiratorsj their children, and all thofe who ii^ere 
related to them, but likewife fuch of the citizens as he 
imagined capable of following their example. However, 
he educated his nephews with great care, and refigned 
the power to Timotheus as foon as he was of age, having 
conducted the adminiftratioja feveny^ar$°*. 

Tmotheus. Timotheus governed with great equity and moderation; 
whence he had the furnames of Euergetes and Soter, that 
isy the Bmeficmt^ the Saviour of his country. He ruled fif* 

VhnxfiMs. ^^^^ years, and was fucceeded by his brother Dionyfiu^ 
who, taking advantage of the retreat of the Perfians after 
the battle fought on the banks of the Granicus, reduced 
fome of the neighbouring provinces, and confiderably ia« 
creafed the power of the Heracleans ^. After the deadi 
of Alexander he married Amaftri^, the widow of Craterus, 
and daughter of Oxyathres, the brother of Darius. Upon 
this marriage he aflumed the titl^ of king, and maintained 
it with great dignity, being a prince of a n»xld temper, 
and always ready to facrificejiis own eaf<; and private in'* 
tereft to the welfare of his fubje^s. 

He died in the fifty-fifth year pf his age, and twenty* 
third of his reign ; and is highly commended by all the 
ancients on account of his juftice, moderation, good- 
nature^ and other princely qualities. Hie left two fohs by 
his wife A,manrt8, Clearchus and Oxatres« whom Dio- 
dorus Siculus calls Zatbras. Upon his death Amaftrii 
married Lyfimachus, one of Alexandei's captains, •wbOf 
by that match, got pofleflion of Hecaclea, which (he go- 
verned as guardian to h^r children } for they were both 
very young when their father died. Lyfimachus after- 
wards divorced Amailris to marry Arfinoe, the daughter 
of Ptolemy Philadelph us, king of l^gypt ; but nev^rthe- 
lefs kept poifeilion of the city, and educated the two 
' young princes with great care. They both attended him 
m his expeditioiiagainft. the Getse^ after which he fuffered 
them to return home, and reiigoed the goveri;iment of 

CliAuhm Heraclea to Clearchus, the eldeft, allowing him to take 
the title of king. With this title he governed Heraclea, 
according to Diodorus Sicu]u$, feventeen years, and was 
at lall piit to death by Ly(im¥i<;huB^ with his brother Ojca- 
tres, fof i^&.^v^tixig their modiier Amaftris^s for thqr 

n Juftin. lib. xvi. Memnon. Excerpt, cap. xvii. " Dipdon 

■6icuK& Affemrioo. ibid. **l>iodor. Sicul, lib. xvi« Trog.in 

Prolog. 4ib. xvi. Mcmnpn. Excerpt, cap. 19. 

both 
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both conf^red againft hpr, and caufed bcr ta be fi!aqt1;ij(r* 
eid) while fiie was going by fea from fieraclea to Ac^tai^ds^. 
a city which (he had built, and called by her oy^n nacae. 
Upon their deatb, Lyfimachus reftoxed the Heracleans to 
the full enjoyment of their ancient liberties. 

But they did not long continue in that happy condi- H^fna^Utm 
tion : Arfinoe, who had a great afcendant over hex buf- ^^^^'W* 
band LyiimacbuS) prevailed upon bun to deprive them of 
lie liberty which he had not long before grapited theni,* 
aiud appoint one Heraclitus Cimsus governor of the place^ 
a man entirely at her devotion. After the famous battle 
of Coroupedion, in which LyGmachus was killed by one 
Malacon, a native of Heraclea, the Heracleans conlpirejl 
to ihake off the yoke, under whiqh they had grpaned for 
the fpace of feventy-five yearsy determined either to reco- 
ver tbeir former liberty, or periih in the attempt. With 
this refolution, the chief citizens went in a body to wait 
on Heraclitus, intreating him to retire, and fufier them 
to live according to their own laws. They offered him all 
poffible fecurity for his perfon and efFedis, be£des a large 
fpm of money to defray the charges of bis journey. At 
^his propofal, Heraclitus commanded the officers who at- 
tended him to put immediately to death fome of the lead- 
ing men, whom he named : but the officers, to his great 
furprize, inftead of obeying his orders, feized him, and 
carried him to the public prifon ; for the Heracleans had 
gained them over to their party, by making them free of 
Ueraclea, and promifing to pay them the arrears which 
were due from Heraclitus. Having thus fecured the ty- TheHera* 
rant, they demolifhed the citadel which Lyfimachus had cltans r#» 
built ; raifed one of their own citizens, named Phocrites, ^^"? '^f 
to the chief magiftracy ; and difpatched an embafly to ff ^' ^* 
Seleucus, king of Syria, to acquaint him with what they ^* 
had done, and implore his prote£l:ion p. Seleucus ha4 
been greatly prejudiced againft the Heracleans by Aphro- 
diiius, who, being ferit by him to vifit the cities of Afia, 
bad laid many things to their charge, and reprefented 
them as difafieded to his perfon. He was thereK>re fo far 
£nom promifing them his proteQion, that he threatened 
their ambafiadors, and let drop fome expreffions, whicl^ 
gave juft ground to fufpe£^ that he had fome defign upotji 
their city. The Heracleans, therefore, entered into an 
offenfive and defenfive league with Mithridates, king of 
Vfx^XxkS'j the Byzantines and Chalcedonians recalled alji 

P Juftin. lib- xvii. cap. |. « 
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their exiIeSy and put themfelvcs in a pofturc of defence. 
But the death of Seleucus foon delivered them from their 
apprehenfions **. 

From this time the Heracleans enjoyed their Hhertics 
undifturbed for many years. When the Romans became 
formidable in AHa, they made an alliance with them; 
the articles of which were engraved on tables of brafs, and 
loHged at Rome, in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, 
and at Heraclea, in a temple of the fame god. Notwith- 
ftanding this alliance, the Heracleans fuffered greatly by 
the wars whichxthey engaged in, for the defeilce of their 
liberties, againft the Bithynians and Galatians How- 
ever, they held out againft the utmoft efforts of their ene- 
mies, and obliged them to withdraw their forces with dif- 
grace, ' In the war which the Romans waged with Mi- 
thridates the Great, they refolved at firft to obferve a 
ftridl neutrality, and refufed to admit that prince's fleet 
into their harboui* ; but, on the approach of his general 
Archelaus, they changed their meafures, and fided with 
him, after having murdered all the Romans who refided 
among them. Their treachery coft them dear ; for Cotta 
having, after a two years fiege, taken their city, pillaged 
and reduced it to aflies, as we have related in the hiftory 
of Pontiis. Cotta, on his return to Rome, was feverely 
reprimanded by the fenate, for fuffering* fo great and 
wealthy a city to be deftroyed. All the captives were 
fent home without ranfom, the inhabitants reftored to 
the poflcfRon of iheir lands, and allowed the ufe of their 
harbour, with the freedom of commerce. 

Brirngoras, oile of the chief citizens, fpared no pains 
to repeople it 5 but could not obtain for his fellow-citizens 
the reftitution of their liberty, and ancient privileges. 
Strabo tells us, that a numerous colony was fent from 
Rome to repeople it. Some of the new-comers fettled in 
the city, and fome in the country ; but the former were 
all maffacred by Adioterix, the fon of DemeneceKus, 
king of the Galatians ^ But his cruelty did not lonp: pafs 
unpunifhed ; for OSavianus having taken him prifoncr, 
after the famous battle of' Aftium, he was carried in 
chains to Rome to grace the triumph, and afterwards both 
him and his fon were put to death. From this period 
Heraclea continued fubjcft to the Roman empcrorsj till 
the downfal of the empire, being, v^ith its territory, 
made part of the province of Pontus. Near this city was 
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the famous cave, through which Hercules is feigned to 
have defcended to the infernal regions, and brought up 
from thence the fabulous Cerberus. This cave was ftill 
to be feen in Xenophon's time ; but is now clofed up, 
though once two furlongs deep ■ (G). 

The inland cities of Bithynia, which it may be proper lulanJci'^ 
to take notice of, were, Prufa, "at the foot of Mount fiffofBi" 
Olympus ; built, according to Strabo *, by^Prufias, king %•**• 
of pithynia, who waged war with Croefus and Cyrus, and 
not by Hannibal, as Pliny pretends ■ (H). 

LibyiTa, famous for the death of Hannibal, and the 
tomb of that great commander, which was ftill extant in 
Pliny's time. 

Nicsea, or Nice, which ftood on the lake Afcanius, 
now the lake of Ifnich. This city was built, according 
to Straboy who calls it the metropolis of Bithynia ^, by 
Antigonus, the fon of Philip of Macedon, and from him 
called at firft Antigonia. Afterwards it was repaired and 
adorned by Lyfimachus, who gave it the name of his wife 
Nicsca, the daughter of Antipater. Stephanus tells -us, 

• Xenoph. Exped. Cyri Minor, lib. vi. p. aio. Euftatb^ ad 
Dionyf. 'ver. 791. < Strab. lib. xii. p. jSS. • Plin* lib. v« 

cap. ultim. ^ Strab. lib. xii. p. 389. 

(G) The ancient hiftory of (H) This city muft have 

Heraclea was written by Pi- been founded long before the 

fander, Timagenes, Panyafis, times of Croefus and Cyrus, if 

Domitius, Calliftus, Cynae- the tradition be true, which 

thon, Nymphis, and Memnon ; the inhabitants have tranfmit* 

for to thefe Athenaeus, Suidas, ted to us, on feveral medals, 

Stephanus, and the fcholiaft of that Ajax ftabbed himfelf here 
ApolloniuSy refer us, for a ■ with his fword. It is furprif- 

more full account of what they ing that Livy, who has fo well 

briefly relate of the Hera- defcribed the neighbourhood 

cleans. But the works of thefe of Mount Olympus, where the 

authors have been long fince Gauls were defeated by Man- 

loil, nothing now remaining lius, fhould not mention this 

but an extrad of Memnon, place. Pruia was the place 

prcferved by Photius in his where the Othoman princes 

Bibliotheque ; and from him refided, before they extended 

we have in great part copied their conquefls i^to Europe ; ' 

what we have faid %ere of He- and is flill one of the moil 

raclea. This city is at pre- .beautiful and populous cities 

lent a very inconliderable of Afia. We mud not, with 

place, known to the Greeks fome geographers, confound 

by the name of Penderachi, the city of Prufa with that of 

and to the Turks by that of Prufias, of which we have 

£regri, ^oken above. 

that 
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The HifUty of Btthynm. 

that Nicaea was originally a colony qf the BptU^pi, a pco^ 
pie of Thracej and called in the earlicft times AncLpre (I)« 

The chief rivers of Bithynia were, the PfilliSf Colpajs^ 
Sangarius» or Sagarisj Hipi^s, Rhebas, and the Lycu^, 
all difcharging themfelires into the Euxine Sea^ between 
Chalce4on and Heraclea. X^ivy was certainly miftaken 
"^hen he wrote, tbat the Saogarius^ the chief river of 
Bithyniai falb into the Propontis. It fprings from Mount 
Dindymus, in Phrygia, at a fmall diftance from a towoi 
which Strabo calls Salvia \ waters Phrygia and Bithynisi ; 
9nd> receiving in its'courfe the-Thymbrus and the Gal* 
lus, falls into the Euxine Sea, over-againft the fm^ 
ifland of Thynias. Some geographers place the river Par- 
thenius in Bithynis^ ; but thefe extend the bounds of this 
country a great way into Paphlagopia. As Bithynia lies 
between the 41ft and 43d degrees of north latitude^ and 
is watered by a great many rivers^ it once abounded with 
all the necenaries of life. The ancients compare fome of 
the inland provinces to the fruitful and delicious vales of 
Tempe itfelf ; but at prefent it lies in great part negledted 
and unmanured. 

Bithynia was anciently inhabited by various nationSf 
difibring in their .manners, cuitoms, and language ; name* 
ly, the Bebryces, the Mariandynij the Caucones> the Dd- 
liones, and the Cimcrii. 

Thefe different nations were anciently governed by 
kings of their own, Bithynia being, in the earlieft times, 
divided into as many kingdoms as nations or tribes. Pl^i- 
tarch, Pol,yaenus, and Stephanus, mention Mandron an4 
Byfxius, as reigning over the Bebryces \ a^d Hyginu^ 
fpeaks of one Lycus, king of the Mariandyni. But all we 
know of thefe fmall kingdoms, and the princes, who ruled 
over them, is, that in procefs of time they were reduced 
by the more powerful kings of the Bithynians. 

Strabo * fpeaks of one Prufias reigning in Bithynia ift 
the time of Croefus, the laij king of Lydia, by whom hp 
was conquered. From this period, the Bithynians cpnr 
tinued fubjeO: firft to the Lydians, and afterwards to tbp 
Ferfians, till the reign of Alpxander the Great ; for we 

X Strab. lib. j^i. p. ^^^ • 



(I) The firft general couur 
cil held here, by the appoint- 
ment of Conftantine the Great, 
agalnft Arius, gave new luilrie 
to this city; tor it was ever 



after honoured with the title 
and privileges of a metropolis, 
as app.ear^ from the aifts o^ the 
couficil at Chalcedon* 

find 



find them metUiidned tsy Herodotusi among the man^ i^^« 
tions that attended Xerxes in his expedition into Greece. 
While they ^ere fubjefl: to the PerBans, they were ftiU 
governed, It feems, by their own princes ; for Mettihon Kin^s of 
and Stmbo tiell U8> t)oeddrus, or DydalGSi Boteras-, and Bithynim. 
Bas, ruled ih Bithynia with fovereign power in the time ^^^M* 
of the Perfiah ihbtislhrhy. Some ^^iters place iti the f^**^^ 
rcign of Ddeddfus the invafion of the Byzantines^ Chiil- 
c^donians, and Irhrecians, who, entering Bithyni^, coth- 
mitted mod dreadful ravages/ ; and,* having taken feveral 
towns, made a greit many captives^ whom they ihhu* 
manly murdered, when they fouiid themfelves obliged to 
fcaire the couiltry. Bbteras wasj accbrding to Mcmnon* 
Ac fon of Ddeds^fii^, and died in the fevehly-fixth year of 
his age. He was fucceeded by his fon Bas, who, having 
overcome Calahtusj one of Alexaildcr the Great's gene- 
rals, peaceably ehjoyed the kingdorfi of Bithynia fifty 
yea^s, and died ih the feventy-firft of his age *. 

Bas was fucceeded by Zipoetes, whb waged wdr firft Yf, ^f ^ 
with the Heraclean^j ind afterwards with the Chalcedo- »o6^. 
ni^ns. Oter the former he gained no Cdhfiderable sidvan- Ante Chr« 
tage ; but redticed the latter to great difiiculties, befleged *^'* 
their meftfofroKs, dhd having drawn them to a battle, np^^^ 
killed eight thoufarid of them oft the ^ot. He was pfe- 
v<intcd from purfuing the viftory, which would have fooh 
Jmt him in pofleffion bf Chalcedon, "by Patrbcles, orte ot 
Antiochus Soter's generals, who> entering Bithyniai ra- 
vaged the country with, fire and fword^ . Zipoetes marched 
^ainft him, and, having cbncesiled his meii in ambufli^ 
fell upon him unexpeftedly, and ciit him off with his 
whole army. Zipetes was fo affeflted by this viflory, that 
he died in a tranfport of joy, in the £eventy-fixth year of 
his age, and forty-eighth of his reign. He kft four fons, 
of which the eldeft, called Nicomedes, took pofieffion of 
the throne, dnd caufed two of bis brothers to be put to 
death. But the youngeft Ziboeas*, having faved himfelf 
by a timely flight, feized on the coaft of Bifhynia, which 
Vas then known by the names of Thracia Thyniacia and 
Thracia Afiatica, and there maintained a long war witTl 
his brother ; who, being informed that Antiochus Soter, 
king of Syria, was making great preparations to attack 
him at the fame time, becaufe he nacl declared for Anti- 
gonus Gonatus, called in tbd Gauls to bis affiftanee; 

T Diocl. Sic. lib. xii. 2 Memnon. Ekcerpt. cap* S. & to* 

* Xiv. lib. xxkviii. 

^nd 
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and on this occaiion it was, that this people firft pafied 
ipto Afia. 

Nicomedes having, with their affiftance, rcpulfed An^* 
tiochus, overcome his brother, and acquired the pof-> 
feflion of all his father^s dominions, beftowed upon them 
that part of Afia Minor, which was called from them GaU 
lo-Graecia, and Gallatia* As for Zipoetes, he died in ba- 
niihmenty his army being routed by the Gauls, and the 
cities, which he poilefled on the coaft,. obliged to fubmit 
to the conqueror (K). 

. Nicomedes, having no enemies tp contend with after 
the defeat of his brother, and the advantages gained over 
the king of Syria^ applied himfelf to the enlarging and 
adorning of the city of Aftacus, which he called after his 
own name, Nicomedia (L). 

Nicomedes had two wives, Ditizele and Etazeta : the 
former brought him two fons; Zela and Prufias, and one 
daughter, named Lyfandra ; by the latter he had one foo, 
Ttbittt. named Tibites, to whom« at the inftigation of his mothef 
*2iiiu Etazeta, he left the kingdom, fiut Zela, whp, at the 

time of his father's death, was in Armenia, whither he 
had been baiiiflied by the intrigues of his ftepmother, 
having hired an arpy of Galatians, returned into ISithynia, 
* drove out Tibites, and peaceably enjoyed the crown till 
I^is death. He was taken in a fnare, which he had laid 
for the Galatians; for, fufpedting their fidelity, he in- 
vited their leading men to a banquet, with a defign to 

(K) Livy (i) and Juftin (2) teen books on the migration of 

tell us, that the Gauls, having the Gauls' out of Europe into 

laidwafte the dominions of Zi- Afia; but none of them have 

poetes, kept the fpoils for them - reached our times, 
felves, but divided the country (L) This is what we read in 

with Nicomedes, calling their Paufanias (4}, Trebellius Rol- 

portionGalio-Graecia;andhere- 110(9), Ammianus Marcelli* 

ia they agree with Demetrius nus (6), and£ufebi(Mi(7). But 

Byzantius, who informs us, Memnon fays,' that he bgilt 

thatGallo-Graecia was not given Nicomedia' oppofite the city 

by Nicomedes to the Gauls, of Aflacus ; fo that Nicoroe- 

but held by them againil his dia and Ailacus were, accord- 

will, after they had driven out ing to this writer (8), two dif- 

his brother Zipoetes (3). De- tindt cities* 
metrius Byzantius wrote thir- 

(1) Llv. lib. xxxviii. (a) Juftin. lib. xxv. cap. %, (3) Laert. 
in Vita Demet. Phal. (^) Paufan. in Eliac. lib. ii. p. 159. 

^5) Trebell. Poll, in Gallienis. (6) Ammian. Marcellin. 

lib. xxiii. (7) Eufeb. in Cbron. (8) Memnon. ibid. cap. %u_ 

cut 
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cut them ail o(F;. b^it tiiey, upon, private Intelligence of 
what was preparing againft thcm^ killed the treacher- 
ous, prince at the beginning of the banquet^. 

He wa^ fucceeded by his fon Frufias, farnamed Cholo8> prufias* 
or xh^Lame^ and alio Cunegos, or the Hunter. This prince^ 
in the beginning of his reign, entered into an alliance 
with the Rhodians againft .the Byzantines^ whom He re^ 
duced to great difRcultieS) as we have related in the 
tiftory of Rhodes. He afterwai'ds engaged in a. war 
with the Gaiatians, whom Attains I. king of Pergamuft 
had invited into ATia, defeated them in a pitched battle, 
took Jeveral of. their fdrtreffes, andputall that fell into 
his hands to the fword^ without diAin^ion of fex or age* 
When the war broke lout between Ailtiocfaus the Great 
and the Roman&^he was folicited by the former to join 
him againft thofe powerful republicwiis }. but Scipio^ by a 
lbtter» and Livius, admiral of the Roman fleet, by the prd- 
mifes be made*, in, the name of the republic, fixed him ih 
the intereft of Rome, as the reader may find in the hiftory 
of Syria* Not withftanding his engagbmenta with . the Ro- 
mans, he invaded the. territories.of Eumenes^ their con* 
ftant friend and ally, at the inftigatbn of Hannibal, who 
had taken refuge in his dominions. The advantages he 
gained over Eumenes in this war, were, chiefly owing to 
Hannibal, who ftot only prevailed upon. Ortyagon, one of 
the kings of the,Galatians> and Philip, king of Macedon^ 
to fend him powerful fupplies, but. took upon him the 
4:ommand of his forces, and in feveral encounters put the 
king of Pergamua to flight ^ This condufl: awaked the 
jealoufy of the Romans^ who fent. T, Flaminius, Scipio 
Africanus, and Scipio Nafica, into Afia, to adjuft the dif*. 
fcrences between .the two kings, and- to perfuade Prufias 
to deliver Hannibal into their hands **. Flaminius, after 
having propofed a plan of accommodation betwen Prufias 
and Eumenfes, acquainted the former, that Rome would 
never confider him as a fincere friend; unlefs he delivered 
up Hannibal, who made no other ufe of his liberty and 
L talents than to draw kings and nations into the fame dan:- 
: gerous enterprizes which had proved his own ruin. Pru- 
fias refufed to comply with the requeft of the ambaflfadors, 
: pleading the laws of hofpitality, and the age of HannibaL 
He alfo infifted on the reputation of that great general, 
whom he could not deliver up^ without drawing upon 

b Memnon. ibid. Athen. lib. li. cap. iS. Plin. lib. viii. cap. 4, 

. c Juftin. lib. xxxii. cap. 4* MnuX, Proous in Hannib. ' Polyb. 

Legat. xWiii Liv. lib. xxxvi« . . . . : 

himfelf 
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Fru/uudi- liitnfelf the iodighation of all ages. But Fbminini 

UiHfs up threatening to treat bim as an enemy, if he perfifted in 

*^*«'^ favourine and protefting the Cardiaginian, the long 

Jf^ ^ thought It advifeable to facrifice his gneft to the revenge 

of the republic, and his own intereft. Hannibal difap* 

pointed the defigns of his enemies, . in a manner worthy 

of his great chara&er % as we have related in the Hiftory 

of Pergamns. 

Prufias having) by thus abandoning his gueft and ally to 
the revenge of the Romans, gained their prote£lion» in 
order to engage them ftiil more in his favour, affiiled 
chein with men and money in their war with Perfes, king 
of Macedoii \ and, upon the redu£lion of that country, 
was not content, like the other princes of the £a(^ with 
fending an embafiy to Rome to congratulate the fenate on 
Cts f the fuccefs of their arms, but went thither in perfon, and 
^»^» diihonbured the royal dignity by bis mean and fervile 
flatteries. The fenate no fooner heard of his arrival in 
Italy, than &ey fent Lucius Cornelius Scipio, the fon of 
Scipio AiBaticusy as far as Capua to meet him, Mrith orders 
to defray his charges, and condufi him to the CapitoL 
Before he entered the city, he caufed his head to be 
Ihaved, and took the the pileus, or c^, which flaves vrore 
after they had obtained their freedom. In that odd drefe 
lie advanced towards the forum, ftoppisd at the tribunal, 
where the praetors ufed to adminifterjuftice, and there de^ 
dared with a loud voice, that^ he had crofied the feas, on 
purpofe to return thanks to the Roman gods, and congra* 
tdlate the republic on her late vi&ories. 

His arrival being notified to the fenate, they (knt de- 
puties to receive and introduce him to their aflembly. 
Mismeam Thefe Prufias received with fuch mean flatteries and fob- 
htkaviour miffions as were well fuited to the attire he had afl^med ; 
mi R»mi. «* I have taken the habit and appearance of one of your 
freed-men, (faid he), and am, indeed, no better than a 
Roman flave fet at liberty by your favour." The deputies 
were for introducing him to the fenate immediately; 
but he requefted that his audience might be put ofi^ for 
two days, being defirous to fee the city and temples, 
and vifit his friends. On the third day he was introduced, 
and on that occafion betrayed a bafenefs of mind, uhwor- 
tTiy of the rank and title he bore. When he entered the 
fenate, he klfied the tfareflibld, faltuted the fenatbrs with 
|he titles of Vifible Deities, Saviour^, ^Deliverers, and pro- 

. « ^mil. Prob. in Hannib. Liv« lib. ancxiic, cap. 4. Plat, in 
Flam. Appian. in Syriac. p. 97. 

nouncedi 



fhe. I^JIory of Bifhynia. 1 1 3 

flounced an harangue Autable to that prelude ; in the 
clofe of which, he related what he had done for the re* 
public in the courfe of the war, and defired the prote£Hon 
of the fenate, both for himfelf and his fon. After this 
harangue, he prefented to the confcript fathers a petition, 
which contained two articles ; wherercof the firft was, 
that he might be allowed to offer up facrifices in the Ca- 
pitol, and at Prsenefte, by way of thankfgiving to Jupiter 
and Fortune, for the fuccefs which had attended the arm^ 
of the republic in the late war.- The feco;id article was. 
that the fenate would grant him ^ fmall territory, which 
had formerly belonged to Antiochus the Great, but was 
then held by the Galatians, who had feized it without the 
confent of the republic. The fenate returned Prufias the 
following anfwer : ** We give the king of Bithynia leave 
to offer facrifices at Rome and Praenefle, and order that the 
expences of the viflims, and all other things for the facri* 
fices, be defrayed by the public, in the fame manner as 
if our own magiflrates were to offer up facrifices. As to 
the territory which the king defires, we (hall fend com* 
miffioners to judge of the affair on the fpot, after both 
parties fhall have been heard.** Then the fenate prefented 
him with fome filver vefTels, and made over to him two 
hundred and twenty-five fmall fhips, which had been 
taken from Gentius, king of Illyricum, Prufias, after 
thefe unkingly compliances, left Rome, embarked at Brun- 
dufium, and fet f^il with a fquadron of twenty gallies to 
take poffeffion of the fleet, which he had received as a pre- 
fent from the republic'. Some years after, that war 
broke out between him and Eumenes II. which we have 
defcribedin the hiftory of Pergamus^ where we have alfo 
related in what manner, and on what provocation he was 
firft driven from the throne, and afterwards affaflinated 
by his own fon Nicomedes. Polybius tells us, that he //// ^^j^ 
was a moniler rather than a man ; that he had not one andcha- 
fingle virtue to atone for the many vices which rendered ^^^fr. 
him infupportable to his fubjefls, and contemptible to* fo- 
reigners. He was a itranger to all principles of honour 
or honefly, of a mod cruel and favage temper, timorous, 
cowardly, and fo addi£^ed to pleafures of all forts, that he 
feemed another Sardanapalus. His moft important bufi- 
nefs was to drefs himfelf, fays our hiflorian, to conceal 
the deformity of his ill-fhaped and disfigured body. He 
was not afliamed to appear publicly in the attire of a wo- 

f Polyb. Legat. 97. liv^ lib. xlv. cap. 44* 
Vol. IX. I man, 
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mzxiy and (hew his fubje£bS| in that garb, a figure equally 
hideous and ridiculous ' (M). 

Hi had two wives, Apame, the daughter of DiegliS| 
one of the kings of Thrace, who brought him two fons, 
Nicomedes and Prufias } the latter was.furnamed Mono- 
dous, or the Singk-tietbed, becaufe, inftead of diftind 
' teeth, he had one continued femicircular bone in each 
jaw. Prufias married, to his fecond wife, the. daughter 
of Philip, king of Macedon, and had children by her alfo. 

Nicomedes n. fucceeded his father, an4 proved a no 
lefs cruel tyrant ; for he had fcarce afcended the throne, 
when he facriiiced all his brothers to his jealoufy and am- 
bition K tie aflumed the name of Epiphanes, or .the 
lUuJiriouSy though he performed nothing worthy of this 
title, nor even of notice, during the whole time of his 
long reign. According to the accounts given us by Stra- 
bo, Juftin, and Memnon, he began to reign in the 607 th 
year of Rome, and was ftill on the throne in the 649th. 
All we know of him, befides what we have related ia the 
hiilory of Fergamus, is, that he built a city, calling it by 
his mother's name» Apame, or Apamea. otrabo tells us^ 
that he was killed, but by whom, or in what manner, we 
find no-where recorded. Some writers conjefture, that 
as he had murdered his father, fo he was treated in the 
fame manner by his fon Nicomedes, who, on that ac- 
count, was, by antiphrafis, furnamed Philopator. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Nicomedes III. who, en- 
tering into an alliance with Mithridates the Great, in- 
vaded Paphlagonia : having feized on that country, he 
attempted to make himfelf mafter likewife of Cappado- 
cia, at that time fubjedi to Mithridates, who thereupon 
marching into Bithynia at tiie head of an army, drove 
Nicomedes from the throne, and raifed his brother So- 
crates to it in his room. The dethroned prince had re- 
courfe to the Romans, who expelled the ufurper, and 



t Poly b. in Excerpt. Valelii. 
i Strab. lib. xii. 

(M) Livy, in his account of 
the audience which the fenate 
gave him, takes no notice of 
his fubmiflions to the fenators : 
perhaps he thought they rc- 
fie6ted no lefs difhonour on the 
fenate, who fuffered them, than 
on the king, who adled fo mean 

(I) Polyb. 



)i Appian. in Syriac. p. 147. 

ft 

a part. But Polybius, after 
having given us a fpecimen of 
the fpeech the flavi(h king 
made on that occafion, breaks 
it off abruptly, faying, that he 
was afhamed to repeat the ex-* 
preilions he mfide ufe of before 
that venerable aifembly (i)* 

Legate 97* 

reuorcd 
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ireftored him to his hereditary dominions. For this favour 
they prefled him, and at length prevailed upon him, con- 
trary to his own inclination, arid the opinion of his friends, 
to make inroads into the territories of Mithridates, with 
whdm Rome wanted a fubject bf difpute. The king of 
Pontus bore, for fome time, the devaftations committed 
by Nicomedes, with great patience, that he might not 
ftem to be the aggreflor 5 but at laft he routed his army 
on the banks of the Amnius, drove him a fecond time 
from his dominions, and obliged him to feek for {helter in 
Paphlagonia, where he led a private life till the time of 
Sylla, who replaced him on the throne ^. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon, Nicomedes IV. who performed nothing KicomeJa 
which the many writers who flou'rifhed in his time" have IF. 
thought Worth tranfmitting to pofterity (N). 

As he died without ifTue male, he left his kingdoitl, by 
his laft will, to the Romans, who reduced it to the form 
of a province *. Salluft, difagreeing with the ancientSy 
tells US, that Nicomedes left a fon, named Mufa, or 
Myfa ; and introduces Mithridates as complaining of the 
Romans to Arfaces, king of Parthia, for feizing on the 
kingdom of Bithynia, and excluding the fon of a prince^ 
who had, on all occafions, (hewn himfelf a fteady friend 
to their republic °^. But this Mufa was the daughter, and 
not the fon of Nicomedes, as we are told in exprefs terms 
by Suetonius, Velleius Paterculus, and Appian. All we 
know of her is, that upon the death of her father fhe 
claimed the kingdom of Bithynia for her fon, as the next 
male heir to the crown ; but without fuccefs, no motives 
of juftice being of fuch weight with the ambitious Ro- 
mans, as to make them part with a kingdom. 

k Appian. in Mithridatic* 1 Liv. lib. xciii. Vellei. PatercuL 

lib. ii. cap. 4. & 39. Appiao. lib. i. Bell. Civih p. 410. & Mithridat. 
p. 176, 21 S. m Salluft. Hiftor. lib. iv. 

(N) His too great familia- peons, ahd fevere fatires, feme 

rity with Julius Ca&far, while ofwhich werefungby the fol- 

that young Roman was mak- diery at Caefar's triumph over 

ing his firft campaign in Afia, the Gauls, according to the 

under the praetor Thcrrlius, liberty .allowed them on fuch 

gave occalion to feveral lam- occafions : the verfes were, 

Caefar Gallias fubegit, Nicomedes Caefarem. 
£cce, Csefar nunc triumphat, qui fubegit Gallias ; 
Nicomedes non triumphat, qui fubegit Ceiarem (z)* ' 

(i) Vide Sueton. in CsBfar. Dion. lib. xliii. Catul. &c. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

The Hiftory of the Kingdoms of Colchis^ Ibe- 
ricy Albantay Bofporusy Media ^ BaSlria^ 
Edejfaf Emefa,' Adiabene^ Characene^ Ely-* 
mais^ Comagene^ and Chdlcidene. 

. S E C T. I. 

J'he Kingdom of Colchis. 

CpUJUs. /^ O L C H I S, now Mingrelia, was bounded on the 
V^ eaft by Iberia, on the weft by the Euxine Sea, on 
the fouth by Armenia and part of Pontus, and on the 
north by Afouiit Caucafus, dividing it from Sarmatia 

Cities. Afiatica. Cities of note in this country were, Pityus, 
called by Strabo the Great City », and by Pliny •, a place 
of great wealth. It ftood on the frontiers of the Bofpo- 
rani, and was, on that account, in the time of the Ro- 
manSy well fortified and garrifonedP, Diofcurias, or 
Diofcorias, 6n the Euxine Sea, built either by Caftor and 
Pollux, two of the Argonauts, as Mela will have it ^, or 
by Amphitus and Cercius, their charioteers, as we read 
in Ammianus Marc^llinus '' and Ilidorus ^ It was named 
Diofcurias from Caftor anil Pollux, whom the Greeks 
called Diofcuroi. This name was, according to Arrian * 
and Ptolemy", in procef&of time, changed into Sebafto- 
polis i but Pliny will have Diofcurias and Sebaftopolis to 
be two different cities- Be that as it will, Diofcurias was 
anciently a place of great trade, and reforted to by mer- 
chants from moft parts of the world. This city is at pre- 
fent known by the name of Savatopoli. Aea, on the Phafi?, 
about fifteen miles from the Euxine Sea, called by Pliny 
and Apollonius '^ a famous city. Some writers take this 
to be the fame with the city of jSlopolis, mentioned by 
Ptolemy. Phafis, fo called from the river on which it 
ftood* Here the Argonauts landed. Cyta, at the mouth 
of the river Cyane|is> the birth-place of the famous Me- 

n Strab. lib. xii, p. 37S. * Plin. lib. vi. cap. 5. p Pro. 

cop. lib. iv. BelL Goth. cap. 4. & Zofim. lib, i. cap. 3ft. 9 Mela, 
lib. i. cap. 19. r Ammian. Marcellin. lib. xxii. cap. 15. i Ifi. 
dor. Orig. lib. xv. cap. .x.. t Arrian. in Pont. Periplo. «Ptol» 
in Colch. Ub. v. cap. 10. w Apollbn. lib. xi.. ver. 424, $c 1096. 

dea^ 
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4csi, called from tbence, by the poets, Cytsis '. The 
cities of S^tzcXf Zadris^ Surlumi Madia, and ZaliiTa, are 
n^entioped by Pliny, Strabo, and Ptolemy; but contain 
nothing worthy of notice. Colchis was watered by a 
great many rivers, as the Corax, the Hippus, the Cya- Rivers* 
neus, the Ohariftus, the Phafus, the Abfarus, the Cifla, 
.and the Ophis, all emptying themfelves into the Euxine 
fea. The Phafis does not fpring from the mountains of 
Armenia, near the fources of the Euphrates, the Araxes, 
and the Tigris, as Strabo, Ptolemy, Pliny, Dionyfius, and 
after them Hadrian, Reland, Calmet, and Sanfon, have 
wrongly informed us, but rifes on Mount Caucafus ; and 
flows, not from fouth to north, but from north to fouth, 
as appears from the map of Colchis, or Mingreli^, in 
Thevenot's coUediion, and the account which fir John 
Chardin gives us of that country. This river forms, in , 
its courfe, a fmall ifland, called alfo Phafis ; whence the 
pheafantSy if Ifidorus is to be credited ^y were fir ft brought 
into Europe, and thence called by the Greeks phafianoi. 
The other rivers of Colchis are fcarce worthy notice* 

The Colchians were, according to Herodotus *, origi- Inhabit'^] 
nally Egyptians. Sefoftris having left part of the army «»'<'• 
with which he invaded Scythia, in Colchis, to people that 
country and euard the pafies. Apollonius% Diodorus 
Siculus^, Strabo% Euftathius', and Marcellinus % agree 
with Herodotus. In procefs of time many other nations 
fettled in Colchis, as the Heniochi, the Ampreujtse, the 
Lazi, the Ligures, the Marfi, the Iftri, the Mofch'i, and 
.the Manralse. The wliole kingdom of Colchis was, in 
ancient times, very pleafant and fruitful, abounded with 
all neceifaries of lijfe, and was enriched with many mines 
of|;old} which gave occafion to the fable of the golden 
fleece, and the Argonautic expedition, fo much celebrated- 
by. the ancients. 

The Colchians were governed by their own kings in the Govern- 




kings we know very 

names of thofe we find mentioned in hiftory are, Helius, 

,£etes, ^etes II. Salauces, Eufubopes, Olthaches, and 

Ariftarchus. Helius is mentioned by Diodorus Siculus^ HeKus. 

%. • 

X Propert.lib. i. elcg, i. Val. Flac. lib. su ver. 693, &c. ^ y Ifi- 
dor. Origin, lib. iii. 2 Herodot. lib. ii. cap. 104. lib. iii. 97. 

lib.'iv. 40. . a Apollon. lib. iv. ^ Diodor. Sicul. lib. I. 

«'Strabo, lib. i, & xvi. * Euftath. in Dionyil « Marcel- 

lin. lib. iii« f Plin, lib. xxxiii. cap. 3. 

I 3 Paufanias, 
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Paufanias, Strabo^t and Cicero, as reignmg before the Ar« 
gonautit expedition ; but what they relate of him is alto- 
y£///;. gether fabulous. He was fucceeded by his fon iEetes^ 
whom he had, according to fome, by Ephyre, according 
to others, by Antiopc, or Pcrfa. ^^ctes received Phryxus, 
flying with his fitter Helle from their ftepmother Ino, in 
a (hip, on whofe he-ad was a golden, or rather a gilt ram* 
In his reign happened the famous expedition of the Ar- 
gonauts* Upon the death of ^etes, Colchis^ as Strabo 
informs us s, was divided into feveral petty kingdoms ; but 
on what occafion we know not ; for we find no farther 
mention of the affairs of Colchis, or the princes who reign- 
ed there, till the time of Xenophon, who tells us, that 
the fon of ^etes, the fecond of that name, i-eigned in 
Colchis while he was making war in Afia ^ Salauces 
and Eufubopes are mentioned by Pliny *, and faid to have 
difcovered rich mines of gold in the country of the Savani ; 
but that writer leaves us quite in the dark as to the time ia 
which they reigned. Colchis was afterwards fubdued by 
Mithridates the Great,,, but revolted from him while his 
forces were employed againft the Romans. The king of 
Pontus had no fooner concluded a peace with Sylla, than 
he marched againft the Colchians, who^ffered to fubmit, 
upon condition that he would appoinj^his fon to reign 
over them, with the title of king of Colchis. This pro- 
pofal provoked Mithridates to fuch a degree, that he 
caufcd the fon, whom they had demanded, to be arrefted, 
and loaded with chains of gold> facrificing him, foon after, 
to his jealoufy and ambition. The Colchians obftinately 
refufing to fubmit upon any terms, Mithridates afi^embled 
together all his troops in order to reduce them by forcQ^ 
but as he pafTed through the country of the Ach^eansi 
that people attacked him with fo much vigour, and de- 
fended the paffes with fuch refolution, that he was forced 
to return into Pontus, after having loft great part of his 
army by the enemy's ambufcades, and by the exceifive 
cold of the country ^. 

Colchis, while fubjeft to Mithridates, was governed by 
prefers, whom he fent thither. One of thefe was Moa- ' 
phernes, great uncle to Strabo the geographer '• Mem- 
non tells us, that Mithridates complied with the requeft 
pf tlie Colchians, and appointed his fpn Mithridates to 
reign over them j but foon after caufed him to be put to 

g Strabo, ]bi4« Xenoph. AvaCi/^r. lib. v» ^Plin. lib. 

Iixxiii, cap, 3. ^ ApP^"* ^^ Mithridau ^ St|:^bo^ lib* xit 
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death* Be that as it will, it is certain that the G)Ichians 
fided with Mithridates againft Pompey ; and were^ dur- 
ing that war^ governed by a king of their • own, called 
Olthaces, who was overcome, taken prifoner, and led in OUhacu. 
triumph by Pompey ". Olthaces was fucceeded by Arif- 
tarchus ; but all wfe know of him is, that Pompey con- ArifiMr^ 
ferred upon him the kingdom of Colchis> for his eminent '^'"' 
fervices during the Mithridatic war*. Pharnaces II. king 
of Pontus, feized on the kingdom of Colchis, and reco^ 
vered great part of Pontus, while Caefar was entertained 
by Cleopatra in Egypt ; but was foon obliged to abandon 
his conquefk, and retire into the country of the Bofpo* 
rani> where he was killed by Afander, as we have related 
in the. hiftory of Pontus. From tbis time we find no 
mention made of the Colchians till the reign of the em^ 
peror Trajan, to whom they fubmitted of their own s^c* 
cord ®. Perhaps they were governed by their own king \ 
for Strabo makes the river rhafis the northern boundary 
of the Roman empire. Under the emperors, Colchis was 
fubjeA to the praetors who governed Bitbynia and Pontus % ' 
but never made part of any province. 

S E C T. n. 

Of the Kingdom of Iberia* 

I BERIA, now Georgia, was bounded on the weft by UerUi. 
^ Colchis* and part of Pontus, on the north by Mount 
Caocafusy on the eaft by Albania, and op the fouth by 
Armenia. It contained the following cities, Nubium, 
Varica, Sura, Artanifla, Meftleta, Zalifla, Armaftica, 
and Phryxum, called afterwards Ideefla. Thefe cities arc 
mentioned by Strabo p, Pliny % and Ptolemy. The only Rivirt* 
rivers of note in Iberia are* the Cyrus, of which we (hall 
have occafion to fpeak in the defcription of Albania ; and 
the Aragus, which fprings from the mountains feparating 
Iberia and Colchis, and falls into the Cyrus. Pliny men- 
tions another river, which he calls the Iberus, and fromi 
which fome writers derive the name of Iberia. Of 
Mount Caucafus, which feparates Iberia from Sarmatia 
Afiatica, we have fpoken elfewhere ; and in the hiftory 

• Appian. ibid. Flor. lib. iii. cap. 5. a Eutrop. lib. vi, 

6ez. Ruf. in Epitome Jornand. dc Regnor. SocceiT. <> Eufeb. 

in Cbron. Sex. Ruf. in Epit. Eutrop. lib. vi. P Strabo, lib. xi^ 

p. 344. if. lib. i. p. 31* 4 Plin. lib. vi. cap. 10. 
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of Pontos and Armenia defcribed the Paiyadrian and 
Inhahi-' Mefchian mountains. This country was ancientiy inhzn 
iants. bited by the following nations or tribes enumerated by 

Pliny ; the Mofchi, the Armenochalybes, the Sacaflam, 
the Macrones, the Sylvi, the Diduri, and the Sodii. Iberia 
was firft peopled, accofding to Jofephus ', by Tubal, the 
brother of Gomer and Magog. His opinion is confirmed 
by the Septuagint \ for Mefhech and Tubal are by thofe 
interpreters rendered Mofchi and Iberians *• Strabo % and 
after him Euftathius % derive the Iberians in Afia from 
the Iberians in Celtibqria, or Spain s others, as Appian 
informs us, derive the latter from the former. As theC? 
two nations lay at a great diftance from one another, 
and greatly differed in their manners, cufloms, and lan-» 
guage, fome were of opinion, as we read in the fame 
Appian ^, that they were no ways relate^ to each other. 
Tacitus fuppofes both the Iberians, and the Albanian^ 
their neighbours, to have come originally from ThefTaly 
with Jafon * ; but whatever their origin was, they were a 
yery brave and warlike nation, and maintained their in«* 
dependency, if Plutarch is to be credited 3^, againft the 
utmofl efforts of the Medes, Ferfians, and Macedonians, 
Strabo gives us the following account of their cuftoma 
and polity *. 
Their cuf" '* 1 he Iberians, fays he, are divided into four ranks 
tow and or claffes ; the firfl confifts of the nobility, the fecond of 
polity ^ priefts, the third of foldiers and hufbandmen, and the fourth 

of the common people. Out of the firft clafs they choofe 
fheir king, and, upon his death, raife always to that dig-^ 
nity the eldeft of his relations. The next^in age to him 
of the' royal family adminifters juftice, and cjommands the 
?irmy. The common people are employed in the loweft 
offices, and treated no better than flavest The priefts^ 
befides their peculiar fundfon, hear caufes, and decide 
, fuch controverfies as arife between the natives and fo- 

reigners. The Iberians who inhabit the champaign coun« 
try are very iriduftrious, and well (killed in agriculture j 
but thofe who live on the mountains are a wild and fa- 
vage race, and in their, manners bear a great refembiance 
to the Scythians and Sarmatians ; whereas the former 
Imitate both the drefs and cuftoms of the Medes and Ar-r 
menians." 

r Jofepb. Antiq. lib. i. cap. 7. 'In Ezecb. chap* xxvii. 

xxxn. xxxviii. xxxix. . < Strabo, lib. i* » Euftath. ia 

Pionyf. "^ Appian. in Mithridat. * Tacitus, lib. v, 

y Plut. in Pomp« ? Strabo, lib. xi. 
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- The monarchical form of government prevailed among covirm* 
them> as is plain from this paflage ; but we find no men- nt4Mt and 
tion of their kings till the reign of Mithridates the Great^ kingt. 
king of Pontus, when they were governed by Artoces, 
who fided.with that prince firft againft Lucullus, and af- 
terwards againft Pompey, After the defeat of Mithri- 
dates by Pompey, Artoces ient ambafladors to the Romao 
camp, enjoining them to conclude a peace with Mithri- 
j^ates upon honourable terms ; and, in the mean time^ 
drew together an army of feventy thoufand chofen mex^ 
with a defign to attack the Romans unawares^ in cafe 
they did not grant him the conditions he .required} but 
Pompey, being informed of the meafureshe was takings 

' ;idvanced by long marches into Iberiay took Hieropolis^ 
a city or ifort, which was fituated on the fummit of a 
mountain ; penetrated into the centre of the kingdom^ 
and obliged Artoces to (belter himfelf in the moft remote 
parts of his dominions. From thence he fent ambafladors 
toPompey, and by their means obtained a peace upon 
reaibnable terms; but, nqtwithftanding this agreement, ; 
Artoces ftill Jcept his troops, together, defigning to attack 
the {lomans as they pafied the river Pelorus. This de- Thg Jbtm 
fignPompey fufpeded, and therefore came up with him ^^^iisde- 
before he reached the river, and drew him to an engage- A^^'^*""'* 
ment, in which the Iberians behaved with great gallantry, /Uughterh 

' hut were obliged to fubmit to the fuperior valour of the. Pompt^i 
Homans, who killed nine thoufand upon the fpot, and 
took above ten thoufand prifoners. Great numbers were 
drowned as they attempted to fave themfelves by fwim- 
ming over the Pelorus. Many fled to the forefts, and, 
ctimbing up to the tops of the tailed trees, defended them- • 
felves from thence with their arrows ; but the Romans, 
fetting fire to the foreft, obliged them to furrender at dif- 
cretion *. After this defeat, Artoces, fuing for peace, 
fent from beyond the Pelorus rich prefents to Pompey, 
including his bed, his table, and his throne, all of mafly 
gold, which the Roman general accepted, and delivered 
to thi quaeftor of his army ; but would not liften to any wMw^w 
terms of accommodation, till the king had delivered to ^/^'z^' 
him his fons as hoftages ; and then he concluded a peace pgact. 
upon terms no way diflionourable to the Iberian nation •*. 

Artoces was fucceeded by his fon Pharnabazus, who Fharum^ 
1>eing overcome by Canidius, Marc Antony's lieutenant, *««»'• 

* Plut. in LucqI. &Pomp. Dio, lib. xxxvi. Flor. lib.iii. cap. 5. 
Zonar. torn. ii« ^ Eutrop. lib, vi. Orof. lib. vi. cap. 4. , 
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joined the Romans againft Zoberes^ king of Albania ^« 
The other kings of Iberia^ mentioned by the ancients^ 
Mitkri' are, Mithridates^ Pharafmenes, Mithridates II. Rhada- 
dtUiSf &c. miftus, and Pharafmenes II. But as thefe were alfo lords 
of Armenia, we have fpoken of them in the hiftory of 
that kingdom. Pharafmenes II. reigned in the time of 
the emperor Adrian, repaired to Rome with his wife and 
children, to clear himfelf before the emperor of fcTcral 
things laid to his Aargie by Vologefes II. king of Par- 
thia ; and was there not only allowed to offer facrifices in 
the Capitol, but honoured with an equeftrian ftatuc, 
crefted in the temple of Bellona ''. From this period, to 
the diviiion of the empire, there is a profound filence 
among authors with relbefl to the affairs of Iberia. They 
continued, in all likelihood, to be governed by their own 
kings, who were tributaries to Rome ; for we ' do not 
find Iberia counted by any writer, or mentioned in the 
ancient Notitias, among the provinces of the empire; 
and befidesy we know, that long after the diviGon of the 
empire, they were fubjeft to their own princes ; for Pro- 
copius tells us, that after they had embraced the Chriftian 
religion, Gyrgenes, their king, being threatened with a 
war by Cavades» king of Perfia, in cafe he did not con-^ 
form to the religion of the Perfians, implored the affift* 
ance of the emperor Juftin, which kindled a war between 
the two empires. Zenobarzes, another of their kings^ 
repaired to Conftantinople, in the time of the emperor 
Juflinian, to be baptized, with his queen, his children^ 
and feveral noblemen of his court (O). , 

SECT. III. 

Of the Kingdom . of Albania. 



Albani. 



ALBANIA was bounded on the wefl by Iberia, on 
•^*' the eaft by the Cafpian fea, on the north by Mount 
Caucafus, and on the fouth by Armenia ^. It contained 
anciently a great many cities, but none of any note. 

■ 

c Plat, in 'Anton. Appian.in Parthic. ' Theod. Mimor, 

in Fragin. c Strab. lib. xi. p. 345. & Ptol. lib. v. cap. i», 

•(O) Iberia is at prefent fub- for tan is an ancient Celtic 

je£l to the king of Perfia, and word, lignifying^ country^ zaA 

known to the Perfians by the flill in ufe among the ^4cro 

name of Gurgiflan; that is, nations* 

the l^nd of the Georgians ; ' 

The 
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The following are mentioned by Strabo, Ptolemy, and 
Pliny; Teleba, Thalbis, Gelda, Thiauna, Thabilaca, Cititu 
Albana, Chadaca, Mifia, Boziata, and Cabalica, which 
laft Pliny calls the metropolis of Albania. The rivers Baviru 
which it may be proper to take notice of are, the Cyrus 
or Cyrnus, the Albanus, the Cafius, the Gkrrhus, the. 
Soana^ the Cambyfes, and the Alazon ^, all emptying 
themfelves into the Cafpian fea. The Cyrus^ now the 
Kur, fprings froni the Mofchian mountains, which f6« ' 
parate Colchis from Armenia, waters the country now ' 

called Mokan, receives into its channel the Aragus and 
Araxesy and falls into the Cafpian fea, within a fmall 
diftance from the foathem borders of the ancient Al* 
bania. 

The whole country, now known- by the names of 
Schi^wan and Eaft Georgia, is extremely fruitful and 
pleafant. Strabo defcribes the ancient Albanians as tall 
and ftrong-bodied men, and adds, that they had, gene- 
rally fpeaking, a very graceful mien^ and far excelled all 
other nations in comelinefs, as well as in ftature (P). 

The fame writer tells us, that the manners of the 
Albanians were very fimple ; that they were unacquainted 
with weights, meafures, and the ufe of money \ that they 
could not count above one hundred \ and that trade was 
carried on among them only by exchange. Pliny writes^ 
that they held old age in great veneration; that they^ 
were of a very fair complexion, and thence, according to 
fome called Albani ; that they could fee as well by night 
as by day ; and that not only the men were ftout and cou- * 
rageouSf but alfo tlie women, whom he pretends to be 
ddTcended from the ancient Amazons. 

As to their origin, Tacitus « and Pliny ^ derive them Thtir 
from the TheiTalians, who attended Jafon in his expedi- ^r^w» 
tion into Colchis, and fettled in this part of the ifthmus 
between the Euxine and Cafpian feas. Juflin ^ affirms 
they were defcended from the inhabitants of Alba in 
Italy, who followed Hercules into thofe parts, after he 
bad overcome Creryon. Ammianus Marcellinus takes the 
Albani and Alani to be one and the fame people^ and 

f Flih. lib. vi. c;gp. i) &cap. lo. Pomp. Mela, lib. iii. cap. 5. 
f Tacit. lib« V. ^ Plin. lib. vi. cap. 13. i Juft.lib. xiii, 

(?) Qur modern travellers dinaiy in the men ; whereas 

extol ttie women of Georgia the ancients admired the men, 

and Schirwan for perfect beau- without taking any notice of 

tiesy but find nothing extraor* the women* 

derives 
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derives them both from the Magaget^e. As to thctr 
form of government, the country was in ancient times 
divided into a great taznj fmall kingdoms. Strabo af* 
£br^s» that twenty-fix different languages were fpokeo 
formerly in Albania ; and that there were as many dif- 
ferent kings and kingdoms as languages, each tribe bay- 
ing their peculiar king ^. But the Albani, in procefs of 
time, prevailed over th.e other petty princes, and made 
themfelves mailers of the whole country. In Pompe/s 
time they could bring intp the fields as Strabo informs 
us^ fixty thoufand foot, and twehty thbufand horfe. W6 
£nd ho mention made of their kings till the^ reign of 
Alexander the Great, to whom the king of Albania is 
faid, by Pliny * and Solinus ° to have prefented a dog of 
an extraordinary fiercenefs and fi^e. 

The next king of Albania we find mentioned in hiftory 
is Orsefes, who entering into an alliance with Tigranes, 
the fon of Tigranes the Great, incurred the indignation 
of Fompey. Cofis, the king's brother, a brave and en- 
terprifing prince, commanded the Albanians, and waited 
for Porapey on the banks of the Cyrus, which he forti- 
fied at certain diilances with high palifades. But Fompey 
feigning to return to Armenia, leading his army a great, 
way about, and drawing up his cavalry and beads of bur-* 
den in the bed of the river, to break the force of the 
ftream, pafied it without being difcovered by the enemy. 
From the Cyrus he purfued his march to the CambyfeSs 
through a dry country, where his army fuiFered much for 
want of water. At length, after having been led aftray 
by his guides, who were Albanians, he reached the Cam- 
byfcs, w^here his foldiers were feized with ftrange diftem- 
pers, occafioned by their drinking too greedily of the 
water of that river, while they were heated by their 
march : however, be ftill advanced, with the precaution 
of carrying ten thoufand ikips full of water, left he ihould 
•be again reduced to the fame diftiefs. He beard no in- 
telligence of the enemy, till he had paffed the Abas, or 
Albanus, when he was informed) that Cofis was advancing 
full march againft him, at the head of fixty tboufai^ 
foot, and tweWe thoufand horfe. Upon his approach he 
concealed the legionaries among the thick buflies, with 
which the whole plain was fpread, commanding them to 
cover their helmets with their bucklers, left the rays of 
the fun, receding on them, ihould difcover them at ^ 
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diftance. Then he detached the cavalry, with orders to 
I attack the enemy, and, retiring before them, draw them 
into the ambufcade. 

The ftratagem had all, the fuccefs Pompey could ex- andutttrk 
pe£l ; for the legionaries ftarting up a^l on a.fudden, and dffeauf^im* 
widening their ranks to let the cavalry retire, furrounded 
the Albanians on all fides, and routed them with great 
(laughter. On this occafion Cofis behaved with much 
valour and intrepidity ; for he kept clofe to Pompey dur* 
ing the whole time of the engagement ; and, having had 
at laft an opportunity of difc barging a blow at him, 

Sierced his breaft-plate. But Pompey threw his javelin at 
im with fucb vigour, that he laia him dead at his feet. 
The Albanians, difheartened by the death of their ge- 
neral, fled in diforder to the neighbouring foreft, which 
the Romans fet on fire, crying aloud^ while the foreft 
was burning, ** Saturnalia, Saturnalia !'* to remind the 
Albanians, that they had attempted to furprife them ia 
their quarters during the feafts of Saturn, and therefore 
ought to cxpeft no quarter. Oraefes, after the defeat of 
his troops, retired to Mount Caucafus, and -from thence 
fent amDafladort to treat of a peace with the conqueror. Grants him 
who willingly granted it, being defirbus to end the war, Apeacem . 
and turn his arms againft the king of Parthia, 'who had 
entered Gordyene at the. head of a powerful army", 

Or2efes, was fucceeded by his fon Zoberes, who, hav- Zobires^ 
ing ventured an engagement with P. Canidius, Marc 
Amony's lieutenant, was by him entirely defeatedj and 
obliged to fue for peace. In this war Canidius was pow- 
erfully affifted by Pharnabazus, king of Iberia °. The 
next king of Albania we find mentioned in hiftory is Pha- P^^^^* 
rafmenes, who, in the time of the emperor Adrian, com- ^'*^^* 
mitted great devaftations in Armenia, Cappadocia, and 
Adedia ; and was on that account fummoned by the em- 

f>eror to Rome. Pharafmenes refufed to comply with the 
iimmons; but, in the mean time, to appeafe Adrian, 
fent him fome valuable prefents, among which were many 
great-coats, fuch as were worn ih thofe days by military 
men, all of cloth of gold. Thefe alone the ejnperor ac- 
cepted, but with no other view than to affront the king 
ygrho had fent them ; for he caufed three hundred crimi- 
nals to be clad with them, and in that attire fight the 

A Dio, lib. xxxvi. Plutarch, in Pomp. Appian. in Mitbridat* 
l^lor. lib. iii. cap. 5. Eutrop. lib. vi. OroC lib, vitCap. 4- Sex* 
Kuf. in Epitom. Frontin. Stratag. lib. ii. cap. 3. « Plut. ia 

wild 
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wild beafts in the public theatre. Upon Adrian's deattt 
the king bf Albania came to Rome, at the firft funimohs 
from his fucceflbr Antoninus Pius, who received him with 
great marks of efteem, and fent him back with prefents 
V to his kingdom p. TrebeUius % and Marcellinus ** fpeak 
of two kings of Albania, whom they do not name, the 
one contemporary with Sapor I. king of Perfia, and the 
emperor Valerian ; the other reiening in the time of Sa- 
por II. and entering into an alliance with him againft* 
Conftantius, the fon of Conllantine the Great. The Al- 
banians continued to be governed by their own princes till 
the reign of Juftinian II. who is laid by Zonaras % and 
other writers % to have fubdued Albania by his general 
Lebntius. 

We ihall conclude our account of thefe three kingdobis 
with the words of fir John Chardin, who, in defcribing 
the prefent Georgia, which comprehends the greater part 
of the ancient Colchisy Iberia, and Albania, Ipeaks of it 
thus : '^ Georgia is as fertile a country -as can be feen ; the 
bread is as good there as in any part of the world ^ the 
fruit of an exquifite flavour, and of different forts : no 
place in Europe yields better pears and apples j no place 
in Afia better pomegranates. The country abounds with 
cattle, venifpn, and wild fowl of all forts j the river Kur 
is well (locked with fiih ^ the wine is fo rich, that the 
king of Perfia has always fome of it for his own table. 
The inhabitants are robuft, valiant, and of a jovial tem- 
per, great lovers of wine, and efteemed very trufty and 
faithful, endowed with good natural parts, but, for vant 
of education, very vicious. The women are generally fair 
and comely, and by their beauty recommended to the 
court of the king of Perfia, whofe wives and concubines 
are for the mod part Georgian women. Nature has 
adorned them with graces no where elfe to be met with ; 
it is impofiible to fee them without loving them ; they are 
of a full fize, clean-limbed, fmall-waifted, fair, and well- 
proportioned.'* Thus far fir John Chardin, to whofe 
words, or rather panegyric on the Georgian women, we 
beg leave to fubjoin a paflage out of another modern tra- 
veller of no mean charafter ■ : ** As to the Georgian wo- 
men, (fays he), they did not at all furprife us ; for we 
expe£led to find them perfedi beauties : they are no way 

P Die, ibid. Zonar. & Spartian. in Adrian. Capitolin.Jn An- 
tonin. Pio. q Trcbcl. in Valcr. ' Marcelfin. libi 

xviii. • Zonar. in Juftin. « Hift. Mifc. lib. xix. 

B Tourilef. Voyage^ &c. voh ii. epift. 6. 
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difagreeablei and may be counted beauties, if compared 
^th the Curdes ; they have an air of health, that is pleaf- 
ing enough ; but, after all, they are neither fo handfome, 
nor fo well-ihaped, as is reported. Thofe who live in the 
towns have nothing extraordinary, more than the others ; 
fo that I may, I think, venture to contradi£l the accounts 
that have been given us of them by mofl travellers." 

S E C T. IV. 

Of the Kingdom of Bofporus. 

^T^HE ancient kingdom of Bofporus, comprehending all B^^ruu 
'■' the provinces that. were fubjeft to the Bofporan 
princes, was bounded on the eaft by Colchis, on the weft 
by the gulf Carcinites, on the fouth by the £uxin« Sea, 
and on the north by the Tanais, where that river falls in- 
to the Palus Mxotis ; fo that it comprifed the Cherfonc- 
fus Taurica in Europe, and in Afia all that tra£b which 
lies between the Palus Maeotis and the Euxine Sea (Q^), 

Cities of note in the Afiatic Bofporus were, anciently, ckitu 
Phanagoria, placed, by fome geographers on the Euxine 
Sea, by others on the Palus Maeotis ; but by Pliny '^ and , 
Mela * at fome diftance from both, on a peninfula, which 
they call Corocondama. Near this city was formerly a fa- 
mous temple dedicated to Venus Apaturia, fo called from 
the Greek word apate, fignifying deceit ; for fhe is feigned 
to have overcome the giants here by a fltratagem fuggefted 
to her by Hercules. This city was, according to Strabo J", 
the metropolis of Bofporus m Aiia. Cepi, HermonafTa, 
Scratoclea, and Cimmerium, Hood on the Bofporus, and 
are faid by Pliny to have been once remarkable cities. 
From the latter the Bofporus Cimraerius borrowed its 
'name. Strabo, Pliny, and Pomponius Mela, tell us, 
that Cimmerium was the chief city of the Cimmerians, a 
people famous for their robberies as early as the days of 
Homer. Thefe barbarians, being forced out of their 

w Plin. lib. vi. cap. 6. x Pomp. MeJa, lib. 5. cap. 19. 

J Strabo, lib. ix. 

(Q^ ) Diodorus Siculus ( i ) Strabo ( 2) , whom we have fol- 

confines the kingdom of Bofpo- lowed, extends it to the Gijlf 

rus within the Sofporus Cixn- Carcinites, which, with the 

menus, the boundary of £u- Palus Masotis, forms the ifth* 

lope and Afia on that fide ; but mus of the Cherfonefus. 

(0 Diodor. SicuT. lib. xH. (0 Strabo, lib. vii. 

own 
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cwft country by the Scythian Nomadcs, ravaged the fincft 

Jr6vinces in the £aft, and penetrated as far as Sardis ill. 
.ydia, which they reduced ; but being afterwards bver- 
come by Halyattes, king of Lydia, fome of them returned 
to their ancient habitation ; and others, as mod biftori- 
ans conjedture, advanced towards the North as far as the 
Baltic, and fettled in the Cimbrica Cherfonefus, now 
Jutland ; for the Cimbri and Cimmerii are, by mpft hif- 
torians, thought to be one and the fame people. The 
other cities taken notice of by the ancients in the Afiatic 
Bofporus, are Sinda, on the Palus Mxotis ; Tanais, at 
the mouth of the river bearing that name, where the 
city of Afoph now (lands ; Paniardis, Tyrambe, and Ge- 
rafum, called by Ptolemy a Cumbrian village. 

The coaft of the Euxine Sea was inhabited by the Ccrce- 
t8e» the Heniochi, the Mofchi, and the Achaei> of whom 
we have fpoken above. Strabo enumerates on the coaft 
of the Palus Maeotis the following nations, the Sindi, 
Dandarii, Agri, Arrichi, Tarpetes, Obidiaceni, Sitta- 
ceni, Dofci, and Afpungitani. To thefe Scylaz adds the 
Coraxi, the Coraci, or, as Voffius will have it, the Colici, 
, and the Melanchleni. The country bordering on xk^ Pa- 
lus Maeotis and the Bofporu^ which was inhabited by the 
Cimmerii, is reprefented by the ancients as an inhofpl- 
table place, covered with thick forefts, and continual f(^, 
Which the rays of the fun could not break through (R). 

The rivers mentioned by the ancient geographers in this 
traft, are, the Anticites or Vardanus, the Pfathis, the 
Greater and Leifer Rhombites, and the Marubius, moft 
of them fpringing from the mountains oi Sarmatia Afia* 
tica, and all emptying themfelves into the Palus Ms^tis. 

The Taurica Cherfonefus, fo named frpm its being a 
peninfula, anciently inhabited by the Tauri, or Taurofcy* 



^ (R) This frightful defcrip- 
tion gave Cicero and Ovid oc- 
caiion to fay, that an eternal 
night reigned in this glooray 
climate, and that ileep had 
taken up its abode here ; and 
hence- Cimmerian darkneis be* 
carat, according to La£tantiu9, 
a proverb, fignifying an iinpe* 
netrable darknefs, and likeivife 
a gloomy and itupid mind, 
Lycophron, Pliny, Euflathius, 
Serviu^, and others, have 



planted a colony of Cimmeri* 
Italy, between Cuour 



ans m 

and Baise, near the Lake Aver- 
nus ; and tells us, that the fun 
never (liinesr on that fmall can- 
ton: but Strabo, who w^s 
better acqxiatnted with the 
countries ive are fpeaklng eft 
defcribes them as abou^diAg 
with all the nec^iTtrics of lifei 
amd rather pleftfaftt than dif*{ 
agreeable^ 
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thse, as Plitxy and Ptoiemy call them, lies betweeh the 
Eiudne Sea, the Paltts Mseotis^ and the Bofporus Cimme- 
Fius; extends, according to ' Sir John Chardin^ fixty-one 
leaeue^s from eaft to weft, and about thirty-five from north 
to toath, ^nd is joined to the cominent by a narrow ifth- 
mus about a mife over. The cities of note in former CHiei* 
times were, Tapbr% or Taphras, on the ifthmus^ where 
the prcfent city of Przekofp, or Precop ftands. The mo- 
dem city is fo called from thje word przkop, (ignifying a 
ditch \ for it was bailt on the ditch which the Tartars cat 
acxofs the ifthmas. Cherfofnefus^ or, as the more modern 
Greek writers call it, Cherfon, was, according to Stra- , 
bo, built by the Greeks on the Gulf Carcinites, now the 
Gulf of Njgro,poii, on the weft coaft of the Chcrfonefus. ' 
Of this city, now calUd Tojpetarkan, there are ftll I many 
^ ruins to be feen. Theodbfia, or Theudofia,' another 
Greek city on the eaft coaft of the peninfula^ once a place 
of great note : it is nb^ known by the name of CafFa, 
and is the cafiital of Little' Tartary. From this city the 
Bofporus CimmertUs of the ancients is called by the pre^ 
fent inhabitants the Streights of CafFa. Sanfon places 
Theodofia where the ^odcffl city of Tufba ftands. Nym- 
phxuin, Lagy^a^ and Charax, ftobd on the Euxine Sea^ 
and Panticapaeum bn the Bofpofus. This city was, ac- 
cording to Stfabo, the mfetropolis bf the Edropean Bof- 
porus. It wasfbtmded by the Milefians, and for lome ages 
governed by its own l*w6*; b\ft at length fubdued by the 
kings of Bofporus. So*ne iJi^riters have confounded the 
cities of Pantrcapseum and Bofporus' j but Pliny, Strabo^ 
and Stephahus, fpeak of them as two different cities. 
Procopius often mentions ^^ latter ; but never takes any 
notice of Panticap«um, tholigh the capital of Taurica 
Cherfonefus. This peninfula is at prefent pofleffed by the ' 
Tartars, and commonly known by the name of the Criiti, 
which it borrowed from the city of Krym, anciently call- 
ed Cremnos. The Bofporus Cimmerius, now the Streights 
of Kertzi or CafFa, which divides Europe and Afia, or the 
Grim and Kuban, is not above four leagues over. The 
Palus M«oth extends from fouth-weft to north-eaft about 
one hundfed and thirty leagues, having on the north and 
weft Little Tartary ; on; the fouth-weft the Cherfonefus 
Taurica, now the Crrm ; and on the eaft and fouth-eaft 
Sarmatia Afiatica, now Circafs Tartary. This fea or lake 
was called by the ancients Palus Maeotis, from the Maeoti 
or Maeotici, a people inhabiting the European and part of 
the Afiatic coaft, and alfo J^lus Sarmatia, Cimmeriae 
Vol. rX. K Paludcs, 
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Paludes, Scythica Stagna, and Pond Euxini Mater^ of 
the Mother of the Euxine Sea ; but its modern name is 
the Sea of Zabach, borrowed from a fifh taken there at 
certain feafons of the yean 

The Befporani were governed bj princes of their own in 
the earlieft times ; but as the worKS of Trogus Pompeius, 
who wrote the hiftory of the Bofporan kings % have not 
reached us* we can give but a very indifferent account of 
them. The firft we meet with in hiftory is Leucon, who 
is mentioned by Strabo ^ ; but we are deftitute of mate- 
rials both as to his reign and to that of Farifades> whom 
Strabo calls the laft of his race. Diodorus Siculus tells 
us* that many kings had reigned in Bofporus before the 
confulate of M. Genutius Augurinus, and P. Curiatius 
Philo. Hence it i& plain, that Leucon and Parifades 
were not, as fome authors have thought, the founders of 
the Bofporan kingdom, but preceded by a long feries of 
princes of the fame race* Spaftacus L fucceeded Pari- 
fades, and is faid by Diodorus , Siculus, in one place, to 
have reigned feven years, andi in another, feventeen ^. 
He had two fons, Seleucus and 3partacus. He left the 
kingdom to the former, who reigned four years, and dying 
without children, was fucceeded by his brother SjKirtacus 
II. and he, after a reign of tiwenty-fix years, by his fon 
Satyrus, who reigned fourteen years. After him came 
Leucon IL who waged war with one Mnemon, probably 
a neighbouring prince, by whom he was overcome ; and 
with the Heracleans, ov^x whom he gained confiderable 
advantages. He ha4 a particular regard for the Atheni- 
ans, whom hie fupplied with a.great quantity of corn in 
the time of a famine, and allowed their merchants a free 
trade to all parts of l\4s dominions. The Athenians, 
in return for his kindpefs, made him< and his children 
free of Athens, and granted to his trading fubje^^s the 
fame privileges and exemptions , in Attica, which, their 
citizens enjoyed in Bpfporusj ere^ling three pillarski me* 
mory of the good underftanding that fubfifted between the 
two ftates, to wit, one in tUe city of Bofporus, anqtherin 
the Periaeus, and the third near the temple^of the Argo« 
nauts. He was a great encourager of trade, and granted 
ample privileges to all foreign merchants fettling ^t Theo- 
dofia in the Cherfonefus ; by which means that city be- 
came one of the moft rich and populous of the Eaft *. 

z Vide Prolog, lib. xxxvii. a Strabo, lib. vii fc Dio* 

dor. Sicu!. lib. xii. cap. 4, & 5. c bcmofthen. contra Leptin. 

Diodor. SicuL lib. xiv. & xvi. Strabo, lib, viL Polysen« lib. v. 
Dio Cbryfoft Orat. ii. de Regoo. 

His 
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His exploits were celebrated by Chryfippus the philofo- 
pher, as Plutarch informs us j but have not reached our 
times. He left two fons, Spartacus and Parifades. The SatyruslL 
former, furnamed Satyrus, fucceeded him in the king- ^^* 
dom, and is called by Dinarchus the tyrant of Bofporus. 
He reftored Hecataeus, a neighbouring prince, to his king- 
dom, obliging him to marry his daughter, and murder 
Tirgataorie his , former wife, in order to make room for 
her. This tranfaftion kindled a bloody war between him 
and the fubjefts of Hecataeus, in which he loft his fon, 
with whofe death he was fo fenfibly afFe£led, that he died 
of grief. Dinarchus tells us **, that both he and his bro- 
ther Parifades fent yearly to Demofthenes a thoufand 
bufhels of wheat. He reigned only five years, and was , 
fucceeded, according to fome, by his younger fon Gor- 
gippus ; according to others, by his brother Parifades. Parifadit 
Of Gorgippus we find nothing upon record. Parifades ^^' 
is faid by Diodorus Siculus to have reigned thirty-eight 
years. 

He left three fons, Satyrus, Eumel us, and Prytanis, who SaiyrusUL 

made war upon one another. Satyrus III. the eldeft, fuc- ^^•^ 

ceeded his father j but his brother Eumelus, being affifted 

by Ariophames, king of Thrace, attempted to drive him 

from the throne. Satyrus had recourfe to the Scythians, 

who fent to his afliftance twenty thoufand foot, and ten 

thoufand horfe. Reinforced by thefe, with two thoufand 

Greeks^ and an equal number of Thracians, he engaged 

and put to flight Eumelus, whofe army conGfted of 

twenty- two thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand horfe, all 

Thracians, under the command of Ariophajiies, or Ario- 

pharneS} their king. After this defeat, Eumelus and the 

Thracian king retired to a ftrong fortrefs, where they 

were clofely befieged by the conqueror. While Satyrus 

continued before this place, Menifcus, who commanded 

the mercenaries, being furrounded by the enemy, while 

he was attempting to ftorm the fort, Satyrus haftencd to 

his relief, and refcued him from the imminent danger he 

was in 5 but was himfelf run through the arm with a 

ipear, and died of the wound the night following, after a 

ihort reign of nine months. 

Upon his death Menifcus, breaking up the fiege, re- Pfytank* 
tired with the army to the city of Gargara ; and from 
thence carrieft the king's body to Panticapseum, and there 
delivered it to his brother Prytanis, who, having buried 

' Dinarch* in Orat. contra Demofthen* 
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it with great pomp, took upon himfclf the command of 
the army, and the title of king. Eumelus fent ambafla- 
dors to the new king, offering to difband.his forces, upon 
condition that he would divide the kingdom with hira ; 
biit Prytanis not attending to his propofals, by the affift- 
ance of the neighbouring Barbarians, Eumelus made him- 
felf mafter of Gargara, and feveral other cities. Prytanis 
marched againft him, at the head of a numerous army *, 
but was overcome in battle, and being fhut up within a 
narrow neck of land, between the Pal us Mseotis and a 
lake, was forced to furrender, give up his army, and de- 
part the kingdom ; but he foon returned, and, by the 
aflK^ance of his friends, made himfelf mafter of feme 
ftrong places. Eumelus marched againft him, and having 
put his army to flight, purfued him to a place called the 
Gardens, where he endeavoured to make head againft 
his brother's viftorious army, but was killed in the at- 
tempt. 

Upon his death, Eumelus ordered all the friends and 
children of his two brothers, Satyrus and Prytanis, to be 
murdered. Parifades alone, the fon of Satyrus, had the 
good fortune to make his efcape to the court of Agaras, 
king of the Scythians ; all the others were inhumanly raaf- 
facred. This cruelty incenfed the people, who were ready 
to revolt, and revenge the death of their friends, by taking 
the life of the tyrant ; when Eumelus, calling them to- 
gether, promifed to alter his conduft, reftored to the 
cities their former privileges, freed them from all kinds 
of taxes, and having by thefe means regained their affec- 
tions, governed the kingdom with great equity and mo- 
deration to his death. He is celebrated by the ancients, 
as the greateft king who had ever reigned in Bofpoms. 
He not only defended his dominions againft the neigh- 
bouring Barbarians, who at different times invaded it with 
numerous armies, but would have brought all the neighs 
bouring nations under fubjeftion, had he not been pre- 
vented by death, after a reign of five years, and as many 
months. As he was returning from Scythia, in a cha- 
riot covered with a canopy, the horfes taking fright, and 
the driver not being able to ftop them in their career, the 
king threv«( himfelf out ; but his fword being intangled in 
one of the w^heels, he was hurried away with the violent 
motion of the chariot, and killed. 

He was fucceeded^by his fon Spartacus III. who reigned 
twenty years. We read of Leucanor reigning, in the fc- 
quel, in the Bofporus Cimmcrius, and paying a yearly 

, tribute 
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tribute to the Scythians. He was treacherouily murdered 
by one Arfacomas, a Scythian prince, for having refufed 
him his daughter in marriage ^. Upon his death, £u- Euhoitus. 
r boitus, his brother by a concubine, was placed on the 
throne by the Sarmatians. The Alani, and the Greek 
Hates of Afia likewife^ joined him againft the Scythians, 
who began to be too powerful in thofe parts i however, he 
could never enjoy his kingdom in peace and tranquility, 
till he fubmitted to pay them a double tribute. 

The next prince we find reigning in Bofporus, is Pari- ^(^^^hdit 
fades III. who, not being able to pay to Scilurus, king of 
Scythia, the unreafonaBle tribute he exafted, nor to with- 
fland fo powerful an enemy, voluntarily refigned the king- 
dom to Mithridates the Great, king of Pontus, after it 
had been held by his anceftors for the Ipace of four hun- 
dred years ^ In the time of the laft Mithridatic war, the 
Bofporans revolted from Mithridates, and admitted Ro- 
man garrifons into the cities oi^ Phanagoria, Theodofia, 
Cherfonefus, and Nymphaeum ; but, upon the death of 
that prince, the whole country was reftored by Pompey 
to his fon Pharnaces, whom he honoured with the title Pharnaces. 
of a friend and ally of the Roman people.^ During the 
civil war between Csefar and Pompey, Pharnaces, not fa- 
tisfied with the kingdom of Bofporus, attempted the re- 
covery of his father's dominions ; croffed the Euxine Sea, 
and reduced Colchis, Armenia Minor, and feveral places 
in Cappadocia, Pontus, and Bithynia s. After the battle 
of Pharfalia, Caefar fent Domitius Calvinus againft him 
with part of his army ; but Domitius being overcome in 
battle, Pharnaces made himfelf mafter of the remaining 
part of Pontus and Cappadbcia, and of all Bithynia ; 
whence he was preparing to advance into Afia, properly 
fo called; but in the mean time Caefar leaving Egypt, O*uercomg 
croffed Syria, came unexpe£ledly upon Pharnaces, and^ h ^^I^* 
having attacked him, gained a complete viftory. 

Pharnaces, after this defeat, fled to Sinope with a thou- 
fand horfe, and from thence failed back into Bofporus ; 
where he no fooner landed, than Afander, whom he had 
appointed governor of that country during his abfencc, 
feized and put him to death, taking upon himfelf the Utle 
of king of Bofporus "*; Csefar beftowed the kingdom of Mithri* 
. Bofporus on Mithridates the Pergamian, as a reward for the ij*''' *^ 

e Lucian. in Toxari. ^ Diodor. Sicul. ibid. s Plut. in 

Caef. Hirt de Bell. Alexandria. Dio CaflT. lib. xlii. Appian. de 
. JBell. Civil, lib. ii. ^ Appian. Hirt. & Plut. ibid. 
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eminent femces he had performed in Egypt, as we have 
related in the hiftory of that country. At the fame time 
he appointed- him tetrarch o£ Galatia, which he had a title 
to in right of Jiis mother, who was defcended -from one 
of thofe tetrarchs. He might alfo have laid claim to the 
kingdom of Bofporus, in right of his father ; for he was 
fuppofed to be the fon of Mithridates the Great, his mo- 
ther having been one of that prince's concubines, after 
% the death of Menodotus of Pergamus, her hufband. But 
Caefar, in appointing him king of Bofporus, gave him 
only an empty title ; for Afander being in pofTeflion of the 
whole country, he was to fettle himfelf on the throne by 
force of arms. With this view he raifed forces ; but, in-* 
ilead of gaining the kingdom, loft his life, being over- 
come and flain in battle by Afander, who, after his death, 
held the kingdom without any farther moleftation ; the 
Romans not being at leifure, on account of their inteftine 
broils, to give him any difturbance *. 

He was a man of great courage, and fkill in the mili- 
tary art; however, the emperor Auguftus, diftrufting him, 
gave the command of the Bofporan troops, who ferved in 
the Roman army, to Scribonius; a circumftance which 
Afander took fo much amifs, that he abftained from all 
food, and by that abftinence put an end to his life, m the 
ninety-third year of his age ^. Upon his death, Scribo- 
nius, pretending that he was the grandfon of Mithridates, 
married JDynamis, the daughter of Pharnaces, and pof- 
icffed himfelf of the kingdom of Bofporus ; but was ex- 
pelled by Polemon, on whom Auguftus had beftowcd 
that kingdom. 

fotemon. Polemon was the fon of Zeno, a famous orator of Lao^ 

dicea, and, aftisr the battle of Philippi, had been, by 
Marc Antony, rewarded for his gallant behaviour with 
that part'of the kingdom of Pontus which lay next to Cap- 
padocia. He attended him in his expedition againft the 
Parthians, by whom he was taken prifoner. He was 
afterwards fent by the king of Media to negociate a peace 
between him and Antony ;* which he concluded to the 
great fatisfa&ion of >the triumvir, by whom he was, on 
that confideration, made king of Armenia Minor. After 
the battle of Afiitfm, in which he fought with great 
bravery for Antony, he was not only pardoned by Auguf- 
tus, but fent by him, or rather by Agrippa, againfl: 8cri- 

. , bonius, whom he defeated, and drove from the throng. 

' Apptan. in Mithrjdat. p. 254. Strabo, lib. xiii p 6*5. Hiit.^ 
ibid. . k Strabo, & Dio, ibid. Lucian. in Macrob. 

He 
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He engaged in feveral wars with the neighbouring Bar- 
barians^ whom he Isept in awe, preventing them from 
making incurfions into the Roman territories ; but was at 
length overcome, taken, and put to death, by the Afpun- 
gitaniy whom Strabo reckons among the nations that bor- 
dered on the Palus M^eotis. He had been honoured by 
Auguftus, fome time before his death, with the title of a \ 

friend and ally of the Roman people '. He left two fons, 
Zeno and Pole'mon 11. The former, furnamed Artaxia, ^ 
was, by Germanicus, made king of Armenia, to the great 
fatisfa&ion of the Armenians, among whom he had been 
educated ". The latter fucceeded his father in the king- 
dom of Bofporus, which he exclianged, in the reign of 
Claudius, for part of Cilicia. We nnd no farther men- 
tion in hiftory of the Bofporani, till the reign of Tra- 
jan, who, as Eutropius informs us % received the king of 
Bofporus under his protediion. In the time of Antoninus 
Pius, Rimethalces reigned in the Bofporus Cimmerius, 
and came to Rome to treat with the emperor about the 
affairs of his kingdom, as we read in Capitolinus ^. Lu- 
cian tells us, that the Bofporans, in his time, were go- 
verned by a king, named Eupator ; . but what fate attended 
them thenceforth, to the divifion of the empire, we find 
no where recorded ; and therefore fhall proceed to a fuc- 
cinGt account of the other kingdoms mentioned in the 
title prefixed to this chapter^ 

SECT. V. 

Of the Kingdom of Media* ^ 

WE have delivered elfewhere the hiftot-y of ^Media, Media. 
from the earlieft account of time, to its being re- 
duced by the Perfians, by whom it was held to the reign 
of Darius Codomannus, when the other provinces of Me- 
dia fell under the power of the Macedonians ; but that 
which lay between Mount Taurus and the Cafpian Sea, 
withftood Alexander, being defended by Atropatus, who, 
upon the downfal of the Perfian monarchy, referved it 
for himfelf, and tranfmitted it to his pofterity, who held 
it as fovereigns to Strabo's time p. From Atropatus, -it 

1 Strabo, lib. xi. Plut. in Anton. Appian. de BclK Civil, lib. v. 
Dio, lib. xlix. liii. liv. ™ Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. cap. 54, 5^- 

n Eatrop. lib. viii. • Capitol, in Antonin. PiOi P Strabo, 

lib. xi. p. 523. 
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^as called Media Atropatia, or limply Atropatene. In 
proccfs of time it became a very confideraWe kingdom ; 
for Strabo tells us, that the kings of Atropatene could 
. bring into the field forty thoufand foot, and twenty thou- 
fand horfe. The metropolis of this kingdom is called by 
Strabo, Gaza ; by Plutarch, Phrahata ; and by Dio, Pra- 

Kings. afpa, The firft who reigned here was Atropatus, who 

Atropaius. being governor of this province in the time of Darius 
Codomannusy defended the narrow pafTes leading into it 
againtl Alexander; and at his departure caufed himfelf to 
be acknowleged king of the country. Upon the death of 
Alexander, Perdiccas, who had married Atropatiis's 
daughter, fufFcred him to enjoy his new kingdom with- 
out moleftation. The other kings of Media we find men- 

Tnnarchiu. tioned in hiftory, are, Timarchus, Mithridates, Darius, 
and Artuafdcs. Timarchus reigned in the time ^of De-^ 
metrius Soter, king of Syria, who attempted, but without 

M/HtkrUa" fuccefs, to reduce Medi^ ^. Mithridates was* contempo-; 

'^'' rary with Mithridates the Great, king of Pontus, whom 

be affifted againft Lucullus. He married the daughter of 
Tigranes, king of Armenia, but dying without iffiie, left 

Partus, tl^c kingdom to his brother Darius, who likewife fided 
with Mithridates; but was overcome by Pompey'. Da-» 

Artuafdes* rius was fucceedcd by his fon Artvafdes, or Artuafdes, 
on whom Marc Antony made war, at the inftigation of 
Artabazus, king of Armenia. 

Upon the retreat of Antony, Artuafdes having a dif- 
ference with his allies the Parthians, about the divifionof 
the Roman fpoils, fent ambafTadors into Egypt, acquaint- 
ing Antony, that he was ready to. Join him with all his 
forces, and affift him, to the utmoft of his power, in the 
redudtion of Parthia.^ The triumvir, therefore, refolved 
to return into Partbia by the way of Media; and, to 
attach Artuafdes more firmly to his intereft, firft fent him, 
as a prefent, the head of Artabazus, his inveterate enemy, 
whom he had treacheroufly feized ; and afterwards con- 
tra£l:ed a marriage for Alexander, one of his fons by 
Cleopatra, with a daughter of the king of Media; but iq 
the mean time the civil war breaking out between Antony 
:%nd 0£tavianus, Artuafdes fent his forces to join the for- 
mer ; a circumftance which gave the Parthians an oppor- 
tunity of invading his dominions, and driving him from 
the throne. After havijig lived fome time in Syria^ he 

^ Trog. Pomp. Prolog, lib. xxxiVi ' Dio, lib. xxxv. Pl^t, 

in Pomp. Appian. Mithri^at. ■ 
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had recourfe to the clcmcnGy of 0£lavianus, who received 
him into favour, and beftowed upon him the kingdom of 
Armenia Minor ». As for the kingdom of Media, it con- 
tinued fubje£t to the Parthians, who held it for many years. 



S E C T. VI. 

Of^ the Kingdom of BaStria. 

DACTRIA, or Ba£lriana, now ChorafTan, wzs BaSria. 
^^ bounded on the weft by Margiana, on the north by 
the river Oxus, on the fouth by Mount Paropamifus, and 
on the eaft by Afiatic Scythia and the country of the Maf. 
fagetae. It was a large, fruitful, and well-peopled coun- 
try, containing, if Ammianus Marcellinus is to be credit- 
ed % a thoufand cities ; but of thefe we find only the fol- 
lowing mentioned by the ancients : Ba£ira, the metropolis O'tUs^ 
of the country, called anciently Zariafpe (S). ^^'• 

Alexandria, probably built by Alexander i Darapfa, or 
Adrafpa, the fame city which Arrian calls Drapfaca " ; 
Euchratidia, Cariata, Doth fpoken of by Strabo^;. the 
latter was deftroyed by Alexander; Sifimethrss Petra^ 
where Alexander folemnized his marriage with Rox^itia^p 
who was kept there; Maracanda, repaired, but notbuilt, 
as ^neas Sylvius and Cambinus have imagined, by Ta- 
merlane'. This city is known by the name of Samaracanda, 
whence the prefent kings of Perfia ftyle themfelves princes 
of Samaracanda ^. Ebufmi and Charracharta, now Chia- 

* Die, lib. xlix. p. 415- Zonar, torn. ii. t Ammian. Mar- 

celHn. lib. xxiii. « Arri^in. lib. lii. cap. 19. ^ Strabo, lib, 

xr. p* 498. X Chalcocond. lib. iii. y Cbrytaeus in Chron. 

(8) Some writers, indeed, difagrceing with both thcfc 

make Badtra and Zariafpe two writers, defcribcs it as ftand^ 

diflferent cities ; but Strabo ( 1 ) ing on the river Dargidus, in 

and Pliny (2) tells us, in ex^ the heart of the country, at 

prefs terms, that Badra and a great diftance from Mount 

Zariafpe were two names of Paropamifus, which was the 

one and the fame city. Pliny fouthern boundary. From the 

places Badira on the river Za- river fiadtrus, Curtius (3) will 

riaipe ; and Curtius on the have both the city and country 

Baarus, at the foot of IVIount to have borrowed their names. 
Paropamifus; but Ptolemy, .^ 

(0 Strabo, lib. xi. (i) Plin. fib. vi. cap, 15, 16. (3) Q;^Curt. 
lib. vii. cap. ^ 

riachar, 
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riachar, were once two places of great note, being calkd 
by Ptolemy royal cities. 

The chief rivers of Ba£lria were, the Ochus, the Oxus, 
the Orgomenes, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Dargomenesy 
the Zariafpa or Zariafpes, the Artimis, and the Dargidus. 
Moil of thefe rivers fall into the Ochus, whicb fprings 
from Mount Paropamifus, and difcharges itfelf into the 
Cafpian Sea. Paropamifus, op Parapamifus, is a part of 
Mount Taurus, and not of MountCaucafus, as tbofe who 
attended Alexander in his expedition into India, cbofe to 
call it'. That part of Baftria, which was watered by 
the river Oxus, is defcribed by the ancients as a very fruit- 
ful country, abounding with paftures, and well ftocked 
with cattle of a very large fize j but the fouthern parts 
were nothing but fandy deferts, without 'any track or 
beaten way, infomuch that travellers ufed to reft in the 
day-time, and purfue their journey in the night, guiding 
themfelves by the ftars, as on the fea, not without danger 
of being buried in the fand. The country was inhabited 
by the following nations ; the Salatarse, Zariafpse, Cho- 
matri, Comi, Acinacse, Tambazse, Thocarse, Marycaei, 
Amarifpii, and feveral- others of lefs note. The 6a£irians 
in general were reckoned good foldiers, being always at 
war, either among themfelves, or with the neighbouring 
nations, and enemies to all manner of luxury. Pliny 
tells us, that they ufed to expofe their old people) when 
they attained to a certain age, to be devoured by fierce 
niaflifFs, which they kept for that purpofe, and called 
fepulchral dogs. The fame author adds, that they allow- 
ed their daughters to aflbciate with whom they pleafed, 
and that incontiuency was no way difreputable, even to 
the women. 

As to their government, they were ruled by kings in 
the earlieft ages. Zoroafter is faid, byEufebius*, to have 
reigned in Ba£lria, and to have been contemporary with 
Ninus, who made war upon him, and fubdued his coun- 
try. But Ctefias mentions one Oxyartes, as reigning in 
Ba6lria, when that country was reduced by Ninus, and 
fiiys, Zoroafter was contemporary with Cyrus the Great. 
Pliny queftions whether he ever reigned in Baftria. All 
authors agree, that Badlriawas fubdued, firftby the Afly- 
rians, and afterwards by the Perfians, under Cyrus the 
Great, as we have related in the hiftory of thofe two em- 
pires. It fell afterwards under the power of the Macedo- 

zStrabo, libi xi. p. 348. Arrian. Indie, cap, n. * Eufeb/ 

in Chtop. 

nians, 
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nlans, and was held by the fucceflbrs of Seleucus Nicator Kings, 
till the reign of Antiochus Theos, when Theodotus, ^^eodotusm 
from being governor of that province, became king, and 
ftrengthened himfelf fo efFeftually in his new kingdom, 
while Antiochus was engaged in a war With Ptolemy Phil- 
^delphus, king of Egypt, that he could never afterwards 
difpoOefs him of his acquidtions •*. He was fucceeded by 
his fon, named alfo Theodotus, who, entering into an <i'hiodotus 
aJliancc with Arfaces, the founder of the Parthian mo- /j. 
narchy, confiderably enlarged his kingdom, while the 
two brothers, Seleucus Callinicus and Antiochus Hierax, 
were wafting their ftrength againft eagh other, Theo- 
dotus was overcome in battle, and driven out by Euthy- EutAjdi^ 
demus, his brother, who, being a very valiant and pru- mnj. 
dent prince, maintained a long war againft Antiochus 
the Great, in defence of his irountry, obliging him, at 
laft, to lay afide all thoughts of ever reducing it, as wc 
have related in the hiftory of Syria. Euthydemus was 
fucceeded by his brother Menander, who, paffing the MtnanJifM 
river Hypanis, fubdued the kingdom of Sigertis, the 
large province of Pattalena, and feveral other countries, 
unknown even to Alexander the Great ; but while he was 
preparing to make new conquefts, and invade the Syrian 
dominions, he was taken ofF by a violent fever, to the 
great grief of his fubjefts, among whom his afli^s were 
diftributed, to quell the difturbances that arofe on account 
of his body, to which many cities laid claim. In confe- 
quence of thefe pretenfions, magnificent monuments were 
crefted to his memory in moft cities of Ba£lria ^. 

He was fucceeded by his nephew Demetrius, the fon Dimitrius^ - 
of Euthydemus, in whofe name he had governed, that 
prince being very young at his father's death. Demetrius 
was not inferior to his uncle in Courage and bravery ; for 
he not only maintained himfelf in pofleffion of the pro- 
vinces which Menander had reduced, but made feveral 
new acquifitions, and^ at his death, left the kingdom of 
Ba£lria in a moft flouriftiing condition. His fon Eucra- Eucratldesi 
tides built the city of Eucratidia, and, having invaded 
India, made himfelf matter of all thofc provinces which 
had been fubjefted by Alexander. On his return to his 
own dominions he was treacheroufly murdered by his fon, 
named alfo Eucratides, to whom he had committed the Eucratidts 
government of the kingdom during his abfence. So wick- //. 

« 

* Arrian. in Parthic. apud Phot. Cod. 58. Syncell p. 284. Juftin. 
lib. x'ti. cap. 4. Stra'bo, lib. xi. p. 515. c Arrian, Pcripl. p. 

3». Trog. in Prolog, lib. xli. 

ed 
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cd an a£Hon did not go long unpuniflied ; for the Scy-» 
thtans invading Ba3ria on one fide, and the Parthians oh. 
the other, Eucratides was driven from the throne, and 
foon after killed in attempting to recover it. Upon his 
death the Parthians feized on the provinces of Afpionia 
and Thuriva, leaving all the reft to the Scythians, who 
held the kingdom of Badiria till the invafion of the Htins. 
The kings, whom we find mentioned as reigning in Bac- 
tria in the times of the emperors Adrian, Antoninus Pius, 
and Valerian, were all of Scythian extra£tion; bat the 
Scythians were, in their turn, driven out by the Huns, 
> who reigned in Ba£tria, as we read in our modern hif- 

torians, in the time of Ladiflaus IV. king of Hungary. 
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SECT. VII. 

Of the Kingdom of.EdeJfa. 

TH E ancient city of Edefla is placed by geographers in 
Mefopotamia, on the banks of the Scirtus, between 
Mount Mafius and the Euphrates, into which the Scirtus 
empties itfelf. It was once a place of great note, and fa« 
mous for a temple of the Syrian goddefs, which was 
reckoned one of the richeft in the world. From this tem- 
ple, Edefla Mras ftyled Hierapolis, or the Holy City. 
During the inteftine broils, which greatly weakened the 
kingdom of Syria, Augarus, or AbgaruS) feized on the 
city of Edefla, and its fruitful territory, which he ereScd 
into a new kingdom, ftyling himfelf king of Edefla, and 
tranfmittin^ the fame title to his pofterity. Under which 
of the Syrian kings this revolution happened, we find no 
where recorded. All we know of the founder of this new 
kingdom is, that he often defeated the Syrians, to whom 
the country which he poflefied had been long fubjed; 
and, notwithftanding their utmoft eflbrts, left at his death 
his fmall principality in a very flourifhing condition. He 
was fuccceded by his fon Ariamnes, or Abgarus II. for 
the name of Abgarus was common to all the kings of 
Edefla. This prince made himfelf mafter of the province 
of Ofroene, and entering into an alliance with Pompey 
againft Tigranes the Great, king of Armenia, fupplied his 
army with provifions. In the Parthian war, he pre- 
tended to flde with Crafliis ; but in the mean time, main- 
taining a private correfpondence with the enemy, he was 
the caufe of the great overthrow which the Romans re- 
ceived 
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ccivcd at Carrhx. He left the kingdom to his fon Ucha- Uchanias 
nias, mentioned by Eufebius**, who was fuccceded by his andAhga^ 
fon Abgarus III. a prince celebrated by the ecclefia'ftic ''*" ^''« 
writers, on account of the letters which he is fuppofed to 
have written to our Saviour (T). 

Abgarus IV. the fon of the above mentioned prince, Abga^m 
reigned in the time of the emperor Claudius, and joined //. 
C. Caf&us, governor of Syria, who had been ordered by 
that emperor to place Meherdates on the throne of Par- 
thia. When Meherdates arrived at Edeila, Abgarus, who 
had been gained over' by the t^arthians, detained him 
there, under various pretences, till the enemy had drawn 
together their forces ; and, in the heat of the engage- 
ment,^ abandoning the Romans, with the king of the 
Adiab^nians, occafioned the defeat of their army *. The Abgarus 
next prince of Edefia we find mentioned in hiftory, is, that ^* 
Abgarus, who was contemporary with the emperor Tra- 
jan, to whom he fent, during the war he waged with the 
Parthians, twa hundred and fifty fine horfes, a great many 
complete fuits of armour^ and fixty tboufand javelins. 
Trajan accepted of three breaft-plates only, and declared 
Abgarus a friend and ally of the Roman people. He was 
fucceeded by his fon Arbandes, who was highly favoured Arhandes, 
by Trajan. Abgarus VI. the fon of Arbandes, is men- Abgarus 
tioned by Capitolinus in his life of Antonius Pius, and by ^^* 
Epiphanius, who calls him a molt pious prince. Another 
prince of the fame name reigned at EdefTa, in the time of 
Che emperor Severus, afBfted him in the wars he waged in 
the Eaft, and attended him to Rome, \frhere he was, by 
the emperor's order, received and entertained with the ut- . 
moil pomp and fplendor ^ Hs was afterwards fufpe£ied» 
by Caracalla, of holding a correfpondence with the eno^ 
mies of Rome, and being fummoned to juftify himfelf be^ 
fore the emperor, be was, by his order, confined, and his 
kingdom reduced to a Roman province K 

* Eofcb. Hift.Ecclef, lib. i. cap. 15. « Tacit, lib. *i?. 

^ Spartian. in Severo. 6 Dio, & Zonar. in Caracalla & He- 

liogabalo. Spartian. abi ft»pra. Herodian; lib. iii. 

(T) Whether thofe letters occafioned among the learned, 

were genuine or forged, it is may confult Cafaubon, Gretfe- 

foreign to our purpofe to en- tus,. Tillemont, Du Pin, and 

quire: thofe who are defirous father Alexander ; all of whorti 

of being acquainted with the have treated on this fubje<9:, 
controverfy which they have 

SECT. 
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SECT. VIII. 

Of the Kingdom of Emefa. 

lyM E S A, Emifa, or Emifla, was a city of Syria, placed 
*-^ by moft of the ancient geographers on the Orontesf, 
between Apamea and Laodicea Cabiofa. This city one 
Sampficeramus, an Arabian, feized during the troubles of 
Syria ; and, affuming the title of king, held Emefa, and 
-its fmall territory, without the leaft difturbance from the 
Seleucidae, who had other more important wars on their 
hands »»(U). 

He left two fons, lamblichus and Alexander. The 
former fucceeded his father, and, as he was greatly at- 
tached to the Romans, acquainted Cicero, while he go- 
verned Ciliciajn quality of proconful, with the motions 
and defigns of the Parthians, who, under the conduQ of 
Pacorusj^ their king, were preparing to invade Syria. In 
the civil wars of Rome, he fided firft with Csefar againft 
Pompey, and afterwards with Antony againft Odiavianus. 
After tne viftory gained by the latter at Adium, Antony, 
apprehending that he defigned to follow the example of 
the neighbouring princes, who had all declared for the 
conqueror, got him into his power, and, upon that bare 
fufpicion, caufed him to be put to a moft cruel death *. 
He is ftyled by Strabo, the petty king of the Emefeni ; by 
Jofephus, a petty prince of Arabia ; and by Dio, prince 
of the Arabians. 

Upon his death the kingdom Was, by Antony, beftowed 
on his brother Alexander, who, continuing faithful to his 
benefaftor in his greateft diftrefs, was taken prifoner by 
Oftavianus, and not only deprived of his kingdom, but car» 
ried in triumph, and afterwards put to death ^. His fon, 
lamblichus II. was received into favour by 0£tavianusf, 
and by him reftored to his father's kingdom, after he had 

b Strab. lib. xvi. i Strabo» ibid. Jofeph. Antlq. 

lib. xiv. cap. 1 3. Dioo, lib. 1. Cic. Epift. ad Fam. lib. xv. Epift. 1. 
k Dio, lib. Ji 

(U) Sampficeramus 5s often Cicero, under that difguifc, 
mentioned by Cicero, in his meant Pompey, who had over- 
letters to Atticus(i). But conae Sarapficeramys* 
Nizolius is of opinion, that 



(i)Cic. ad Attic, lib. 11, Epift, 14> i6| i;^^^^. 



lived 
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Itved fome time in barrifliment. Many years after him 
reigned Sampficeramus II. whom fome writers confider 
as his grandfon. He is mentioned by Jofephus, who 
ftyies him king of the Emefeni '. He waa fucceeded by Azizus 
his fon Azizus, who, falling in love with DrufiUa, the 
fitter of Agrippa Minor, embraced the Jewiih religion, in 
order to marry that princefs ". His filler Jotape was mar- 
ried to Ariftobulus, the brother of Agrippa the Great. 
Azizus is the laft king of Emefa we find mentioned in 
hiftory. Thi^ fmall kingdom was perhaps feized by the 
Arabians; for, fome years after, we find it pofleffed by 
the ituraeans. The emperor Heliogabalus was a native of 
the city of £mefa« ^ 

SECT. IX. 

Of the Kingdom of Adiabene. 

A S we have defcribed elfewhere the province of Adia- • AdMim^ 
*^ bene, which was the richeft 'and mod fruitful of all 
Affyria, we ftiall in this place only give a fuccinfl: ac- 
count of the kings, who, taking advantage of the dif- 
turbances that reigned among the Seleucidse, erefted here 
a new kingdom, and held it in oppofition to the Syrian 
kings, till th^ were e^tpelled by the power of the Roman 
emperors. The firft king we find mentioned in hiftory, Kings* 
reigned in the time of the Mithridatic war, and joined 
TRgranes againft LucuUus, as we read in Plutarch, though 
that author does not acquaint us with his name ". Many 
years after, that is, in the reign of the emperor Claudius, 
one Monobazus, called alfo Bazeos, ruled over the Adia- Monoba* 
benians. .This prince, being enamoured with his fifter **'• 
Helena, married, and had by her two fons, named, Mo- 
nobazus and Izates. He had feVeral children by other 
>«rives 5 but, as he favoured Izates above all the reft, this 
preference raifed no'fmall jealoufy'in his other fons, efpe- 
ciajly in Monobazus, the eldeft. To prevent the evil 
confequences which his partiality might occafion in his 
family, he fent Izates to be educated by one Abemerigus, 
lord or king of a rich country in that neighbourhood, 
Abemerigus, who then tefided at a place called Spafinusj 
educated him with great care, and gave him his daughter 
Samacha in marriage, and with her a rich and fruitful 
country, by way of dowry. In the mean time Monabazus, 

1 Jofcph, Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 7, Sc lib. xix. cap. 7. m Zonar, ' 
torn. i« B Plut. in Lucull. 

being 
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being ftncken in years, and defirous to fee his favourite 
child before; his death, fent for Izates, and receiving him 
'with great tendernefs, beftowed upon him the country of 
Cxroi^ which abounded with odoriferous plants, and was 
famous, on account of the reniains of Noah's ark. In 
this country Izates remained till his father's death, when 
his mother Helena, calling together the chief lords of the 
kingdom, told them, that the deceafed king had, by his 
**''^'* laft will, appointed Izates to reign after his death, as the 
moft worthy of all his children ; but that (he bac^ not 
thought proper to acquaint him with this mark of dif- 
tindion, till the honour, to which he had been deftined 
by his father, fhould be confirmed by the unanimous con- 
fent of his fubjefts. The nobles, proftrating themfelves 
on the ground before the queen, accoi-dlng to the cuftom 
of the country, declared, that they approved the king's 
cleftion, and were ready, not only to obey Izates, who 
had been defervedly preferred to his brothers, but to 
put them all to death, that he might enjoy the king- 
dom without difturbance. The queen thanked them for 
their zeal, but at the fame time defired them to forbear 
fhedding the blood of any of the royal family, till the 
will of their new fovereign (hould be known. They then 
entreated the queen to confine at leaft the young prince 
till jthe king's arrival, and in the mean time to appoint one 
to govern in his name. Helena readily complied with 
their requeft, and named her eldeft fra, Monobazus, guar- 
dian of the kingdom during his brother's abfenqc, placing 
with her own hand the diadem on his head, and delivcrr 
ing to him his father's feal, with the fobe, called by the 
Adiabenians, S^mpfera, /Izates, being acquainted witi 
his father's death, and the zeal bis new liibjecis had (hewa 
for him, haftened to his kingdom, where he was received 
with great rejoicings, and Aet by hia brother Monobazus, 
who, on his arrival, refigned to him the diadem^ and 
other enfigns of royalty. 

While Izates was at the court of Abemerigus, he had 

i been inftrufted in the Jewifh religion by one Ananias, 

who, at his requeft, had attended him into the kingdom 

of Adiabene, and continued with him in the province of 

Caeron. 

In his reign Artabanus, king of the Parthians, being 
expelled by his rebellious fubjefts, had recourfe to him, 
and was not only kindly received at his court, and treated 
like a king, but, by his good oflices, reftored to the 
crown s in acknowlegement of which kindnefs; Artabanus 

yielded 
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ylelited to faim the fxaitful province of Nifibis^ which he 
Lad lately taken from the king of Armenia. Upon the 
death of ArtabanuSy a civil war breaking out in Farthia 
between Gotarzes and Meherdates, Izates pretended to 
favour the latter, whoie claim was fupported by the em- 
peror Claudius, but maintained the whole time a private 
correfpondence with the former, and joined him at lad 
with all his forces ; a juai£lion which brought oh the ruin 
of Meherdates^, as we fliall have occafion to relate in the 
Hiilory of Farthia. 

Monobazus, the king's elder* brother, and the other 
princes of the royal family, finding that Izates had been 
attended with wonderful fuccefs, fays Jofephus p, in all 
his undertakings, ever Once the change of his religion, 
refolved to follow his example ; a refolution which fo of- Hisfuhjeffi 
fended the chief lords of tne kingdom, that, entering confpirea^ 
into a confpiracy againft their prince, who had firft intro* g^i^fi him^ 
duced the Jewifh religion aniong them, they wrote pri- ^^^y^^*!i 
vately to Abias, king of Arabia. They promifed him Jr^l^^i 
great fums of money, on condition he would ailifl them 
in driving Izates from the throne ; affuring him, that they 
were all refolved to forfake him, and deliver him up to 
the firft that (hould invade his dominions. In confe- 
quence of this intimation, Abias, having drawn together 
a confiderable army, entered the kingdom of Adiabene^ 
where he was met by Izates : a battle enfuing, the 
Adiabeniansj at the firft onfet, fled, as if they had been 
feized with a panic, and retired in great diforder to their 
camp. The king, feeing himfelf abandoned by his 
troops, retired with them ; and having found, on examin- 
ing the caufe of fo fudden a flight, that the private men 
had only followed the exarnple of their leaders, he 
caufed the chief confpirators to be immediately put to 
death \ and marching out next day with the reft, fell un- nvho is dt* 
expe£ledly upon the enemy, and gained a complete vie- fiatedh^ 
tory. The king of Arabia being clofely purfued by the ^«^^''« 
Adiabenians, fheltered himfelf in the fortrefs of Arfum, 
which Izates immediately befieged, and aflfaulted with 
fuch vigour, that it was foon obliged to furrender. He 
found there an immenfe booty, and great quantities of 
provifions ; but Abias, by a voluntary death, efcaped 
captivity. 

The confpirators, though difappointed, ftill perGfted in 
their former refolution ot getting rid, with the firft op«* 

• Tacitus, Annal, lib. xii. p Jofeph. ibid. 

Vol. IX. I4 portunity. 
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portunity^ of a king who endeavoured to abolifli their an** 
*fhey recur cient religion, and introduce a ftrange law. They there- 
torologffes, fQ^g Y^^^ recourfe to Vologefes, king of the Partbians, 
Farthia.^ entreating him to affifl; them in dethroning Izates, and to 
give them a king of the race of th«2 Arfacidse, fince they 
could not live under a prince, who countenanced a reli- 
gion difTering from that of his owli country. Upon this 
invitation, Vologefes marched with an army againft Iza- 
tes, who, finding himfelf unable to oppofe fo powerful 
an en^my with his own ilrength, Ihad recourfe to prayers, 
befeeching the Almighty to exert his power in the de- 
fence of one, who put all his confidence in him. He 
had fcarce ended his prayer, when news were brought 
him, that Vologefes,' who had encamped over-againft him 
On' the other fide of the river, which parted Adiabene 
from Media, was retired in great hafte and confufion, 
upon. certain advice, that the Dahae and Sacae, taking ad- 
vantage of his abfence, had invaded Parthia, committing 
l%aus dili" moft dreadful ravages ^. Izates, being thus delivered, by 
''^f^'il^^T ^^^ proteftion of heaven, from the imminent danger he 
tntd'tn'va* ^^^ ^"^ ^^ ^^^^g ^^^ his life and his kingdom, fpent the 
^«. remainder of his days in peace and tranquillity, and died 

in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty-fourth of his 
reign. He had by his wife Samacha or Samaco, tbe 
daughter of Abemerigus, five fons, who were all brought 
up under their grandmother Helena at Jerufalem, and 
there taught both the Jewifli language and religion (W). 

Mono- 
q Jofeph. Antiiq. lib. xx. cap. s. 



: (W) They were in that cifjr 
while it was befieged by Ti- 
tus, who generouily pardoned 
them, and carried them with 
him to Rome, where they re- 
mained as hoftages(i). He- 
lena, who was both mother 
and aunt to Izates, and a zea- 
lous profelyte to the Jewifh 
religion, no fooner faw her fa- 
Yourite fon fettled on the 
throne, than (he undertook a 
journey to Jerufalem, being 
dcfirous to vifit the holy city, 
and offer facrifices of thankf- 
giung in the temple, which. 



was fo renowned over all the 
world.^ Izates not only fup-- 
plied her with all things that 
were neceflary for her journey, 
in a royal and magnificent man- 
ner, and with large fums of 
money, but attended her in 
pf.rfon great part of the way. 
On her arrival at Jerufalem, 
fhe way received by the prieftft 
and chief men of the natioo^ 
in a manner fuitable to her 
rank,' ' and entertained with 
great fplendor and magnifi- 
cence ; but foon after the city 
being moft grievoufly oppreil^ 



(i) Idem, de Belli. Jud.lib. vii. cap. 13. 



ed 
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Monobazus, who fucceeded his brother IzateSj fent 
tiis body, with that of his mother Helena, to be depofited 
in the magnificent monument, which (he had crefied 
with three lofty pyramids, about thirec furlongs from the 
city of Jerufalem '. 

Though Izatcs had fevefal children, yet, by his laft Monohazus 
will, he bequeathed the crown to his brother Monohazus, 
rewarding him for the great care, and indefatigable fide- 
lity with which he had governed the kingdom during his 
abfence, and the entire fubmiffion he had (hewn hira^ 
though a younger brother, the whole time of his reign.* 
But as to the anairs of this kingdom, there is a profound 
filence among authors, from the death of Izates, who 
was contemporary with the emperor Claudius, to the 
reign of Trajan, when one Mebarfapes ruled there, and Mebar* 
joined Chofroes, king of the Perfians, againft the Romans. i^P^*» 
That war proving unfuccefsful, he was driven from the .| 
throne, and obliged to ihelter himfelf in the dominions 
of Manus, king of Arabia, who attempted to reftore him 
to his kingdom ; but as the ftrong caftle of Adenyftrss 
was held by a Roman garrifon, which he could never 
diflodge, he was forced to drop the enterprize, and, aban* 
doqing his friend and ally, conclude a peace with Rome •; 
We find no farther mentioti made of the Adiabenians^ 
till the reign of Sapor 11. king of Perfia, when they em- 
braced the Chriftian religion, as Sozomenus * and Nice* 
phorus inform ^ us, and were, on that account, treated 

r Jofeph. ubi fupra. • Dio, in Trajan. Sex. Ruf. in Ef^it.' 

Tbeod. Min. in Fragm. lib. Ixxv. Dtonyf. < Sozom. lib. ii« 

cap. IS. tt Nicepb. Hift* Tripar. lib. viii. cap. 3S. 

ed bv a famine, that, in all rufalem, for the relief of thrf 

likehhood, which had been afHi£led citizens (3), Thelfe 

foretold by tlie prophet Aga- pious offices, and the zealihd 

bus, as we read in the A6^s (2), (hewed for the Jewiih religiott, 

the pious queen not only re- gained her, as Jofephus in« 

fufea to be maintained at the forms us, the aiie(5tion of the 

public ezpence, but plenti* whole nation. She continued 

fully fupplied the poor of the in Jerufalem (where (he built 

city with corn from Egypt, a magnificent palace, which 

and other provifions from the was burnt by the Romans un- 

jfland of Cyprus. She like- der Titus) t;ill the death of Iza- 

frife perfuaded her. fon Izates tes, when fhe returned to Adia- 

to (end a confiderable fum of bene, and foon after died. 

money to the governor of Je- 

(s) Aas xi. 18. (3) Jof. Antiq. lib« xx. cap. 2« 

1*2 with 
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witb great cruelty by the above mentioned king^ to \vhom 
they were at that timq fubjcft. 

SECT- X. 

Of the Kingdom of Elymais. 

Jamais* p^ L Y M AI S, or, as Strabo ^ calls it, Elymatis, was a 
^ province of Pcrfia, lying between the rivers Eulaeus 
. and OroateSy extending from the confines of Media to 
the Erythraean fea, or rerfian gulf. It was formerly di- 
vided into three great diftri£ls ; namely, Mefabatene, Ga- 
bene or Gabiene, and Carbiana, and contained the fol- 

Citia* ' lowing cities ; Seleucia, in more ancient times Soloce, on 
the banks of the Hedypos or Hedypnus, which Strabo calls 
a great city ; Safirate, at a fmall diftance froih Mount 
^■, Cafyrus; Badaca, on the Eulaeus; and Elymais, the me- 
tropolis of the province^ famous for a rich temple confe- 
« crated to Diana, which Antiochus £{)iphanes attempted 
to plunder ; but was obliged, by the inhabitants, to retire 
with difgrace. We muft not confound this city with 
that of Ferfepolis, called alfo by fome writers Elymais ; 
for the city we are here fpeaking of ftood in the province 
of Elymais, and the - other in that of Perfis. The tem- 
ple ot Elymais was afterwards plundered by one of the 
Parthian kings, who found in it, as Strabo tells us, ten 
thoufand talents. lo this country there was alfo a very 
rich temple confecrated to Jupiter Belus, which^ Antio- 
chus the Great attempted tp plunder, but loft bis life in 
the attempt, as we have related in the hiftory of his 
reign. The country of Elymais was inhabited, according 
tp' Pliny*, by the following nations; the Oxii or Uxii, 
Mizsei, ParthuG, Mardi, Saitae, Hyi, Coflsei, Paraetaceni, 
and Mefiabatae. The Elymaeans were a powerful people, 
J inured to the toils of war, ftilful bowmen, and never 
fuMued either by the Syro-Macedonian, or Parthian 
Itings, but governed by their own princes. If what Stra- 
bo writes be true, we may date the rife of this kingdom 
from the downfal of the Perfian monarchy; for it is 
agreed on by all the ancients, that the Elymaeans were 
fubjc£l to the kings of Perfia ; and, if they never fubmit- 
ted to the Syrian yoke, they muft have been firft governed 
by their own princes, either in Alexander's life-time, or 

w Strabo, lib. xvi. « Plin. lib. vi. cap. tj. 

foon 
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foon after his death. Their kings are often mentioned hy 
the ancients ; but not one of them, which is fomewhat 
furprifing, named by any writer. All we know of them 
is, that they aiBfted Antiochus the Great in his wars 
with Rome 5 but afterwards cut off both him, and his 
army, in defence of their temple. The like fate would 
have attended Antiochus Epiphanes, when he attempted 
to plunder the temple of Diana, had he not, by a timely 
flight, retired into Media ^. They afterwards, under the 
conduft of their king, engaged in a war againft the Ba- 
bylonians and Sufians, in which they were affifted by the 
Coflseans, with thirteen thoufand archers *• 

S E C T. XL 

Of the Kingdom of Characene. . 

/^HARACENE was the moft fouthcrn part of Sufiana, Charaam. 
^^ a province of Perfia, lying on the Perfian Gulf, be- 
tween the Tigris and the Eulaeus. It was fo named from 
the city of Chorax, called firft Alexandria, from its founder The city §f 
Alexander the Great ; afterwards Antiochia, from Antio- ^^orax. 
chus V. king of Syria, who repaired and beautified it; and 
laftly, Chorax Spafinae, or Pafinas, that is the Mole of 
Spafines, an Arabian king of that name having fecured it 
againft the overflowing of the Tigris, by a high bank or 
mole, extending three miles> which ferved as a fence to 
all that country \ Dionyfius Periegetes, and Ifidorus, 
author of the Parthicx Manfiones, were both natives of 
this city. The fmall diftri£t of Characene was feized by Sogdona* 
Pafines, the fon of Sogdonacus, king of the the neigh- €ujy f^un^ 
bouring Arabs, during the troubles of Syria, and erefted ^^ ofthh 
into a kingdom. Lucian calls him Hyfpafines, and adds, "^f^ ** 
that he ruled over the Characeni, and the neighbouring 
people : he died in the eighty-fifth year of his age *>. 
The other kings- of this country we find mentioned by the 
ancients, are, Teraeus, who died in the ninety-fecond 
year of his age, and after him Artabazus the feventh, as 
Lucian informs us, who was driven from the throne by 
his own fubjetls, but reftored by the Parthians. And 
this is all we find in the ancients relating to the kings of 
Characene. 



r Polyh. in Excerpt. Val. p. 144. Appian. in Syriac. i Mac* 
cab. vi. ly 1, &c. > StrabOy ibid. ^ Plin. lib. vi« 

cap.s7. i> Lucian. inMacrob* 
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SECT. Xll. 

Of the Kingdom of Commagene. 

/^OMMAGENE was fubjeft to the Syrians in the time 
^ of Antiochus the Great, and left to him by the treaty 
of peace, which he concluded with Rome, after the fa- 
mous battle of Magnefia \ whence it is probable, that it 
was feized by fome of the princes of the Seleucian family, 
during their inteftine wars ; for we find no mention made 
of the kings of Commagene till Pompey's time, and the 
names of thofe, who afterwards reigned there, are entire-^ 
ly Syrian. The firft we find mentioned in hiftory, is An- 
tiochus, who, together with Darius king of Media, op- 
pofed Pompey as he entered Syria, after the defeat of 
Tigranes ; but, being overcome in battle, he fubmitted 
to the conqueror, and was, for his fubmifiion, not only 
confirmed by Pompey in his kingdom, but rewarded with 
part of Mefopotamia ^. Jn the civil war between Caefar 
and Pompey, he fent large fupplies to the latter. He af- 
terwards joined Pacorus, king of Parthia, whom Labie- 
nus had invited into Syria, and was, on that occafion, be- 
fiegcd by Ventidius, in the city of Samofatse, and obliged 
to purchafe a peace of Marc Antony with three hundred 
talents. In the reign of Auguftus, a difpute arifing be-^ 
tween him and his brother Mithridates, he caufed the am- 
baffador, whom his brother had fent to plead his caufe 
at Rome, to be treacheroufly affaffinated. Whereupon 
he was fummoned to appear before the fenate, and, being 
by that body found guilty of the murder laid to hi^ 
charge, he was, by the emperor's order, put to death *. 

He was fucceeded by Mithridates, on whom Auguf- 
tus beftowed the kingdom of Commagene, though no 
way related to the deceafed king, as a reward for his 
fervices during the war with Antony and Cleopatra. Mi- 
thridates, the king's brother, was excluded from the 
throne, for having fided with Antony. Upon the death 
of Mithridates, Auguftus fufFered Antiochus IF. the fon 
of Antiochus I. to take poffeffion of his father's kingdom. 
He died in the reign of Tiberius. tJpon his death great 
difturbances arifmg between the nobles and the people, 
the latter demanding a king, and the former defiring to 
be governed by a magiftrate fent them froiri Rome, Ti- 

^ Jofeph. Antic}. lib< ii. Orof. lib. vi. d Dio, lib. lii. p. 495. 

berius 
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benus complied with the request of the nobles, and ap- 
pointed Q. Servapusi to govern Commagene in quality of 
praetor *. But Cali;gula reftored the kingdom of Comma- Antiochuf 
gene to Antiochus, the fon of Antiochus II. adding to it ^^^• 
the maritime parts of Cilicia. He defeated the Cilician^, 
who refufed to ackiaowlege him for their king, and took 
Trofobor their ringleader prifoner. He affiftcd Vefpa- 
fian againft Vitellius, and ferved under Titus at the (iege 
of Jerufalem ; but being afterwards fufpe£^ed of holding 
a private corfefpondence with the Parthians, he was 
taken prifoner hj Cefennius, and fent in chains to the 
emperor Vefoafiari, who banifhed him to Lacedaemon, but 
afterwards lufFercd him to lead a private life at Rome. 
Antiochus left two fons, Antiochus and Callinicus \ and Antiochus 
one daughter, n^med Jotape. Antiochus, furnamed Epi- '^« 
phanes, ferved under Otho againft Vitellius, and under 
Vefpaiian in his war with the Jews, and diftinguiihed 
himfelf at the 6ege of Jerufalem. Callinicus is men- 
tioned by Jofephus S ^bo tells us, that his iifter Jotape 
was married to Alexander, king of Lefis, in Cilicia. But 
Vefpafian, having reduced Commagene to the form of a 
. Roman province, would not allow any of the fons of An- 
tiochus to fucceed him. This country was afterwards 
made part of the province called Auguftophratenfis, or, 
as Ammianus has it, Euphratenfis, and was commonly 
]cnown by the name of Euphrate&a. 

SECT. xni. 

I 

Of the Kingdom of Chalcidene. 

/^HALCIDENE, one of the moil fruitful provinces of Chalddmg. 
^^ Syria, was feized by Ptolemy the fon^ of Mennaeus, 
during the troubles of Syria, and by him made a feparate K$9gi. 
kingdom. Ptolemy himfelf is ftyled, by Jofephus « and Ptolemy. 
Hegefippus ^, only prince of Chalcis ; but his fon Lyfa- 
nias is honoured, both by Jofephus * and Dio, with the 
title of king. Upon the death of Antiochus Dionyfiusj 
king of Syria, Ptolemy attempted to make himfelf maf- 
ter of Damafcus, and all Coelefyria ; but the inhabitants, 
having an utter averfion to him, on account of his cruelty 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. ii. Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. 3. 
f Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. lib. vii. cap 27. g Jofeph. Antiq« 

lib. xiv. cap. 13. ^ Hegefip. lib. i. cap. S4, ^ JoJepb. 

de BcU. Jud. lib. L cap. 17. 

L 4 and ^ 
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and wickednefs, cbofe rather to fubmit to Aretas, king of 
Arabia^ by whom Antiochus and his whole army had 
been cut oiF. He oppofed Pompcy, on his entering Sy- 
ria ; but was by him defeated, taken prifoner, and fen- 
tenced to, death ; which^ however, he efcaped by paying 
a thoufand talents, and was. left alfo in the pofieffiop 
of his kingdom. After Ariftobulus king of Judaea had 
. been poifoned by the friends of Pompey, and Alexander 
his fon beheaded at Antioch, he fent Fbilippion his foa to 
Afcalon, whither the widow of Ariftobulus had retired 
with her other children, to bring them all to Chalcis, 
propoGng, as he was in love with one of the daughters^ 
named Alexandria, to maintain them in his own king- 
dom^ in a manner fuitable to their rank : but Philippion 
like wife being in love with Alexandria, married her on 
the way ; for which prefumption Ptolemy put him to 
death on his return, and then took her to wife. On ac- 
count of this affinity, he fupported, to the utmoft of his 
power, Antigonus, the younger fon of Ariftobulus^ who 
took the field at the head of a considerable army» but, on 
his entering Judaea, was entirely defeated by Herod. 
Ptolemy foon after died, and was fucceeded by his fon 
l^fanlai. Lyfanias, who,, efpoufing the caufe of the Afmonaan fa- 
mily with great warmth; promifed to Barzaphames, who 
commanded the Parthian troops in Syria, and to Pacorus, 
the king's fon, a thoufand talents, and five hundred womeo^ 
provided they Ihould put Antigonus in poffeflion of the 
kingdom of Judaea, and depofed Hyrcanus K He was not 
long after put to death by Marc Antony, at the inftigation 
of Cleopatra, who, in Qrder to have his dominions, ac- 

cufed him falfly of having entered into an alliance with 
the Parthians. 

Thus far we have been able to record the conquefts of 
Alexander the Great, and the feveral kingdoms which 
fprung up on the downfal of the Macedonian empirci 
from their rife to their being fubdued by the Romans. 

<■ Jofeph. de Bell. Jiid. lib. i. cap. ii. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

T'Ae Hijiory of the Parthians, from Arfaces to 
the Recovery of the Kingdom by the Perfans. 

THE ancient geographers enumerate a great many 
cities in Parthia ; but thofe of mod note were, AncUm 
Calliope, lilatis, Europum or Arface, Apamea, Herac- Mes. 
• lea, Crenonia, Charax, Artacana, Afpa> Marriche, Rha- 
gsea, and Hecatompylos. The latter was the metropolis Hecatom*^ 
of Parthia, and the place where the firft kings of that pjlos. 
country refided ; for after they had made themfelves maf- 
ters of Affyria, they abandoned Hecatompylos, palling 
the winter at Ctefiphon, and the fummer at Ecbatan, or 
in Hyrcania. The city of Ctefiphon ftood on the Tigris, Ci$fipkm. 
a little below Seleucia, and on the oppofite bank, in the 
province of Chalonitis, which was the moft foutherly of 
all Aflyria.^ This city was founded, according to Ammi- 
anus Marcellinus ^ by Vardanes, and adorned and forti- 
fied by Pacorus. Who Vardanes was, we know not \ 
but Vaiefius takes Pacorus, here mentioned, to have been 
the fon of Orodes, whom Ventidius defeated. Polybius "*, 
Tacitus, Herodian ", and Strabo % fpeak of Ctefiphon 
as the metropolis of the whole Parthian empire \ whereas 
Hecatompylos was only the metropolis of Parthia properly 
fo called, but, neverthelefs, a place of great note, and 
about nine miles in compafs. It had a hundred gates^ 
whence it borrowed the name of Hecatompylos, as Po- 
lybius informs us i*. Moft of our modern travellers are of 
opinion, that it ftood on the very fpot where the prefent 
city of Ifpahan ftands. Parthia is, at prefent, known by 
the name of Arach, or Erach, and may be called the royal 
province of Perfia, fince the king always refides in iL • 
The chief cities it contains, at prefent, are, Cafbin or i/i^^^g 
Cafwin, built on the ruins of the ancient Arface, Sawa cititu 
or Sava, Kom, Hamadan, Kafhan, and Ifpahan. 

The air of Parthia was anciently, and is ftill, very clear 
and healthy ; but the foil barren, and not affording pro- 
vifions fuincient to maintain the inhabitants, who were 
once very numerous, and therefore obliged to tranfplant 
themfelves into other countries. UpoQ the death of 

1 Ammian. Marcel, lib. xxiii. cap. ao. » Polyb lib ir, 

cap. 45. B Herodian. lib. iii. cap. 9. * Strabo, lib. 

xvi. p. 51 1. p Polyb. lib. k. cap. ^5. 

Alexander 
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Alexander the Great, it was almoft entirely negleded» 
and left as an appendage to Media, that princess com- 
manders declining the government of fo poor and barren 
2 province (Y). 

Xhofe Parthians who are fo famous in hiftory, were^ 
doubtlefs, originally Scythians, driven out of their own 
country, and obliged to fettle in this barren and inhofpi- 
table region. They called themfelves, on their firft fet* 
' tling here, Parthians \ that is, in the old Scythian lan- 
guage, exiles ; and hence came the name of Parthia. 
thmnerst The Parthians were a courageous and warlike people* 
atfiomSf not undefervedly efteemed the beft horfemen and. archers 
&cr of the jjj ^jjg world. They were accuftomed, from their infancy* 
taruuaMf. ^^^^ DionyGus ^, to the warlike and manly exercifes of 
managing a horfe, and handling a bow ; and in both ex* 
celled all other nations. They had an art, or method* 
peculiar to themfelves, of difcharging their arrows with 
incredible addrefs, dexterity, and order, while they were 
retiring full fpeed ; which method gained them manv vic- 
tories, and rendered their retreat lar more formidaole to 
the enemy than their attack. To thefe exercifes of horfe- 
manfhip and archery, the air and country greatly contri- 
buted ; for the dry air, as Dio obferves, feafoned their 
bows, and their large plains afforded them fufficient room 
for training their horfes. From the age of twenty to fifty* 
. they were all, without exception, obliged to ferve in war* 
to attend the mufters, learn the military exercifes, and be 
ready, at a very fhort warning, to take the field ^ Per- 
fons of any rank or diftin£fcion among them never ap- 
peared in public on foot, but always on horfeback, armed 
with fcimiters *. In war they did not ufe trumpets* like 
other nations, but large hollow vefTels of brafs, covered 
with ikins, fiich as our kettle-drums, which, being beat 

1 Dionyf. in "Poem, dc Situ Orb. » Strabo» lib. xv, • JuC- 
tin. lib. xii. 

(Y) We muft not here con- was a of a vaft extent, being 
found Parthia, or, as others bounded on the eafl by the 
call it, Parthyaea and Perthye- Indus, on the weft by the Ti- 
ne, with what the ancients un- gris, on the fouth by the Red 
derftand by the Parthian em- Sea, and on the north by 
' pire. The former was com- Mount Caucafus (i) ; fo that 
prifefi within the narrow it comprehended Arslchofia^ 
bounds which we have before Parthia, Aflyria, Perfis, and 



defcribed; whereas the latter Media, 

(i) Vide Orof. lib.i. cap. ^, 
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With hammerS) yielded a very warlike found ^ They are 
faid to have been very abftemious in their diet **, their 
country not affording any fuperfluities ; but, at the fame 
time, to have been great lovers of wine, and much ad- 
di£ted to all manner of lewdnefs, not refpedling even 
their lifters or mothers, whom they were allowed to'' mar- 
ry, and as many wives befides as they pleafed, nothing 
being deemed more honourable among them than to have 
a numerous iflue ^. They entirely neglefted agriculture, 
navigation, trade, and all other employments, being en- 
gaged in learning the arts of war, which alone were of 
any repute among them *. 

Their religion was much the fame with that of the Vtt^ ReUgicu. 
fians. They believed, that thofe who fell in battle enjoy- 
ed a perpetual and uninterrupted happinefs ; a doftrine 
well fuited to the genius of a warlike nation : and in moft 
other points of religion they entirely agreed with the Per- 
fians^ of whofe religion we have treated at large, in the 
hiftory of PerCa. They were moft religious obfervers of 
their promifes, thinking it highly diftionourable not to 
perform their engagements, or to deceive thofe who had 
trufted to their affurance ^. 

As to their government, it was monarchical, and abfo- Govern" 
lute in the higheft degree. They treated their fubje£ts * as »^«^« 
the meaneft of flaves, and fcarce as men, while they put 
themfelves on a level with the immortal gods. Their 
ufual title was, ** The king of kings, the great monarch, 
the brother of the fun and moon." Thefe haughty titles 
they not only affumed, in all the laws antd edifts they 
ena£ledi but in their letters to other princes (Z). Their 

* Plut. in Craflb. » Juftin. lib. xii. cap. j, & 9- ^ Agath. 
Jib. ii. Philo de Special. Lcgib. p. 778 Terti:!. in Apologet. 
» Dionyf. ubi fupra. y Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. ult. 

^ Herod ian. lib. iv. cap. 3* 

(Z) Thus Vologefes II. in ing the Parthian the titles he 

writing to the emperor Vefpa- had aflumed, but defpifing 

fian, ufcd the following fuppr- them himfelf. The fame 

fcription : ** Arfaces, king of haughty flyle Phraates II, 

kings, to the emperor Flavius ufed in writing to Auguftus ; 



Vefpafian.** * The emperor 
could not help fmiling when he 
read it; and, to (hew how little 
he valued fuch pompous and 
High-founding titles, he an- 
iwered htm m his own flrain 
Cbu8 : ** Flavius Vefpafian, to 
Arfaces, king of kings j'* giv- 



and Phraates III. fent am- 
baiTadors to Pompey, on pur- 
pofe to expoftulate with him, 
for omitting, in his letter to 
him, the title of king of 
kings, and giving him only 
that of king. 

whole 



156 The Hi/lory of the Parthians. 

whole condufi: was anfwerable to the fublime and lofty 
titles they aflumed ; for, not fatisfied with the refped 
paid to other crowned heads, they obliged all thofe whom 
they voiichfafed to fee, to kifs the threfliold, on their firft 
entering the royal palace ; to proftrate themfelves before 
them, with their faces on the ground ; and acknowlegc 
their majcfty with fome offering. 

We cannot give a particular account of the (late of Tar- 
thia before Arfaccs I. They were firft fubjeft to the 
Medes, afterwards to the Perfians, and laftly, to Alezan- 
der the Great, upon whofe death Parthia fell to the (hare 
of Seleucus Nicator, whofe fucccifors held it till the reign 
of Antiochu&Theus, when Arfaces, (baking off the Ma- 
cedonian yoke, founded a new kingdom, which became 
by far the moft powerful in the Eaft. 
Yr. of Fl. Arfaces I. the founder of the Parthian monarchy, was, 
«o48. according to fome writers, of the race of the Achxme- 
Ante Chr. ni^gg . according to others, by birth a Parthian. Strabo * 
^^^' fays, that he was king of the Dahae, before the revolt rf 
j[iigggff Parthia ; and Georgius Syncellus affirms, that he was a 
Parthia, nobleman of Badria. We have related, in the hiftory of 
Arfacis L Syria, on what provocation he folicited the Parthians to 
revolt from Antiochus Theus \ and what fuccefs attended 
him in his wars with Seleucus Callinicus, the fon and 
fucceflbr of Antiochus Theus, whom he not only defeated, 
but took prifoner, and from that time affumed the title 
of king, having founded, and, by that vidlory, firmly 
eftablifhed, an empire in the Eaft, which counterbalanced 
the overgrown power of the Romans in the Weft. He 
reduced Hyrcania, and fome other neighbouring pro- 
vinces ; and was, at laft, killed in a battle againft Aria- 
rathes IV. kine of Cappadocia*. From him all his fuc- 
ceflbrs of the tame race took the name of Arfaces. 
ArfaeaJL He was fucceeded by his fon Arfaces, who, entering 
Media, made himfelf mafter of that country, while An- 
tiochus the Great was engaged in a war with Ptolemy 
Euergetes, king of Egypt ; but Antiochus was no fooner 
difengaged from that war, than he marched againft Ar- 
faces, drove him out of Media, and obliged him to -rctift 
into Hyrcania, whence he fooa after retifrned with a 
powerful army. With thefe he put a ftop to Antlochus's 
progrefs : the Syrian gave ear to the overtures made him 
ifor putting an end to fo troublefome a war ; xand, by 
treaty, it was agreed, that Arfaces fliould hold Parthia 

a Juftin. lib, xli. csp. 5, &c, . 

and 
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and Hyrcania, on condition of affifting Antiochus to re- 
cover the other provinces which had revolted **. 

Priapatius, the fon of Arfaces II. fucceeded his father ; Priapaiins* 
but all we know of him is, that he reigned fifteen years, 
and left three fons, Phraates, Mithridates, and Arta- 
banus. The crown he bequeathed to Phraates, his elded Phraaiiu 
fon, who overcame the Mardi, one of the moft warlike 
nations of the Eaft, never conquered before the reign of 
Alexander, who with difEcuity reduced them, as well as 
the other nations inhabiting Media ^. Phraates had a 
numerous iilue ; but he left the crown to his brother MI- Mithru 
thridates, on account of his extraordinary merit. He re- datt4 L 
duced the countries of the Baflrians, Perfians, Medes^ 
£lymsean$> and over-ran, in a manner, all the Eaft, ex- 
tending his dominions into India, beyond the boundaries 
of Alexander's conquefts. Demetrius Nicator, who then 
reigned in Syria, endeavoured to recover the provinces of 
the Eaft which Mithridates had fubdued ; but his army 
was entirely cut off, and himfelf tak^n prifoner. After 
this viSory Mithridates got pofleffion of Babylonia and 
Mefopotamia ; fo that he was now mafter of all'^he pro- 
vinces lying between the Euphrates on tne weft, and the 
Ganges on the eaft**. He entertained his royal captive 
with great humanity, allowed him a maintenance fuitable 
to his rank, and, fending him into Hyrcania to refide 
there, gave him Rhodagune, pne of his fifters, in mar- 
riage. However, he kept him ftill in captivity, though 
with as much freedom as was confiftent with tne ftate of 
a captive; and, at his dettth, which happened in the 
thirty-feventh year of his reign, left him, in this condi- 
tion, to his fon Phraates, who fucceeded him in the 
kingdom (A). pj^^^^ 

b Juftin. lib. xli. cap. 5, &c. ^ Idem. ibid. ^ Orof. 

lib. V. cap. 4. 

(A) The reign of Mithri- ing either fubdued, or obliged 

dates is looked upon by au- to' enter into an alliance with 

cbors as the epoch of the Par- him, upon his own terms* He 

Chian grandeur ; for, under was a prince of great courage 

jiim, that empire was by far and reflation, and, at the 

^he mofl powerful and exten- fame time, had a fweetnefy of 

five in the Eafl ; all the coun- temper which rendered him 

cries that lie between the £u- amiable to all who approached 

plirates and Mount Caucafus him. As he conquered many 

receiving law from him, and nations, he is faid to have care- 

snofl of the princes of Alia be« fully examined their various 

con- 
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Phraates II, had fcarce taken poflei&on of the throne^ 
when Antiochus Sidetes, king of Syria, marched againft 
him, at the head of a numerous army, under pretence of 
delivering his brother Demetrius, who was ftill kept in 
captivity. Phraates was overcome in three fucceflivc 
battles, deprived of Mefopotamia, Babylonia, and all the 
other countries which his father had reduced, and con- 
fined within the narrow limits of the firft Parthian king- 
dom. However, he had the good fortune, at laft, to re- 
trieve his affairs, and cut off Antiochus, with his whole 
army, in the manner we have related at large in the hit* 
tory of Syria. Phraates, fluflied with this viftory, re- 
folved to invade Syria ; but while he was making the ne- 
ceflary preparations for this enterprize, he found himfelf 
engaged in a war near home with the Scythians, his neigh- 
bours. He had called them to his ai&flance againft An- 
tiochus ; but that prince being overcome, and his army en* 
tirely defeated, before their arrival, he refufed to pay them 
the fum which had been promifed. Hereupon the Scythians, 
falling upon the country which they were come to defend, 
committed every* where moft dreadful ravages®. Phra- 
ates having thus drawn upon himfelf a war with the 
Scythians, in order to ftrengthen his army againft fo brave 
and powerful an enemy, took into his fervice all the Greek 
mercenaries, who, having followed Antiochus, king of 
Syria, in his Parthian expedition, . had been taken pri- 
foners, in the late overthrow . of that prince. As thefe 
Greeks had been treated by the Parthians with great 
haughtinefs and cruelty during their captivity, they rc- 
folved to be revenged on them ; and, accordingly, in the 
firft engagement, they went all in a body over to the Scy- 
thians ; and, in conjunflion with them, falling upon the 
Parthians, cut their army to pieces, killed their king, 
and laid wafte his dominions. After this event both the 
Greeks and Scythians returned to their own countries; 
and, on their departure, Artabanus, the third fon of 
Pamparius, and uncle to the deceafed king, took pofle^ 
Con of the crown, which he held a very Abort time, beitig 

« Juftin. lib. xHi. cap. i. 



conditutions, and, out of the 
whole coUe6tion, to have form- 
ed a body of excellent laws for 
(he regulation of his empire ; 



fothat he was both a 
warrior and a wife laW- 

(0' 



(i) Diodor. Sic. in Excerpt. Valefii, p. 361. 



killed, 
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Killed, a few days after, in battle, by the Thogarians, 
another nation of the Scythian race. 

Artabanus was fucceeded by his fon Pacorusl. who, PacormL 
hearing of the great exploits of .the Romans, fent ambaf- enters hte 
(adors to Sylla, who was then in Cappadocia, to defire ^^fjjfonce 
the friendftip and alliance of fo powerful a people. The ^ ' '^' 
Parthians, though the mod warlike and wealthy nation 
in Afia, were, at that time, fcarce known at Rome. 
Sylla, therefore, was overjoyed to hear, that their king 
had refolved to' fend ambaffadors to him ; and looked upon 
it as one of the mod fortunate occurrences of his life, 
that he fliould be the firft Roman to whom fo great and 
gallant a nation applied for an alliance with the people of • 
Rome. He was then only praetor, and had been fent by 
flie fenate to reftore Ariobarzanes, king of Cappadocia^ 
to thc'thfOne, when<ce he had been driven by Tigranes, 
king of Armenia. However, to dazzle the eyes of the 
ambaffadors with an air of grandeur, he afFe£ied great 
, ftate in the audience he gave them ; for, in the place 
where he received them, he ordered three feats to be put, 
^nc in the middle for himfelf, that on the right hand for 
king Ariobarzanes, and the other, on the left, for Oro- 
mazes, the chief of the embafly. This compliance of the 
Parthian ambaflador coft him his life, Pacorus having 
€aufed him t6 be beheaded on his •return, for debafing the 
majefty of the Parthian monarchy, by giving place to a ♦ 
Roman pttetor ^ However, Pacorus afterwards fent am- 
baffadors to LucuUus, to renew the alliance he had con- 
cluded with Sylla. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Phraates III. who taking' phraaut 
under his proteftion Tigranes, the fon of Tigranes the IIU 
Great, king of Armenia, gave him his daughter in mar- 
riage ; and invading Armenia, laid fiege to Artaxata, with 
2t dcfign to expel the father, and raife the fon to the 
Arone : but, on the approach of Pompey, he withdrew, 
and, by a folemn embafTy, renewed the alliance which 
Kis father had concluded, firft with SylJa, and afterwards 
^vHrith LucuUus «. He was afterwards murdered by his 
own children, Mithridates and Orodes, in the twelfth 

Zear of his reign. Upon his death, Orodes, the elder Orodes* 
rother, took pofleflion of the. throne ; but was foon ex- 
pelled by Mithridates, who, making himfelf odious to the Mit/iri- 
Parthians by his cruelties^ was, in his turn, obliged to dates IL 
sibandon the kingdom, and fhelter himfelf with Gabinius, 

^ Plut. in Sylla. Veil. Patcrc. lib. ii. cap. 14. t Dio, lib. xxxvi. 
p. a». Liv. Epit. lib. c, 

governor 
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governor of Syria. On bis flight, Orodes was replaced 
on the throne, by means of one Surenas, who, ■ next to 
the king, held the iirft poft of honour and power in the 
kingdom, and had always adhered to the intereft of 
Orodes. Gabinius was eafily prevailed upon to undert^dce 
the reftoration of Mithridates ; for being extremely ava- 
ritious, he wanted only a pretence to invade Parthia, at 
that time a wealthy nation. Accordingly he fet out on 
his march, taking Mithridates with him for his guide ; 
but, after he had pafied the Euphrates, being accofted by 
Ptolemy Auletes, king of Egypt, who offered him ten 
thoufand talents, on condition he would reftore him to 
> his kingdom, the corrupt governor, dropping his former 
enterprize, repafled the Euphrates, and marched direAly 
into Egypt, leaving Mithridates to fhift for himfelf. The 
Parthian, feeing himfelf thus abandoned by Gabinius, 
raifed what troops be could, and returning into Babylo- 
nia, feized Seleucia, where he was clofely beGeged by 
Orodes, and in a fhort time he was obliged to furrender 
todlath by *' difcretion. Orodes, confidering him as an enemy, and 
kit Mother not as a brother, caufed him to be put to death, and was 
Oiodis. himfelf an eye-witnefs of that cruel execution ^ (B). 

Orodes> by the death of his brother, became fole mafter 
of the whole Parthian empire, but did not long enjoy it 
in peace. M. Licinius Craflus had been lately created 
conful at Rome, the fecond time, with Pompey; and, in 
the partition of the provinces had obtained, in virtue of 
a law made by C. Trebonius, tiibun^ of the people, Sy* 
lia, with the neighbouring provinces. To rompey the 
two Spains were affigned, with all the provinces of Africa* 
By the Trebonian law, they were both impowered to hold 
their provinces for the fpacc of five years 5 to raifc what 
forces they (hould think proper ; and to make peace or 
war with whom they pleafed, according to their own 

judgment, without having recourfe to thefenate or peopk 

« 

ft Dio, lib. xxxix. Appian. in Parthic. p. 1341 140, 141, & in 
Syriac. p. 110. Juftin. lib. xlii. cap. 4. 
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(B) We muft not confound, 
as Juilin has done, this Mi- 
thridates with Mithridates II. 
it being plain from Plutarch, 
Dio, Florus, Xiphiiinus, and 
from the very prologue of the 
forty-fecond book of Trogus 
Pompeius, whom Juftin has 



epitomized, that Mithridates II* 
and Mfthridates the brother of 
Orodes, were two diflferent 
princes. The former, by bis 
many conquefts, and noble ex* 
ploits, acquired the fumame of 
Great ; whereas the latter SA , 
nothing worth mentioning* 

of 
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of Rome, as all other governors had ever before been 
obliged to do ^ Crafius no fooncr found himfclf veftcd j^^ if^^ 
with this power, than, prompted by his infatiable avarice, niia Crafi' 
be refolved to carry the war into Parthia, in hopes of /us rtfol^a 
enriching himfelf with the fpoils of that nation, which '• •■*^' 
was deemed very rich, as never having been fubdued by 'p^ ^J ^ 
any foreign enemy./ Some of the tribunes of the people, 
difapproving his defign of m^ing war upOn the rar- 
thians, who had entered into an alliance with Rome, and 
religioufly obferved their engagements, did all that lay in 
their power to reverfe the plebifcitum, or decree of the 
people, pafled at the inftigation of Trebonius^ who was 
now out of office (C). ^^^^^^ 

^ LW* lib. cv* Pluf. io Crailb, Pomp* tt Cat, Min« Appian. 
Bell. Civil, lib. ii. p. 437, 438. ' 

(C) Ateius Capito, one of thofe who had mod zealouflv 

the tribunes, having rouzed oppofed the conful's expedi- 

the people, by repre&nting to tion« Ateius, feeing he could 

' them how bafe and ihameiul a not prevent the departure of 

thing it was to diflurb the tran-» Crauus, hadehed to the gate 

quillity of a peaceable nation, of the einr through which he 

who had done the Romans no vras to pais ; and there having 

injury, would have arreted ordered a fire to be kindled, as 

' CraiTus; though conful, if eight foon as CralTus appeared, he 

other tribunes had not oppofed threw ibme perfume^ into it, 

the violence of their colleague, and, invoking the in fernal gods, 

and refcued CraiTus out of the uttered a thoufand impteca« 

hands of the officers who had tions againjft CraiTus, which 

ieized him. When the con- made all thofe who heard them 

ful, after performing, at ufual, tremble with horror (i). 
liis vows in the Capitol, was Florus tells us, that CrafTas, 

ready to fet out for his pro- on his fitting out from Rome, 

vince, Ateius afTembling the was curfed by Metellus, tri- 

people, prepared to obftrudt bune of the people (2) ; and 

his departure; which CraiTus Velleius Paterculus (3), Ap- 

being alarmed at, deiired Pom- plan (4)^ and Dio (5), that he 

pey to accompany him to the was curfed by all the tribunes, 

^tes of the city; which he did but efpecially by Ateius, who 

accordingly, keeping in awe iignalized hiilifelf on that oc- 

t>y his prefence, as he was' cafion. 

2;reatly revered by the people, 

CraiTumque in bella fecutse 
Sseva tnbunitiaB moverunt prselia dir», 

(1) Dio & Plut. ibid. Flor. Hb« iii. cap. ix. Veil. Patercul. 
J|1>« ii. cap. 46. Appian. Bell. Civil, p. 43S. (t) Flor. Jib. iii. 
u If. (3) Veil. PatcrcvU* lib. ii. cap. 46. (4) Appian. de 
1. avil. lib. IL p. 439« (s) Dio, lib. ;dilu 
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The Hift(^ of the Parthians. 

CralHis Iraving, wiifh the arfliftancc of Pompey, got fafc 
out of Rome, purfued histnaTch to Brundufium ; whcfe 
he immediately embarked his troops on board fcvcral 
tranfports, and, notwithftarrding tbe wind blew then vei^ 
lirgh, fet fail for Afia, and whh "much difficnlty tcadhed 
the ports of Galatia, having loft mariy fhJps in his paf- 
fage. 

From Galatia Crafliis ptfrfiied his mfarth into Syria, tHe 
province allottied to bimi shtd being there infcrrmefl that 
immertfe treaftrres were lodgcd'in the tetnple'df Jertxfelctti, 
tvhich Pompey had not ventured to touch. Tie "matth^d 
thither 'with part of his army* and feized them \ 

From thence he proceeded to the Enphnttes, wHicb he 
crofled on a bridge of boats, entered the Parthian tcrrito- 
riesy and began hoftnitied. The Parthians, expefliag 
nothing lefs than fuch an invafion, and liaiving made i\o 
'pirfcparations for thfeir defence, Were cafily driven cKit of 
Stll Mefopotamia. The dty of Zcnadotia was the only 
plade that made aity t)pprofitJbn. Apolloriiusj who was 
£OVefrnor, or rather tyrant, of that city, fent depu'tics to 
Craflus, acquainting hiri>, that he was willing to forren- 
der the place to him 5 but as 'foon as the detachment, fent 
to take po0effion of it, bad entered the gate, he fur-* 
rounded tbem, and cut them In pieces. But borfi lie atid 
the inhabitants paid dear for their treachery^ for Crafltte, 
having immediately invefted the city with his wfao^le araqr, 
and tafken it by a'flafult, rfeduced the irfhabitawts'to Savefy, 
coftfifcjfted their gobds, ahd TdJd Wdr perfons to the t^ft 
WBHcfr. The dther cities hiade to refiftante ; fo thslt lie 
over-ratn ^11 Mefopotaitria, ^iid might, if be fckd tsktn 
* advantage 6f the confternation the Parthians were in, 
"have penetrated as far as Seleucia and 'CteSpHbn, arid 
made himfelf mailer of Babylonia, a^ well as MeTopota- 
xiria ; but, infiead of purfiiing his fuccefis, he, in the ^tit^ 
.ginning of the aututnn, repaifed the Euphrs^es,: aind leav- 
.tng only feven 'theiufand f oot, 'and a 'thomfand Jaoife^ -to 

* Joi<|>h. AticSq. i\b* Jt^. x^p\ »». 

• r t 

fays Lucan (6). CraiTus, the ^ iawaa^ aild Cr^iTirs li^ftte^ 4o 
night before he fet out foi^ his BrunSufium in his military la- 
province, fupped with Cicfefb, bit, bieifig reiblved, jn fpite of 
in the gardens of his fdti4n- *the tribunes, tblftTftfe war on 
/lawCrtffiJipi^sf/J. FTomthence the Parthians (B)*- ' ^ 

Ciciero retotrv»ed to Tufciila- 



i^) 



(6) Lbcdi1« lib. iii«,.c . (7)^^ic« Epift- Familiar« lib, py^pfS^^^ 
) Idem. lib. iv* ad Attic^ ^pift*it. & Iib« U, 3el)ivinau 
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garri&ii the ^laceis he^ad taken^ put his a(rmy iDlio w!n^ 
terM]U9iter^ ifi- the -citiies ^f Syria. His haffty rdtre^ gay^ 
the enemy time to recovei^ from the ^it^r which his arms 
bad jf^i^ead over the £a(l, avid to tHife-an army againftthe 
enAufig year, ^hkh the Romans oould not iv^hftand; 
On hi» i%t4xi^ into byria, he was joinectby his&n, attht 
bead-^f k t^oufand'Chofeti hoffe. 

fo'Sfrta,- Craffus fpeWt his ^ime more Jiite a puUiean 

than a geineral^themg <wfaoUy taken up with examining 

into ^e jre^n^ds<of that-pto^riqcei and^ improving thorn 

hf the ^d^ft fhameful methods. Tht^^^^^^ering the ^td^ 

|>le <jiF Jeifttfalerii was not the;'(5nly-fai5fildg^ihe j^as guilty 

-of: he4*obhedf in. like ^manner^ all \he te!tip}e» of Syria, 

«p]>fdpriatin!g ^to his- &wn uf6 their rich ornaments atftl 

%rniture. The t6«lple erf th«^ Syrian- goddcft, - named 

'Atargetis, at Hierapoli^, was famous all oVer^fae £aft, ah 

Account of the imrftenfe treafures it contained. Thefe 

•die avaricious proeohAil^ei^ed,; and, idft anyof the rkli 

t^e^-^ddoi'nament^ fhould beestd>€i2£!lod,"he fpent? mudh 

of his time in feeing the money counted,aild the g«Al 

and filver V^is weigherf'. Having ilius rartfackiJd all 

4he%€»n^te^ and facred places u^ithin^b^ limits of his pfd- 

vince, heljegah toldad the Syrians with fueh taxes, as 

j'c'd^ictid them to beggary.^ He ^om^Datlded 4iU the iM^s 

-of iis province to* furnifli each a Certain ^luutber 6£ 

'^on, fiWdthen difefearged them for a turn irf; money, Ifo 

0^ ^dUia>^tain jidtice witl^ut a bribe> not redeem bim- 

*>ft*ff*rdto riie ihfolence' of^^he Totdiisrs,' ^vl^lbon^ advancing 

'^ large* ^fee to Uhe 'general/ InOiort, th^e was not any 

'^^tS^cSKcne ftwr -lit^mva^ »nioney which- he ^diA not ufe, as 

-if'te^bad be^n ^ht mit^ to govern, bit to plunder the 

-^f()v5nce. In' the mean -time, the military difcipBne w>as .a 

sfentkftiy ;neglefted ; the foldiers lived in their quarters 

•'1«rithotit arty cfrder ; and the whole army gave themfeliBes 
Up to idlenefs and debauchery. • 

Gfstflfis, early in the fpring, dre^ together his troops ITts inur^ 
-iHit ^ their fever^l "quarters, in order to purfue the war *w>w nvith 
<wbich he had begun with the ParthJans. Orodes, their ff^'J/^^, 
kkig^ who was a very warlike prince, had, during the haffadaru 

-»*^iiter, aflembled a numerous army ; but before he en- 

•-*e^d upon afltion, he fent anJbafladors to tlie Roman ge» 
'jieral, to t now for what reafoh he made War upon hkn, 
•iTie ambafladors arrived in Syria, while Craflus was ^f- 

-^!h9ibling • bis troops. Bemg introduced tOvhim, ticy firft 

-'>-<ftiiB. tib/xn. p. 47.r ^ wilt', fib. v. ttpri^.' Plut.'5rl!>So,1b. 
' Ma reminded 
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reminded him of the alliance which the Parthiam had 

concluded with Sylla and Fompey ; and then told him^ 

that if he was feot againft the Parthians by the people of 

Rome, they did not pretend he. ihould difobey. his orders, 

fince, in that cafe,- a war muft enfue, which could not be 

terminated but by the final ruin of one of the empires ; 

' but if Craflus, as they were informed* had under? 

taken this war, <H>ntrary to the inclinations of che people 

of Rome, to. fatii|(e his private intereft, the king their 

mafter, pitying his old age, would fuffer the Romans he 

had left in Meibpotamia, where they were rather befieged 

than in garrifon, to retire unmolefted. CraiTus, witimt 

alleging any pretence for his- invading the Parthian Ao^ 

minions, anfwered this fpeech with a rhodomontade, 

:(aying, '* That they (hould have his anfwcr at Seieuci?*^ 

'The chief of the ambafladors, by name Yagefes, or Va- 

bifes, fmiling, and {hewing him the p^lm of his hand^ 

faid, *^ You (hall foon^r, O Craflus^ fee hair grow here, 

than be mafter of. Seleucia i" and, .without adding a word 

oiore, retired *» . 

. Orodes immediately took the field; and dividing his 
.troops into two bodiesy. marched in perfi^n with one to 
.the frontiers of Armenia, to make a diverfion there, the 
king of that country having raifed a cofifiderabl^ arn\y 
to reinforce the Bx>mans. Tb.e other he fent into Mefo- 
rpotamia, under tb^ command of the brave ^ud^ena^ or 
Surenas. This general l\94i>aU the qualifications that 
fliekM' form 4 coofummate hero ^^rij^e was. defcei|4ed from one 
raBirtf of the moft ancient and noble families of Parthia, ax|d 
SurtMjf^ had derived, froto- his anceftors> the right of putting the 
Uia» M- ^rown on the king'^s head at his . cpronalioiv ,, To jb|s iji* 
^igraU luftrious birth he is faid to hav^e joined extraordinary wjf^f 

dom and difcretion, though he was but thirty ^yegrspf 
age* and to have furpafled in valour and prowefs.all m^ 
of his time. His valour kept the princes and nations of 
Afia in awe, and prevented their entering into a confe- 
deracy againft the formidable power of Parthia: Orodes 
was mdebted to him for his crown : the redu£iio.n of 
Seleucia, when held by Mithridat^s, was chie£[y owing to 
him; for he was the firft who moupted the ramparts. oC 
that capital, and ftruck terror into the enemy's troopt» 
His iiature was majeftic, his air graceful, and liis hel^a* 
▼ioiir extremely obliging. In wealth, power, and autko- 
rity, he was, next; to the king, the firft man. in the kif^* 

n Flor« lib. ill* cap, xz. Piatt do* & « lint. In Qrafa 

doou] 
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dom. His equipage, when he travelled, confided of a 
thoufand camels to carry his baggage, t^o hundred cha- 
riots for the fervice of his wives and concubines, a thou- 
fand horfemen completely armed for his guard ; befides 
a great number, of light-armed troops, which, with his 
domeftics, amounted to ten thoufand more'. He is faid 
to have united the luxury of an Afiatic with the intrepi- 
dity of a Roman ^ for he carried with him whatever could 
contribute to his pleafures, and, at the fame time, was 
ready to expofe himfelf to the greateft dangers, being al- 
ways at the bead of the troops he commanded, in the molt 
perilous and defperate enterprizes. Though his courage 
was fuch as to brave death in a breach or battle, yet he 
was not alhamed to paint his face, and perfume his hair^ 
after the manner of the effeminate Medes; whereas the 
Farthians marched againft the enem^ with their hair in 
diforder, and making as hideous a figure as they could^ 
to ftrike the more terror **. 

But, to refume the thread of our hiftory, Orodes hav- ^»revM 
ing divided his army into two bodies, Surenas marched '^"J^/|Z- 
with that which was under his command into Mefopota- ^j^/ 
mia, where he foon retook moft of the cities which Craf- Mefipptm*^ 
fus had made himfelf mailer of, the year before. Here- mm. 
iipon feveral Roman foldiei's* who garrifoned the other 
places, makine their efcape out of Mefopotamia, fled to 
Craflus, and filled his camp with an alarming report of 
the number, power, an^ flr^ngth of the enemy. They 
told their fellow-foldiers, that the Parthian troops were 
"Very numerous, brave^ and well difciplined ; that it was 
impoffible to overtake them when they fled, or efcape them 
yrhcn they ptjrfued ; that their defenfive arms were proof 
againft the Roman darts^ and their ofFenfive weapons fo 
<harp, that no buckler was proof againft them. CraflTus 
lopked upon this account only as the efl^ed of fear ; but 
the common foldiers, and many of the chief officers, were 
fo diflieartened, that the quseftor Caius CafBus, the fame 
\7ho afterwards confpired againft, Caefar, and moft of the 
legionary tribunes,: advifed CraiTus to fufpend his march, , 
and deliDerate with more leifurc on the cnterprize, before 
he proceeded farther. CraflTus obftinately perfifted in his 
jdformer refolutlon, contrary to the opinion of all his offi- 
;ers, being confirmed by the arrival pf Artabazus, king 
liaf Armenia, who brought with hfm fix thoufand hoife| 
l^iirluch were only his guard, and promifed to fend to the 

• Plttt* ibi^. & Appian. in Parthic. . 
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pcoconful ten thoufand. cuirafiier^i and thirty thoufan J» 
foot) whenever he ihould demand them. At the £%me 
time he advifod him hy no means to march his army 
through the plam^ of mefopotamia ; hut to take his route 
over the mountains of Armenia. The reafons with which 
hp fupported this advice, were» that as Armenia was » 
mountainous country, the Parthian horfe, in which the 
niain ftrength.of their armjr confffted, would prove thcr© 
entirely ufelefs ; and befides, that if he took this routCt 
his army would be plentifully fupplied with all neceC- 
faries : vrbereas, if he marched by the way of Mefopota^ 
ipia, he woulcf be perpetually haraffed by the Parthian 
hprfCfc and often be obliged to lead his army through fandy 
defcrts, where he would be diftrefled for want of watcr,(^ 
apd all other provifionjs. This was the beft advice that 
could be given him,. and the, reafons for it were unanfwer* 
able ; butCfaflu^^defpifing^all that was faid to him, toI4 
ArtabazUs, "** That as he had left niany valiant Romans. 
to. g5p*ri(bn the towns, which he had reduced in the courfe 
pf the lafl yea*r> in Mefopotamia, he wa? obliged to take 
that foute^ left they fhpuld be abandoned to the mercy of 
the ei^emy ; but as to the auxiliaries the king of Arinenia, 
had offerea him, he willingly accepted them> and cie6red 
Artabazus to fend them to him M^ith all poflible expedi-p 
tion. 

The proconful, being greatly encouraged by the profi 
peft of the reinforcement promifed him by the king cM, 
Armenia, began his march, and, contrary to the advice 
of hi» chief officers, advanced to. the frontiers of Meib* 
potamia. He had under his coptimand feven legions, fout 
ijioufand hprfe* and a great many auxiliaries, the wholf? 
'2ftmy amounting to forty thojufand men. With thcfe h^ 
^afled the Euphrates, near the city oi Zeugma, in the proy 
vince. of Comagene, and again entered Mefopotamia. 
. Caffius advifed the proconful to advance to fomc of the 
towns.in which he had left garrifons> and there reft and rci 
frefli his troops, till he had certain intelligence of the nujov 
b€ir, ftrength and power of the enemy ; but if he did no{ 
4pprove pf this counfel, he thought it ncceflary to.xnarcli 
along; the Euphrates to Seleucia j for, by keeping clofe tji 

thatriver^be would avoid being furfpundedhy tWP^^^l^J^'J«t 
and, at the fame time, be glcntifuHy fjipplied* by me^ns 
^f j[jis ihip$> lyith all neceflary prpvifiona. Cradus,. feeme^ 
io approve of this advice, and was ready to cpme into il^ 
^hcn Abgarus,* king of EdeBa, arrived in th^ |ipmai| 
fWh ^^^. P^«#M HPPft^tJJC mtPllfjil.H? ^Upw a'quitq 
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differeot plan. AbgaruSj as he had. foruierly ferveAundci: Betrofedh 
Pompey, was well known in the Roman army, and lopk-. Mgarus, 
ed upon by the foldiery as a friend } but in reality wa^ a *'««r «/ 
traitor, and fent by Surenas, with whom he kept a pri- ^^^« 
vale co/refpondence, on purpofe to bring about the de- 
fl;ru£tion of Craflus ; and this part he afted fo well, that . 
the ruin of the Roman army was chiefly owing to him. 
In the firft interview he had with the Roman general, he 
told him, that he wanted wings and feet more than armSj 
ggainft a nation that was ready, on his approach, to with- 
draw, with their mod valuable efFefts, into ScytBia and 
Hyrcania ; that they had not courage enough to look the 
Romans in the face ; that the name of CraflTus had already 
fpread a general terror among their troops ; and that there 
waiHed no more for the obtaining of a complete viftory, 
than to march direftly and giv^ them battle. He offered 
himfelf for a guide to lead them the fhortell way to the 
enemy* Craflus, blinded with his flattering fpeeches, gave 
entirely into the fnare, and followed the traitor, who had 
fo ftrongly infinuated himfelf into his favour, that he 
would hearken to no other perfon. 

Under the condufl of this crafty and treacherous guide, Thipahifkt 

the Romans entered a vafl: green plain, divided by many «w^A •/ 

rivulets ; and their march proved very cafy crofs this de- '^ ^w»«»* 

iicious country ; but the farther they advanced, the worfc 

the roads grew ; infomuch that they were obliged at laft 

to climb up mountains and rocks, which brought them to 

a dry and fandy plain, where they could neither find food 

to iatisfy their hunger, nor water to quench their third. 

Then Abgarus began to be fufpefted by the tribunes, and 

other oflScers, who earneftly prefled their general to fol^ 

Jo.w him no longer, but to retreat to the mountains. At 

the fame time an exprefs arrived from Artabazus, ac*» 

quai^tix\g Craflus, th^t Orqdes bad invaded hi$ kingdom 

^t the head of a powerful army ; and that he was obliged 

to keep his forces at home, for the defence of his own ' 

dominions. The fame meflenger advifed the proconful, 

in hi^ m^fter-s name, to avoid by all means the barren 

plains, where his troops would perifh with hunger,, and 

tq Uike tp the ipountains, and approach Armenia, that 

tbey might join their forces againft the common enemy. 

^raffu3, iqllead of lii^enipg to the wife counfiels of hi$ 

ifiW^ officers, or qf a king, who was a flncere friend to i 

tibe Romans, obftinatqly followed the advice of the trea? 

pherous Abgarus ; and was violently enraged againft the 

jlde^engei: fegt b^ Artabazi}s^ for the wholfomc advice 

M 4 h^ 
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lie bad given him ^ Caf&us was filled with indignation; 
but Abgaros endeavoured to foften him, by promifing to 
lead the army very foon into a delicioug and fruitful 
country beyond the deferts, which would make him 
amefids for the fatigue they bad undergone. As to Craf* 
fus, he gave no other antwer to the complaints of his^ 
troopsy than that they could not exped): to meet with the 
delights of Campania in the moft re^note parts of the 
world. 

Thus they continued their march for fome days crofs a 
defert) the very fight of which was fufficient to throw 
them into defpair \ for they could not perceive, either 
near them, or at a diftance, the leaft tree, plant, or brook^ 
not fo much as a hill, or a fingle blade of grafs ; nothing 
was to be feen but huge heaps of burning fand. The 
Romans had fcarce pafled this defert, when advice was 
brought them by their fcouts, that a numerous army of 
Parthians was advancing full march to attack them ; for 
Abgarus, under pretence of going out on parties, had 
often conferred with Surenas, and concerted meafures 
with him for deftroying the Roman army. Upon this 
advice, yrhigh pccafioned great confufion in the cajxip, the 
Romans being quite exhaufted with their long and fa* 
TA# Impru* tiguing march, CraflUs drew up his men in battalia, fol- 
^d^k ^^f lowing ^t firft the advice of Caipus, who propofed extend- 
Craffusf ^'^S ^^ infantry as wide as poffible, that they might take 
' up the more ground, and prevent the enemy from fur- 
rounaing them ; but Abgarus afluring the proconful, that 
the Parthian forces were not fo numerous as was reprci 
fented, he changed this difpofition, and, believing only 
^he man who betrayed him, drew up his troops in a iquare, 
which faced every way, and had on each fide twelve co- 
horts in front. Near each cohort he placed a troop of 
horfe to fupport them, that they might charge with the 
greater fecurity and boldnefs. Thus the whole army looked 
more like one phalanx, than tropps drawn up in manipuii| 
with fpaces between th^m, after the Roman manner. The 
general himfelf corbmanded in the centre, his (on in th^ 
Jeft wing, and Caffius in the right. 

In this order they advanced to the banks of a fmall 

river, called the Baliifus, the fight of which was vetT 

pleafing to the foldiers, who were much haraffed witfc 

thirft and exceffive heat. Moft of the officers declared for 

^ Cftpampingon the baiiks of this river, or rathpr rivulet^ 

F Plut, Ko, ibid. Appian, In Parthi^ 
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to give the troops time to refrefli themfelves, after the fa" 
tigues of fo long and painful a march, and, in the mean time* 
to procure certain intelligence of the number and difpofition 
of the Parthian army ; but Craffus, fufFering himfelf to be 
hurried on by the inconfiderate ardour of his fon, and the 
horfe he commanded, only allowed the legions to take a 
meal {landing; and then ordered them to advance, not 
flowly, and halting at intervals, after the Roman man- 
ner, but as faft as they could iriove, till they came in fight 
of the enemy, who, contrary to their expeftation, did 
hot appear either (b numerous or terrible as they had been 
reprefented. Surenas had concealed his men in conve- 
nient places, ordering them to cover their arms, left their 
brightnefs ftiould betray them, and, ftarting up at the 
firft fignal, attack, the enemy on all fides. The ftratagem Ye, of Fl. 
had the defired effeck ; for Surenas no fooner gave the »»95. 
fignal, than the Parthians, rifing, as it were, out of the -^"^^ ^'>'*» 
ground, with dreadful cries, and a moft frightful noife," ^^' 
advanced againft the Romans, who were greatly furprifed TheRoma» 
and difmayed at the fight, and much more fo, when the armydu 
Parthians, throwing off the covering of their arms, ap- tacked Ij 
peared in ihining curiaffes, and helmets of burniflied fteel, '^f^^**- 
finely mounted on horfes covered all over with armour of '* 
the fame metal. At their head appeared young Surena$^ 
in a rich drefs, and was the firft who charged the enemy, 
Endeavouring, with his pikemen, to break through the 
firft ranks of the Roman army; but finding it impene- 
trable, the cohorts fupporting each other, he retired in 
feeming confufion. The Romans were much furprifed 
vhcn they faw themfelves fuddenly fuf rounded on all fides, 
and galled with continual fhowers of arrows: Craffus 
ordered his light*armed foot and archers to advance, and 
charge the enemy; but they were foon repulfed, and 
forced to cover themfelves behind the heavy-armed foot. 
Then the Parthian horfe, advancing near the Romans, e^i^gj^ 
difcharge4 fliowers of arrows upon them, every one of f^^m gall* 
which did execution, the legionaries being drawn up in tdbjthi 
fuch clofe order, that it was impoflible for the enemy to arrows 9/^ 
mifs their aim. As their arrows, were of an extraordinary '^f * 
weight, and difcharged with incredible force and impetuo- 
iity, nothing was proof againft them. The two wings 
advanced in good order to repulfe them, but to no effeft ; 
for the Parthians (hot their arrows with as great dexterity 
w^en their backs were turned, as when they faced the 
fn^my; fo ^hat ^he Romans^ yrhether they kept their 

ground. 



IJQ 



Cragus 
md%>anct» 
0gmnfk the. 



// reduced 
to great 
firaku 



Dreadful 
flaughter of 
the Ro^ . 



The Hjfioty of ike TmUam. 

grounii* ofpuriiied the flying CQcw* ^^"^^ cqwlly aniioj*i 

c4 with tbofe fajtal arrows. 

Th^ KomanSf while they had any hop.es that the Par- 
tjilans^ ^fter having exhaufted their arrows, would either 
betake themfelves to.flishtt oi* engage ibem ha^.4.^o ^^\ 
flood their grouod >yith great rewlution and intrepidity j 
but when ^ey obferved that there were a great xnany 
came] s. in tbeic reajr», loaded with arro^Sf and that thofe. 
V,ho emptied their quiyers wheeled about to, fill them^ 
inew,, they begz^n. to. lofe qourage,. and loudly coipplaia. 
ctf thpir gsenen^T for C^ffericig them thus to kee^ tbeir r.ank% 
and fcrve only as a mark for ^he enemy's arrows> which,^ 
they believed, would. i>ot be exbaufted till they* we^e all 
kiUed« Thus reproachedt CralTus ordered his fon to ad- 
yaz3LCc, at all ^ventures, to attack the eBeAi.](: with tbir^ 
teen hundred horfe^ five hundred archers, and eight co^ 
bortsu The Parthians no foon^r faw this choice bod? 
(Cor it was the flo.wer of the army) marching up againU; 
them>, than they wheeled about, and betook themielvesi. 
afcprdiipg to their cuftom, to flight, Hereujcpn, young 
Craffu^,, crying- out« as loujd as he could^ " TThey ny be- 
fore us,'* puihed: on full fpeed after them» not doubting 
lii^t be ihould gain a complete vidory ; but when be wai^ 
^t % great diftance from, the main body of the RomaA 
army,, he perceived his miilake ; for thofe who before 
had fled» facing about,, charged him with incredible fury, 
^e then ordered his troops to halt^ hoping that the euemy^i 
Upoii (eeing their finall number, would not be afrai^^jto 
ooa^ to a clofe fight : but herein, he was likewiie gresil^ 
di{iu)pointed ; for the Parthians> contenting tbemfelve^ 
with oppofing their heavy-farmed horfe to his front9 fur-- 
ipunded him on all fides \ and» keeping at a diftance, 
4iii;harged ingeQant ihow^rs of arrows upon the unfortu- 
nate Romans, thus circumftanced. The {'artbian cavalryi^ 
in wheeling about».raifed fo thick a 4uft* that the Jio^ 
xn^na could fcarpe fee one another ^^ much lefsthe enemy i 
nev.erthelfefs,,they found themffllves wounded witih arrows^i 
though they could npt perce^ive whence they caoie. In ^ 
fbprt time the place whiprp they flood was covered with 
dead bodies* 

, Thofe who outrlived their companions were no longef 
in a condition to a<9; ; for when young Craflus exhorted 
them to march up ta the euemy, fome fhewed him theif 
wounded bodies, others thpir hands nailed to their buck-? 
Ier3| aud foipe thpir f^e^ pierced througb| ^u4 fi»sd tq 
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the ijround; ib. th^ k w,z^ ecywUy impbflibk fojp theoK 
cither to attack the enemy ox; defend themfclves* The. 
yoimg 4?omm2i,ndcr, tl)ercfore> leaving bis infantry to the 
mercy qf- the enemy* advanced, at the bead of the cavalry, 
a^nft their heavj^-arined horfe. The thoufand Gaul9» 
%3^Qm he had bjcought with him from the Weft, charged 
the enemy with incredible vigour ; but their lances did 
li^e C7eei}.tio;n en m^eiv armed with curiailes, and horj^s 
coifered with tried armour : however, they behaved with- 
grcat refolution i for fome of them, taking hold of the 
enemies fpears, a^d clofing with them^ threw them off 
their horfes on the ground, where they lay, without being 
able to ftir* occafioned by tlie great weight of their ar- 
moutr; odiejrs, difmountin^, crept under the enemy'a 
horfes^ and» thruftipg their fwords into their bellies, 
niade them throw their riders. Tbus the brave Gauls, 
fought, though greatly harafTed with, heat and <hirft, 
which they were not accuftomed to bear, till moft of their 
horfes wece killed, and their commander was dangeroufly 
wounded. Then they thought it advifeable to tetite to 
their infantry, which they no fooner joined, than the ?ar- 
thiajas invefted them ancw^ making a moil dreadful havock 
among them with their arrows. In this defperate con«- 
dition, Crafrus,^fp7ing a riling-^round at a diftance, led the 
remains of his detachment thither, with a defign to de« 
fend himfelf till fuccours ihould be fent from his father. 
The Parthians purfued^ and having furrounded him iu 
hit new poft, continued ihowering arrows upon his men, 
tiD moft of them^ were either killed or difabled, without 
being able to make ufe of their arms, or give the enemy 
proofs of their valour. 

Young Craflus had two Greeks with him» who had Thegai- 
fettled in the city of Garrhae. Thefe, touched with com- ^^ *'*<** 
paiSpn at feeing fo brave a man reduced to fijch ftraits, '^^^*'' ^ 
preffed him to retire with them to the neighbouring city ^crafuf^ 
of IjTchneSi lav^hich had declared for the Romans ; but the 
young Rpman rejefled their propofal with indignation,, 
filing them, that he would rather die a thoufand times thai^ 
abandon fo many valiant men, who had facrificed theiir 
Jives for his fake. H;aying returned this anfwer to hi& 
two Greek frienfis, he embraced and difmifTed them, giv*^ * 
ing them leave to retire and ihift for themfetves. As for 
iiimfelf, having now loft all hopes of being relieved, and 
iCeeing moft of his men and friendi^ killed round him, he 
;av^ way to his grief ^ and not being able to make, ufe of 
\\f ^jm^ whfch w?i5 ibof |}irpugh yfi^h a large barbed 
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Mis diatk, arrow, he prefented his fide to one of his attendants, and 
ordered him to put an end to his unhappy life* His ex- 
ample was followed by Cenforius, a fenator, by Mega- 
bacchuS) an experienced and brave officer, and by moft 
of the nobility who ferved under him. Five hundred 
common foldiers were taken prifonersj and the reft cut 
in pieces. 

The Parthians having thus cut off, or taken, the whole 
detachment commanded by young Craffus, marched, with- 
out delay, againft his father, who, upon the firft advice 
that the enemy fled before his fon, had retired to a fmall 
hill in his rear, to wait there till he fiiould return from 
the purfuit. Young Crafius had difpatched frequent ex- 
preffes to acquaint him with the danger he was in ; but 
they had fallen into the enemy's hands, and been by them 
put to the fword : only the laft, who had efcaped with 

S;reat difficulty, arrived fafe, and informed him, that his 
on would be loft, if he did not fend him an immediate 
and powerful reinforcement. Thefe news threw Craflus 
into the utmoft confternation ; a thoufand zStQtmg 
thoughts rofe in his mind, and difturbed his reafon to 
fuch a degree, that he fcarce knew what he was ^oing. 
However, the defire he had of faving his fon, and fo 
many brave Romans, who were under his command^ im- 
^TkiwhoU pclled him to decamp and march to their affiftance; but 
Parthian j,g ^j^^j ^q^ advanced far before he was met by the Par* 
wpwCraf" ^^"^^^^ "whoy with loud fhouts, and fongs of viftory, gave, 
/«/• at a great diftance, the unhappy father notice of his iid& 

fortune. They had cut off young Craffus's head^ and, 
having fixed it on the point of a lance, were advancing 
full fpeed to fall on. his father. As they drew near, Cra£ 
. fus'was ftruck with that difmal and affefting fight, but, 
on this occaCon, behaved like a hero j for though he was 
under the deepeft concern, he had the prefence of mind 
to ftifle his grief, for fear of difcouraging the army, and 
to cry out to the difmayed troops, " This misfortune is 
entirely mine ; the lofs of one man cannot affcfl: the vic- 
tory. Let us charge, let us fight like Romans: if you 
have any trompaffiori for a father who has juft now loft a 
fon, whofe valour you admired, let it appear in your rage 
and rcfentment againft thefe infulting Barbarians." Thus 
Cra'ffus ftrovc to reanimate his troops ; but his efforts 
were unfuccefsful : their courage was quite, funk, as ap» 
peared from the faint and languifliing (hout which they 
raifed, according to cuftom, before the aftion. . When 
th^ fignal was given,' the Parthians^ difcbarged ctouds of 
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artoWs on the legionaries, without drawing near thfm \ DefJ^rate 
which did fttch dreadful execution, that many of the Rd* condition of 
mans, to avoid the arrows, which occafioned a long and ^^' ^^ 
painful death, threw themfelves, like men in defpair, on ^^'' 
the enemy's heavy-armed horfe, feeking from their fpears 
a more quick and eafy kind of death* The Parthians 
continued in adiion till night, when they left the field of 
battle, crying out, that they, would allow* the father one 
night to lament the death of his fon. « 

Thiswas a-melanqholy night for the Romans. Craffus 
kept himfelf jconcealed from the foldiery,. lying ,not in the 
general's tent, but in the open air, and on the bare ground, 
with his head wrapped up in his paludamentum, or miii«* 
tary cloak* Odavius, lone of his lieutenants, and Caffius, 
endeavoured to raife him up, and confolc him ; but feed- 
ing him quite funk under the weight of bis affliction, and 
deaf to all comfort, they fummoned a council of war, 
onnpoiied of the chief officers ; wherein it was unanir 77^^ r^ 
moidly. reiblved, that they (houid decamp before break of joi've to 
day, and retire, without found of trumpet, to the neigh* reti^t to 
bouring city of Carrhx»- which was held by a Roman gap- ^^^^^ 
rilbn*. Agreeable ^ to this refolutioh, ttuy began their 
march as foon as thexonncil broke up ; . a motion which 
produced dreadful outcries among the tick and wounded^ 
who, perceiving that they were to be abaindoned to the 
mercy pf the eniemy, fiU^ the camp with their complaints 
and lamentations : but: their cries and tears, though very 
afie^Uiig, did not ftof the march of thcothers, which,' in- 
deed, .was very flow, to. give the ftragglers time to come 
i^.. There were only three hundred light-horfe, under 
.ihtrcommanxl of one Ignatius* who purfued their march^ 
without {topping* Theie arriving at Carrhae about mid- 
nightpjSgnatius,' calling to the centinelson the walls, de«« 
fired them to acquaint. Goponitss^ governor, of the place* 
that Crafltts bad foughta great batde with the Parthians % 
and, without faying a )Word. more, or letting tbem know. 
who be was, continued: his march widLallpoffible expe** 
. dition to the.bridge of Zeugma \ which hepaffed,:and thus 
faved his troops, Wi wa(s much blamed .ibr abandoning 
his general. , 

HoweroTt .the meffiige he fent to Coponius was of great Craffus 
fervice to Craffus ; for that con\mander, wifely conje£lur- ^'^ '^ 
: ingt from the manner in which the unknown perfon had ^^^^*^» 
given him tb»t intelligence, that fome misfortune bad be- 
fallen Craflus, immediately ordered his garrifon to ftaiid 

ta tbpir armS| and, macvboig 6ufi| aier^nffusi and con- 
ducted 
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▼ited* Crafliis to an interview. So -fudden a change 
feemed very fufpicious to the proconful, who therefore de- 
clined the interview, till he was forced, by his own foldiers, 
to intruft his life with an enemy whofe treachery they had 
all experienced ^ for the legionaries flocking round him, 
not only abufed him in an outrageous manner, but even 
menaced bim» if he did not accept of. the propofals made 
him by the Parthian general* Seeing, therefore that his 
troops were ready to mutiny, he began tp advance* without 
arms or guards, towards the enemy, after having called 
the gods, and his oiGqers, to witnefs the violence, his troops 
ofTered him; and ent;reated all who ^were prefent, but 
cfpecially 0£tavius and Petroniu8,,two of the chief com- 
manders* for the honour of Rome their cohimon mother, 
not to mention, after his death, the fliameful behaviour of 
the Roman legionaries. 0£tavius and Petronius could 
not refolve to let him go alone, but attended him dov^n 
the hill, as did likewife feme legionaries, keeping at a 
diftance. CralTus was met at the foot of the bill by two 
Greeks, who, difmounung from their horfes, faluted him 
with great refpe£t ; and defired him, in the Greek tongue, 
to fend fome of his attendants, who might fatisfy himt 
" that Surenas^ and thpfe who were witb.bim, came with- 
out arms. Craffus accordingly fent two brothers, of the 
Rofcian family , but Surenas having taufipd them to be 
feized, advanced to the foot bf the hill, mounted on a 
* fine hprfe» and attended by the chief pf&jcers of his army* 
Craiflus, who, waited for the return qf his two meflengers, 
was furprifed to fe^ himfelf prevent by Surenas, in perfon, 
The.Pj»rthiari genejial peVcejvnie, as he approached CralTus, 
that he ^as on foot, exclaimed, •* What* do! fee ? a Ro- 
man general on foot, and we on hprfeback ! Let a horfe 
be brought for him.' immediately/' ** You need not be 

. ' furprifed, (replied Craffus }j^ we are come pnly to an inter- 
view, each after the cuftom of his country."\ ** Very 
well, anfwered Surenas), there (hall be henceforth a lad- 
ing pe^ce between king Orodes and the people of Rome} 

' but we muft ficn the articles of it on the bainks of the Eu- 
phrates % for you, Romans, do not always remember yoQC 
conventions.^ CrafTus would have fent for a horfe j bat 
a very ftately deed, with a golden bit, and richly c»* 
parifoned, was brought to him by a Parthian ;. which Sil- 
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by the middle^ fet him upon the hdrfe, which they began Infultedhy 
to fcourge with great violence before them, in order to ^^f ^^^^ 
make him quicken his pace. Oftavius, offended at this ^^^^^ > 
infult, took* the horfe by the bridle ; Petronius, and the 
few Romans who were prefent, feconded him, and* 
flocking all round Crafius, flopped his horfe. The Par»> 
thians endeavouring to repulfe them, and clear the way^ 
they began to joftle and pufh one another with great tu«- . 
mult and diforder. At laft 0£):avius, drawing his fword, 
killed one of the king's grooms ; but, at the fame time, 
another coming behind 0£fcaviu8, with one blow laid him 
dead at his feet. Both parties fought with great refolu* 
tion, the Parthians ftriving to carry off Craffus, ^nd the 
Romans endeavouring to refcue him. Moft of the Ro- 
mans who came to the conference were killed, and, and killed. 
among the reft, Craflus himfelf ; but whether by a Ro- 
man or a Parthian, is uncertain (D). 

Upon his death, the reft of the army either furrendered His nnholi 
to the enemy, or, difperfing in the night, were pUrfued, ^^^y ^^'^ 
and put to the fword. The Romans loft in this campaign Ae^^^« 
at leaft thirty thoafand men, of which twenty thoufand 
were killed, and ten thoufand taken prifoners. The lat- 
ter continued in captivity among the Parthians, and, con- 
tra&ing ignominious marriages, to the fhame of Rome, 

grew old on the lands, and under the power, of the 
arbarians. The ftandards of the vanquiihed legions 
were carried to Seleucia, and there fliewn for many years; 
and, from this time, the Romans looked upon the war 
with the Parthians as the moft important of all their wars, 
die revenging of the death of Craffus, and the recovering 
of their eniigns, being ever after the chief objefts of their 
attention. 

Surenas, having thus entirely defeated the Roman army, Sf^riuas^s 
fet oat on his march to Seleucia, fpreading a report, that entry int9 
Craflus was ftill alive, and that he intended to ihew him Seleucia. 

(D) Some writers sdl us, alive into the enemy's hands, 

dsat he fell by the hand of one or by the Parthians. However 

JPromoncethros, or Matiarthes, that be, his head and right hand 

^ Parthian ; but others, with were immediately cut off, ift 

I^ivy ( I ), Floras (2), and Sex- order to be fcjit to Orodes in 

tusRufus(5),leaveitindoubt, Armenia; and his mangW 

,}whether he was killed by his body left unburied, to be d^- 

L. own men, to prevent his falling voured by the wild bcafls. 

I ' ( i) Liv. lib. cvi. (%) Flor. lib. iii. cap. 11. (3} Sext. Ruf. 
i' in Brev. 

> Vol. IX. N t© 
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to the numerous inhabitants of that great metropoHf. 
His defign was to entertain them with a ludicrous fcene, 
which he proje^d on his march : there was among the 
Bonian captives one Caius Paccianus, who greatly refem- 
bled the proconful CrafTus : this man Surenas caufed to be 
drefied after the Parthian manner; and having placed 
him on a ftately horfe, made him enter Seleucia at the 
head of the army, with twelve li£tors, carrying before 
him their fafces and axes. The guards of this mock con- 
ful were mounted on camels, each of them having an 
empty purfe hanging at his girdle. The bloody heads of 
Xeveral Roman foldiers, ftuck on fpears» ferved for tro- 
phies, and revived in the minds of the inhabitants of Se- 
leucia the joy which the 6r{t news of the late vi£lory 
had occaGoned in that city. This train was followed by 
a company of lewd women, who, with loofe fongs ftig- 
matized the memory and chara£ter of CrafTus. When 
the {hew was over, Surenas produced, in the prefence of 
the fenate of Seleucia, a colle£tion of lafcivious tales, 
then known by the title of the Milefian Fables, which a 
Parthian foldier had foun4 in rifling the baggage of a 
young Roman, whom Plutarch calls Ruilius. The gene- 
.ral took occa&on from thence to inveigh again 0: the de- 
bauchery ^of the Romans, who put fuch infamous books 
into the hands of their youth, and corrupted their minds 
with lewd fables, inftead of forming their bodies for the 
exercife of war '. 

When the battle of Carrh^e was fought, king Orodes 
was in Armenia, where he had concluded a peace with 
Artabazus ; for the king of Armenia, on the return of the 
exprefles he had fent to CrafTus,, perceiving, by the fSilfc 
hieafures the Roman had taken, that the army under his 
command would be infallibly loft, had entered into a 
treaty of friendfhip with the Parthian, and cemented it 
by giving one of his daughters in marriage to Pacorus the 
fon of Orodes. While the two kings were folemnizing 
their new alliance with public feafts, Styllaces, or Syllaces, 
a Parthian officer, whom Surenas had fent with the news 
rof his late viftory, and the head of CrafTus as a prbof of it, 
' arrived in the capital of Armenia, The two kings were 
at table, and Jafon, a tragedian of Trallis, was finging (bnie 
verfes out of the Bacchis of Euripides, when the meffctt- 
ger was introduced, and prefented Orodes with the head 
of CrafTus, faying, " Surenas fends you the head of the 



' Plutarch, ibid. 
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Roman general, who has been cut in pieces, with his 
whole army." The tranfports of joy which Orodes felt 
at this fight, and thefe words, are not to be exprefled : 
the lords of both kingdoms, who attended their fovereigns, ^ 

raifed loud and repeated fhouts of joy ; and Syllaces was 
ordered to give a more particular account of that memor- 
able a£tion : then Orodes commanded melted gold to be 
poured into Craflus's mouth, reproaching him with ava- 
rice, which had been always his predominant pafEon. 

Surenas did not long enjoy the pleafure of his viQloyj \ Surtnai 
for Orodes, jealous of his glory, and great authority P^^^q 
among the Parthians, caufed him to be put to death foon ^'^^^* 
after this vi£lory ', placing Pacorus, bis favourite fon, at 
the head of the army in his room. The young prince, 
agreeable to his father's directions, marched into Syria, 
which the Parthians expefted to find without defence, 
after the late defeat of the Roman army; but Cafijus, 
the only general officer who furvived the defeat of CrafTus, 
meeting them on the frontiers, at the head of five hun- 
dred horfe, who had efcaped with him out of Mefopota- 
mia, and fome Afiatic levies, gave them fo warm a re- 
ception, that they thought it advifeable to retreat to their 
own territories, and ther^ raife more forces for a fecond 
invafion. Accordingly, they repaiTed the Euphrates ; Yr. of Ft. 
and, having fpent the winter in making new preparations, 119S. 
early in the fpring they again croiTed the Euphrates, and ,Antef Chn 
re-entered Syria with a very numerous army, under the ^°* 
command of Orfac<s, an old and experienced commander ; '^heTar^ 
for Pacorus, the king's fon, being then but fifteen years of t/uans in* 
age, bad only the name of general. Orfaces reduced, n/ade Sj* 
without oppofition, fuch places as lay in his way \ and, ^^^ i 
being mailer of all the country between the Euphrates and 
the city of Antioch, clofely befieged that metropolis, 
CafiHus baving (hut himfelf up in it, ad not having fuffi- 
cient forces to kpep the field, and to oppofe fo powerful 
an enemy. In the mean time Cicero, to whom the pro- 
vince. of Cilicia had been afGgned, being informed by An- 
tiochus, king of Comagene, that Caffius was befieged in 
Antioch by tne Parthians, and that the king of Armenia 
.was ready to fall upon Cappadocia, drew together a body 
of forces, and marched to the eaftern borders of his pro« 
vince lying next to Armenia, with a defign to prevent the ; 

Armenians from invading Cappadocia, and to be, at the 
rame time, ready to affift Caffius, in cafe the Parthians 

• Flor. lib. ill, cap. 1 1. Sext. Ruf. in Brev. Dio CaiT. lib. xl. 
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fhould purfue the fiege of Antioch with vigour. He like- 
wife fent another body of troops to Mount Amanus, with 
the fame view, which, falling in with a great party of 
Parthian horfe, that had entered Cilicia through the 
ftreights of that mountain, cut them all off to a man. 
The news of this defeat, and of Cicero's approach to An- 
tioch, greatly encouraged Caffius, and his foldiers, to 
make a vigorous defence, and fo difheartened the Parthi- 
ans, that, defpairing to carry the place, they raifed the 
liege ; and, marching to Antigonia, another city in that 
neighbourhood, attempted to reduce it : but, as they were 
quite unacquainted with the manner of managing fieges, 
their chief force confifting in cavalry, they were attend- 
ed with no better fuccefs there, and were foon obliged to 
retire. Caffius, who was apprifed of the route they would 
take, drew them into an ambufcade, in which great num- 
bers of them were cut off, with Orfaces their leader. 
Thofe who had th^ good fortune to efcape^ repaffed the 
Euphrates with Pacorus ; but returned again, with new 
forces, towards the end of ^the fummer, and wintered in 
Cyrrheftica, a northern province of Syria *. 

When the feafon was proper for a£Uon,the Parthians took 
the field ; and, marching to Antioch, befieged that city a fc- 
cond time, and M. Calpurnius BibulUs, with all his forces 
in it ; for the province of Syria had been allotted to him, 
and CafTius, who had defended it without any legal com- 
miffion, was now returned to Rome. As Bibulu« was no 
warrior, he did not make one fally, but kept his troops 
within the walls, fuffering the enemy to carry on their 
works without the leaft moleftation : he would not even 
acquaint Cicero, who was ftill in Cilicia, with the danger 
he was in, and was heard to fay, that he had rather be 
reduced to the utmoft extremity, than feem to Hand in I 
need of his affiftance. However, his lieutenants wrote 
both to Cicero, and to Thermus, praetor -ef Afia, folicitiog 
them to haften to their relief; but, before their arriviJ, 
Bibulus effefted by craft what he dared not attempt by 
force 5 for, having, by his emiffaries, encouraged Ordo* 
nopantes, a nobleman of Parthia, who had been difgufted 
by Orodes, to raife a rebellion in the heart of the king- 
dom, the army before Aniiot h was recalled, to fupprcf 
it; by which means the fiegc of Antioch was raifed, aodj 
all Syria delivered from the danger it was in of fallitij 
under the power of the Parthians. 

t Jofeph. Antiq. lib.xiv. cap.ia. & de Befi* Judi Kb«f L cap. 
Dio Caff. lib. xl. Plut. in Cicer. 
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We find no farther mention made of the Parthians from 
this time to the breaking out of the civil war between 
Caefar and Pompey, when the latter fent ambafTadors to 
folicit fiiccours from Orodes ; which that prince was will- 
ing to grant) on condition that Syria (hould be ceded to^ 
him : but Pompey refufing to comply with his demand, 
he not only denied him the fuccours he requlred| but, af- 
ter tb^ battle of Pharfalia, put in irons Lucius HirtluSy 
whom Pompey had fent to implore his aiEftance anew, or, 
at lead, to obtain leave to ihelter himfelf in the Parthian 
dominions ". Caefar had no fooner vanquifhed Pompey 
and fettled his affairs at Rome, than he began to make 
great preparations, with a deHgn to invade Parthia, and 
revenge the defeat and death of Craflus at Carrbae ; but, 
when all things were ready for his expedition* he was 
killed, and the Parthians* by his death, were delivered 
from a war, which, in all likelihood, would have proved 
fatal to their nation ^. Not long after this event, the 
eaftem provinces being allotted to Marc Antony, in the 
famous partition of the Roman empire between him, Oc- 
taviaaus, andLepidus, the cities of Syria, being grievouf- 
ly opprefled with the taxes Marc Antony laid on them, 
rofe up in arms \ and, having killed thofe who were fent 
to gather them, invited the Parthians to their affiftance, 
afluring them, that they were ready to join them, and 
drive out the Romans. On this invitation, the Parthians The Par* 
pafled the Euphrates with a powerful army, under the '^'«w iu^ 
command of Pacorus, and Labienus, a Roman general of *^5^' ^' 
Pompey's party. Labienus, on entering Syria, was met J^^Vww- 
by Saxa, Antony's lieutenant, whom he overthrew in mandof 
battle, obliging him to ihelter himfelf in Cilicia. After Pacorus 
this vi£lory, having divided his army into two bodies, he ^^^^M^ 
marched with one 5'ter Saxa, into Cilicia, where he killed *"*'^* 
hsm : over-ran all Afia Minor \ and, having obliged Plan- 
c«6, Antony's other lieutenant in thofe parts, to fly to 
^e iflands, fubjefied all the places as far as the Hellef- 
|Kmt and the i£gaean Sea '. At the fame time Pacorus, Thnrcon* 
vrith the other part of the army, reduced all Syria and 9»^^ in 
Fhoenice, as far as Tyre, which was the pnly city that '&"^>. 
refitted him, being defended by the Romans, who, from and Afia 
all parts, had flocked thither as to a place of refuge. Mmor^&c^ 
Xhus the Parthians made themfelves matters of all Syria, 
Afia Minor, and Phoenice, execpt Tyre ; and exercifed 

H Dio, lib. xli. xHi. ^ Plut. in Cxf. Appian, de Bell. 

31vil. lib. ii. * Veil. Patercul. lib. iu cap. 5. 
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tlicir power even in Judaea, where they plundered Jerufa* 
lem, drove Hyrcanus from the throne, and placed Anti- 
gonus on it in his room, in the manner we have related 
in the hiftory of the Jews. 

But they did not long enjoy their new conquefts ; for 
Antony, after his reconciliation with 0£tavianus, having 
fent Ventidius, one of his lieutenants, againft them, that 
eeneral was attended with fuch fuccefs, that the Par- 
uiians were foon obliged to quit all they had taken, and 
repafs the Euphrates. Ventidius arriving in Afia much 
fooner than he was expedled, furprifed Labienus, before 
he was in a condition to withftand him, having no Par- 
thian troops, but only a few Roman deferterS, and a fmail 
body of raw and ilndifciplined Afiatics, coile£led in Syria, 
Phcenice, and Afia Minor ; wherefore, not daring to (land 
the approach of a Roman army, he retired as faft as Ven- 
tidius advanced, to Mount Taurus, where he encamped 
fo advantageouily, that he could not be forced to a battle, 
and then fent to Pacorus for af&ftance. Pacorus imme- 
diately difpatched the flower of his army to the relief of 
Labienus ; but the Parthians, defpifing the Romans, on 
account of their late viftories over them, engaged Venti- 
dius before Labienus could join them, and were entirely 
defeated. The news of this defeat fo difheartened thofe 
who were with Labienus, that they all abandoned him^ 
every one Ihifting for himfelf. Ventidius purfued them, 
flew fomc of them, and took the reft into his fervice* 
Labienus made his efcape in difguife ; but, after having 
lurked for fome time in Cilicia, he was at laft difcovered 
by Demetnus, governor of Cyprus, taken, and put to 
death y. After thisviftory, Ventidius, having made him- 
felf mafter of all Cilicia, marched to Mount Amanus, 
which parted that province from Syria, and there met 
another army of Parthians, who, under the command of 
Pharnapates, one of Pacorus's lieutenants, had feized the 
pafles leading into Syria, in order to obftrud: his progrels; 
but the Roman general cut moft of them in pieces, killed 
their general, and, having gained a fecond vif^ory as con- 
iiderable as the former, purfued his march, without any 
more oppofition, into Syria. Pacorus, having aflembleij 
all his forces, haftened to the Euphrates, which he repafit 
ed, leaving the Romans mafters of all the countries qo\ 
this fide that river *. 

y Dio, lib. xlviii. p. 3S0, 381. Appian. in Parthic. s jyu 

Appian. ibid. Liv. £pit. lib. cxxvii. Flon Jib. iv. cap 3, Ph 
in Anton. 
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Antony, who was then celebrating his nuptials with 
his new wife Ofkavia at Athens, being informed of the 
viftories gained by Ventidius, made great rejoicings in 
that city ; but hearing at the fame time that Pacorus was ' 
making great preparations for another invafion, he re- 
iplved to head his army in perfon, and not fufFer his lieu* 
tenant to reap the whole glory of the war. Wherefore, 
early in the fpring, he left Athens, with all his forces, 
and marched towards the Eaft ; but, before he joined the 
army, Ventidius had gained a third viftory over the Par- 
thians, far more glorious than the other two. It was ob- ygntidius 
tained in the following manner : Ventidius, fearing left turns tin 
the Parthians, whofe preparations were much advanced, tnaektry 
(hould pafs the Euphrates before he had time to draw all ^^//"]j,-, 
his troops together from their different quarters, had re- advantage. 
courfe to the following ftratagem : there was one Chau- 
naeus, a petty eaftern prince, in his camp, under the cha- 
rafter of an ally, entirely attached to the intereft of the 
Parthians, with whom Ventidius knew he kept a private 
correfpondence, comniunicating to them all the intelli- 
gence he could procure of the counfels and defigns of the 
j^omans. This man's treachery Ventidius refolved to 
improve to his own advantage. Taking the firft opportu- 
nity that offered of converfing with him, and feeming to 
repofe in him an entire confidence, he told him he had 
heard, with concern, that the Parthians did not defign to 
pafs the Euphrates at 2kugma, as ufual, but to enter Sy- 
ria another way, at a paffage much below the former ; 
** for if they pafs at Zeugma, faid he, the country on 
this fide the Euphrates is fo mountainous, that the ca- 
valry, in which the whole force of their army confifts, 
can do us no great hurt; but in cafe they take the lower 
paffage, the country being there all plain and level, they 
will have fo great an advantage over us, that it will be 
smpoffible to make head againft them.** This conference 
was no fooner over, than the treacherous Chaunseus con- 
veyed a full account of it to the Parthians, with whom it 
bad the defired cffeft. Pacorus, inftead of keeping the 
road to Zeugma, took the other route, and in that march 
loft forty days 5 during which Ventidius, being joined by 
Silo, Antony's lieutenant in Paleftine, and by all the le- 
gions which were quartered on the other fide Mount Tau* 
'rus, found himfelf in a condition to give them a warm 
reception when they entered Syria. 

As they met with no oppofition, either in paffing the 
river, or advancing into Syria, they afcribed his inaftivity 
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to fear; and therefore, with great bolclnefs, went to at- 
tack the Romans in their camp, on the top of a deep 
bill. This attack Ventidius expe£):ed. Sallying out upon 
them, therefore, at the head of his legionaries, as they 
were afcending the hill, he put them in diford^r, by the 
advantage of the ground, and purfued them with great 
{laughter into the plain, wher,e they rallied, and made a 
moft vigorous refiftance ; the vi£lory being doubtful, till 
Paeorus was killed, fighting with incredible bravery at the 
head of the Parthian horfe. His death was followed by 
the flight of the whole army, every individual driving to 
regain the bridge, in order to Vetire into his own coun- 
try ; but Ventidius, with a ftrong detachment of horfe, 
cut off their retreat; fo that only a fmall number efcaped 
by flight, and retired into the dominions of Antiochus, 
king of Comagene : the reft were all put to the fword \ 
This victory, which fully revenged the death of CraffuSf 
and the Romans who were killed with him, was gained 
on the fame day of the year, on which, fourteen year$ 
before, the famous battle of Carrhac had been loft* 

Orodes, when he heard of the defeat of his army, and 
the death of his fon, was fo overwhelmed with grief, that 
for fome days he abftained from food, unable to utter a 
fingle word. When he recovered the ufe of his tongue, 
he a€ted arid fpoke in fuch a manner,. as plainly ihewed 
that forrow had affeftcd his underftanding ; for nothing 
was heard from him but the name of Paeorus, his dear 
Paeorus. Sometimes he talked to him as if he had been 
prefent, commended his gallant behaviour, and launched 
put on the happinefs of a father, who was blefled with 
fuch a fon. At other times, remembering that he was 
dead, he burft into tears, and was ready to lay violent 
hands on himfelf ; and indeed never was grief more juft, 
for this was the moft fatal blow the Parthian monarchy 
had ever received ; and the lofs of the young prince wa$ 
as great as that of the army, he being ei^toUed by all the 
ancients as the moft worthy perfon for juftice, clemency, 
valour, and all other princely qualities, that the royal 
family of Arfaces had ever produced. 

Had Ventidius purfued the advantages of this viSory, 
he might have driven the Parthians quite out of Mefopo- 
tamia and Babylonia, and extended the boundaries of the 

a Liv. lib. cxxviii. Flor. lib. iv. cap. 9. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 751. 
Veil. Patercul. lib. ii, cap. 7S. A. Gdl. lib. xv. cap. 4. Juftin. 
lib. xiii. cap 4.. Plut. in Anton. Frontin. Stratagem, lib. i. cap. 1, 
& lib. ii. cap. 2.. Dio, lib. xlix. 
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Roman empire to the Tigris ; but being afraid of giving 
umbrage to Antony, with whofe jealous temper he was 
well acquainted, he contented himfelf with reducing thofe 
places in Syria and Phoenice which had revolted from 
tfae-Romans in the late war. Purfuant to this plan, he 
was, with his whole army, in Comagene, making war 
upon Antiochus, king of that country, for fiding with the 
Parthians, when Antony arriving, took the command of 
the army upon himfelf, and difmiffed Vcntidius. His 
pretence for this difmiflion was, that Ventidius deferved 
'a triumph, and ought to go to Rome, to aik it of the ie- 
nate ; but the true motive, that prompted him to aft in 
.this manner, was, that he envied him the great glory he 
had acquired, and the reputation he was in with the 
army. Ventidius, on his return to Rome, was received 
there with all marks of honour, and granted a triumph, 
with the general applaufe of the whole city (£)• 
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(E) In his triumph two very 
remarkable circumftances con- 
curred ; the one, that he was 
the only Roman who ever tri- 
umphed over the Parthians, no 
•ne having, either before or 
after him, attained to that ho- 
nour. The other circumftance, 
no lefs remarkable, was, that 
he triumphed after having been 
led in triumph himfelf; for 
in the Social War, being made 
a captive at the taking of Af- 
culum, the chief city of Pice- 
num, by Strabo, the father of 
Pompey the Great, he was, 
with his father and mother, 
who carried him in her arms, 
led before the triumphal cha- 
riot of that general. After- 
wards, his family being brought 
to poverty by the ruin of their 
city, he was obliged, when 
grown up, to betake himfelf to 
a mean and fordid employment 
for his livelihood ; for at firfl 
he was only a muleteer, and 
being ufed to provide mules to 



carry the baggage of fuch Ro" 
man magiflrates as were fent to 
govern foreign provinces, Cae- 
far employed him in this ca- 
pacity when he firil went into 
Gaul ; and having, on that 
occafion, obferved in him a 
great quicknefs of apprehen* 
Son and adlivity, took him into 
his province, and put him in 
the way to rife to great pre- 
ferments ; for he firdf gave him 
a fmall command in the army^ 
from which he raifcd himfelf^ 
by his didinguilhed merit, 
through all the Nations of the 
camp to the higheft pod in 
the army, and became one of 
Caefar's chief generals in all 
the wars he waged afterwards* 
Upon his death, he fided with 
Antony, dillinguifhed himfelf 
at Mutina and Perufia, and 
was at lafl fent as Antony's 
lieutenant into the Eafl, where 
he gained the vi6tories over the 
Parthians which we have men- 
tioned (i). 



(i) Plut. Appian. Dio. CalT. ibid. A. Cell. lib. xv. cap. 4.* 
Veil. Patercul. lib. ii. cap. 63. Vai. Max. lib. vi« cap. 9. Ptin. 
lib. vii. cap. 43. 
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In the mean time Orodes, being in fome degree rcco^ 
covered from the diftrafUon of mind, which the death of 
his fon Paeorus had occafioned, appointed Phraates, the 
eldeft, but the moft wicked of all his children, to fucceed 
him in the throne, admitting him, at the fame time, to a 
Ihare of the regal power. Phraates no fooner faw him- 
felf vetted with the fovereign authority, than he caufed 
all his brothers by the daughter of Antiochus Eufebes, 
king of Syria, to be put to death, becaufe they were of a 
more noble defcent than himfelf. As this barbarity \ras 
highly refented by his father, he attempted to put him to 
death alfo, by giving him a potion of the poifonous Juice 
of hemlock \ but that proving only a medicine againit the 
dropfy, which grief had brought; upon the king, the cruel 
and unnatural fon caufed him to be ftified in his bed, and 
foon after difpatched all his brothers, who were thirty in 
number. The fame cruelty Ije exercifed over the nobi- 
lity, and all the reft of the royal family, not fparing his 
eldeft fon, left the difcontented Parthians (hould place 
him^ as he was already of age, on the throne. Hereupon 
many of the chief lords of Parthia» quitting their own 
country, took refuge in Syria, under the prote£lion of 
Antony. Among thefe was one Moncefes, a man of great 
dittinflion, who having gained the confidence of Antony, 
prevailed upon him to engage in a war with the Par* 
thians, his countrymen **. 

As Antony had, by means of his lieutenant Publius 
Canidius, reduced the Armenians, Albanians, and Ibe- 
rians, and carried his viftorious arms as far as Mount 
Caucafus, he was eafily perfuaded to embark in a war 
which, he had long defigned, all the Romans, who ferved 
under him, earneftly prefling him to revenge the death of 
CrafTus, and their countrymen, who had perifbed with 
him at Carrhae. Accordingly, he began to make prepa- 
rations for fo great an undertaking'; and as he formed all 
his fchcmes for the carrying of it on by the advice of Mo- 
ncefes, in order to attach him the more to his fervice, he 
allowed him the revenues of three cities for his mainte- 
nance, in this imitating the generofity of Xerxes towards 
Themiftocles ; and promifed to place him on the throne 
of Parthia, on his conquering that country. In the mean 
time Phraates, dreading the advantage which the enemy 
might draw from the advice of fo wife and able a coun- 
fellor, who was well acquainted with the country, fent 

> Juftin. lib. xiii. cap. 4. Dio. CafT. lib. xlix. Plut. in CraflT. 
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a folemn embafly to invite him home, on fuch. terms as 
the banifhed Parthian thought fit to accept.- This ac- 
commodatioo greatly provoked Antony'; but, neverthe- 
lefs, he did not ufe any violence, for fear of difcouraging 
others from revolting. He therefore difmiffed him with 
great civility, and fent ambaifadors with him to Phraates, 
to treat of a peace, hoping thus to divert that prince from 
making the neceffary preparations for a war, and to fall 
upon him before he was in a condition to defend himfelf : 
but herein Antony was greatly difappointed ; for, on his 
arrival at the Euphrates, which he intended to pafs, and 
enter the Parthian dominions on that fide, he found all 
the paffes fo well guarded on the other bank, that he 
thought it advifeable to march off to the left, with a de« Ittvada 
fign to reduce Media, and from thence invade Parthia. MeSa. ' 

This plan had been fuggefted to him before by Artaba- 
zus, king of Armenia, who, having a difference with Ata- 
vafdes, king of Media, had prefied Antony to take that 
route, with no other view than to diftrefs the Median, his 
rival. Antony had rejeftcd it, when firft propofed, in- 
tending to invade the Parthian dominions by the neareft 
way over the Euphrates ; but not fucceeding, he accepted 
the propofal of the Armenian, who^ in the end, betrayed jj*^ ; 
him % for, inftead of conducting him the ftrait way andfa^ 
from Zeugma, on the Euphrates, to the river Araxes, tiguing 
which parted Media from Armenia, and was near five «««^^^» 
hundred miles diftant from the place whence he firft fet 
out, he led him over rocks and mountains fo far about, 
that the army had marched above a thoufand miles, be- 
fore they reached the borders of Media ', where they in- 
tended to begin the war j fo that they were not only 
greatly fatigued, but had not fufficient time, the year 
being already far advanced, to put in execution the defign 
of their expedition. However, Antony being in great 
hafte to return to Cleopatra, left behind him moft of the 
baggage of the army, and three hundred waggons loaded 
with battering-rams, and other military engines for fieges, 
ordering Statianus, one of his lieutenants, with a body of 
ten thoufand meiv, to guard, and bring them, by flower 
marches, after the army. With the reft of the forces he 
haftened forward, and marched three hundred miles more, 
vrithout allowing his army any refpite, till he arrived at 
Fraafpa, or, as others call it, Phraata, the capital of Me- BefiegH 
dia \ which he immediately invefted : but, as the place P^^^lP^* 

c Dio CaiT. & Plut. ibid. Strabo, lib. xi* k xvi. 
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was well fortified, he was foon made fenfible of his miU 
take in leaving behind his battering*rams>and other military 
engines ; for, without them, he could make no progrefs 
in the 'fiege ; and when the Median and Parthian forces 
came up with him, they did not think it neceflary to at« 
tack him, but purfued their march, with a defign to 
prevent Statianus from joining him with the heavy car- 
riages, without which, they knew, he could never make 
himfelf mafter of the city. Statianus did not exped 
them ; and therefore, being attacked before be had time 
to draw up his men, was cut off, with the whole body 
under his command, which amounted to ten thoufaud 
men. All the baggage and military engines were taken, 
and, among the reft, a battering-ran;i, eighty-feet long, 
Polemo, king of Pontus, was made prifoner, and, with 
him, a few Romans, to whom the Parthians gave quarter 
at the end of the flaughter } but all the reft were put to 
the fword •*. 

Statianus, on his fir ft difcovering the enemy, had diA 
patched an exprefs to Antony, who made all the hafte he 
could to his affiftance ^ but he came too late, and found, 
on his arrival, Statianus, and all his detachment, dead on 
the field of battle : but, as no enemy appeared, he re<« 
turned to the fiege, where he was daily harafled by the 
garrifon within, and by the enemy's army without. If he 
fent out fmall p^irties to forage, they were generally cut 
off by the Parthian cavalry ; and if he detached large bo- 
dies, thofe who remained were not able to ftand the re- 
peated fallies of the numerous garrifon. To obviate thefe 
inconveniencies, Antony attempted to draw the enemy to 
a general engagement, and twice fucceeded, but without 
reaping from thence any advantage j for though he put 
the enemy to flight in both engagements, yet the lofs they 
fuftaiiied was very inconfiderable, the Parthians prevent- 
ing, by the fwiftnefs of their horfes, the evil confe- 
quences which * generally attend defeats. In the laft he 
thought his vidlory complete, and purfued it to the ut- 
moft ; but found that he had killed only eighty of the ene- 
my's men, and taken thirty prifoners, during the whole 
aftion. However, he continued before Phraata- till his 
provifions were near exhaufted, and the forage round the 
country quite confumed, when he began to think of a re- 
treat, as he had loft all hopes of making himfelf mailer 
of the befie^ed city ; but as he was to march three hun- 

d Strabo, lib. xi. p. 513. Dio Caff. p. 407. Yell. Paterc. lib. ii. 
cap. Si. Plut. in Anton. 
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drcd miles through the enemy's country, he fent ambafla- 
I dors to Phraates, to acquaint him, that the Roman people 
-^ere willing to grant him a lafting peace, provided he 
urould return the ftandards and prifoners taken at Carrhae. 
Phraates received the ainbaflkdors, fitting on a golden 
throne ; and, after having inveighed againft the avarice 
and unbounded ambition of the Romans, told them that 
he would not part with the ftandards and captives taken 
at Carrhae, but would allow Antony to retire unmolefted, 
provided he withdrew immediately from before Phraata. 

Antony, who was reduced to great difficulties, no Afitvnj 
fooner received this anfwer than he raifed the fiege, and rai/es the 
began his march towards Armenia, hoping that Phraates /^^^ 
would obfervc his promife : but he was greatly dif- ^^^fP^* 
appointed ; for the Parthiians attacked him eighteen Haredjei 
times, with all their forces, before he reached the Araxes, by the P^^^ 
which was the boundary of the Median territories. It is '^/«»J<« 
true, he always repulfed them, but not without great lofs ^^re^ 
on his fide ; whereas that of the Parthians, being all horfe- 
men, was very inconfiderable, occafioned by their quick 
retreats. The Romans were very*fortunate in their guide, 
who, being a native' of Mardia, a country bordering on 
Media and Armenia, was well acquainted with the roads 
and bye-ways, and condufted them with great fidelity. 
Hovfcver, the army was thrice in imminent danger of be- 
ing entirely cut off by ambufcades, which they could not 
jx>fiibly have efcaped, had they not received notice of 
them from the enem/s quarters. Monoefes twice fore- 
warned Antony of them, by a meffenger fent to him for 
that purpofe,' in return for the kindnefs fliewn him during 
his banifliment. The other time he had his intelligence 
from an old Roman foldier, who had continued aniong 
the- Parthians ever fince the battle of Carrhae, and .came 
to the Roman camp, to acquaint hi« countrymen with the 
danger. This painful march lafted twenty-fe»en days> 
during which time they were not only inceflantly haraffed 
by the Parthian archers, but greatly diftreffed for want of Gnatfy 
pfrorifions, the parties that went out to forage being gene- difinffed 
rally cut off, and their beads of burden either dead, of M"^^ 
employed in carrying the fick and wounded. A quart of %^^*' 
iKrheat was fold in camp for fifty drachmas, and barley- 
loaves for their weight in filver : at laft they were reduced 
to live upon fuch roots and herbs as they found in the - 
fields, which occafioned many diftempers. When the 
iiamine began to rage in the campt fome, to avoid it^ iled 
to the ^nemy, but were by the Parthians cruelly ntnr- 
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dered, in the fight of the reft. This barbarity put a ftop 
to their dcfcrting, and proved very advantageous to An- 
tony, who would have been left alone, had the enemy 
treated kindly fuch as took refuge with them. Antony, 
feeing his men dying every day in great numbers, was often 
heard to cry out, " O, the ten thoufand !" admiring the 
condu£l of Xenophon, who marched a longer way through 
the enemy's country ; and, notwithftanding all oppofition, 
led his troops fafe home. At length the army began to 
mutiny, and falling upon thofe who had gold or filver, 
plundered and murdered them, rifled Antony's baggage, 
feized on his money and plate, a,pd committed many 
Jdtonp re» other diforders. The general, quite diflieartened, retired 
duciato to his tent, where, calling one of his freed-men, ordered 
^*"** him to kill him, and, after his death, to cut off his head, 
and conceal it, left it (hould fall into the enemy's hands, 
and be infulted, as that of CraiTus had been ; but the 
Mardian guide coming into his tent in the mean time, 
prevailed upon him to forl)ear ufing any violence on him- 
felf, by afluring him that the worft of the march was 
over ; and that he was at a fmall diftance from the river 
Araxes, beyond which the Parthians would not continue 
Arrrvet the purfuit. Accordingly, , he arrived in a few days at 
'^:^1^-V^' that river, and crofled it, without being difturbed in the 
leaft by the enemy. The foldiers, feeing themfelves out 
of the enemy's reach, and in a place of fafety, fell down 
on the ground, and kificd it, embracing one another with 
tears of joy «(F). ^^^^^^ 

c Plut. Dio Cafl; Juftin. Flor. ibid. 

(F) Antony committed, with- The greateft error he cora- 

out all doubt, many miflakes in mitted in this fatal undertake 

the management of this war, in?, was his obflinately pur- 

but none in his retreat ; for fumg his march, after he bad, 

all the ancients do him the with the utmofl difficulty, got 

juAice to own, that he con- back into Armenia ; for, in* 

du^ed it with as much art and Head of putting the remainder 

fuccefs as it was capable of. of his army into winter-quar- 

Jie loll, indeed, a great man^ ters, and allowing them time 

) men ; for, on his reviewing his to refre(h themfelves after fo 

forces after he had paiTed the long and fatiguing a march, ai 

Araxes, he found twenty thou- he was in haHe to get back to' 

fand foot, and four thoufand Cleopatra, he continued his 

borfe, miffing ; but the greater march, though winter was far 

partofthefehadperifhedby the advanced, through Armenia, 

hardfhips of the campaign, and which Was then covered with 

very few by the enemy's fvvord. fnow; and, in that mountain- 
ous 
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Antony was no fooner returned from this expedition, 
than the kings of Media and Parthia difagreeing about the 
booty they had taken on (he defeat of Statianus, the 
former fent an embafly, offering to join him, with all his 
forces, againft the latter. Antony accepted his offer with 
great joy, becaufe he was informed, at the fame time, that * 
the Parthians, not able to endure the tyranny and cruelty 
of their king, had taken up arms againft him, and were 
greatly divided among themfelves. Thefe circumftanccs 
offered him a favourable opportunity of repairing, by a 
new expedition, the mifcarriage* of the 'former. Ac- Refd'vft 
cordingly, he refolved to embrace it) and leaving Egypt, onafecond 
haftened into Syria, there to make the neceffary prepa- '■*'/f^'^'^« 
rations for a fecond invafion ; but Cleopatra feigning, ^^^?i- , 
^hat his abfence had thrown her into a languifhing diftem- i,ut is di- * 
per, and that fhe could not live without him, be was fo averted 
infatuated as to believe her ; and reliuquifhing all thoughts -f^^"' '' ^ 
of revenging his late lofTes, to drop the enterprize, and ^^P^*^^* 
return to the embraces of his beloved ^Egyptian ^ How- 
ever, he fent fuch a body of Roman troops to the aflift- 
ance of Artavafdes, king of Media, as enabled him to gain 
a complete viftory over Phraates, king of Parthia j but 
the enfuiflg year, a war breaking out between Antony 
and 0£lavianus, the former not only recalled the troops 
he had fent to the afTiftadce of Artavafdes, but alfo re- 
tained thofe which Artavafdes had fent him in their room : 
by which means the king of Media was entirely defeated 
in a fecond battle, and taken prifoner by Phraates, who, 
purfuing his viftory, reduced all Media, and likewife At- .Midia rt^ 
menia, reftoring to that throne Artaxias, the fon of Arta-- ^«^^^ h 
bazus, who had been driven from it by Antony. Phraaus^ 

f Piut. in Anton. Dio CaC lib. xlix. p.4ii« 



ous country, loft eight thoiifand 

more of his men, who perilhed 

by reafon of the h^d feafon, 

-andexceflive cold; fo'that, ac« 

cording to the inoib moderate 

jcalculation^ he lofl in all thirty* 

•two tboufand me n ( 1 ) . Floras 

tells us (2), that he did not 

^ring back th^ third part of his 

'army, which, at firft fetting out 

this deflrudtive undertake 



on 



|ng9 coniiiled of a hundred 
(i)Plut.& Dio Caff. ibid. 



tboufand men. He was not 
indeed overcome in battle, as 
Craflus had been ; but if w^ 
compare the loiles of both ge* 
nerals, we (hall* find An tony '« 
expedition to have been the 
mod unfortunate of the two; 
and yet, on his return into E- 
gypt, he had the confidence to 
affume fuch honours as were 
due only to conquerors. 

(i)Flor.lib. iv. cap. io» 

Phraates^ 
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Civil dif Phraates, elated with this fuccefs, began to opprefi 
fenfnns j^jg fybjc^ls in a moft cruel and tyrannical manner; 
Mongthe ^hceupon the Parthian nobility, confpiring againft him, 

* < drove him from the throne^ and placed on it, in his room, 

Tirxdates, one of their own body; but the next year 
Phraates returned into Parthia, at the head of a nume* . 
rous army ; and, having overcome his rival in a pitched 
battle, recovered his crown. Tiridates- took refuge in 
Syria, where Oftavianus found him, after the death of 
Antony ; and was warmly folicited to lend him his aHift- 
ance againft Phraates. At the fame time ambafladoTS 
arrived from Praates, on the contrary fide : O£tavianos 
received them both in a very friendly manner, without 
intending to help either, but rather to incenfe them againft 
each other ; and, by that means, to weaken the power 
and ftrcngth of that formidable empire. "VVith this view 
he gave Tiridates leave to continue in Syria till he fliould 
be in a condition to make head againft his rival^ accept* 
ing from him a fon of Phraates, who had fallen into 
his hands. This fon he carried with him to Rome, where 
he kept him as a hoftage «. Not long after^ Tiridates 
returned into Parthia, and drove out Phraates } but was 
foon expelled again by him, in his turn. Phraates was 
aflifted by the Scythians, who not only reinftated him ifl 
iiis kingdom, but fupported him in it with a powerfid 
army. Hereupon Tiridates, with the leading men of his 
party, fled to Rome, to implore the affiftauce and pro* 
te£bion of Auguftus, promifing to hold the kingdom i£ 
hittiy provided he was reftored to it by his means, Phrft- 
ates, hearing he had fled to Rome, difpatched ambaffin 
dors thither, to traverfe his defigns, and to demand ef 
Auguftus the delivery of his rebellious fubjefts, and the 
releafe of his fon, whom Tiridates had put into his hands. 
Auguftus received Tiridates, as well as the ambafladot% 

* with particular marks of efteem ; but anfwered, that h^ 
would not deliver Tiridates into the bands of Phraate%v 
nor lend either of them afliftance againft th^ <>tbtt> 
However, to gratify both in fome meafure, he gave 
dates leave to continue at B£>me, ordering faini) out 
ifae public treafury, a maintenance fuitable to his 
and fent back to Phraates his fon, on his promifing to 
ftore the captives and ftandards that had been taken frotfl 
Craflus and Antony \ 

t Dio CafT. lib. li. p. 456. Plut. ibid. JuHin. lib. xlii. cap. 
^ Juftin. ibid. Dio CafT. lib. liii. 

Thi$| 
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^his promife Phraates could not prevaif upon himfelf 
to perform^ till Auguftus repaired in perfon to Syri^, 
three years after this period ; when dreading a foreign 
War, as he was greatiy hated, by his fubje£U on account 
of his cruelty, be fent ambaifadors to conclude an alliance 
with the people of Rortie : and on this occafion he re- 
ftored all the captives and enfigns which the Pafthians had 
taken in their Wars with Craffus and Antony. At the 
fame time, r he agreed to fuch tetms of peace as Auguftus 
thought proper to impofe ; giving four of his fons, with 
th^ir wives and children, as hoftages for the peri'ormance 
of articles ' (G). 

t Liv. lib. cxxxix. Flor. lib* iv. cap. ult. Strab. lib. ii. p. aSS. 
& lib. xvi. p. 748. Vel Paterc. lib. ii. cap. 91. Juftin. lib. Xiii. 
cap. ult* Dio, lib. liv. p. 52. Eatrop. lib. vii. Orof! lib. ti. cap.ax* 

(G) The enfigns Auguftus formerly fent by Auguftus to 

caufed to be hu|[ig up in a tern- Phraates as a preient, the king 

pie, which he built, and con- kept hpr at firft as his concu* . ' 

fecrated to Mars Twice the bine ; but afterwards, on her 

Revenger ; and appointed Cir- bringing him a fan, married 

cenfian fports to be annually her, and declared her queen. 

iblemnrzed in memdry of his In this ftation ftie gained ah 

victory at Phflippi' (for, be- abfolute afcendant over Jhim, 

fore that battle, he had vowed which ftie made ufe of to 'fe- 

the temple to Mars), and of cure the fucceffion to her fon, 

his recovering the Roman eft- With this view (he propofed to 

figns from the Parthrana (i). Phraates the delivering up of . 

Juftin obferves here {2), that hiis other fons, who were four 

Auguftusdid more by the great- ^ in all, to the Romans ; iand he 

nefs of his name, than any readily came into the propofal^ 

other could have done by a as not thinking himfelr fafe 

long and expeniive war ; but againft his difcontented fub- 

Tacitus (3) tells us, that Phra- je£ls, fo long as there were any 

ines was induced to comply of the royal race of Arfaces of 

'♦5th the demands of Auguftus, an age fit to govern. On this 

Bot for fear 6f him, but be- confideration, when hoftages 

IBnifehe diftrufbedhis own fub- were demanded by Auguftus, 

9. Strabo (4), and Jofe- for fecuring the terms of their 

us (5) agreeing with Taci- agreement, he delivered up to 

, relate the matter in the him his four fons, Sarafpades, 

owing manner J a* very Cerofpades, Phraates, and Vo- 

autiful .Italian woman, by nones, two of their wives, and 

e Thermufa, having been four of their fons. 

(I) Vide Ovid. Faft. lib. v. &Horat. lib. iv. ad ult.' (•) Juftin. 
lib. xlii. cap. 5, (3) Tacit. Annal. lib. ii.cap. i. (4.) Strab* 
Kb. vi. p. s88, (5} Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xviii. cap. s* 
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Thefe were all carried to Rome, where they remained 
many years ; but a fifth fon, whom he had by Thermufa, 
named Phraaticcs, was educated at home, and appointed 
to fucceed his father. The Parthians were fo fuperfti- 
tioufly addifled to the family of Arfaces, that Phraates 
knew they would bear with him, notwithftanding their 
hatred, as long as they had no other of the fame race to 
fet up in his room ; and therefore it was not for fear of 
Auguftus, as fome write, but for his own fafety, that he 
readily yielded up to him his four fons, who being of an 
age to govern, gave him ho fmall jealoufy. But what 
he thus projected for his fafety, proved at laft his ruin4 

PhraatUis. for, as foon as Phraatices was of age, Thffermufa, impa- 
tient to fee him on the throne, poifoned her hufband, to 
make roonl for him the fooner *. 

But he was fcarce feated on the throne, when the 
Parthians, difdaining to be governed by fo wicked a 
parritide, rofe up in arms, and drove him into ba- 
.nifhment, where he periflied fome years after. In hfe 

erodes IL room they placed orie Orodes, who was of the royal fa- 
mily of Arfaces, but generally hated, on account of his 
cruel :and faVage temper : however, they preferred him 
to the fons of Phraatices, who, by their father, were 
defcended from the Italian concubine Thermufa ; but not 
being able to bear his unheard-of cruelties, they afiaflinated 
him foon after, at a banquet. Upon his death they dif- 
patched ambafladors to Rome, intreating Auguitus to 
fend one of the fons of Phraates to rule over them. The 

FQwnes. emperor readily granted th^m Vonones, who was received 
at firft with great demonftrations of joy; but as he be- 
trayed a great inclination to the Romans, and aiFeftei 
their drefs and manners, the Parthians grew foon weary 
of their new king; and, difdaining to obey, as they ex- 
preffed it, a Roman (lave, had recourfe to ArtabanuSi 
king of Media, who was like wife of the race of Arfacc% 
inviting Him to take poflefEon of the crown of Parthia. • 

Artabanus. Artabanus willingly complied with their requeft ; 'fcll 
being encountered on the frontiers by Vonones, was If 
him defeated, though he had a confiderable ZTtnj^^ 
obliged to. retreat into Media. There he raifed ncir 
foi»ces5 and, in a fecond engagement obtained a complctt^ 
viftory over Vonones, who took flielter in Armenia^ 
where he was kindly received, and entertained by fomi 
of the chief lords or that country : but Artabanus threat- 



^ Straboj lib. xvi. p. 749. 
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ening to invade Armenia, Vonor^es thought proper to 

retire from thence, after having folicited, in vain, the 

affiftance of Tiberius, by a folemn embafly fent to Rome 

for that purpofe. From Armenia the unhappy prince 

"withdrew into Syria, and there delivered himfelf up to 

Creticus Silanus, governor of that province, who, in con- 

fequence of his being educated at Rome,' fufFered him to 

live at Antipch, with the pomp and title of a king. He 

was afterwards removed by Germanicus from Antioch to 

Porapeiopolis, in Cilicia* whence he made his efcape, 

/though kept under a ftrift guard; but being foon after 

retaken, was killed by one nemmius, a Roman foklier K 

Germanicus had removed him from Antioch to Eompeio- 

polis, at the requeft of Artabanus, and alfo becaufe he ■ 

was in high favour with Cneius Pifo, to whofe wife, PJan- 

cina, he made rich prefents, having brought with him ' 

iuto Syria immenfe treafures ". 

Artabanus, having now no competitor to contend with, 

began to treat his fuojefts with great cruelty : whereupon 

fome Parthian lords, among whom were Sinnaces, a man 

of great povver and credit, and an eunuch named Abdus, 

entering into a plot againft him, fent privately to Rome 

for Phraates, the fon of king Phraates, who had been de- P^raatn 

livered by his father to Auguftus, as a hoftage. The -^"'Z?* 
t .'' r ti iT»i' °i Rome tnt§ 

deputies reprefented, that the rarthians were ready to. p^rthimt 

revolt ; that they wanted only a leader j that a defend- 
ant of Ar faces, fupported by Rome, and feen- on the 
banks of the Euphrates, would occafion an immediate and 
general infurredlion. Tiberius, who had fucceeded Au- 
guftus, was^glad of fo favourable an opportunity of raifing 
new difturbances in Parthia ; for Artabanus, elated with 
the fuccefs that had attended him in his wars with the 
neighbouring nations, had not only feized on Armenia, * 
and appointed his eldeft fon Arfaces king of that country, 
but fent a meflage to the governor of Syria, demanding 
the treafures which Vonones had left there, and in Ci- 
licia ; and claiming all the countrieg which had been pof- 
fefled by Cyrus, and fmce by Alexander Tiberius, 
therefore, in hopes of humbling the haughty Parthian, 
immediately difpatched Phraates to recover his father's 
kingdom ; but that prince arriving in Syria, and there » 
difufing the Roman way of living, to which he had been 
many years accuftomed, and refuming the Parthian cuf- 
tOms, was feized, on that fudden change, with k violent 

» Suet, in Tiber. & 06lav. cap. 11. Tacit. Anna!, lib. ii. cap. s. 
Cc 4. ^ Tacit, Annal. ibid. 
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diftemper, which put an end to his life. At the fame \ 
time the plot was difcovered, and the chief promoters of j 
it either privately put to death, or fo narrowly watched, 
that they could not meet, without being obferved| to con- 
fult together about the neceflary meafures. 

However, Tiberius did not abandon the enterprize; 
but fubftituting Tiridates, another prince of the royat 
family of Parthia, in the room of Phraates, wrote to Mi- 
thridates Iberus, requefting him to invade Armenia, with 
his brother Pharafmenes, king of Iberia; and, by thefe 
means, to draw Artahanus out of his own kingdom. Mi- 
thridates, purfuant to the directions of T^iberius, entered 
Armenia, at the head of a numerous army of Iberians, 
and made himfelf mafter of Artaxata, the metropolis of 
that kingdom. At the fame time his brother Pharafmenes, 
having recourfe to treachery, fuborned fome of the fer- 
vints of Arfaces to murder him. Artahanus no fooner 
heard of the invaiion of Armenia^ and the death of his 
fon, than he difpatched his other fon, Orodes, with ^ 
powerful army, again ft the enemy ; and, at the fame time', 
lent to hire auxiliaries in Sarmatia and the neighbouring 
countries. Pharafmenes, on the other hand, having 
joined the Albaniati forces to his own, and received great 
fuppiies from Sarmatia, marched to the afliftance of hift 
brother, arid, meeting with Orodes, oflFered him battle ; 
which he dech'ning, Pharafmenes befieged him in his 
camp, and he was obliged, at laft, to put all to the iflue 
of ah engagement, which proved very bloody, the Par- 
thians behaving with their ufual bravery. The viftory 
was long. doubtful ; but, in the end, Pharafmenes having 
attacked and wounded Orodes, and a report being fpr^ad 
through the Parthian army, that he was killed, the iPar- 
thians retired in diforder, and left Pharafmenes mafter df 
the field. This vitlory was attended with the conqaeft 
of Armenia, which Pharafmenes over-ran without op{>6» 
fition. In the mean time Artahanus, having raifed Sn- 
other army, marched in perfon againft the united forces 
of Mithridates and Pharafmenes ; but his army being eii* 
tirely defeated, he was obliged to abandon his dorninioifS» 
and take refuge among the Carmanians and Hyrcanians "• 

Upon the retreat of Artahanus, Lucius Vitellius, go- 
vernor of Syria, advanced with his legions to the banlts 
of the Euphrates; and, having crofTed that river on % 
bridge of boats, caufed Tiridates, whom he had brought 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. cap. 36. Jofeph* Antiq. lib* xviii. cap. 6» 

with 
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with him, to be proclaimed king of Parthia. The new TtrUatef. 
king wgs immediately joined by a great many Parthian 
lords^ among whom were Ornofpades, Sinnaces, and 
Abdagefes. Ornofpades brought with him a ftrong body 
of horfbi and Abdagefes all the enfigns of royalty which 
had been committed to his care. When Vitellius foynd 
the Parthians inclined to receive Tiridates^ he repafled 
the Euphrates with his legions, and retired into Syriq. 
He had no fopner retired, than Phraates apd Hiero, two 
men of great powlr and authority among the Parthians, 
from envy to Abdagefes, who governed the new king and 
the whole court, returned to their old allegiance, and re- Artahanus 
called Artabanus, who was, at his firfl: appearing, joined ncalUJ. 
by all thofe who hated Abdagefes. The Scythians likc- 
inrife, the Dahse, and the Sacsp, declared in his favour, 
and fent powerful fupplies : fo that he was foon in a con- 
dition to take the field at the head of a very numerous and 
well-difciplined army^ Tiridates, who»had employed his 
whole time in befieging a fortrefs whither Artabanus had 
conveyed his treafures and concubines, did not think it 
advifeableto hazard an engagement at this jun6lure. He 
therefore retired into Mefopotamia, with a defign to re- 
cruit his army in the country of the Elymaeans and Arme- , 
nians, and then try the fortune of a battle ; but in his 
march he was abandoned by the greateft part of his troops, 
who either went home to their habitations^ or fled to Ar- 
tabanus, infomuch that, not thinking himfelf any longer 
Tafe within the Parthian dominions, he retired into Syria, 
leaving his competitor in quiet poffefGon of the crown ®. 

But it was not long before new diilurbances obliged Driveu 
Artabanus to quit the kingdom a fecond time. The no- auti 
bility, incenfed at his cruelties and haughty behaviour, 
again confpired againft him ; and, taking up arms, obliged 
him to take fhe.lter in the dominions of Izates, king of the 
Adiabenians, who not only received and entertained him 
in a manner fuitable to his rank, but, by his kind offices, 
prevailed upon the Parthian nobility to receive their king 
again, after he had, by a folemn oath, promifed to for- 

f'lve all thofe who had taken up arms againft him. The 
arthians had placed Cinnamus on the throne. in his 
roomt who was, by Izates, perfuaded to refign the regal 

Eower and authority to the baniOied prince. Artabanus andagain 
eing thus reftored to his kingdom, by the mediation of reftortiU 

• Tacit, ibid. cap. 41, 42,43,44. Jofcph. ibid. cap. 6. DioCafT. 
lib. Iviii. p. 5)7. Suet, in Tiber, cap. 66. 
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IzateSi b'cftowcd on him the rich country of Nifibis, and 
allowed him to wear a ftrait tiara, and to lie in a golden 
bed ; which were privileges peculiar to the kings of Par- 
thia. From this time he governed v/ith great equity and 
moderation, and, after a reign of thirty years, died, 
greatly lamented by all his fubjecSis, leaving behind him 
feven fons, Darius, Bardanes, Gotarzes, Orodes, Vol- 
gefes, Pacorus, and Tiridates- 

By his kft will he appointed Bardaq^s to fucceed him, 
who, forgetful of the obligations his family owed to Izates, 
made war upon him, becaufe he refufed to join that prince 
againft the Romans. His monftrous ingratitude towards 
a prince who had fo well deferved of the Parthian nation, 
was highly refented by the chief lords of his kingdom, 
who, taking up arms, killed him, and raifed his brother 
Gotarzes to the throne p. This is the account which Jo- 
fephus gives us, in few words, of the feveral acceffions 
and reigns of Bardanes and Gotarzes ; but Tacitus, dif- 
agreeing with that writer, relates that event in a quite 
different manner •!. According to him, Gotarzes and 
Bardanes were not the fons, but the brothers of Artaba- 
nus, who was fucceeded by Gotarzes, a mod cruel prince, 
and therefore fo much hated by his fubjedls, that they 
called Bardanes to the crown Bardanes, as he was a 
man of great refolution and a£livity, marched, in two 
days, three thoufand furlongs, and, arriving at Ctefipbon, 
furprifcd Gotarzes, and drove him from the throne. 
With the fame expedition he over-ran the chief provinces 
of the Parthian empire, and was every-where received 
with loud acclamations. Seleucia was the only city that 
refufed to fubmit, which he clofely beficged j but while 
he was wafting his time before that place, Gotarzes un- 
expe£tedly arrived at the head of a numerous army of Da- 
hans and Hyrcanians, which obliged Bardanes to raifc 
the fiege, and retire to the plains of Baflria.. Gotarzes 
followed him ; but while the two armies were ready to 
engage, Gotarzes received private intelligence of a con- 
fpiracy formed by the chief men of the kingdom againft 
himfelf, and alfo his brother*, to whom he immediately 
imparted it. Hereupon the two competitors had an inter- 
view, in which they were at laft thoroughly reconciled; 
both of them fwearing on the altar not to moleft one an- 
other, but to turn their arms againft their common ene- 
mies : nay, Gotarzes, judging Bardanes more worthy of 

p Zonar. lib. iii. Philoftrat. lib. i. &iii. de Vita Apollon. ^ Ta- 
cit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. S 
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the crown than himfelf, refigned it to him ; an inftance Gotan^s 
of equity and moderation feldom to be met with ! And, in ^^M"' '^^ 
order to remove all ground of jealoufy, retired into the ♦^'^T" 'f 
moft remote parts ofHyrcania. Bardanes, leaving Bac- Bardams\ 
tri'a, returned to the fiege of Seleucia, which voluntarily 
fubmitted^ after he had attempted, in vain, to reduce it 
by force. Being now fole mafter of the Parthian empire, 
he formed a defign of recovering Armenia •, but Vilius 
Marfus, or, as^we read in Jofephus, CalTius Longinus, 
governor of Syria, threatening him with war in cafe he 
made any attempts upon that kingdom, hfe thought it ad- 
vifeable to drop the enterprize ^, 

In the mean time Gotarzes, repenting of his refigna- hutrepenu^ 
tion, and being called by the nobility, who, in time of ^"^fl^fves 
peace, were continually attempting to change the govern- {^^^/'"'^ 
ment, raifed new forces, and advanced, at the head of a 
powerful army, to the river Charinda, where he was en- 
tirely defeated by Bardanes, who, e+ated with that viftory, 
attacked and reduced all the countries lying between that 
river and the Oindes, which parts the Dalians from the 
Arians. There he was obliged to halt, the Parthians, 
though viftorious, refufing to follow him into tkofe coun- 
tries. Having therefore erected monuments, with pom- 
pous infcriptions, importing, that none of the Arfacidse 
before him had exafted tributes from thofe nations, he re- 
turned home with the fpoils of the countries he had con- 
quered. The glory he acquired in this expedition ren- 
dered him infupportable to his fubjefts, efpecially the no» 
bility, who, confpiring againft him, killed him at a hunt- Bardanes 
ing match, when he was not attended by his guards, not. ^»rf^tf^^ 
apprehending any treachery or danger. He was, accord- 
ing to Tacitus, a prince endued with excellent qualities, 
and would have been one of the greaceft kings that ever 
reigned in Parthia, had he ftudied to be as much beloved 
by his fubjefts as he was feared by his enemies'. 
., Upon the death of Bardanes difputes arofe among the Yr. of Fl. 
nobility, relative to elefting a king to fucceed him, fome ' *397. 
declaring for Gotarzes, and others for Meherdates, the ^* ^^ 
grandfon of Phraates, by whom he had been delivered to 
the Romans as a hoftage. At laft the parfy of Gotarzes Gotarzes* 
prevailed, who was no fooner placed on the throne than 
he began to praclife all forts' of cruelty on his fubjeSs, 
efpecially on thofe who had. adhered to Meherdates : 
-whereupon they had private recourfe to the emperor Clau- 

' Tacit. Annal. lib. xi. cap. 8, 9. Jpfepb. ib^d« « Tsicilt. ibid. 
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jAiherdates diu^y foliciting him to fend them Meherdates, finte thej 
Jet up a could no longer hear with Gotarzes, whofe cruelties had 
^hTh/p^r "^^^^^^^^ ^™ odious to all his fubje<^8. Claudius rea* 
thian nobi' ^'^7 complied with their requeft; and having exhorted 
lity, and Meherdates to govern with equity and moderation, he 
fupported difmified him, together with the ambafladors ; and, at the 
by 'A' «»• ^amc time, wrote to Caius Caffius, governor of Syria, eu- 
^'^'^ *" joining him to attend the young prince to the banks of 
the Euphrates. When Meherdates arrived in Syria, Caf- 
(ius drew together his legions, and marched with him to 
Zeugma, where the river was then fordable. There he 
encamped, and beine joined by Abgarus, king of Ldefla, 
and fuch of the Parthian chiefs as privately favoured Me- 
herdates, he exhorted, in their prefence, the new king 
to forward the execution of his defign, left the Parthians 
jDhould in the mean time, as it had often happened, cool ia 
their afi*e£iions to him, retire home, or join his comt* 
petitor. 

This advice, the bed that could be given, was fruftrat- 
ed by the treachery of Abgarus, who had, iii appearance^ 
efpoufed the intercft of Meherdates, but was, in reality, 
entirely attached to Gotarzes. He detained the young 
king many days at Edefla, though Carrhanes, a leading 
man among the Parthians, and a (incere friend to Mefaer« 
dates afiured him, that if he only (hewed himfelf, he 
J/leherdaiis would be joined by great multitudes ; but Meherdates, 
betrayed by negle£ling the advice of his friends^ followed that only 
Abgarus, of ^q tieacherous Abgarus, who prevailed upon him to 
Ede/fa naarch a great way about, and, inftead of entering Mefo» 
'^ ' potamia, though he was on the borders of that country, 
to pafs through Armenia, which was in great part covered 
with fnow. As they defcended into the champaign coun- 
try, virearied with the deep fnow and ftecp mountains, 
Carrhanes joined them with his forces. Thence they 
crofled the Tigris, pafled through the country of the Adia^ 
benians, and advancing to the city of Ninos, the ancient 
feat of the kings of Auyria, made themfelves mafters of 
that place, as they did likewife of the ftrong caftle of Ar- 
bela. In the mean time Gotarzes, having offered facri* 
fices on Mount Sambulos to the gods of the place, efpe- 
ciaDy to Hercules, encamped in the plain, with the river 
Carma between him and the enemy. Meherdates endea- 
voured, by daily infults and haughty meffages, to draw 
him to a battle; but he declined it, foliciting, in the 
mean time, by his emiflaries, the friends of Meherdates 
to abandon and betray him. In thefe endeavours he was 
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attended with all poffiUe fuccefs ; for firfl:, Izates, kin$ 
pf the Adiabenians, and afterwards Abgarus, king of th^ 
EdefTanSy went over to him, with all the forces under tbei^ 
cpnnmand. Meherdates, feeing himfelf forfaken by his 
allies^ and miftrufting thofe who remained, refolved, as 
his only refourcei to commit the ifiui& to chance, and nOf. 
a battle ^ which Gotarzes no longer avoided, hi$ army 
l^ing now as much ftrengthened as his enemy's was weak- 
ened. Both parties engaged ^with the utmoft fury, and 
the viflory continued doubtful, till Carrbanes, having put 
to flight one of the enemy's wings, and purfuing it too 
tar, was furrounded by a body of refeirve, which prevented 
him from reaming to the a£|iftance of Meherdates ; who Hisarmw. 
^ing fo hemmed in that he could ' not make his efc^pe, defeated, 
Surrendered to Parrhaces^ a dependent of his father's, by «»^ '^^«- 
whom he was immediately loaded with fetters, and deli- -^y^*'* 
vered up to the conqueror. Gotarzes looking upon him *^* 
not as one of the race of Arfaces, but as a Roman^ and 
foreigner, ordered his ears to be cut off, in contempt of the 
Bojmans, but granted him his life to (hew his clemency ^ 

Not long after this battle Gotarzes died, and was fuc- Vononeu 
ceeded by Vonones, at that time governor of Media, 
whofe reign was fhort and inglorious ; for he did nothing 
which writers have thought worth tranfn>ittting to pofterity. 
Upon the death of Vonones, the crown of Parthia de- 
volved upon Vologefes, the fon of Gotarzes, according Yr. of Fl*. 
to Jofephus ; of Vonones, according to Tacitus* In the *398* 
beginning of his reign he invaded Armenia with a power- •^* ^' 
falarmy^ and having, without oppofition, made himfelf _, 

mailer of Artaxata and Tigranocerta, the two chief cities yohgejes* 
of that kingdom, he obliged Rhadamiftus, the Iberian, 
who had ufurped the crown, to fave himfelf in Iberia. 
Upon his retreat Vologefes declared his brother Tiridates 
king of Armenia, having before appointed his other bro- 
ther, named Pacorus, king of M6dia ; for Tiridates and 
Pacorus had yielded the crown of Parthia to him, though 
Jbom of a Greek concubine 5 whence he thought it in-? 
cumbent upon him to procure a crown for each of thofe 
i«rho had fo generoufly parted with one for him j but 
while he was in Armenia, a plague breaking out in his 
army, occafioned by want of provifions, he was forced to 
reiinquiih his conquefts, and retire into his own domi- 
nions. Hereupon Domitius Corbulo> entering Armenia, 
expelled TiridateSi with the {ew Parthian forces that had 

< Tacit, ibid. & lib. xii. cap. 14. 
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• continued with him, and placed on that throne Tigrancs, 
the Cappadocian, as we have related in the hiftory of 
Armenia. 

This affront Vologefcs could not brook. Having, with 
great folemnity, crowned Tiridates, king of Armenia, he 
difpatched Monoefes, one of his generals, with a ftrong 
body of chofen horfe, and Adiabenian auxiliaries, en- 
joining him to drive out Tigranes, and recover Armenia, 
which had been long held by, and therefore belonged to, 
the princes of the family of Arfaces. As for himfelf, he 
dropped his expedition againft the Hyrcanians, who had 
lately revolted ; arid having raifed a great army, began to 
make the ncceflary preparations for a defcent on the Ro- 
man provinces. Corbulo, whom Nero had charged with 
the defence of Armenia, was no fooner acquainted with 
the meafures taken by Vologefes, than he fent two legions 
to the afliftance of Tigranes, under the command of 
Verulanus Severus and Vettius Bolanus, with private 
injunftions to aft rather with caution than eagernefs 
and difpatch ; for he was more deHrous, as Tacitus ob- 
ferves, of keeping a war on foot, than bringing it to a 
fpeedy conclufion : befides, he had written to Nero, that 
another general was neceflary to defend Armenia, fincc 
Syria was threatened with a terrible ftorm from Vologefes. 
In the mean time he pofted the remaining legions along 
the banks of the Euphrates ; ,and, having raifed new forces 
in the province, placed guards at all the pafles, and 
eredled forts over the feveral fountains, to prevent the 
enemy from having any water in that dry and fandy 
country. / 

Jn'uades While Corbulo was thus bufied in fecuring Syria, Mo- 

Armenia* -noefes advanced by long marches towards Armenia, hop- 
ing to furprife Tigranes : but, with all his expedition, he 
found that prince ready to receive him ; for he had fur- 
niOied the ftrong city of Tigranocerta with all manner of 
provifions, and warlike ftores ; and retired into it, with 
all his forces. Monoefes, after having attempted in vain 
to reduce it, withdrew, and began to lay waftc the coun- 
try. Hereupon Corbulo, who was unwilling to engage 
in a war with the Parthians, left he fliould lofe the repu- 
tation he had gained, fent ambafladors to Vologefes, to 
expoftulate with him for attacking a Roman province, for 
befieping'a king who was a friend and ally of the Roman 
people, and for ravaging a country which Rome had taken 
under her protc(Slion. ^ At the fame time he gave him to 
underftand, that if he did hot abandon the fiege of Ti- 
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granocerta, he would confider it as an infra£llon of the 
treaties fubfifting between the Parthbns and Romans, 
and, in his turn, invade the Parthian territories. Volo- 
gefes, cautious of provoking Corbulo, who hnd acquired 
great fame by his miliiary exploits, anfwered, that he 
would fend ambafladors to beg of Nero the kingdom of 
Armenia, and to renew ,the alliance made by his anccf- 
tors with the people of Rome. Agreeably to this anfwer 
be immediately difpatched meflengers to Moncefes, order- 
ing him to raife the fiege of Tigranocerta ; and retired 
himfelf, with all his forces, to wait for the return of the 
ambafladors he had fent to Rome. The emperor Nero 
received them in a very obliging manner ; but refufed to 
renew his ancient alliance with the Parthians, unlefs they 
renounced all pretenfions to the crown of Armenia. This 
anfwer (o incenfed Vologefcs, that he immediately drew 
all his forces together, with a defign to invade Syria ; 
but finding the banks of the Euphrates ftrongly guarded 
by Corbulo, he turned all his efforts againft Armenia, 
where he gained thofe advantages over Caefennius Paetus. 
which we have related at large in the hiftory of that king- 
dom. However, he confented at lail, dreading the con- 
fequence of a war with the Romans, that his brother Ti- 
ridates fhould go in perfon to Rome, and there receive 
the crown of Armenia as a gift from Nero; who beftow- 
ed it upon him accordingly. Thus the ancient alliance be- Theancient 
tween the two empires was renewed, and the affairs of alliance bt- 
the Eaft were fettled in peace \ From this time no far- ''"'''» '^^ 
ther mention is made of Vologefes till the beginning of f ^7p*' 
the reign of Vefpafian, to whom he fent ambafladors, of- thians re- 
fering to affift him with forty thoiifand Parthian horfe '^ newed. 
Vefpafian, being already fettled on the throne, did not * 
accept of the fuccours offered him ;~but renewing all the 
ancient treaties with the Parthians, difmiffed the ambaf- 
fadors with prefents, and maintained, during the reign 
of Vologefes, a good underftanding with the Parthian 
nation. That prince being now difengaged from all fo- 
reign and domedic wars, applied himfelf to the building 
of a city, which, from his own name, he called Vologe- 
Tocerta, or the city of Vologefes ; but was prevented by 
death from completing the work he had begun. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Artabanus III. who, dif- -^''^^^^- 
agreeing with Vefpafian, efpoufed the caufe of the coun- ***' * 
terfeit Nero, of whom we (hall have occafion to fpeak in 

■ Tacit, ibid. w Tacit. Hift. lib. vi. 
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the hiftory of Rome. However, the emperor did not 
think it advifeable to refcnt the affront, the kingdom of 
Parthia being at that time in a very flourifliing condition, 
and the Roman provinces greatly weakened by a late ir- 
ruption of the Alani, a barbarous people of Scythia, in- 
habiting the countries bordering on the river Tanais, and 
the lake Mseotis. Artabanus had formed a defign of in- 
vading Armenia ; but died before he could put it in ex- 
PatirusII. ecution \ Upon his death, bis fon Pacorus II. was raif- 
cd to the throne; but all we know of him is, that he 
entered into an alliance with Deqebalus, king of the 
Daci, and maintained, during the whole time of his reign, 
which is faid to have been very long, a ft rid fricndihip 
with the Romans^. He was fucceeded by his brother 
Cofdroesi Cofdroes : he invaded Armenia, expelled Exadares, who 
had been appointed \xag of that country by the em- 
peror Trajan, and placed his eldeft fon, PartbamaGris, on 
the throne. As this was an open inf ration of the trea- 
ties fubfifting between the two empires, Trajan haftened 
into the Eaft, with a defign to humble the Parthians, who, 
relying on their vidories formerly gained over the Ro- 
mans, were raifing new difturbances in Syria and Arme^ 
nia, and making incurfions into the Roman provinces 
bordering on their dominions. His arrival in Armenia 
was fo fudden and unexpefled, that he reduced the whole 
country almoft without oppofition, and took Parthama- 
fhe empf firis hinifelf prifoner. Animated with thefe fuccefies, hq 
nr /Trajan entered Mefopotamia ; and, having there bcfieged an4 
^lufolota- ^^^^^ ^^^ ftrong city of Nifibis, after many fcirmiflies an4 
^.^/ «- ^j^j,Qynters, he made himfelf matter of that opulent coun- 
try, never before fubjeft to Rome. From Mefopotamia^ 
which be reduced to a Roman province, he returned, in 
the beginning of the winter, into Syria ; whence he ac- 
quainted the fenate with the fuccefs that had attended hie 
arms againft the Parthians \ and was by them honoured 
with the furnames of Armenicus and Parthicus *. 

Early in the fpring the emperor took the field again \ 
but was warmly oppofed by Cofdroes, whom he found en- 
camped on the banks of the Euphrates, with a defign to 
difpute his paffage. The emperor, after having fevcral 
times attempted to ford that river, and been always rcr 
pulfed with great flaughter, wa$ obliged to caufe boats 
to be built on the neighbouring mountains, which he pri- 
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ratcly conveyed from thence on carriages to the water- 
fide ; having, in the night-time, formed' a bridge with 
them, he pafled his army the next day, but not with- 
out great lofs and danger, the Parthians harafling his men 
the whole time with inceffant fliowers of arrows, which 
did great execution. Having gained the oppofitc bank, 
he advanced boldly into AfTyria, the Parthians flying 
every where before him, and made himfelf matter of 
Arbela. Thence he purfued his march, fubduing, with 
incredible rapidity, countries where the Roman ftandard^a 
had never been difplayed before. Babylonia^ or the pro- 
vince of Babylon, voluntarily fubmitted. The city itfelf 
was, after a vigorous refiftance, taken by ftorm ; l)y which 
means he became mafter* of all Chaldaea and AfTyria, the ondlih- 
two richeft provinces of the Parthian empire. From Ba- yV^ ^^^* 
bylon he marched to Ctefiphon, the metropolis of the J^^^ 
Parthian monarchy, which he befieged, and at laft re- '• 

duced. But there are few particulars recorded of 
thefc great conquefts ; this expedition, however glo- 
rious to the Roman name, being rather hinted at, than 
dcfcribed by the writers of thofe times. While Trajah 
was thus hiaking war in the heart of the enemy's country, 
Co'fdroes, having recruited his army, marched into Me- 
fopotamia, with a defign to recover that country, and cut 
off all communication between the Roman army and Sy- 
ipia. Oii his arrival in that province, the inhabitants 
iBoclced to him from all parts ; and moft of the cities', 
driving out the gartifons left by Trajan, opened their 
gates to him. Hereupon the emperor detached Lucius 
and Maximus, two of his chief commanders, into Mefo- 
potamia, to keep fuch cities in awe as had not revolted, 
and to open a communication with Syria. Maximus was Maximus 
inct by Cofdroes; and, having ventured a battle, his deftatidby 
army wa^ entirely defeated, and himfelf killed. But Lu- ^ofdrogj, 
clus, being joined by Euricius and Clarius, two other cffdroa^ 
Cofa'irianders fent by Trajan with frefli fupplies, gained drfgaudly 
confiderdWe advantages over the enemy, and retook the Luciuu 
cities of Nifibis and Seleucia, which had revolted. 

Trajan, though poflefled of all the heft and moft fruitful 
provinces of the Parftian empire, was convinced that he 
CG^ld not, without an enormous expence, maintain his 
conquefts, nor keep in fubjeftion fo fierce and warlike a 
people, at fuch a diftance from Italy : he therefore refolved 
to place over them a king of his ovm choofing, who 
fhould hold the crown of him, and his fuccefforsi and ac- 
knowlegc them as his lords and fovercrgns. With this 
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'View, he repaired to Ctefiphdn ; and, having there aflem- 
bled the chief men of the nation, he crowned one of the 
royal family, by name Parthanafpates, king of Parthia, 
obliging all who were prefent to pay him their allegiance. 
He chofe Parthanafpates, becaufe that prince had joined 
him at his firft entering the Parthian dominions, con- 
duced him 'vi^ith great, fidelity, and (hewn, on all occa- 
fions, an extraordinary attachment to the Romans. Thus 
the Parthians were at laft fubdued, and their kingdom 
made tributary to Rome. But they did not long continue 
in this Itate of fubje£lion ; for they no fooner heard of 
Trajan's death, which happened fhortly after, than they 
drov,e Parthanafpates from the throne; and, recalling 
Cofdroes, who had retired into the country of the Hyrca- 
nians, openly revolted from Rome. Adrian, who was 
then commander in chief pf all the forces in the £aft, 
and foon after acknowleged emperor by the army, thought 
it imprudent, though he was at that time in Syria with a very 
numerous army, to engage in a new war with the Parthi- 
ans; but contented himfelf with preferving the ancient 
limits of the empire, without any ambitious profpeds of 
farther conquefts : therefore, ih the beginning of his 
reign, he abandoned thofe provinces beyond the Euphrates, 
which Trajan had conquered, withdrew the Roman gar- 
rifons from Mefopotamia, and, for the greater fafety of 
other places, made the Euphrates the boundary of, and 
barrier in, thofe parts, polling his legions along the banks 
of that river. <» 

' Cofdores died after a long reign, and was fucceded by 
his eldeft fon Vologefes ; in whole reign the Alani, break- 
ing into Media, then fubjeft to the Parthians, committed 
there great devaftations ; but were prevailed upon, with 
rich prefents fent them by Vologefes, to abandon that 
kingdom, and return hoihe. - Upon their retreat, Volo- 
gefes, having qo enemy to contend with at home, fell un- 
expe£ledly upon Armenia; furprifed the legions there j 
and, having cut them all in pieces to a man, entered 
Syria ; defeated with great flaughter Attilius Conielianus, 
governor of that province ; and advanced, without oppo- 
fition to the neighbourhood of Antioch, putting every 
where the Romans, and thofe who favoured them, to the 
fword. Hereupon the emperor Verus, by the advice of 
his collegue Antoninus, furnamed the Philofopher, leav- 
ing Rome, haftened into Syria ; and, having forced the 
Parthians from that province, ordered Statins Prifcus to 
invade Armenia, and Caffius, with Martius- Verus, to 
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enter the Parthian territories, and carry the war into the 
cnendy's country. Prifcus made himfelf mafter qi Artax- 
ata, and, in one campaign, drove the Parthians, though 
not without great lofs on his fide, put of Armenia. Caf- Caffjus 
fius, on the other hand, having, in feveral encounters, gainsgreat 
defeated Vologefes, though he had an army of four hun- ^^'^^«- 
dred thoufand men under his command, reduced, in four ^f^'^^"^^ 
years time, all thofe provinces which had formerly fub- 
mitted to Trajan, took Seleucia, burnt and plundered the 
famous cities of Babylon and Ctefiphon, with the (lately 
palaces of the Parthian monarchs, and ftruck terror into 
the moft remote provinces of that great empire. On his 
return, he loft above half the number of his forces by 
(Icknefs and famine^ fo that, after all, the Romans, as n 

Spartianus obfexves, had no great reafori to boaft of theif 
vidlories and co^iquefts. 

However, Antoninus Verus, who had never moved dur- 
ing the whole time of the war, from Antioch and Daphne, 
.took upon him the lofty titles of Parthicus and Armenicus, 
as if he had acquired them juftly in the midft of his plea«- 
fures and debaucheries *. After the revolt and death of 
Caffius, Antoninus the Philofopher repaired into Syria, to 
fettle the affairs of that province ; and was, on his arri- 
val, met by ambafladors from Vologefes, who, having 
recovered moft of the provinces fubdued by Caffius, and 
being unwilling either to part with them, or engage in a 
new war, folicited the emperor to confirm him in the pof- 
/effion of them, promifing to acknowlege the fovereignty 
of Rome. To thefe* terms Antoninus readily agreed, and Apeaa 
a peace was accordingly concluded between the two em- concluded 
pires ; which Vologefes did not long enjoy, being foon *j^'w^'« 
after carried off by a diftemper, and not murdered by his ^^y^ 
own fubje£is, as we read in Conftantinus Manaffes, who 
calls him Belegefes. 

Upon his death, Vologefes III. the fon of his brother Vbh^ifes 
Sanatruces, and grandfon of Cofdroes, was raifed to the UL 
throne. He fided with Niger againft the emperor Seve- 
rus \ who having fettled affairs at home, marched againft . 
him, advancing to the city of Ctefiphon, whither he had 
retired, laid fiege to that metrppolis. Vologefes made a Ctefiphon 
•jnoft gallant defence \ but the city, after a long f^tgt^ taken by . 
|an d much blood-fhed on both fides, was taken by affault. Se*uerus. 
rThe king's treafures, with his wives and children, fell in- 
Ko the emperor's hands ^ but Vologefes had the good fortune 

". « Eufeb. in Chron. Zonar. lib. iv. Orof. Hi ft, Mifcei. Theo- 
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to make his efcape. Scvenis had ho fooner crblfed 
the Euphrates, than Vologefes recovered all the province^, 
except Mefopotainia> which he had reduced. Thefe ex^ 
peditions were^very expenfive to the Romans^ and coft 
them much blood, without their reaping any advantages 
from them \ for, as they had not fufficient forces to keep 
in awe the provinces they had fubdued, the inhabitant^ 
greatly attached to the family of Arfaces, never failed ^o 
return to their ancient obedience, as foon as the Roman 
armies were withdrawn. Vologefes was foon after eti« 
gaged in a war ftill more troublelome and deftrudive with 
his brother Artabanus, who, encouraged by fome of the. 
difcontented nobles, attempted to rob him of the crowds 
and place it on his own head* Vologefes gained feveral 
Tidories over his brother, and rebellious fabjefbs ; but 
died before he could reftore the empire to its former ti:ari- 
quiiity. 

Artabanns, who had a numerous army, did not meet 
with any oppofition in feizing the throne, vacant by the 
death of his brother, though Tiridates had a better title tb 
it, as being his elder brother. He had fcarce fettled the 
affairs of his kingdom, when the emperor Caracaila, dcr 
firons to fignalize himfelf by fome memorable explofft 
againft the Farthians, fent a folemn embaffy to him, de^ 
firing his daughter in marriage. Artabanus, overjoyed at 
this propofal, which, be thought, would be attended with 
a lafting peace between the two empires, received tli£6 
ambafiadorsVith all poffible marks of honour, and readil^ 
complied with their requeft. Soon after, Caracaila fent i 
fecond embaffv, to acquaint the king, that he was coming 
to fclemnize the nuptials : whereupon Artabanus went to 
meet him, attended with the chief of the nobility, and 
his beft tf oops all unarmed, and in moft pompons habits; 
but this peaceable train no fooner approached the Roman 
army, than the foldiers, on a fignal given them, falling 
upon the king's retinue, made a dreadful flaughter of th^ 
unarmed multitude, Artabanus himfelf efcaping wWl 
great difficulty. The treacherous Caracaila, having 
gained by this exploit great booty, and, as he though^ 
no Icfs glory, wrote a long and boafting letter to dre fe^ 
nate, affuming the title of Parthicus iav this piece of 
treachery. 

Artabanus, refolving to revenge himfelf on the Ro- 
mans for their inhuman and baroarons treachery, ra^fjid 
the moft numerous army that had been known in I^f- 
thia, crolTed the Euphrates, and entered Syria, putting aR 

ta 
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to fire and twoti. But Caracalla being rtiurdewrf before 

this inVafiori, IVtacrrrtUs, who had fucceeded hirt, met 

the Parthians at the head of an army eompofed of many 

legions, and all the autiliaries 6f the ftates of Afia. 

'The two armies no fooner cdme iri fight bf each otheri Anobflinati 

than they engaged with the utmoft fury. The battle i^g^gimtnt 

continued two days, both Romans and Pafthians fighting ^^*^^'' 

fo obftinately, that tlight only parted them, without any [/I'iani'^nd 

apparent advantage oil eithel- fide, though both retired, Romans, 

when night ended the conteft, ctyiri^, " Vitlory, vic^' 

tory I" Tne field of battle Was covered with dead bodies, 

there being already forty thoufand killed, including both 

Romans and ParthiahS : nevcrthelefs Artabanus was heard 

to fay, that the battle was only begUn, and that he would 

continue it till either the Parthians or Romans were cut 

in pieces. But.Macrinus, being apprifed, that •the king 

came highly enraged againft Caracalla in particular, and 

dreading the confequences which would attend the de- 

ftru£iion of his army, fent an herald to "Artabanusj ac*- - * 

quainting him with the death of Caracalla, and propoftng 

mn aiUfliice between the two empires. The king, under- ^^*^j j 

ftanding that his great enemy was dead, readily embraced '^*^'" ' • 

jhe propofals of peace and amity, upon condition that all 

the prifonera, who had been taken by the treachery of 

Caracalla, (hould be immediately rellored, and a large 

ftim of money paid, to defray the expences of the war. 

Thefe articles being performed without delay or hefitation, 

Artabanus returned into Partfaia, and Macrinus to An- 

tioch •. 

As Artabanus loft, on this occaEon, the flower of his ^^' '*'''• 
^rmy, Artaxerxes, a Perfian of a mean defcent, but of fi^"'^^ 

freat courage and experience in war, revolting from the ^ 
artbianS) pi^vaiied upon his countrymen to join him, 
and attempt the recovery of the fovcreign power, which, 
he faid, they had unjuftly been deprived of, firft by the 
Macedonians, and afterwards by the Parthians their vaf- 
ials. Artabanus, upon the news of this revolt marched, Deftat tht 
ffvith the whole ftrength of his kingdom, to fupprefs it j ^f!'^^'^'*^* 
but, being met by Artaxerxes, at the head of a no lefs ^„J j^j 
powerful army, a bloody battle enfued, which is faid to puttm-emd 
liave lafted three days. At length the Parthians, though to the Par* 
they behaved with the utmoft bravery, and fought like thtanfm' 
jnen in defpair, were forced to yield to the Perfians, who ^^'* 

• Tbeodof. Min. ubi fupra. Zonar. lib. iv. Sozomen.'Hiftor. 
Tripart. lib. ill. <ap. i-. 
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were commanded by a more experienced leader. Moft o£ 
their troops were cut off in the flight, and the king him- 
felf taken prifoner, and foon after put to death by Arta- 
xerxes" order. The Parthians, having loft in this fatal en- 
gagement both their king and their army, were forced to 
fubmit to the conqueror, and become vafTals to a nation 
which had been fubje£t to them for the fpace of four 
hundred and fcventy-five years. Thus was this gallant 
and warlike nation fubd\ied at laft, and the empire once 
more transferred to the PerGans. However, the royal 
family of Arfaces did not end in Artabanus» but continued 
to reign in Armenia, till the time of the emperor Juftini- 
an, holding that kingdom of the Perfian monarchs, to 
whom the Arfacidxof Armenia were tributaries. Among 
thefe we find the following princes mentioned in hiftory, 
Arfaces, Tiridates, Artabafdes, Tiridatcs II. Arfaces II. 
Paras, Tigranes, and Arfaces III. all defcended from 
Arfaces, brother to Artabanus IV. the laft king of Par- 
thia. 



C H A P. XXXV* 

l^he Hijlory of the Perfians^from their recover • 
ing the Empire from the Parthians to their 
being fubdued by the Arabs. 

S E C T. I. 

According to the Greek and Latin Authors. 

THE reader hath before feen after what manner, and 
how long, the Perfians were fubjed to the Parthians 
princes. "We are here to fpeak of their atchievements after 
they had again rendered themfelves independent ; and not 
only fo, but lords alfo of many fpacious provinces, and 
the firft nation in the Eaft. As we have no regular hif- 
tory of Perfia by any Greek or Latin writer, what we 
o(fcr to the reader in this fe£lion is colledtedj; as carefullf i 
as mifcfht be, from fuch as have occafionally mentioned 
the Perfian afl^irs. Thcfc paffages we have digefted into 
their natural order ; and if there be any omilfions. they 

wiH 
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will be fuppHed in the next article, wherein we (hall treat 
of the fame period, frofm the Oriental hiftorians (H). 

A Table of the Perjian Kings. 



211 



p 


Years. Mo. D. 




Years, 


Months. 


Artaxaresy 




14 lo 


Vararanes VI, 


»7 


4 


Sapores I. 




3« 


Perozes, 


ao 




Ormifdates, 




I O lO 


Valens, 


4 




Vararanes I. 




3 


Cavadei, 


II 




Vararanes II. 




>7 


ZambadeSy 


% 




Vararanes III. 




o f 


CavadeSf reflored, ^q 


• ^ 


Narfcs, 




7 9 


Chofroes I. 


48 




Miidates, 






Hormifdas, 


S 




Sapores II. 




70 


Chofroes II. 


39 




Artaxerxes, 


, 


4 


Siroes, 


I 




Sapores III, 




5 


Adhefyr^ 





% ' 


Vararanes IV, 


or\ 




Sarbaras, 





6 


Carmanfaa, 


IJC 


Bornarim, 





7 


Ifdj genes, 




21 


HormifdaSy 


10 




Vararanes V. 




so 









Artaxares, or, or as he is fometimes called, Artaxerxes, Yr. of FI. 

the reftorer of the FerGan kingdom, was not only a pri- »S76. 

^ A. D. 230* 

(H) We have divided the really taken from Oriental vvri- - 

hiftory of this period into two tcrs, but more efpecially from Artaxarts* 

parts : the firfl is compofed of MIrkhond ; and what is re-* 

fuch materials as the Latin and lated is fo neceifary a fupple- 



Greek writers furnifh, parti- 
cularly that noble coUe^ion 
which goes under the name 
of the Byzantine Hiftorians, 
whence we have taken ten 
times as much as hath appeared 
in any modern language, and, 



ment to what the flrft part con-- 
tained, that, without it, there 
would not only have remained 
a vifible impcrfe6lion, but, in 
many places, it would have 
been unintelligible ; becaufc 
the Greek writers wilfully mif- 



by ailembling a Inultitude of reprefent the manners, cuf- 
divided paflages, have prefent- toms, and literature of the 



ed the public with fomething 
that looks like a conne6led hif- 
tory ; whereas Byzarus, whofe 
hiftory of the Perfian affairs is 
defervedly efteemed the beft ( i ) , 



Oriental nations* The compa- 
rifon, therefore, of thefe dif- 
tin(^ hiftories will illuftrate 
each of them, and enable the 
intelligent reader pcrfe£tly to 



found himfelf fo deftitute of comprehend both ; whereby 
matter, that, in his hiftory of this wide chafra will be in 
the Perfian affairs, he makes fome meafure filled up, and 



the reigns of the Koman em* 
perors his rule, and refers the 
feries of Perfian monarchs to 
a table. The fecond part is 



this period of Perfian hiftory 
no longer remain, as it hitherto 
hath done, under an impene- 
trable obfcurity. 



(1) Rerum Pcrficarum Hiftoria, initia gentis, mores, inftitpta, 
refquegeftas ad baec ufque tempora corople£^ems audore Petro 
fiizaro Sentinate^ fol. Francofurti, A, D. i6«x. . 

P z vat« 
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▼ate pcrfons but of fpurious 'birth, as we are informed by 
Agat^ias (I). His mother was married to one Pabecus, 
or PabeC) who was either a tanner or a (hoemaker, but a 
perfon well (killed in judicial aflxology. It happened, 
that one Safanus, or Safan, a military officer, travelling 
through the country of the Caduceans, took up his lodg- 
ing in the boufe of this Pabec, who, by his art, perceiv- 
ing that a perfon begotten by this ftranger would become 
the head of a potent family, aiid alfo arrive at regal ho- 
nours, was exceedingly chagrined that he had neither 
fifter, daughter, nor coufin in the houfe. At length, his 
ambition furmounting his fenfe of Ihame, he caufed his 
wife to go to bed to Safan, who begat on her Artaxares. 
When Artaxares came afterwards to be king, Pabec and 



(I) As we have taken the 
foregoing table chiefly from 
Agathias, it is nece&ry we 
ihould fay fomething of the 
merit of this author. He was 
a Dative of Marina, and ap- 
plied himfelf to the iludy of 
. the law. As thofe who dedi- 
cated their time to the acquire- 
ment of that fcience, fludied 
moftly in colleges, he was from 
thence called bchoIaiHcus (z). 
He was a poet and hlflorian ; 
but it is in his lafk capacity 
only that we are to confider 
him. He was, it feems, fo 
pleafed with Procopius's me-' 
moirs of the Perfic wars, that 
he refolved to continue them ; 
which he did in the hiflory we 
yet have, divided into five 
books. In the fourth of thefe, 
he takes occafion to mention 
one Sergius, who was fo well 
ikilled in the Perllan tongue, 
as to be on that account in 
great favour with Cofroes the 
fitil. This man, making fe- 
Veral journies into Perfia, and 
having many opportunities of 
converfing with the learned of 



that nation, procured, by their 
favour, the ))erufal oi the royal 
annals ;. from whence he made 
many eztradts, which, at his 
earneft deiire, he communi- 
cated to Agathias. Thefe 
were, in that hiflorian's opi- 
nion, of fo great weight, that 
he preferred them to the me- 
moirs of Procopius, difiering 
from him, to follow them ; 
which fhews that he was tho- 
roughly convinced of their au- 
thority. From thefe extradts 
he drew up a ihort, but very 
perfpicuous and exad account 
of all the Perfian monarchs, 
from Artaxares, who recovered 
the kingdom from the Par- 
thians, to Q>froes, with whom 
himfelf was contemporary (3). 
It is from this (hprt account 
that we have taken the dates, 
and fuch other material cir- 
cumflances, as we .thought 
could not be had, with the 
fame probability of exa6bnefs, 
from other hidorians, who 
wrote from later and lefs au- 
thentic memoirs* 



(1) Agath. Scholaft. Prsfat. ad Hiit (3) Agath. SchoL Hift. 
lib. iv. p. 140, 241. ' 

Safaa 
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Safan each elaimed him for a fon : the ftory became pub« 
lie i and it was agreed, that he Ihould be ftyled, ** The 
fon of • Pabec, of the feed of Safan ^/* Artaxares from 
his youth accuftomed Himfelf to a military life ; and hav- 
ing attained to great (kill, and no lefs reputation, in the 
wars, he projected the delivery of his countrymen from 
the Parthian yoke. In purfuance of this defign, he ex- 
cited a general revolt ; and having in three battles routed^ 
and in the laft (lain, the Parthian monarch, he aiTumed 
the double .diadem, and the pompous title of king of 
kings. He was a man of great abilities, and undaunted 
fpirit, or, in other words, a perfon of great courage, and 
unbounded ambition \ 

He was no fooner feated on the throne, than he formed jijerts hit 
a defign of reftoring the Perfian empire to its ancient rtghtto 
glory ; and having caufed the neceffary preparations to be ^" '^f 
made, he gave notice to the Roman governors of the pro- V^^/l'^"^^' 
yinces bordering on his dominions, that he conceived dent Per»>' 
himfelf to have a juft and unqueftionable title, as the fuc- fi^n rjn> 
ceffor of Cyrus, to all the Leffer Afia : this country he com- P^^^* 
manded them immediately to quit, as well as the pro- 
vinces on the frontiers of the ancient Parthian kingdom, 
which were already his. Alexander Severus was, at this 
time, poffeflbr of the Roman empire ; a youth, un- 
der the tutelage of his mother, who had hitherto dwelt 
always at Rome. He was therefore unwilling to engage 
in a war ; and, for that reafon, fent letters to Artaxares, 
importing, that he would do wifely to keep within bounds, 
and not, out of' vain hopes of conqueft, undertake new 
wars, which might not be attended with the fame fuccefs 
as formerly ; that, in the prefent cafe, he ought to con- 
fider, he w;as not to deal with Barbarians, or with a 
nation unufed to war, but with the Romans, whofe em- 
perors, Auguftus, Trajan, and Severus, had often van- 
quifhed the Parthians. The Perfian king paid little re- 
gard to thefe letters 5 on the contrary, he began to raife a 
great army, and to attack the fortifaed pofts of the Ro- 
mans on the river Euphrates, making fuch a progrefs in 
the reduftion of the adjacent provinces, that the emperor 
Alexander, haw unwilling foever he might be, was con- 

b Agatb. Scholaft. Hift. de Reb. Geft. Juftinian. Iraperat. Edit. 
Parif. lib. ii. p. 65. lib. iv. p. 134^ c Herodian. Hift. lib. vi. | 

^1. Laraprid. in Vit^ Aurcl. , Alexand. Sever. Orof. Hift. lib. vii, 
cap. IT. Nicephor. Hift. Ecclef. lib. i. cap. 6. Gregor. AbuU 
Phar. Hift. dynaft. vii. p. i86. 
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.ftrained to rfaife an army, iind to mi^rch towards Meibpo* 
tamia, in ord^r to give a check to the Perfian power **.. 
Sends an Artaxares was employed in the fiege of Nifibis, or An- 
ittfoUut tiochia, when he received intelligence of Alexander's 
Theempiror "^arching towards him \ upon which he thought proper 
AUxandtr, to raife the fiege, that he might recruit and refreOi his 
ariny. He fent, however, deputies, or ambafTadors, if we 
pnay be allowed to call four hundred perfens by that title^ 
whom be fele£ted for their extraordinary flature an^ 
great ftrength ; and, having furni&ed them with rich ha- 
bits, and fine horfes, he gave them orders^ when they 
(hould be introduced to the emperor's prefence, to ipeak 
thus : *^ The great king Artaxares commands the Ro- 
mans, and their prince, to depart out of Syria and Afia 
Minor; and to reft ore to the Perfians all the countries on 
this fide the ^gean and Pontic Sesis, as of right defcend- 
ing to them from their anceftors *•" 
Hlsm^en- Thefe heralds, or ambafladors, performed their com« 
gfrsrigo^ miOion very exa£%ly : this fo highly irritated Alexanders 
^trtaui Qtberwife a prince of the gentleft difpofition, that he or- 
dered all their equipage to be t^ken from them,- and fent 
them into Phrygia, where they were afEgned farms, which 
they might cultivate for their fubfiftence. Then he ad- 
vanced into Mefoputamia, which he recovered, in a gneat 
meafure, witibodt fighting- Hiftorians differ fo miach in 
their accounts of the fubfequent parts of this war, that it 
is almoft impoiiible to reconcile them. We fliall, how- 
ever, relate what appears to us moft probable *. 

Artaxares advanced with his forces into Mefopotamia, 

as foon as he thought himfelf ftrong enough to give the 

enemy battle. His army confifted of a hundred and 

twenty rhoufand horfe, ten thoufand heavy-armed fol- 

diers, eighteen hundred chariots with fcythes, and fevcn 

^/w bat' hm^^rgd elephants. Alexander, however, did not decline 

is beat by fighting ; an engagement enfued) in which the Romans 

the Ro' were viftorious ; and Artaxares was compelled to retire 

tnafis. into his own dominions, where, with great affiduity, he 

applied himilelf to the recruiting and reftoring his army. 

On the other hand, the Roman emperor divided his forces 

into diree bodies : the firft, marching through Arc(ienia9 

had orders to penetrate into Media ; the fecond pailed 

over the ntai fhes, to enter the Parthian -domimons oh the 

other fide ; the third, being tbegreateft, and which the 

^ Herodian. dc JEA, Lamprid. ubi fupra. «Zonar* Hift, 

ad A. C. 130, f Herodian. & ^i. Lamprid. ubi fupra. 

emperoiT 
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emperor commanded in perfon, was to have advanced into 
the heart of Artaxares' dominions : and if this fcheme 
had been thoroughly executed, in all probability, the 
Perfian power would not only have been weakened, 
but even brought to the verge of deftrirftion «. 

The body of troops, which paiTed through Armenia, Refiores his 
underwent great difficulties, and, with great fatigue, ar- i^airs by 
rived at laft at Media. Artaxares marched againft them fi^'^^^fi . 
with a formidable army; but failed in his'eflForts; for, fance^'^' 
the country being uneven, the Roman foot had the 
advantage of his cavalry. While he was confidering how 
thefe evils might be furmounted, he received advice that 
the other body of Romans Had broke into his territo- 
ries ; an irruption which, in fome meafure, fruftrated all 
his deiigns. However, having left guards fuflicient to fe- 
cure the paffes, he marched againft the new invaders. 
Thefe troops, finding no enemy to oppofe them, plundered 
all the country, and, proud of their fpoils, would no 
longer be reftrained under difcipline ; nay, at laft they 
became-fo licentious, that they flew Flavius, their com- 
mander in chief, for endeavouring to keep them within ' 
bounds^ and for being more careful of their fafety than 
they were themfelves. In this fituation the Perfian king 
fell upon them, and rather deftrgyed than defeated them. 
The Roman emperor returned firft to Antioch, and then 
to Rome, where he triumphed, and aflumed the title of 
Parthicus and Perficus (K). Artaxares made the heft ufe 
of his abfence, recovering what he had loft, reftoring the 
glory of the Perfian name; and haying reigned with 
much reputation, died with honour, and in peace, after 
enjoying the kingdom twelve, or, as others fay, fifteen 
years, abating two months *. 

He was fucceeded in the throne by his fon Sapores, or Yr. of FI. 
Sapor, a prince equally famous for ftrength of body, and 9590. 
abilities of mind, fierce and untra^able in his nature, co- ^•^- *4«- 
vetous of glory, haughty, infolent, and cruel. He was no - 

fooner feated on the throne, than he began to meditate a ^^^^' '• 
new war with the Romans, to which he was encouraged 
by a traitor, who dwelt in his court. The name of this 
maih was Cyriades, the fon of another Cyriades, an emi- 

z Zonar. ubi fapra. Herodian* lib« vii« ^ Agath. Scholiaft, 

lib. iv. p. i34« 

(K) Nothing can be more by Herodian and MWxxs Lam- 
oppofite than the account given pridius of the Perfian war. 
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nent commander in the Roman army. This profligate fcm 
began his exploits with robbing his father. He was na- 
turally a voluptuary) and therefore, when he had poflefled 
himfelf of this treafure, he withdrew into Pcrfia, where 
he lived in that fplendor and luxury, for which he had fa- 
criiiced his honour. In conjunflion with Udomaftes, a 
Ferfian general, he laid wade the adjoining provinces \ and 
having at laft prevailed upon the king to take the field, 
Cyriadcs, with the deferters, who, for the fake of plunder, 
followed him, attacked the cities of Antioch and Caefarea 
Philippi, both of which they were fo lucky as to make 
themfelves mafters of J whereupon Cyrades took firft the 
title of Cafar, and then called himfelf Emperor, acquiring, 
by degrees, dominions, revenues, and forces, not alto- 
gether unworthy of that title K 

The young emperor Gordian, when he had fettled the 
affairs of the empire in the Weft, refolved to refcue the 
Eaft alfo from the tyranny of pfeudo-emperors, as well as 
from the terror of the Perfian arms. With this view, he 
marched into Syria, at the head of a numerous army : 
and while his father-in-law, whom fome writers call My- 
fitheus, others Timefocles, lived, his affairs were properly 
condu&ed : the Perfian found himfelf conftrained to with- 
draw into his own dominions, whither the emperor follow- 
ed him, taking Charra, or Haran, in Mefopotamia ; but 
while he was preparing to pufh his conquefts flill farther, he 
was murdered by the treachery of Philip, whom he made 
captain of his guards, on the death of his father-in-law *^. 

This Philip, having pofTefled himfelf of the fovereign 
authority, made peace with Sapor, and abandoned Mefo- 
potamia and Armenia to him again. Part of thefe pro- 
vinces, on the news of the fenate's difapproving his con- 
. dudl,' he recovered anew, without ihewing any regard to 
his treaty; and, leaving a fufRcient number of troops to 
fecure the frontiers, marched back into Italy. As foou 
as the Roman army was withdrawn. Sapor and Cyriades 
renewed their incurfions ; and the latter, growing ftronger 
than ever, began, in all refpefts, to be treated as an em- 
pcror. Indeed, the Roman affairs were in fuch a confufed 
ftate, that many, who would otherwife have opp^fefl 
Cyriades, were now glad to be flieltered under his pro— 
teftion. At length, however, things began to take an- 
other turn : Valerian, though he was feventy years old 

1 Trcbcl. Pol. in Hift. Tringint. Tyran. k Hcrodian. Hift. 

lib. vii. Jul. Capitolin. de Vila Gordian, Tert, Z^ofim, Hift. A. Q, 
S43* 2^onar, A. C. 2^4. 

when 
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when he was advanced to the empire, yet fpared no pains 
to reduce all the numerous provinces to a proper de- 
gree of obedience. While he was thus employed. Sapor, 
with a formidable army, broke into the Roman territories,* 
burnt and pillaged the country, and at length, advancing 
as far as Edefla, befieged it in form ; but Demofthenes, 
who commanded there, made a gallant refiftance *. 

Valerian no fooner received advice of this invafion, than 
. he haftened, with the troops about his perfon, to its relief. 
His approach gave new fpirits to the diftrefled inhabitants 
of the Roman provinces, and difpofed them to take all the 
neceflary fteps for compelling the Perfians to retire into 
their own dominions. The foldiers of Cyriades mutinied 
againft him, put him to death, and declared for Valerian. 
Sapor, however, confiding in the ftrength of his army, 
continued ftill before Edefla, in the neighbourhood where- 
of an aAion happened, in which Valerian was taken pri- ^akes thg 
foner, whether by nis own temerity, or the treachery of emptror 
one of his commanders, cannot be determined. This ^«/''''^« 
incident gave a mortal wound to the Roman affairs in the /''"'/•*'''• 
Eaft, where Sapor gained continual advantages, and lifed 
his fortune with an infolence not to be endured. At length 
the people were driven to defpair ; fo that, firft under the 
command of Calliftus, and afterwards under Odenatus, 
prince of Palmyrene, they took arms. They not only pro- 
tefted themfclves againft any farther infults, but the laft 
mentioned general defeated the Perfian, and feized part 
of his baggage, with all his concubines ; a circumftance 
which determined him to retire into his own dominions. 
In his march he is faid to have made ufe of the bodies of 
his unfortunate prifoners to fill up the hollow roads, and 
to facilitate the pafiage of his carriages over fuch rivers 
as lay in his way. On his return into Perfia, he was fo- 
licited by the kings of the Cadufians, Armenians, Baftri- 
ans, and other nations, to fet Valerian at liberty ; but to 
•no purpofe. On the contrary, he ufed him the worfe, ^riatsh'm 
treated him daily with indignities, fet his foot upon his inhumanlj^ 
neck when he mounted his horfe, and, as fome writers 
fay, after feveral years confinement, caufed him to be 
flayed alive"*. 

From this time the affairs of Sapor wore but an indif- andh tvir 

ferent afpedl : Odenatus, fluftied with viftory, at the ^J^*^ «*- 

Jortunati* 

1 Jul. Capitolin. in Vita Gordian. TrehelL Pol. Hift. Trigint. 
Tyran. Zonar. HifV. A. C. a53. Zofini. Hift. A. C. ifi. «" Tre- 
beli. Poll, in Vita Valerian. Agath. Schol. lib. iv. p. 133. Gregor. 
Abul-Phar. dynaft. vii. p. ii8« 

bead 
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head of a potent armjr, veiled with the chara6ler of pre& 
dent over the Roman provinces in the £aft, bridled the 
PerfianSy and made them frequent vifits in their own ter* 
ritories. Twice this general advanced as far as the citf 
of Ctefiphon, feated on the banks of the Tigris, all tl^ 
countries between Palmyra and that river being under his 
obedience. On his death, his wife, the celebrated 2^no- 
bia, continued to oppofe the Periians, and with fuccefs, 
till (he was conquered, and made prifoner, by the empe* 
ror Aurelian, who vindicated the honour of the Romans 
on this fide, and took ample vengeance for the ill trea^ 
ment of Valerian. Much fpoil, many prifoners, and one 
of the king's chariots, Aurelian carried with him into 
Italy, and with them graced his triumph at Rome K Sa* 
por, however, continued to enlarge his dominions at the 
expence of his barbarous neighbours ^ and, having reigned, 
with great variety of fortune, thirty-one years, died, and 
left the kingdom to his fon (L). 
Yr. of Fl. Hormifdas fucceeded Sapor ; of whom we have little to 
^^^t. record. It was during his reign that the Palmyrenians took 
A. D. »73* arms again, in order to free themfelves from the Romans, 
Zi ~ or rather, as pther parts of the Roman empire had done, 
iiwmtj as» ^^ aflcrt a right of making emperors. They caft thm 
eyes on one Antiochus, whom they arrayed in purple, 
and faluted emperor : but Aurelian did not leave them 
long at liberty to carry on this fcheme ; he returned with 
his vi£torious army, reduced Palmyra, and made a dread- 
ful h?vock of the inhabitants. As for Antiochus, be 
took no notice of him ; and as Hormifdas had not inter- 
fered ; therefore Aurelian did not invade his country : he 
had the good fortune, confequently, to die in peace, after 
having poflefled the throne a year and ten days \ 
« 
n TrebelK Pol. in Vit. Gallien. Odenat. Zenob. Sc Satumin. 
♦ Agath. Schol. Hift. lib. iv. p. 134. Flav. Vopifc. in Vita Aurelian. 
, Zoiim. Hift. A. C. 274. 

(L) An eaftem writer in- into the Eaft(i). Intherei^ 

forms U8, that Aurelian made of this monarch fiouriftied, ac- 

peace with Sapor, and gave cording to the (ame writer the 

him his daughter in marriage, famous heretic Manes, whofe 

^.. in whofe train were two Greek opinions fo long diftarbed the 

phyiicians, who firfl brought church (2). 
the writings of Hippocrates 

(0 Gregor. Abul-Phar. dynaft. vii. p. 138. (*) Agath. SdraL 
lib. iv. p. 134. Flav, Vopifc. in Vit. Aurelian. Grcgor, AbuUPhaf* 
dynaft. vii' p. 130. 



^he^H^oryoftheTerfians. , .219 

Of Varaqes the firft, who fucceeded him, we know Yr. of Fl. 
very little more than that be reigned three years ; during a62». 
which fpace we find not that he undertook any thing A. D. a74. 
againft the Romans, or they again ft him. In truth, the Z, 7) 

empire was, at this time, in a very indifferent condition ; ^^^'**^ 
for» after the death of Aurelian, the Roman forces in Sy- 
ria and Mefopotkmia were yery unquiet. At length Sa- 
turninus fet himfelf up for emperor, but with no great 
fttccefs ; yet, as he was a man of probity, and an excellent 
commander, he kept the Ferfians within their limits : fo 
that the prince, of whom we are fpeaking, never had any 
opportunity of exerting himfelf p. 

Yaranes the (econd afcended the throne on the death Yr. of FI. 
of the former king of the fame name. He bad, at firft, ^^^s- 
an intention to invade the Roman provinces ; but he foon ' ^' *77' 
found that the ftate of things wAs changed j for, on the ^T" T7. 
ISrft motion of his troops, the emperor Probus advanced in 
peribn into the Eaft. Upon this motion Varanes defifted 
from his enterprize ; and hearing of the emperor's great 
iaccefs, ordered Narfes, who commanded for him in Ar- 
menia, to fend deputies to compliment Probus, to make 
him prefents, and to treat of peace* The emperor re- 
ceived them very haughtily, refufed the prefents they 
brought, and wrote an anfwer to the letter of Narfes, to 
this purpofe : that all tie had was his i that he wondered 
how he could fend him fuch trifles : wherefore he had 
fent them back, as well knowing how to have all that he 
pofiiefied when the Romans fhould defire it. However, 1 
tie granted them peace at this time ; and intimidated 
them fo much with his power, that the PerCans forbore, 
making their ufual excurfions for feme time % At length 
Varanes began to think of recovering fome of the pro- 
vinces which his anceilqrs had loll j but before he was 
-jibie to do any thing, he found himfelf difturbed by do- 
meftic feditions ; and, before thefe were calmed, Probus, 
afiembling a great army, began his march towards the 
Eaft. Varanes conceived himfelf delivered from this 
smsfortune, when he heard that the army, in a fedition, 
bad killed the emperor : but he was miftaken ; for Carus, 
Jus fuccefibr, after fubduing feveral barbarous nations, 
jhortly after entered Mefopotamia, and, carrying all be- » 

fore him, advanced beyond Gtefiphon, as if he intended 

P Agath. Scholaft. ubi fupra, Flav. Vopifc. in Vita Saturnin. 
Gregor. Abol-Phar.dynaft.vii. p. 134.* <i Flav. Vopifc, in 

Vita Prob. Eutrop. Hift. Rom. lib. ix. M. A. Cafliodor. Chron. 
Kzxi. 

an 
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an abfolnte conqucft of that province. The fears of the 
PcrCans were, however, foonover; for the emperor Ca- 
ms died in the firft march he afterwards made, either by 
an illnefs under which he had long laboured, or by his 
tent's being fet on fire by lightning. But what was 
ftill more happy for the PerGans, a notion prevailed 
amongft the Romans, that fate had affigned CteGphon for 
the bounds of their empire, which they were never to pais 
but to their hurt. Soon after Numerianus, the fon of 
Cams, was alfo flain ; and the Roman army, under the 
command of Dioclefian, returned into ttaly. Varanes 
hereby gained fome refpite, which he employed in ftrength- 
ening his frontiers ; but when, on the news of the dit. 
turbances which had happened in the Roman empire, he 
began to think of invading its provinces, Dioclefian fu<U 
denly returned into Armenia, with a great body of forces^ 
and thereby ftruck fuch a terror into the Perfians, that 
they were afraid to undertake any thing of confequence* 
Soon after this tranfaftion Varanes died, after an unfor«* 
tunate reign of feventeen years, leaving the kingdom tD 
his fon % 

Varanes the third, who reigned no more than four 
months. He is dignified by hiftorians with the title df 
Seganfaa (M). 

Narfes fucceeded next ; a prince of high fpirit, who 
meditated no lefs than the reduftion of all the Perfian 
provinces, held at this time either by the barbarous na- 
tions, or conquered by the Romans. It is certain that 
never did a fairer opportunity offer for the execution rf 
this great defign, than at the beginning of this prince's 
reign. The Roman empire was in fuch diftraflion, that 
though there were two emperors, yet they found the 
weight too heavy for them; and therefore created tw» 
Caefars to fhare the burden of government. War ^ 
kindled in every corner of the empire, when Narfes, wittt., 
a great army, marched into Mefopotamiaj and, in aftiofff-j 
time, recovered moft of the places which had been in dis- 
bands of his anceflors ; but it was not long before Di 
clefian fent Galerius, one of the Csefars, with a num< 
ousarmy, to Antioch, to check the . progrefs of the P< 

t Flav. Vopifc. in Vita Prob/& Car. 2^onar. Hift. A. C. *83. Ser ^ 
Aurel. Viftor. in Car, Agath. Scholait.p. 134. Grcgor. Abul-Phar« 
dynaft. vii. p. 132. 



(M) Agathias tells us, that 
Seganfaa, or Seganfliah, fig- 



nified king of the Se^ni or^ 
Segeftani. 
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Can* Narfes did not decline an engagement; but hi$ 
fuccefs was not equal to his courage, either in this or in 
a fecond battle. Galerius^ being conqueror in both, paiTed Is defeated 
the river Tigris, and advanced into the centre of the king fy QaU- 
of Pcrfia's dominipns. Narfes, though he retired, kept **'*"• 
a ftri& eye upon- .the enemy, beifeeching his own troops 
not ta look upon his con4u£): as t;imorous, but to be aflur- 
ed) that he would take an opportunity of vindicating their 
boaour, and revenge the lofs he had fuftained. He did 
not fail to perform what he promifed ; for Galerius, 
elated with fuccefs, abating of his ufual care and circum*- 
ff>e£lioa, Narfes took advantage of his negligence, and *wkomhf^ 
failing upon the Roman army wiiile they were upon their in his turn, 
inarch, gave them fo total a defeat, that fcarce any re- ^'V'^''* 
mains of them could be afterwards colleded. Galerius 
with much difficulty efcaped, and took refuge with the 
army of Dioclefian, who treated him but very coo]y, 
difapproved of his condu£);| and, for fome time, refufed 
' to truft him with another army. At length, however, the* 
zealous importunities of Galerius prevailed ; and levies 
being made with all poffible expedition, he was fent with 
fre(h forces againd Narfes. The Perfian king had, in this ' ^' 

interval, made the bed ufe of his viftory, retrieving not 
only the cities and country which he had loft, but alfo 
bringing into the field a numerous army, compofed chiefly 
of cbofen horfe, to maintain the conquefts he had made% 

Galerius, taught by experience, now a£):ed with the Canfirmtked 
atmoft circumfpeftion, and depended no lefs on his own ^^J^^"^^^ 
condu£i: than on the courage of his forces. After having 
viewed the poftureof,the enemy, he made a difpofition 
for beating up their quarters \ and this plan was executed 
ifi fuccefsfully, that he gained a complete victory. Narfes 
was wounded, and forced to f}y, with a fmall remnant of 
his army, into the mountains. His baggage, treafure^ 
papers, all fell into the hands of Galerius, as did likewife 
his fifters, his queen, his concubines^ and children. In 
vain he endeavoured to repair his misfortune ; the fpirits 
of his fubjedls were effedlually damped by this blow, in- 
fomuch that he found it inipoiTible to collect another 
army capable of taking the field againfl the victorious Ro- 
mans, who were foon after, jomed by Dioclefian and 
hb army, who, at the time of the engagement, lay en- 
camped at Antioch, in order to have fuftained Galerius, 
in cafe any finifter accident had befallen him. Overcome 

• ^onar. Hift. A, C. 297. Eutrop. Hift. Rom. lib. ix. Agath. 
Scholaft. ubi fupra. * . 

with 
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with his misfortunes, Narfes, to rid himfelf of thefc trou- 
blefome neighbours, confented to give up five of his pro- 
vinces ; on which condition peace was granted him, and 
his queen reftored ; but his (ifters, his concubines, and 
the other perfons of quality who were taken in the battle^ 
were carried to Rome, and led in triumph. This mif- 
fortune occafioncd the death of Narfes, when he had 
^ enjoyed the regal dignity about feven years ^ 
Yr. of Fl. He was fucceeded by Mifdates, othcrwife called Hor- 
•649. mifdas the fecond, who wore the diadem feven years aind 
A. D. 30T> g^g months, but without performing any remarkable ac- 
Mifd^tis ^°"* ^^ ^^ ^^^ '^"S ^^ * declining condition, and had 
•r /iflraw/. "o i^ue, the nobility of Perfia were under the utmofl 
i<0x. concern for the confequences of his deceafe, without a 

fucceflbr declared. At length it appeared the queen was 
with child ; upon which a council of the magi was fuoi* 
moned ; and they were required to inform the nobles, 
whether the queen was with child of a fon or a daughter* 
The magi anfwered, '* Of a fon." Hereupon all the no- 
bility fwore allegiance, on the faith of the foregoing prc- 
di£lion, to the fon (he (hould bear. The king dying in 
the interim, the public peace was prefervcd by this exp^ 
dient ; and, at the end of nine months, the queen \ras de* 
livefed of a fon, who was a king as foon as he was bom "• 
This was 
Yr. of Fl. Sapores, or Sapor the fecond, who governed the domi-< 
«^5^* nions of his anceftors long and happily. He was a zealous ', 
' '^ afferter of the dignity of the Pcrfiari diadem, and parfoedl 
Sapor iL ^^^^^^7 ^^at defign which Artaxares had firft fet on foot| 
of uniting all the territories of the ancient Perfian kings 
under his obedience. But he did not purfue this defig% 
as feme of his predeceifors had done, openly, and at the 
head of armies ; if he had, in all probability he would not 
have been mor6 fortunate than they j for the Perfian raw 
litia were by no means able to combat the regular fore€i 
of the Romans. This prudent monarch took quite dtf* 
ferent meafures : he encouraged the barbarous peopli^j 
dwelling on the frontiers of the Roman provinces^ 
ravage andharafs them. This conduft he purfued bq 
openly when the affairs of the Romans were in confii6«ll|rj 
and with greater fecrecy when they .were better eftabi ~ 
ed. He extended his own dominions towards the 
. and the north ; he increafed his levenues, by encoui 

« M. A. Caffiodor. Chron. xxxiii. Cedrcn, Hift. Compend. 
*6«. Gregor. jAbUl-Phar. dynaft. vii. p. 13*. Zonar. Eutrop. A»' 
gath. ubi fupra. « Agath. Scholaft. lib. iv. p. 13^. ^ 
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ing iaduilry and trade among his fubje^a ; he difciplined 
bis forces, and, above all things, afFe£ted an efteem and 
veneration for the civil and religious conftitutioit of his 
country *. 

This laft mentioned difpofition induced him to perfe- Pirfiimtu 
cute the Chriftians, who^were reprefented to him by the thiChrif- 
magi, and the Jews fettled in his dominions, as men of de- '^f*^ '•. 
tcflable principles, bad fubjefts to their governors, and . ^**''' 
avowed enemies of religion, that is, of its fundamental arti- 
cles. It is faid that he put Simeon, bifliopof Cteliphon, and 
many other ecclefiaftics, to death. One great crime ob- 
jefied to the Chriftians was, their regard for Conftantine^ 
then emperor of Rome. His power was too great for Sa- 
por to think of attacking him openly ; he therefore fent a 
folemn embafTy to Conftantinople, to compliment that 
prince, and to renew the peace which had, for fo many 
.years, fubfifted between the two empires, direfting his 
minifters privately to enquire into the ftrength of the Ro- 
mans, and to purchafe a quantity of arms for the ufe of 
his fubjeSs. The emperor, though informed of the de- 
fign of Sapor, received his minifters very gracioufly, 
granted their requefts, and, at their return, charged them 
with a letter for their mafter. Of this letter there arc 
two copies extant, the one more full and corre£t than the 
other. The intent of the epiftle was, to perfuade Sapor 
■to treat the Chriftians' with greater lenity. The argu- 
ments made ufe of are juft and natural, delivered in lan- 
guage becoming the writer, and the prince to whom it wa« 
addreifed (N). In all probability it had its effe£t ; for we 

are 

X Ammian. Marcellin. lib. xvii. Eufeb. in Vita Conftant. Soso- 
neii. Hift. Ecclef. lib. ii. 

(N) Sozomen hath given ms the general perfecutxon, but 

a long account of the cruel of the principal martyrs, their 

fcHecution raifed againft the quality and behaviour (i). Eu- 

erl^n Chriilians by Sapor ; febius, in his life of Coi^ftan- 

|>at even this writer mtimates, tine, affords us a concifeview 

that the whole was not only of the perfecution ; but then 

bxcited, but managed alfo by he gives us the letter of the em- 

jAe magi* Thofe who are de- perorat large ; whereas Sozo- 

jbous of entering farther into men gives us only an extrad 

kliif matter, mav find, in the of it. In this letter the empe- 

HTprks of this hiftorian, a very ror gives a (hort account of his 

ipopious account, not only of faith, then of his fuccefs and 

* (i) ICft, Ecclef. lib* ii. cap. 9, 10, 11, 12* 

grandeur 



-«•*• 



224 



Kififves on 
k *war 
nvith tht 
HimaMS* 



' The Hifiory of the Perftans. 

are informed by an impartial autbor^ tbat Sapor treated 
the Chriftians aftferwards with lefs feverity. 

However, he did not abandon the fcheme he had 
formed of raifing himfelf, and his fucceflbrS) to the fu- 
preme dominion over the Eaft. When he had fettled his 
plan, he generoufly acquainted Conftandne with his in- 
tention, tranfmitting, by his ambaifadbrSy a letter, or ra- 
ther a manifefto, wherein he exprefly fet forth his claim 
to all the dominions anciently belonging to the' Perfian 
emperors ; affirming, that the river Strymon was the le- 
gal boundary of his empire. Conftantine returned him 
an anfwer full of dignity and refolution ; and, though he 
was now advanced in years, made great preparations for 
war, aifembled a numerous army, and refolved to com- 
mand it in perfon. When the feafon of the year per- 
mitted, he joined his forces, and immediately began his 
march for the Eaftern provinces; but Providence pre- 
vented his defign from taking efFcS, by renioving him out 
of this life'; fo that, together with his empire, he left 
the management of this PerGan war to his fuccefibrs ^ 
Sapor did not fail to make ufe of the advantages afibrded 
him by the diforders which happened in the empire oa 
the death of Conftantine : he inftantly entered the Roman 
provinces, and re-annexed to his own dominions what his 
anceftors ha,d loft (O). 

^ Though 

y Zonar. Hift. A. C. 337. Zofim. Hift. lib. ii. A. C J3«. Ett- 
trop. lib. X. Amrn. Marcel. Eufeb. Sozom. ubi fupra. 



grandeur, which he attributes 
wholly to Qod's bleffing : he 
•afterwards expatiates on the 
folly of idolatry ; but without 
infinuating any tiding of his 
fufpicioQ that Sapor was an 
idolater. He then 'very pa- 
thetically reprefents the mi- 
ferics which had conftantly at- 
tended unjud and cruel princes, 
efpecially perfecutor^, of whom 
he particularizes Valerian ; 
whom he aiferts to have been 
happy in all his undertakings 
until he perfecuted the Chrif- 
tians. Laftly, he warmly re- 
commends the Chriflians in 



his dominions to the favour of 
Sapor ; and befeeches him^ for 
his fake, to look upon them 
as his good and faithful fub* 
je6ts (2). 

(O) It is a very difficult 
thing to give any account of!{ 
this war from the Greek aalj 
vLatin hiHorians, notwithi 
ing the writings of roi 
who lived in thofe days 
comb down to our hands, 
commending the emperor Coil*] 
flans as a very martial pri 
others upbraiding him ^vith 
fillanimity; both endeavour- 
ing rather to fuit hifiory 



(») In Vit. Conftantin. 



the) 
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Although Sapor reconquered large trafts of cbtirttry, WhUk 
and was- fuccefsful in many engagements, he could not ^«v#///- 
prev^il againft Nifibis,ahe ftrongeft fortrefs the Romans fj^^i 
had in thofc parts, though he often befieged it j but was ^'-^* 
conftantly defeated, and conftrained, after great lofies, to 
rclinquifh the cnterprize* As .to the circumfpedlion of 
the -emperor fonftans when in the field, it might very 
probably be owing to the fituation of thofe countries 
which were the feat of war. In a plain country, Aich 2s 
Mefopotamia, the emperor was forced to a£l with great 
circumfpeftion, becaufe the enemy had all advantages^ 
their cavalry having room to extend themfelves, to retire, 
and to return to tho charge. We need not wonder, therc^ 
fore, that the Romans were more induftrlous in fortifying 
their camps, than feeking the enemy. In the battle of ^hehattU 
Singara, which was fought in the night-time, Sapor had ^f^^H^^. 
at nrft the advantage, occafioned" by the furpnze the Ro- 
mans were under 5 but, when they had recovered them- « 
felves a little^ they repulfed the enemy fo vigoroufly, thaC 
in the end Sapor was forced to retire, after Slaving loft 
his fon in the engagement, and received a dangerous 
wound in his own perfon. Both parties were, at laftj 
tired with the war: the Roman emperor, therefore, leav* 
ing the care of the eaftern provinces to Gallus, >Yhom he 
iiad lately created Caefar, returned into the weftern pro* 
vinces of his empire ; while Sapor, who perccivedi that 
little was now to be acquired from the Romans, turned 
his-arms againft his eaftern neighbours, and left the cafe 
Df his frontiers towards the Romans to his mofl; expe* 
ricnced generals. 

tn his expeditions againft the Barbarians," he was more 
fortunate than agaiiift the Romans ! fome he fubdued bj 
force, others readily yielded him obedience } aild with 
his moft powerful and inveterate enemies, he made a ft>- 
lid and lafting peace. In the midft of this fuccefs, he Overturn 
received advice, that overtures had been made to his ge- fwaftacu 
aierals in the Weft for the conclufioii of a peace. To ihew^ 
therefore, his readinefs in this point, he difpatched one 
' Narfes, a nobleman of great credit in his court, to carry 

their own opinions) than to and in defending of towns, the 

the truth. By making proper Romans were fuperior to the 

allowances, however, for the Perfians ; but that, in fwift 

-^rifible prejadioes of thefe wri- marches, horfe-combats, and 

cer(, the truth- feems to have furprizes, the Perfians had the 

been, that in pitched battles^ adraatagip. 

Vot^K. <^ hxi 
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his letters to Conftans, with the terms on which he was 
content to enter on a treaty. This minifter proceeded to 
Sirmtum, in order to have an interview with Conftans. 
There he prefented him with the letters of the PerGan 
king. The purport was, that, notwithftanding Sapor knew 
himfelf to have a juft claim to all the countries between 
Perfia and the river Strymon, he was content, for the fake 
of peace, to be fatisfied with Mefopotamia and Armenia ; 
which) once yielded up, he would become the friend of 
the Romans. Narfes, perceiving how ill his mailer's let- 
ter was received, endeavoured to pacify the Romans^ and 
to obtain from the emperor an account of his demands i 
with which requeft Conftans readily complied. He nam- 
ed) on his fide, ambafladors to Sapor,' who were charged 
with letters» importing, that while himfelf was poflefled 
of but a part of the Roman empire, he had, , notwith- 
ftanding, maintained its ancient boundary in the Eaft ; 
and that now being mafter of the whole^ it was not rea- 
fonable to ezpe£l that he (hould yield to fucb. conditions 
trovf MH' as had been propofed. The Roman ambaiTadors found the 
fuccifijul* jjjjjg q{ Perfia at Ctefiphon, where they had many con- 
ferences with him, and his minifters, though to very little 
purpofe ; for the Perfian would remit nothing. How- 
ever, time was gained, in which Conftans came firft to 
Conftantinople, and then prepared to fet out for the 
Eaft*. 
Ant^mnut About this time, one Antoninus, an officer of great 
dijtru.and credit in the Roman army, being perfecuted by fome of 
nXost^ the emperor's favourites, fled to Sapor, by whom he was 
w«r. received with open arms, treated with the utmoft kind- 

nefs, and immediately admitted into the higheft confi- 
dence. In the mean time, the emperor had been pre- 
vailed upon to remove Urficinus, who was general of 
the horfe in the Eaft, and to give his command to Sabi- 
nian, a very old m^n, who thought himfelf very cauti- 
ous ; but was, by others, efteemed timid^ and moft unfit 
for fupremc command. The Perfian king, being informed 
by Antoninus of the incapacity of the Roman general^ 
determined, with the numerous army under his command^ 
immediatelv to enter the Roman provinces, and Co ad- 
vance as faft as poflible, without embarraffing himfelf 
with ficges, or attempting to divide his forces, in order 
to garrifon towns. Accordingly, he pafled the Tigris* 
and marched, with all imaginable diligence, towards the 

* Zonar. Hift. A. C. 350. Zofim. Hift. lib* ii. A. C. 35s. Amm. 
MarcelL lib. zvUL Eutrop. libi x* 

Euphrates 



the Hifiory of the PerRanu 22 f 

E«phrateS| intending, if poifiblef to penetrate into Sj^ria^ 

hoping to pillage that fruitful country^ which had enjoyed 

fo many years peace *. But Urficinusj who had returned- 

into the Eafl: with the title of general of the foot, prevented 

him, by throwing up works on the fide of the river,' and 

pofting himfejf, with his troops, behind. Sapor then, by 

the advice of Antoninus, turned to the left, and^ before it 

was expeded, invefted the city of Amida. tn the neigh- Jtt^da h^ 

bourhood of this place, he took feveral ftrong caftles, andj Aff*^ h 

in one of them, a confiderable ' number of Chriftian vir- ^^f*^^ 

gins, who had dedicated thetnfelves to the fervice of God* 

The Perfian treated them not only with humanity, but 

with great politenefs, being defirous to (hew, that profpe- 

rity foftened his difpofitidn, inftead of rendering him ar-^ 

rogant. Aniida made a long defence, add the fiege is 

iaid'to have coft Sapor thirty thoufand men. It was at ' andtaUm 

laft, however, taken by ftorm, after a fiege of feventy^ fyA^rm^ 

three days. The principal officers of the garrifon he 

hanged ; the private men he fent into flavery. He after^ ^«wAf 

wards entered Mefopotamia, where he took the town of J^*''^ '^ 

Singara, and ruined it. He then attacked Bezabda, and» 

after a fiege of fome days, took and fortified it. Then 

he advanced to Virta, which he likewife invefted ; but» 

after a fiege of fome continuance, was obliged to retire* ' 

The emperor Cotlftans, in the mean time, pafled the £u* 

Jhrates, and marched to Amida, over the ruins of which 
e is faid to have wept^ He then advanced^ in hopes of 
regaining the places taken by Sapor, and proceeded to 
befiege Bezabda ; but to no purpofe ; for the rainy fear* 
fon, and a Scarcity of proviQoh, obliged him to raife the 
fiege, and return into Syriaj where be continued all the 
winter **. 

Sapor^ in the beginning of the next iprlng, drew toge-t Uis fmi 
tiier a great army, and mside a Ihcw of entering the Ro- dmafavn 
man provinces inimediately ; which compelled the em- ^fi'^f^'^. 
peror Cotlftans to prepare alfo to take the field. As he 
had, by this time, not only a very great body of forces^ 
but thofe the heft in the empire, his great excellence ly* 
jng in an txzQ knowlege of military difcipline, in all pro* 
bability' the war would have been both bloody and lafting^ 
i£ it had not been prevented by the military prudence of 
the Perfians, to whom, when an account was brought oi^ 

* • Amtn. Marcell.lib. xviii.cap* t* ^ Ammian. Marcell* 

lib. XX, Eutrop. lib. x. Zonar. A. C. 35 j« Zofim. Hift lib. UL 
Sosomcil. Hift Ecdef* lib. iv. 
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the Roman preparations, he inftantly determined to put 
ftrong garrifons into his frontiers, and then to withdra^xr 
the remainder of his forces. The Roman emperor per* 
ceiviogy that, without a peace, the war was at an end, re- 
folded to follow his example. Having given dire&ions 
for fortifying the places which were moft in danger, be 
marched away immediately againft Julian, who had taken 
the title of Auguftus, and had given juft grounds to^ faf- 
pe& he aimed at the empire ^. 

Jn this march the emperor falling fick and dying, Ju- 
lian was raifed to be abfolute lord of the Roman empire, 
the whole force of which he intended to make ufe of, in 
order to deftroy the Perfians ; that is, to break their power 
fo efieQ;ualIy, that it ihould be impoi&ble for them ever 
to trouble the Roman provinces. Full of thts great pro- 
je£^, he did every thing which might conciliate the minds 
of the foldiers, raiCe his own reputation, or by any 
means contribute to facilitate his enterprize: in which 
efforts he fucceeded fo well, that the army difcovered an 
unufual alacrity, and readily followed him into the domi- 
irions of Sapor, who contented himfelf with a£bing on the 
defenfiv£, having no hopes of defeating the Romans in a 
pitched battle, under fo martial a prince. In this expe- 
dition Hormifdas the Ferfian commanded the left wing 
of the Roman army ; and, by his advice, the emperor 
regulated moft of his deCgns. As long as he followed 
his advice, fuccefs attended his arms ; fome ftrong places 
he took by force, others yielded through fear, but moft 
were given up to him by treachery; at length he be- 
fieged Ctefiphon, which had been the bulwark of the Par- 
thian empire, without fuccefs ; for it was well fortified^ 
and had a numerous garrifon. Here the Romans begam 
to difcover bow formidable an enemy they had to contend 
with *• 

The Perfians jfkirmifhed with him every day \ the 
country on all fides was burnt and deftroyed, inforauch 
that it appeared impra£ticabJe to c^tain any farther ad- 
vantages on this fide. Julian therefore refolved lx> re- 
move to the Tigris, on which he had a fleet of tran%)orts» 
laden with provifions. A Perfian of quality deferting to 
Julian, aflfured him, that the method he purfued we«hl 

e Amm. Marcel. libr xxi.' Eatro^ ubi fupra. Zofim, u5i fupnu 
Soz. Hift . £ccl « lib. v. Cedren. Hifl:. Com p.. p. 1 1 3« ^ Eatrop. 
lib. X. Amm. Marcel, lib. xxiii. Zonar. A. C. ^63, Socrat, Hift. 
Conp. p. 307. Zoiim* lib. iii. 
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l>e cqaally prejadicia! to his fame, and to feis afllaifs : th^t 
hitherto he might be juftly ftyled, the C6nqueror of ih'6 
Perfians ; and that he might ftill better deferve this tltle^ 
if he would follow hid adiricc ; which was^>. to ^uit the 
fide of the river, burn hij fleet, and march through d 
broad <^en road, into which he promifed to condu6t hi'iti. 
where, after three ht fotir days match, be would find an 
end put to all the difficulties which he actually ftrugglfed 
with, or even apprehended. Hormifdife, when the em- 
peror confulted him upon this projeft, told him, tha^ 
it was impratSlicable ; ^nd that he would be undone, if 
he purfued it. Julian, however, was inflexible: he or* 
dered his foldiers to fumrfti tbemfeivcs with twenty ddys 
J)rovifions ; and commanded the fleet to be fet on fire, 
notwithftanding the foKcitations of his friends, who, whil(i 
it was in a flame, aflured him that he was betrayed. Ifc 
<low ordered the Perfian nobleman, and his attendants, 
to be put to the torture. This order was executed Upon 
the fervants ; but their lord was fled. It therefore ferved 
only to increafe the emperor's tf fquiet ; for the men rea- 
dily acknowleged, that they came on purpofe to miflead 
him* Noiwithftanding this confeffion, Julian, as if he 
had loft his fenfes, threw himfelf, and his army, into that 
road which had been pointed out to him by his enemies. 
For three or four days they met with little or no interrup- 
tion; but afterwards Sapor, with the whole force of 
Perfia, ftirted them in their march 5 and, at the begin- 
ning of the night, continually (et upon their rear-guard. 
The weather proving intenfely hot, w?ter fcarce, and pro- 
Tiiions failing, Julian faw plainly, that his obftinacy had 
brought him into difficulties almofl unflirmountable. He 
ftill continued to bear up againft them with great con? 
ftancy; and the foldiers, encouraged by his example, 
rcpulfed the Perfians with much ilaughter, as often a$ 
they were attacked. At length, on the twenty-fifth of 
Jane, in the evening, a mighty clOud of dufl: arofe, OC* 
caficmed by the advance of the greater part of the Per-» 
fian horfe. On this occafioii the Perfian nobletnen gave 
teftinfwny of their valour, making fuch an impreffion on 
the left wing of the Roman army as obliged the emperor 
ta repair thither in perfon ; there he received an arrow Julian 
in his.body, whether from the enemy, or from qne of his ^^^ 
O'vim foldiers, could never be known; of which wound 
he died next night. ^ This event threw his army into 
^Qj;ifternfttkm> akhoogh they had been viQoriottS in the . 
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fight the day before, flain many tboufand PerGansj and 
^mongft them fifty perfons of quality *. 

Sapoff as foon as he was infonned of the emperor's 
death, fnade prpdama^ion, that he would give a great 
reward to the man by whofe hand he fell ; which, bow-* 
ever, Wf^s nevier claimed. At the fame time, to ihew hi$ 
defire of peace^ he fent deputies to Jovian, who had 
fucceed^d J utiaUr In four days a peace was concluded, 
vjrhcrcby tb^ five provinces in difpute were for ever yield- 
ed to tqe Perfians, together with the ftrong foitrefs of 
Nifit^iS} which had fo long been the bulwark of the em- 
pire. As foon as the treaty was concluded, Sapor fur- 
pifhed the Romans, for their money, with proviGons, and 
alfo gave and received ho(^ages for the due performance 
of the treaty; ^bich was exadly executed, though with 
much relufl^pce, by the Romans : yet of the powerful 
army Ipd by Julis^n into Perfia, fcarcc a tenth part re- 
|n?ii):)ed ; and even thefe returned, by tbe favour of thi$ 
peace, which they fo much decried ^ 

During the reft which fo advantageous a treaty afforded 
to the Ferfi^^Sy their monarch negledled no opportunity 
pf fettli{ig[ effefliually the bounds of his empire towards 
Tartary and India. This plan employed him fome time, 
and ferved to exercife his foldiers ; but after the death of 
Jovian^ the Rptnan emperor, when the afiairs of that 
people were again difordered, Sapor did not fail to make 
a new irruption, in breach, as the Latin writers fay, qC 
the peacp fubfifting between the two empires. The ifluc 
of thi3 war is no lefs obfcure than its commencement. 
All we know of it is, that at the beginning Sapor had 
great ^idvantages in Armeniai having flain Arfaces, who 
then reigned \x\ that country, where he alfo reduced a 
targe territpry under his obedience •, but o^ the arrival of 
ArinthiiiS| he was conftirained to abandon a gr^at part of 
))Is conqueil$. Ijfiov^^ycT^ being intept on aggrandizing 
the P^rfian dominions on this fide^ he ftill remained vol 
arms, and transferred the imperial feat to Cte^fiphop, tbQ 
pld dapital of the Parthian empire, that he might be al<f> 
^ays at hand to improve fuch opportunities as might of* 
>r. It does not, however^ ^ppear, that after this time 
ic ^aine^ apy ^gfgat vidory ; and all we Ifno^r farther is^ 
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that in the beginning of the reign' of Gratian^ this reftf 
lefs and ambitious monarch ended his daySi after having Yr. of Fl, 
reignipd feventy years, or, as fome fay, feventy-two, with a?*'. 
great variety of fortune K A. D. i^oi 

To Sapor fuccceded Artaxences ; but who he was is a j^^^j^^ ' 
queftion (P}. The European hiftorians tell us nothing, grxa. 
more concerning this prince, than that he maintained the 
peace with the Romans, and governed his dominions 
quietly four years **. 

. To him lucceeded his fon Sapor, the third of that Yr. of FK 
name, who reigned five years; but what he did in that s^33* 
fpace we find not in any Greek author, probably becaufe> A. D. 3 15, 
adhering to the peace made with his grandfather, he did « ^ ... ^ 
not difturb the Roman empire, then governed by Theodo- ^^ 
fius the Great* 

Varanes, or, as the Greeks write it, Vararanes, the y,^ ^f pi^ 
fourth of. that name, fucceeded his father Sapor. He is 3738. 
alfo known by the fumame of German Saa, of which we A. D. 390. 

have little or no account, as to its meaning ; elfewhere, ' —^ 

however, this difficulty will be cleared up, and the title ^^^f»* 
ihewn to be Kerman-Shah, which province of Kerman 
was, in his reign, added to the Perfian empire. He alfo 
maintained the peace with the Romans^ being otherwife 
employed ; and therefore the Greek hiftorians fay very 
little pf him, any more than of hjs predepeflbrs, thoiigll 
}ie reigned eleven years* 

Ifdigertes fucceeded Varanes; a monarch defervedly re* Yr. of Fl. 
Bowned for his ipany virtues. He was contemporary ft749* 
with Arcaditts, emperor of the Eaft, with whom he lived ^ ^* ♦^^^ 
not only in terms of peace, bijt of friendlhip, infomuch ^j. 
that, a( his death, the emperor Arcadius declared him ^^'^'*'* 
prote^or of his fon Theodofius the fecond, and of the 
Jloman empire. Of this bequeft when Ifdigertes was in* 
formed^ he fent Antiochus, one of his eunuchs, ^ perfoa 
of great wifdom and experience, to take care of hi^ pu« 
pil's education ; and by him declared to the fenate pf Coo* 
fiantinople, that he would turn the whole force of the 
Perfian monarchy upon whofoever ihould attempt to dif* 
turb the ypiing prince's adminiftration. As Thepdofiusi 

' % Ag^th. Spbqlaft. ubi fapra. pedren. ibid. p. 11%. 9ofim. 
lib. iv. Pai|l. piacon. lib. xi. Ammian. Marcel, lib. xxvii* 
k Agath. Scholai^. lib. iv. p. 137. Zonar. A. C. 340. Gregoft 
Abal-Phar. dynaift. vii. p. i^i* 

(P) Some writers are po- his predeceflbr; others aflert, 
irirC| that he was the fon of that he was his brpthen 
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grew iip« the ties of frieiuUhip became ftronger between 
die two empires, and embaffies were more frequent thui 
in former times. Among other minifters whom Theo- 
doCus made ufe of, Marathas, . a Mefopotamian faiftop, 
was one ; a perfon equally remarkable for the innocence 
of his life, and for the pleafantry of his converfaticm. 
His ftay in Perfia quite altered the ftate of the Chriffiaa 
church in that country, where hitherto the Chriftians had 
been looked upon not only as heretics, but as very bad 
fub}e£b, on account of their inclination to the Rqman 
emperors, who were of their own religion } Marathas fo 
fully informed him of the true doArines of the Chriftiaa 
faith, that he began to entertain juft ideas of the i&BO- 
^ency and loyalty of its pnofeflbrs. 

Marathas returned to Conftantinople, and was employed 
a fecond time in an embafly to Perfia, where he bad not 
been long before a new opportunity offered for railing hii 
credit with the king. The prince of Perfia was thought 
to be pofiefled, lliis pious prelate, afiifted by Abdas, 
whom fid bad confecrated bifbop in Perfia, joined their 
jprayers to God for the prince's recovery : which fook af- 
ter happened, to the joy of the whole court, and to the 
honour of the Chriftian religion. Ifdigertes governed, in 
the whole, twenty-one years ; and, during that fpace, 
Kved in ptrftCt peace and friendfiiip with the Romans^ 
as alfo with the Chriftians in his own dominiontfy whom 
he treated not only with lenhy, but indulgence ^ 

Varanes, or Vararanes^ the 6fth, fucceeded his £itlief 
Ifdigertes ; and feefhs« notwithftanding what the Greek 
^l ^' ^*^' writers affirm, to have bad, in his own difpofition, a great 
VaranesV. ^^^^^^'^ ^^^ ^^^ Chriftians. He had not, howeveri 
been long upon the throne before he found bimfetf pio? 
voked to fuch a degree, as conftrained him to lay afide ^i 
]iifdulgeAce» and openly to perfecute them with great fe^l 
rerity. Abdas the Perfian prelate, in a high and ttnwaNi 
rant^le fit of eeal, burnt a fire^temple to the grovind* 
Tfce kiftg fcnt for him ; and, having a great refpcQ fofl 
hife perfon, reproved him gently, and advifed him to 
kuild it ^ kit he rejeded th^is advice. The magi Fefei 
this matter fo warmly, and, by their clamour, lo incenfc 
the people, that the king was obliged to proceed to < 
^itiesy to order all the Chriftian churches to be demoliih« 
ftrficutii ed, and to put biftiop Abdas to death. After thi$ execo 
iki Chrif- ^Jqj^ ^ furious perfecution began, on the pretence, tha 

' * Agatb. Scholaft. lib. iv. jj. 137. PauLl^apoD. lib, a^vL Gi 

gor. Abul-Phar. dyna(l« viii p. 146. '""•••' 
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tliore who differ in reHgion from their prince cannot be 
loyal CO his government. As for perfons of quality, they 
were depriTed of their place's and eftates, but were in- 
dulged in life and liberty, in hopes of their coming over* 
HormifdaSy a mati defcended of the ancient race of Ach«« 
meties^ after being ftripped of his fortune^ was reduced 
to keep camels for his bread ; another nobleman had biS 
wife taken from him, and given to his flare : but thefe 
methods wrought no converfions* The meaner fort of 
people were delivered over to the mercy of the magi, and 
confeqttently fubjeAed to an inexpreffible* variety of 
ilesiths aiid torments K 

Thefe proceedings quickly oeeaOoned differences be* Warhnnkt 
tween the Perfian and Roman monarchs, efpeciallyas rea- out with 
ft«n« of ftate concurred with the intereft of religion. TheO- '*' ^^ 
ddfiiiS) in the days of Ifdigertes, had lent a certain num- *"^"'* 
ber of miners, who were to be employed in working fome 
iilrer and gold mines, which had been long negle3:ed in 
f erfia^ Thefe miners Varanes had refufed to fend home; 
and liietefore, as well on this account, as becaufe multi^ 
iudds of Cbriftians fled from Perfia to the dominions of 
Tha^oGiis^ both parties began to prepare for virar. Th^ 
king of Perfia made choice of Narfes for his general, and 
fcitt him to bis frontiers, whete he expeSed to iiaYe 
fofUkl a numerdus arn^ : but he was miftaken ; the trOop) 
wei« fiOt dome to the place of fefidezvous. Before they 
could bd a£Rsmbkd, the Roman general Ardaburius, 
fliiaik:bkig through Armenia, fell ihto Azazenc, a Perfian 
fip^kfc^i ffind begitn to wade it with fire and fword. 
Narfes no ffeojteF received advice of this irruption, than 
M iiiftdiltly Mairehed to give him battle with the forces hd 
bad :»bdllf fcwfr; The confequertC(5 wss, that the Perfian 
wad wotftedi^ <bu«, beiftg ah able >^ptain, made a good 
rto-^tft. -M^ feWj 'that it was impoffible to prevent the de- 
Anxfkim oi AtitHnt by force J aiid. therefore, returning . ^: - 
hifk fO'tite fflaije df re-ndeavous^ whither, by this time, 
^it Perfian tfdop* Vere c6me, hcj at the head of at very 
nWmerotfs arm^^^ made an irtupfion into Mefopotamia, a 
HonMm provktee ; which obliged the Roman general to 
return, and bibck up Nifibis, the pHncipal fortrcft which 
tb€ ^erfians bid Ori that fide. Narfes, finding himfelf 
dif^ppomt^d (for he Conceived, that the Romans would 
immediately h^vfe giv^n him battle a- fccond time*), refolved, 
if itli^as poflrible,t6 provoke them to fight. iVith this 

^k 'thiodorit. Hift. Ecclef. lib. V. cap. 39, Socra^. Hift. Ecclcf, 
^t>* vil* ca^. «6. Bf agf. lib. !• cap. i^. 
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▼lew he fent a meflage to Ardiburius, tellihg Iilm, tbat, 
if he would appoint a day< he would be ready to jB&tt 
him in the field. But Ardaburius wifely anfwercd^ that 
the Romans fought when they pleafedy and not when 
their enemies thought it for their adranuge* 

Varan^^y ii| the mean time, had folicited the Saraeens 
to bre^k ^ith the Romans ; and they readily complied, 
fheir captain Alamundarus being natunUly an enemy to the 
Romans. This man^ having raifed a prodigious army, 
promifed the Perfian king to perform wonders, at leaft 
to reduce Antioch and byria imder bis power : neither 
meant he to perform lefs than he promifed ; for, paffing 
the Euphrates, he broke, like a torrent, into the Roman 
province ; but, beginning to plunder without mercy, the 
people recovered their fpirits, and» joining the Roman 
army, fell upon Alamundarus in his march, and cut to 
pieces a hundi'ed thoufand fnen ; a difafter which: forced 
the remainder of the Saracens to fly with (hame into their 
own country. When tbefe tidings reached the ear of the 
Perfian monarch, with this farther circumftance, that Ni^ 
£bis Wf^s fo cl6fely preifed, that it could not long bold 
out, he determined to put ail things to the riik, and m 
iparch to the relief of that city, with the whole force of 
Ferfia* This refolution once taken, Varanes inftantly pat 
|t in execution, dire£ting all his troops in the frontier 
provinces io rendezvous at a certain time \ h^ msirched 
immediately, with an aripy he ha4 colleded from the 
nine provinces of Perfia, together with his elephants, that 
l^is prefence might influence all the neceflary preparations^ 
)9is defign fucceeded perfeAly well \ fpr, by that time he 
entered Mefopotamia, all his generals were arrived $ fii 
(hat he advanced towards Nifibis with ^ prodigious army» 
The Romans, hearing of his approach, the number of 
elephants he brought with him, and his ftrength in ca- 
valry, were fei^ed with a panic, and, without {laying £[» 
his coming, raifed the fiege, and fled. ' Varanes, think- 
ing the worft was now over, retired to his capital, and 
left his generals to manage the war. Herein I^e aAed inr 
^autioufly \ for the Romans, recoveripg their fpirits, de: 
feated the Perfians in a pitched battle, repulfed the Sar 
racens a fecond time, and, under ^he command of Arda^ 
bufi(|3, defeated the Perfian forces, yrith the ilaughter not 
only of a great number of men, but of feven generals. 

Weyertbelcfs, Yaranes cpntinued the war \ and, being 
a prince of great firmnefs, and much military (kill, foiuid 
gleans to i]:^ake even vi£^ories difadvaiitageou^ to the Rq« 
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ans ; for^ Vy keeping a court on the frontiers, repairing 
lais armies by conftant fupplies, and preferving his maga- 
ines in good order, he kept the enemy ftill on the defen- 
I and, as they found it difficult to recruit, all aflions 
"^rere favourable to the Perfians, though they were beaten. 
The emperor Theodofius, perfeftly fenfible of the fitua- neRc' 
tion of things, fent Helion, a perfon of great diftin^tion, *"««•' ''''^ 
-v^ith a large body of troops to reinforce his army, di- v^^t^^^f 
reeling faim to enter into a negociation with Varanes, 
find to conclude a peace, if poffibie. Helion, purfuing 
Ills inftrudiions, and finding the Roman army intrenched* 
jent Majcimin, the colleague of Ardaburius, to offer Va-f 
ranes peace, on certain conditions. Varanes ordered 
Maximin to be condu£ted to the tent of one of his princi- 
pal officers, and,, in the mean time, held a council of 
-vrar, wherein it was refolved immediately to attack the 
nomans in their camp ^ and, in cafe they were repulfed, 
to accept the terms offered by Maximin. There was in 
the Perfian army a corps of troops, diftinguiihed by the 
title of Imn)ortal, becaufe their number was continually 
)cept up to ten thoufand men, by draughts out of other * 
corps. This body took upon themfelves this dangerous^ 
fenrice, which, however, they reckoned would prove the 
lefs fo, if they could take .the Romans unprovided. They 
formed themfelves in two diviGons ; and while five thou- 
fand attacked the entrenchments* the other five thoufand 
)ufkcd behind a^hill,* waiting there for an opportunity to 
attadc the Romans in flank. But their enterprize mi& 
learned ; for Procopius, a Roman general, obferving the ^ 
troops that were formed behind the bill> marched round 
Mi^ith a great bo^y of forces, and getting between them 
and thole whb attacked the Roman c;^mp, charged them 
pn all fides with incredible fury j fa that the vidiory was ^fj^g ferfi^ 
quickly de^ermified* on the fide of the Romans, With a ans again 
prodigious flaughter of the Perfian foldiery. dtfeaud. 

Varaaes then condefcended to hear Maximin. When 
that officer had explained to him his mailer's demands, 
he to}d him, ^' That, for his fake, he would be content feaee he* 
to malcie peace on thofe terms, and to put' an end to the tmaan th$ 
feveritifss exercifed upon the Chriftians." An accident, '^'^ ^ 
however, happenedi which carried this naatter much far- ^"^''* 
Aer, 'and contributed, inpre than the peace between the 
^wo empire^,, (o the jre-eftablifliment of Chii(Har|ity if) 
Ferfia. It was this : when the province of Azazene was 
IKivaged by the Romans in the beginning ' of the war, 
ffV^Q thoufand Perfians v^ere brought prifoners to the city 
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of Amida, where they feil into extreme warn. Acafe^ 

bifhop of that place^ having afiembled his clergy^ repie* 

fented to them^ in the moft pathetic terms^ the mifetyif 

Infiantis thcfe unhappy prifoners. He then obfenred, that as ritt 

^""f' .^ Almighty preferred mercy to facrifice, he would certaii^ 

tkec/ri^ 3 ^ better pleafed with the rcKef of thefe his creatuvB^^ 

$iipi cUrgj. than being ferred in gold and (ilver refich in their chuitliQk 

The clergy entertained this motion not only with r^A* 

neft^ but with appiaufe ; fold all the confecrate;! fefti^ 

^nd having maintained the Perfians during the ^cvar^ fett 

the whole feven thoufand home, at the conclufionof^ 

peace) with money in their pockets. Varanes was ft 

much aftonifhed at this generofit^, that he fent to iiMlfl 

the bifliep to his capital, where he received him with Ai 

mmo|t reverence/ and did the Chriftiffins rn^nj favotks 4 

his reqaeft. After this accommodatnm VafUnes enj^ 

peace as long as he lived ; and having reigned rMH|; 

years^ died, Beloved and honoured by his fubjed^ *. 

To Varanes the fifth fucceedtd Varanes the fixth, s^. 
as he is called by fome authors, tfdigertes. it is not ]^ 
babte that he ever broke the peace made by his fadxer «iA 
iftie Romans ( becaufe we meet with iiothing concen)fa|^ 
him in any of the Greek hiftorians far,ther thati that kt 
was contemporary with Theodofius the fecond^ and idft 
fiectfibr Martianus % and that he feigned feventectt yenl 
and four months ". 

• Ferofes fuccei^ded his father Varanes, or Ifdtgeites* Hi 
was a prince itf a reftlefs and turbutent fpirity and nhk^ 
eireeedmgly enraged that the Hunns, who began K> H 
tefribie, as well to his fubje£bs as to thofe of the tk>nfta{M 
fiimpotitanei^perors, Ihould eneroacb^ as they daily ^ 
ispoti his dominions. Thofe who dtfturbed him wete 
ti^guifiied by the name of Euthalites, Or White H 
and were much mor^ civilised than the reft, as liiriiig 
cities, and under a certain form of gdyerftiftent. Toi 
himfelf of thofe troublefome neighbours, Perofes ttia 
at the head of a gffeat atmy, after having cafrefull j fci 
the affairs of his emigre, and emleavoured to iecuft 
peace in hid abfthce. Qon^a^Was the capital of tbe 
tibn he attacked^ and lay direftly north of Perfla. 
roffes marched thither, hoping to put an end to the Wat 
^ general engagement. But the Euthalites, or Nefl 
lites, as fome authors call them, Were wifcr : th^ 
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ditat a wafted country was not loft ; and therefore, retiring 
Mntinually, thev drew Pefofes, and his army, fo far intA 

fjtir territories/as to cut off their retreat, and, at the 
xnc time, to hinder them from receiving provifions. 
TPhe diftrefs of the Perfians was fo great, and the fbldtecs Rfjuced f» 
were fo enfeebled and difpirited, that they were compel- great 
led to accept any conditions that were offered. The -king flraits by 
irf the Euthalites being informed of their fituation, fent to ^k^HuanSm 
acquaint Perofes, that if he was difpofed to deliver him- 
felf and his army, he might do it on thefe terms ; to wit, 
^ Swearing never to invade the Euthalites, and coming to 
do homage to him as his lord." To the firft of thefe Pe- 
fofes readily yielded ; but the laft feemed intolerable. At 
laft the magi, who were about bisperfon, propofed to 
him an expedieii^t which removed all difficulties. This 
expedient was, that he fhould pay his compliments to the 
king of the Euthatites at fun-fifing, when his proftrating 
Ikimfelf would be underftood by that king as an a£l of 
fttbmiffion ; but, by himfelf, would be conceived to be, 
no more than an ^flt of reverence ta the fun. This expe- 
dient was approved, and carried inftantly into execution % 
the king of the Euthalites was fatisfied ; and Perofes^ with 
the remainder of his army, returned into Pcrfia. 

When he had fettled his affairs, the Perfian monarchy ' 

unmindful of his oath, prepared for ai fecond expedition 
againft .the Hunns. He took, however, niore prudent 
meafures than before ; he not only raifed a very numer- 
. ous army, but likewife took care to be well furniihed with 
provifions; he alfo fettled his domeftic concerns; and • 
leaving the prince, his fon, regent of the kingdom, began 
his march a fecond time towards the northern frontiers of 
his empire. The Euthalites, fuppofing that Perofes would 
expeA to penetrate, as he did before, into the heart of 
their country, carried off their effcfts, but concealed their 
forces behind certain mountains, from whence iffuing 
faddenly on all (ides of the Perfian army, they totally j^ ^^f^^ 
routed it, ]^nd, at their leifure> killed, or made prifoners, and his 
almoft all*lhe foldiers of whom it was compofed, amongft army cut 
whom Perofes himfelf periftied, when he had worn the ^* 
Perfian diadem twenty years ". 

When the Perfians received advice of the difaftrous Yr. of FU 
death of their king, they made choice of his brother Oba- 2S30. 
las, or, as he is ufually called by the Greek writers, Va- A. D* 48i« 
lens, not caring to truft fo young a perfon, as Cavades „ . 

- » Procop. de Bell. Perfic. lib. i. cap« «4« p« io« Agath. Hift* lib. 
iv. p« 139, Creden. Hift« Comp. p, 355, 
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then was, with the reins of government, though his ii< 
ther had left him regent. This Valens proved an excellenf 
prince, tender, compaflionate, juft, and deGrous of 
affuaging, as far as he might, the mifery of hfs country, 
almoft wholly fubjedied by the Euthalites, to whom, for 
two years, he had paid tribute, and with whom^ for two 
years more, he maintained a bloody wan At lengthy 
worn out with cares, he died, after a fliort and trottblC' 
fome reign of four years, the kfs regretted by his fubje£by 
on account of his being a man peaceably difpofed, and 
therefore very unfit to reftore the ancient luftre.of die 
kingdom • ( Q^). 

Cavades, or Cabades, afcended the throne on the de^ 

mife of his uncle. He was a prince of a high fpirit, wiMf 

itD. 4S6. loved war, and underftood it; ready to undertake any 

" ~" thing for the extending his dominion, and jealous, to tbi 

Lavadis* j^^ degree, of his authority, and the glory of die Pcp» 

fian name. At firft thefe qualities were extremely dcM 

to his fubje£ls ; for, in all probability, had thejr not bed 

governed by fo warlike and enterprifine a prince, they bel 

never recovered their independency, out had funk undec 

the weight of thofe continual invafions made upon die9. 

by the Euthalites, whom no tribute could content, anl 

Subdues no treaties re drain. Againft thefe enemies Cavadd^. 

theButha* afted with great refolution ; making ufe of the fame w^ 

HtiUunnu li^y which they had ufed towards his father^ he di«t' 

them, by fmall bodies,* in hopes of plunder, far into 

country, and, in their return, cut them off. When, 

thefe means, they were cured of their pra&ice of in 

ing, he then turned his arms againft them, but wa 

fuftaining one body of troops by another ; winte 

'fometimes in their country, till at laft he quite broke tl 

fpirits, and obliged them to own him for their fove 

whom they thought to have had for their fubjed^ 

This war being happily finifhed, Cavades, from 
terrible to his enemies, became no lefs fo to his fubj 
His enterpriiing reftlefs genius, incapable of brooking 
reftraints, impelled him to alter the conftituticm of 
kingdom, and deprive all the nobility of thofe priTil< 

^ Ccdren. Hift. Comp. p. 356. Agatb. Hift. libi iv. p. x%%. 
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a^d prerogatives which they had enjoyed under his pre^^ 
decefTors. He likewife became intolerably proud ; would 
not allow any of them to enter his palace> ^or advife him 
in his affairs ; but afted in fuch an arbitrary manner, as ' 

would have given a very bad colour to his proceedings, 
had they been really juft. At length he carried his extra- 
vagancy fo far, as to publifli an edi£l| whereby all the 
^sromm in the empire were declared common to all the 
men. The Perfian nobility, alarmed at this ftrange de- 
cree, which favoured much of infanity, inftantly afiem- 
bled in council, feized the perfon of the king, depofed, ^/ tkpoled 
and imprifoned him, after he had reigned eleven years p. ^"7**- 
Zambades, other wife called Blafes, and Lamafes, by '^y/'o^ FI 
feme (aid to have been the fon^ by others, the brother of jg^^. 
Perofes, confequently the uncle or brother of Cavades, A. D. 497. 
was elefted king in bis ftead. The firft ftep the new king ■ " ■ 

took, was to afiemble a general council of the nobih'ty, in ^^^^^** 
which he deiired they would confider and determine what 
ihould be done with Cavades. The people had before 
declared, that they confidered the perfon of their prince 
as facred : . however, the council were very much divided, 
efpecfally when Gufanaftades, who was poiTelTed of the 
higheft office in the kingdom, drew a little knife out of 
his pocket, with which he ufed to pair his nails, and, 
when he had made them take notice of the fmallnefs of 
its blade, *' This (faid he), properly applied, will do 
what twenty thoufand men will not be able to perform, 
if you lofe the opportunity." At laft it was unanimoufly 
determined, that the king fhould, for his unworthy admi- 
niftration of the government, fufFer perpetual imprifon- 
ment, and be for ever forgotten by his people, whofe al- 
legiance from thenceforward was to be transferred to Zani- 
badds. This prince had, indeed, all the qualities necef- 
fary to give luilre to a crown juftly attained : he was ^ 

equally wife and indulgent, deGrous of reftoring order, 
and of making the people chappy : he applied himfelf, 
with great induftry, to remedy thofe evils which had taken 
birth from his predecefTor's conduct, and example. But 
while he was thus employed, a new ftorm arofe, which, 
after throwing the whole kingdom into violent cohvul- 
fions, at length produced a fecond revolution "i. 

The keeper of the caftle in which Cavades was impri* ^heieprfii 
ibned, became enamoured of his queen, who alone re- ^^S 

F Agath. Hift. lib. iv. p. 139* Procop. ds Bell. Perfic. lib. i. cap. 
5. p. 16. Cedren. Hift. Cooip.p. 356. Theopbyla^. Hift. p. 99. 
9 Agath, Procop. Cedrcn. Thcopb, ubi fuprat 
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mamed attached to bim in all his misfortunes^ and irtM 
failed not to bring him neceiOParies witb her own hands^ 
though flie was not permitted to fee him. "With mucb 
difficulty, however, (he procured leave to write to himj 
and having acquainted bim with the fituation of afiaiiSi 
Cadaves, by letter, direfted her to foothe the paffion of 
his gaoler, in order to get admittance to him. This im 
jun3ion the lady complied with fo effi^^ually, that fli^ 
had accefs to her hufband when (he pleafed, and thcrcbf 
an opportunity of acquainting him, that he had ftill one 
friend left, who was ready to undertake any thing for his 
fervice. The name of this man was Scfofes, a perfon of 
quality, who had a great number of dependents, among 
whom he collefted a troop to attend the king wherever 
he fhould think fit, when he (hould be once fafcly out of 
the caftle. The care of his efcape the queen took upon 
herfelf ; for, (laying, as (he often did, late In the even- 
ing, (he drefled the king in her cloaths, and he went out 
in this difguife unqueilioned, while (he remained in his 
attire. As (lie pretended to be fick, and kept her bed ibr 
fome days, the cheat was not difcovercd \ fo that Cavades 
had time enough to fave himfelf, by retiring with Sefofcs 
and his friends, who conduced him through Perfia intt 
the territories of the Euthalites, whofe king received him 
with^ great honour, and readily granted him protedion; 
As for the queen, there is nothing faid of her fate with 
certainty: however, biftorians intimate, that more of r> 
fentment than of pity was (hewn in the treatment towards 
her. As for Cavades, the king of the Euthalites enter* 
tained him fplendidly, treated him as his friend and aOji 
and gave him his daughter in marriage. In the fequel^ 
the Perfian king began to hold correfpctadence with fomc 
of the nobility ; and finding, or believing he found, ia 
bis people an inclination to receive him once more ai 
their fovereign, he perfuaded his father-in-law to fumilh 
him with an army. This favour being readily granted| 
he no fooner faw the troops in readinefs, than he prfj 
himfelf at their head, and marched into Per{ia '. 

Cavades entered firft into the province, of which Go*] 
fanaftadesj who had threatened his life, was gorernofi 
where he inftantly caufcd proclamation to be made, t1 
this man, as a rebel, was uinworthy of his charge ; 
that himfelf would coafer it on the perfon who (botild 
pay his duty to hioij o» a dty affigncd. His friends 

r Procop. dp BelL Perfic. libu u cap, 6, AgMb« Credeiu ubi fupia* j 
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l^refented to ^he kiqg, that this ftep w^ ijanovating the 
cftabliflied kws, which fixed the governments of provinces 
in certain houfes. C^vades, however, afFeAed to remain 
£rm i but, at the day, conferred the office of governor 
upon Adergudunbades, a young nobleman next of kin to 
the deprived goverwr, who* as it was concerted, paid 
his compliments to hin^ firft. He afterwards proceeded 
to the capital of Perl^a, ^od repoiTeiTed himfelf of the 
-throne almoft as eafily as be had been eje£led. His con- 
du£k, ujpn this extraordinary change in his affairs, was 
fiiitabie to the fierqenefs of hjLs temper : Zambades hede** 
prived of fight, and imprifoned, after he had for four 
years worn the royal tide. Gufanaftades he put to death ; 
and, ibzt his reftoration might be adorned with one a^ 
of generofity, amidft fo mujcb feverity» he ere£led a ntyr 
office for his friend Sefofes, whom he n^ade lieutenant- 
general of his kingdom '» 

It was not long before the king of the Euthalites preiTed Invades 
his fon-in-law to repay the great fums of money he had ^^' ^omoM 
lent him/ Cavades found he could not comply with hi? t^^*^^^'^* 
demand, and therefore defired AnaftafiuS} then emperor 
of The Eaft, to accommodate him with the fum he wanted, 
offering to pay interefl: for it ; but his requell was refu(ed. 
Cavades readily conceiving, that there ^as pow no way 
to avoid breaking with his father-in-law, h\xL by making 
war upon the Romans, phofe this as the lefTer evil of the 
two; and, having a copfiderable body of fprces near 
him, made a fudden irruption into Armenia, preventing^ 
by the quicknefs of his march, the very report of his ex*^ 
pedition. By this meth.od be anfwered his purpoie ; for 
• the inhabitants having no time to withdraw their efFe£i;$, 
he raifed exceffive contributions : after which he be(iege4 Amida bi» n 
Amida, the principal fortrefs in thofe parts. As the pro- /i*gid% 
vince bad for many years enjoyed profound peace, the 
city was unprovided of garrifon or magazines : however^ 
die citizens refufed to open their gates, .and prepared to 
make an obftinate defence. Cavades, who delighted in 
war, and who underftood it perfei^iy well, praSifed all 
the methods then in ufe for reducing fortified places, but 
in vain : at length, however, when he and his principal ^»^'«*'»« 
commanders were almoft in defpair, a tower was fur^* ' 

prifed, by th&.fupine negligence of certain monks, on thie 
eightieth day from the com^nencement of the fiege. At 
£ril Cavades fufiered his foldiers to put the inhabitants to 

• Theopbyla^i Jib. iy. p. loo, 
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the fword: a citizen thereupon told him, it was un- 
worthy of a hero to put thofe to deaths who were unable 
to refift. ** Why then, faid the king, did you pretend to 
treat me as an enemy ?" ** Becaufei faid the citizen, it 
was the will pf God to deliver Amtda, not to your power, 
but to your valour.'' Cavades, charmed with this com- 
pliment, ordered the citizens to be fpared. Some time 
afterwards, he reftored to them their privileges ; dircGted 
the walls and public buildings to be repaired; and leav- 
ing Clones, a Perfian nobleman, with a garrifon of a 
thoufand men, he treated it afterwards rather as a bene- 
faflor than a conqueror *• 

As foon as the news of this invafion reached Rome, 
the emperor took the neceffary precautions for aflembling 
an army ; and orders were given to march to the frontiers 
with all imaginable expedition. The Greek writers tell 
us,, that there never were better forces fent againft the 
Perfians, than this army was compofed of, or generals of 
greater reputation. Cavades, on his fide, took the field 
early ; and b^ing informed, that the Roman officers dif- 
fered among themfelves, and had divided their forces into 
feveral independent bodies, he refolved to attack them 
without delay. He firft fell upon Ariobindus, who, on 
the approach of the Perfians, ihamefuUy abandoned his 
camp, and fled to an adjacent city. ^ Eight hundred Eu- 
thalites, who were the forlorn hope of Cavades' army, 
in their next march fell in with a confiderable body of 
Roman troops, commanded by Hypatius, and^ were by 
them entirely cut to pieces, on the fide of a river, the 
dream of which they dyed with their blood. It was not 
long before the Perfian monarch arrived on its banks, 
where gueffing by the colour of the water what had hap- 
pened, he immediately conceived, that he ihould find the 
Romans fecure and unprovided. Inftead of making a 
halt, he haftened on with his cavalry ; and, as ho con- 
jeftured, finding the Romans eating, drinking, and vraih- 
ing themfelves in the river, he feverely revenged the 
death of his friends, by putting almoft this whole body to 
death, without any refi (lance ". 

Soon after this viftory, he received advice that the 
Hunns had broken into the northern provinces of his em- 
pire ; upon which he was obliged to^ return with his 
whole army into Perfia, whence he happily expelled thofe 
barbarous invaders. After the departure of the army, 

t Procop, de BclJ. Perfic libs i. cap. 7. p. 40. Cedreil, H. Q, 
f, 169. « Procop. de Bell. Perfic* lib. i. cap. S. 
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the Romans, in feveral bodies, drew nearer to Amida, 
in order to ftraitqn its garrifon, and to prerent its re- 
ceiving provifions. They like wife found means to draw 
Clones, the Ptrfian commander, into an ambufcade, ' 

wherein himfelf and two hundred horfe were cut to pieces. / 

This was not only a very unfortunate accident for the gar- 
rifon, but alfo fatal in its confequences, on s^ccount of its 
reftraining them from making any excurfions, in order to 
fill their magazines. The command devolved upon the 
fon of Clones, a young man, but an excellent ofEcer, 
who acquired a greater reputation by lofing this city, than 
hia mafter had done by gaining it. After a long blockade, 
in which, though the Romans did little, the^Perfians fuf- 
fered much, being conftrained to feed on the vileft and 
moft naufeous things to fatisfy their hunger, while the 
provifions in their magazines remained untouched, in or- 
der to anfwer another purpofe ; hopes of fuccour being 
loft, the governor entered into a treaty with the Romans 
for the delivery oi the city. During this treaty, large 
diftributions were made from the magazines \ whence the 
Roman officers conceiving that the befieged had ftill 
plenty of provifions, they agreed to let the garrifon march Amida ri* 
out, and to carry with them all that they had ; giving taken by 
alfo to the governor a fum of money for furrendering a '^' ^*' 
place, which, in a few days, muft have fallen into their *"*^'* 
hands. Some time after this event, a truce for feven peaa le^ 
years was concluded between the Romans and Perfians, tween the 
and hoftages given on both fides for its being duly kept 5 ^^^fi^* 
fo that Cavades had leifure to purfue his wars againft the ^^ „f ^* 
Hunns ^. 

In thefe he had his ufual fuccefs 5 yet all his foreign Propofes 
victories could not fecure peace or tranquillity in his fa- thiadop' 
mily. He had three fons, Caofes, Zames, and Chofroes ; ^l^^f^^ 
the laft of whom he defigned for his fucceflbr. Caofes, g^pgfor. 
the eldeft, is faid to have been a prince of merit ; neither 
are we told why his father at firft difliked him ; however, 
he refolved to deprive him of the fucceffion.^ Zames had 
the misfortune to be blind of an eye ; on which account, 
by the laws of Perfia, he was incapable of reigning. 
Chofroes very much refembled his father in temper, fierce, 
^virarlike, and ambitious: he was continually contriving ' 
great fcheraes, and exerted incredible diligence and aAi- 
vity in executing what he Had projefted. On this young 
prince Cavades repofed his hopes ; and being defirous to 

« Cedren. H, C. p« 170. Agath» Hift. lib. iv* p« 139. 
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ctUblifli him in the mod glorious fituation, entered intt 
a Qegociation with Juftiu, who had fucceeded Anaftafius 
]f| the empire) in order to induce him to adopt Chofroes* 
At firft this motion was well entertained at Conftanti- 
nople \ but, by degrees, the emperor was perfuaded that 
it miglit be injurious to his family and his fubje£is ; It 
was therefore declined. However, commifBoners met oa 
both (ides, to treat of a lading peace, and to fettle the 
boundaiies of the two empires. For this important bufi- 
i)efs, Cavades made choice of Sefofes, whom he had 
raifed to the principal offices in his kingdom, and M& 
bodes, a military ot&cer of great experience. On the 
other hand, the emperor Juftin fent Hypatius, the nephev 
of his predeceiTor, and Hufinus, a man of great quality. 
After frequent conferences^ difputes arofe ; and it l)eing 
propofed to adopt Chofroes, in a new and particular man- 
ner, as a Barbarian, that prince conceived fuch difpleaf 
fure at that epithet, as infpired him with an irreconciie- 
able hatred to the Romans. The conferences being 
broken off, ^Iebodes, at their return to court, charged 
Sefpfes with having contributed to the mifcarriage of their 
negociatioa^ He w^s likewife accufed of having buried 
his wife, (Contrary to the law of Perfia, whereby all dead 
bodies were expofed to the fowls of the air. On theft 
pret^nc^s be was tried, and adjudged worthy of death. 
Cavades ^xpn^fied great forrow for his friend ; but was 
grown fp tender of the laws, that he would not hinder 
their courfe. In this manner died Sefofes, and with him 
that high office, which had been created on purpofe to 
gratify him for his fervices. 

Jiiilinian having fucceeded Juftin in the empire of the 
Eafty purfued alfo his policy, in caufing all the frontiers 
towards Perfia to be furveyed, the old fortrefies repaired, 
^nd others erected, as the fituation of the country it- 
quired. With this view he fent inftrud:ions to thofe who 
commanded on the frontiers of Mefopotamia, to fortify 
Mindone, the neareft place in the Roman territories to 
Kifibis \ and a body of troops under the command of 
Cutzes and Buzes, brothers, were fent to proted this 
workm^en* The Perfians, who could not but look with ai 
evil eye on the progrefs of this ftraiSiure, took an oppor- 
tunity, when the Roman forces did not obferve ftrii^ difcir 
pline, to fall upon« and cut mod of them to pieces, to- 
4^ether with many of the workmen, demoliffied the place, 
and fent the prifoners into Perfia, where Cavades em- 
ployed them in his buildings Iliis occafioned a new war, 
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for the carrying on of which the Perifians tibok the field, 
with a very numerous army, cofnmanded by Perofes, who 
had under him feveral generals of reputation. On the 
- other hand, Belifarius had the command of the Roman 
forces. After fome preparatory motions, the armies came 
to a general engagement, in which, after a very obftinate 
refiftance, the Perfians were defeated, with very gf^iat 
flaughter : yet the Romans gained little ground by this 
vidlory ; for the Perfian generals, being fupplied with 
frefli forces, continued to keep the field ; only they ton- 
tinted themfelves with flight excurfions, and did not pre- 
tend to give the Romans battle a fecond time *. 

In Armenia, Mermeroes, who comrtianded the Perfian Carries on 
forces in chief, was twice defeated by Doritheus, the Ro- ^^'. y'f^^ 
man general. Two caftles, and* certain diftrifts depend- "^ffrlnt 
ent upon them, fubmitted to the Romans ; and in thefe fuccefs. 
diftri£is were the gold mines belonging to the king of 
PerGa. The T2ani, a free and barbarous people, were 
the chief occafion of thefe loiTes ; for they now embraced 
the paity of the Romans, and pofleffed thenlfelves of the 
gold which belonged to the Perfian fking, who was con- 
ftrained to be content, his forces not being numerous 
enough to reduce them. Befides, his generals Narfes and 
Aratius deferted ; and, with all their families, and much 
wealth, retired to Conftantinople. This fituation of af- 
fairs did not at all difcourage Cavades, who, when Ru- 
finus, the Roman ambaflador, came to treat with him of 
peace, adhered to his firft demands ; and when the am- 
baflador had his audience of leave, infinuated to him, that 
if ever he departed from them, it muft be in confidera- 
tion of a large fum of money. To retrieve his military 
reputation, he fet feveral new armies on foot, difgraced 
Perofes> and gave the command of the army which he ^ 

intended to fend into the Roman territories, to Azarethas, 
a valiant man, who well underftood the duty of his 
charge. This general made an irruption into the country 
bordering on the Euphrates ; and, finding himfelf fupe- 
rior in force to Belifarius, wa^d all before him with fire 
and fword. The Roman foldiery faw this with indigha^ 
tion ; and, ndtwithftanding the difparity of nunibers, . 
^od other difad vantages, clamoroufly urged Belifarius to 
give the enemy battle : he declined it as long as he could j 
but at length, by the near approach of the enemy, and 

« Procop. de Bell. Perfic. lib. i. Cap. ii. p. 30. Cedren. Agath, 
tibi Aipra. Evagr. lib* iv. cap* 12. 
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the obftinacy of his own troops, was forced to fight. 
The Perfian general knew txzQXy the advantages he had, 
and improved them to the utmoft ; fo that the Romans 
were defeated, with very great flaughter. However, 
Belifarius, with the remains of his army, fo well covered 
the country, that the Perfians were not able to take anj 
pl^ce of importance ; fo that Azarethas, on his return to 
court, notwithftanding his vidory, fell into difgrace ^ 

^A iiocL '^^^ ^^^ ^*'^ continued : Mermcroes had the command 
* of the Perfian army ; and as Belifarius was recalled, ia 

order to be employed againft the Vandals, he found it 
not fo difficult to deal with his fucceflbrs. After having 
amufed the Roman generals with marches and counter- 
marches, he at laft invefted the city of Martyropolis, a 
place of the laft importance to the Roman empire ; and, 
in (ight of their armies, carried on the fiege in form. 
Sittas, who commanded for the emperor Juftinian, find- 
ing that himfelf and his colleagues were able to do little 
by force, began, witb better fuccefs, to praftife fomc of 
the frauds of war. Having found a perfon fit for his 
purpofe, and thoroughly inftrufled, he fent him into the 
Perfian army, where, coming privately to Mermeroes, he 
acquainted him, that the Mafiagetae, whom Cavades had 
hired to fall into the Ron^an territories, had accepted a 
fum of money from Juftinian, and were on the point of 
invadine Perfia, This falfe intelligence greatly intimi* 
dated Mermeroes, engaged him firft to turn the fiege into 
a blockade, and afterwards to' confent to a truce with the 
Romans ; which was the reafon that the Mafiagetae, who 
remained firm to the PeriGan iptereft, made only a ftort 
incurGon, and returned, without doing much good to 
themfelves, or hurt to the Romans *. 

In the mean time Cavades, who was opprefled with 
years, and whofe activity had drawn upon him, in his 
declining age, many infirmities, began to feel the ap- 
proach of death (R). Upon this he fent for Mebodes, 

his 

y Procop. de Bell. Perfic. lib, i. cap. 15. p. 43. Eyagr. ubifupra* 
> Procop. de Bell. I^eriic. lib. i. cap. 16. p. 47. 

(R) It is evident from this (for fo, after the oriental cuf- 

part of the Perfian hiftory, torn, we call thofe who treat 

that this people were at that of the Roman empire) are not 

time not only numerous and fond of owning this ; but af* 

warlike, but prudent alfo and fe£t to attribute all the fuccdi 

polite. The Roman authors of the Perfiaps to their yaflac- 
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his confident and minifter, to whom having explained the Froyida 
reafons why hfe defired to have Chofroes for his fucceflbr, forihefuc* 
he put his will into his hands, conjuring him to ufe his ^<^*^/^'' 
utmoft endeavours , to fee it executed. Thus died Cava- /JiV/f ^^^*' 
des, after having reigned thirty years from the time of 
his reftoration, forty-one in the whole, and forty-five, if 
we take in the time of his imprifonment and exile. As 
foon as he expired, Caofes, his eldeft fon, took upon 
him .the title of king ; but Mebodes interpofed, repre- 
fenting, that the crown of Perfia was never to be acquir- 
ed by fraud ; that an afTembly of the nobles was necef- 
f^ry to recognize his title ; and that, until this was ac« 
knowleged, his fubje£ls could not lawfully obey him. 
An afTembly was called accordingly, but whether by 
Caofes, or Mebodes, does not appear. In this aifembiy 
the will of the king was produced and read \ and fuch 
a regard was paid by the nobility to his memory, that 
the claim of Caofes was fet afide ; and Chofroes, in vir- 
tue of his father's defignation, declared monarch of 
Perfia «. 

Chofroes, being fettled oa the Perfian throne, received Yr. of Fl. 
an embaify from Juftinian, compofed of feveral perfons »*79- 
of diftinftion, at the head of whom was Rufinus.* The A. D, 531. 
intent pi this embaify was not only to compliment the ^. ^ j~ 
king on his acceiGon, but alfo to treat of peace. Chof- 

a Procop. de Bell. Perfic. lib. i. cap. 21. p« 65. Agath. lib. iv. ^ 

p. 140. Cedren. p. 369. 



jsies, their fudden incurfions, 
and the little refpe6i which 
their monarchs. had to treaties, 
and to oaths. One thing, how- 
ever, is certain» that the Ro- 
man emperors confiantly paid 
certain fubiidies to the Perfian 
kings ; and this feems to be a 
firong proof of the prowcfs of 
thofe monarchs. This was 
one of the great caufes of the 
wars which fo frequently hap- 
pened between thefe empires. 
As often as the Roman empire 
was in diforder, or had a paci- 
fic prince upon the throne, the 
Per dans received thefe fubfi- 
dies; but when the Romans 
yirere in a good condition, or a 



martial prince was at their head, 
then they were flopped, and, 
of courfe, the Pcrfians began 
their incurfions, till either they 
were beaten by the Roman ar- 
mies, or bought off agdn with 
Roman money. On the other 
hand, it mufl be owned, that 
when amlMtious and turbulent 
princes wore the Perfian dia- 
dem , fcarce any thi ngcould con- 
tent them. They knew, that 
the Conflandnopolitan empire' 
could not, for any length of 
time, fupport a war with Per- 
fia, becaufe of the immeufe 
expence to which it was put, 
by keeping a great army on the 
frontiers. 
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rocs, who' was a prince of quick parts, received flic firft 
kindly, and entered readilyinto the fecond ; but, wbAx 
they came to adjuft the articles of the peace, he^ difco- 
vered his true intention, by infifting, that a fum of mo- 
ney (hould be given him ; that the prctenfions of the Per- 
fians and Romans fhould be thoroughly canrafied, and 
finally fettled ; all places taken on either fide rcftored, 
and this peace declared to be perpetual. Seme delays 
happened in the negotiations ; and a report beihg fpread, 
that Juftinian had put Rufinus to death, who, at the re- 

S[ueft of the Perfian king, had returned to Conftantitiopfe 
or inftruAions, Chofroes inftantly took the field with a 
powerful army ; which ftiuck fuch a terror, that the in- 
habitants began to retire from the villages in all tbc fron- 
tier provinces, fuppofing that the war would become more 
bloody than ever. But before Chofroes proceeded to ho- 
ftilities, Rufinus arrived, and perfefted the treaty; the 
Ferfians retired, arid the inhabitants Of the frontier pro* 
vinces returned to their habitations ^. 
pi/c9vers The Perfian nobles, perceiving that Chofroes was pot 
^nddefeau fcffed of the fame fpirit which had made Cavides tefrible 
^ ^^^^tdni' ^^ ^^^ fubjeds when he afcended the throne, determined 
^jjf to fecure their own fafety at the expence of the king^s, bf 

depofing him, and fetting opi in his ftead on« more trad-i 
able. This was Zames, the brother of Chofroes. The 
law incapacitated him from being king ; but it was eafily 
evaded : he had a fon, whofe name was Cavades, wbQ 
was extremely like his grandfather. Him they intended 
to proclaim king, and to veft the regal authority in Zt» 
mes, as his tutor and proteftor. Zames readily came 
intof this fcheme, and promifed the confpirators to ad in 
all things according to their counfels. As Chofroes raad^ 
it a rule to fpare no expence for intelligence, it was not 
long before he was informed of all thefe machinations. 
He fuffered them, however, to proceed, that he might by 
this connivance difcover who were, and who were not, 
devoted to his fervice ; for, as he had the troops entirely 
at his command, and knew every ftep his enemies took, 
he was not in pain for his own fafety. When things grW 
ripe for execution, he feized the confpirators at oiice; 
and had no fooner feized than he put them to death. 
His executions extended to the whole confpiracy : he had 
no idea of reconciling traitors; but every man, who had 
|he leaft fhare in it, paid the forfeit of his life *". 
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Ydung Cavades alone efcaped, and that only ty acci- '^ht hiftory 
dertt. He was not in the king's power immediately, being ^^, Cavades 
brought up by .Adergudnnbades $ to whom therefore ^^y^'^^S* 
Cbofroes difpatched orders to put him to death. This in- 
jandion extremely grieved the good old man, who had * 
educated him as carefully as if he had been his own fon } 
biit the royal orders, and the royal fafety, were things not 
to be trifled with. But when he came to acquaint his 
wife with the command he had received from couft, (he, 
trho.had nurfed Cavades, forgot all concerns but for hii 
fafety; and, as her hufband ^as naturally inclined to 
pity the unfortunate child, {he prevailed iipon him to 
think of concealing the youth in her houfe, and to dif« 
patch a meflenger to court, to inform Chofroes» that his 
order had been exadly comfplied with. This fcheme was 
happily executed for Cavades^ who thereby efcaped a 
death he no way deferved. It was no lefs prudently con- 
dlided by his ^ife and generous prote£tor, who entrufted 
fidne with the fecret bat his eldeft fon, and an old fervant. 
When Cavades was grown to the years of difcretion, Ader- 
gadunbades furniihed him with a confiderable fum of 
money, advifed him to retire from Perfia, and to be care- 
ful of his fafety, and his own. Some time afterwards, 
Varrhames, this nobleman's eldeft fon, difcovered this fe^ 
crct to Ckofroes, and produced the fervant who was privy 
to it. TJie king, who was then employed in an expedition 
againft the Hunns, fent inftantly for Adergudunbades to 
attend him. That excellent man, being now far advanced 
in years, fell, through weaknefs, from his horfe^ as he 
haftened to attend Cbofroes, and broke his thigh. The 
king, being informed of the accident, ordered him to be 
fent to a certain caftle, under pretence of tailing care of 
his cure, but, in truth, to have him privately murdered : 
be was accordingly difpatched, and his office given to his 
fon Vaj^rhames. As for Cavades he retired to Conftan- 
tinople, where he was treated, by the emperor Juftinian, 
with all the refpedl due to his birth <*. 

As the peace with the Romans was, at firft, verv con- chefrmt 
irenient to Cbofroes, he faithfully obferved it. When he refol'ves /# 
w^s informed of the vi£lories obtained by Belifarius in «^^^ tuar 
Africa, he fent ambafladors to congratulate Juftinian upon ^^" '^' 
his fuccefe ; and by way of raillery, direfted them to tell ^^^**'* 
the emperor, that he had a right to (hare the fpoils of his 
enemies, (inccj had he not been at peace with Perfia, he 
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could not have either forces or leifure to make thde con* 
quefts in Africa. Juftinian received thefe ambafladors 
kindly, affured them of his great affeftion for their .maftcr, 
and, on hearing his mcffagc, prefented Chofroes with a 
conGderable fum of money. . But .this friendly correfpon- 
~ dence did not laft long : the Saracens, encouraged by the 
Perfian king, made feveral incurfions into the Roman ter- 
ritories ; of which when Juftinian, by bis ambafladors, 
made loud complains, Chofroes returned for anfwer, that 
he believed what they alleged was not altogether without 
foundation ; but that he could fcarce conceive hU brother 
Juftinian took this amifs, becaufe they were arts oi empire 
himfelf had taught, he having prafkifed not only on the 
Saracens, but the Hunns, to invade Perfia, as he could 
prove by his own letters : fo that he had only turned his 
own weapons upon him, as he was obliged to do, to pre- 
ferve his fubjeds. For a time, however, he fuffered 
himfelf to be pacified ; yet not without making the ne« 
ceflary preparations for carrying on a war, whenever he 
thought fit. To this he was principally excited by Vi« 
tiges, king of the Goths, who fent an embaffy on pur- 
pofe to reprefent the formidable jpower of JuflSnian, and 
. how much it was the intereft of Chofroes, as well as him- 
felf, to fee it reduced. Soon after came^-an application 
from the Arfacidse, or petty princes of Armenia. They 
fet forth many grievances, under which they laboured 
from the Roman power : they defcribed the methods taken 
by Juftinian for attaining univerfal empire in the ftrongeft 
light \ and befought Chofroes to confider not fo much 
their cafe, as his own. This remonftrance determined the 
Perfian monarch to break the peace, and to furprife Jufti- 
nian before he was at leifure to attack him. The feafon 
of the year did not permit this refolution to be executed 
as foon as it was formed ; but it influenced Chofroes to 
aflemble fuch an army as might be able to a£i in the be- 
ginning of the fpring, notwithftanding he was advifed 
of the death of Vitiges, and the abfolute ruin of his king- 
dom. Juftinian, being informed of the preparations made 
in Perfia, found himfelf under a neceflity of providing for 
whtit might happen : yet, not willing to have recourfe im- 
mediately to arms, he wrote letters to Chofroes^ wherein 
he defcribed the bad confequences which would attend 
a hafty and unjuft breach of the peace fubfifting between 
them. To which letters Chofroes, being already 6xed in 
his refolution, returned no anfwer, but went on with his 

military 
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military preparations as openly and as vigoroully as if there 
had been a war declared *. 

In the beginning of the fpring Chofroes, at the head of Hisg^iai 
a great army, entered the Roman territories. He did y«/^</^«* 
not, as it was generally expefted he would, fall into Mefo- ^''^v* 
potamia; but^ on thcx contrary, made the provinces of 
Syria and Cilicia the feat of the war« The firil place of 
confequence which he reduced was Sura, feated on the Riducet 
Euphrates, a place of great ftrength, rich, and populous ; ^«''tf* 
yet Chofroes quickly maftered it, rather by fraud than 
force) and behaved to the inhabitants with rigour, not- 
withftanding that he married a woman from among the 
prifoners taken there, for whofe fake, it might have been 
expedied, he would have treated her country with lenity. 
From hence he moved on, ufing feverity where any refiit- 
ance provoked him, and great clemency towards the inha- 
bitants of fuch places as readily fubmitted, im poling, 
however, heavy contributions upon all. At length, find- 
ing no Roman army in the field, he proceeded to Anti- Advancis 
ocb, and encamped in its neighbourhood, on the banks t9 Anmclu 
of the river Orontes. Thence he fent to acquaint the An- 
tiochians, that, if they paid him a large fum of money, 
he would fpare them, and retire from before their city. 
As it was very ftrong, its fortifications newly repaired, and 
a numerous garrifon in it, the populace were fo elate, 
that they not only rejefted the Perfian monarch's propo- 
fition, but alfo maltreated thofe he fent, throwing out 
abufive refledions on Chofroes and his family. This ii^- 
folence irritated him fo far, that, quite contrary to his in- 
tention, he invefted the place ; and, againft the ordinary 
rules of war, and even the di£lates^ of reafon, ftormed the Attempuu 
city, before the walls were at all battered, making ufe of /f « '^' . 
nia<:hines to raife the foldiers againft them. This was a "^* ,t*f ^ 
rafb and defperate attempt ; and, notwithftanding the '''^*»' • 
prefencc of Chofroes, who ufed every method to en- 
courage his foldiers, they were beaten ofi^ with gre^t 
flaughter. 

When, they returned to the charge, a worfe accident 
happened ; for the befieged, encouraged by their former 
fuccefs, attacked thofe who had the keeping of the ma- 
chines ; and having cut the ropes and chains, precipitated 
them, and all who were upon them, from the top of the 
walls over the craggy mountains, on which they were 

e Procop. dc Bell. Pcrfic. Hb. ii. Anecdot. lib. i. Tbeophan. 
X^hronograpb. p. 149. Zonar. Anna). Hb. iv. p. 67. Evagr. lib. iv« « 
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ere£led, into the diftant plain underneath. This incident 
proved the deftruftion of the city ; for the dreadfol noift 
of the rolling machines, and the horrid cries of the dying 
foldiersy being beard in the city, and the caufe not known, 
the garrifon caufed the gates to be thrown Open, fop- 
pofing the walls on the other fide had fallen down ; and, 
without ftaying for better information, hailily riding oyer 
women and children, they abandoned the place. Thofe 
on the walls feeing this tumult, apprehended that the 
Perfians had made fome other attack, and tbefeopba 
quitted their poft, to retire into the market-place. Cbof- 
roes did not negled fa fair an opportunity, but drawing 
frefh forces out of his camp, fcaled the undefended walls, 
and, after a bloody ftruggle in the market-^lace, inflidd 
all the feverities tnat could be expelled frofh an iilcenfed 
enemy on the miferable inhabitants of Antioch. While 
the Perfian army remained at Antioch^ ambafladors calAe 
from Juilinian, to expoftulate with Chofroes on thid bfedch 
of peace, and to treat of an actommodation. The Per« 
fian monarch received them with mach ciTility ; be heard 
them patiently, and feemed to pay a great regard to what 
they faid. When they had done fpeaking, he begtfnto 
anfwer them with tears in his eyes : he made a more pa- 
thetic defcription of the miferies induced by the war, tbaiti 
they had done ; he declared it was with the utmoft rd- 
luftance he had taken arms ; that he wds compelled to 
it by the nobility of Perfia, who could no lotigef fee, 
with patience, Juftinian raifing up enemies againft them 
on every fide, and encouraging his fubjeds to treat th^tti, 
on all occafions, with contempt. He delivered this ha* 
rangue with fuch a folemn fadnefs in his countenance, 
with fuch vehement geftures, and with expreffidns fo cal- 
culated to excite the paifions, that the ambafladors were 
quite confounded, openly confeffing, that the eloquence 
of Chofroes was more dreadful to the Romans thdn hife 
arms. In the end, however, he began to intimate, that a 
confiderable fum of money advanced, and an aiinual tri- 
bute, worfd fend him back into Perfia, and fix the peace 
between the two empires. 

As the ambafiadors demurred a little at this demaiKl, 
Chofroes, to quicken their deliberations, burnt the city of 
Antioch to the ground, and, not long after, concluded a 
peace very advantageous to himfelf, as Well as very igno- 
minious to the Romans. However, he did not even keep 
this ; but, influenced by a miftaken defire of accumulatiof 
M-ealth, proceeded to take city after ciiyj raifing contri* 

butions 
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buttons whenever he came. He did not indeed pretend to 
keep, b|it, on the contrary, flighted, all the places he * 
took, aft(sr he had extorted contributions ( but by thefe 
means he alarmed and terrified the Romans, raifed the 
coufage of ((le Per(ians, and filled his coffers. The iaft 
city he befieged was Dara, a place of great importance, 
which he was very dcfirous of having in his power ; but 
whether he intended to keep or demolifli it» is uncertain* 
The citizens, however, weighing within themfelves the 
treatment which other cities had received from the Per- 
fians, and confi()ering alfo the ftrength and advantageous 
fituation of the place, determihed to defend themfelves to 
the utmoft \ in which refolution they fucceeded fo well, 
that ChoCroes, finding his troops fatigued, his forces di- 
minifhed, and the feafon far advanced, raifed the fiege, 
and returned, loaded with wealth, into his own ter- 
ritories ^ 

As he had now anfwered all the ends he propofe(l in the 
war, he was inclined to let peace take place \ to which end 
be endeavoured to renew the negotiations, and to eftablifh 
things on the plan of the treaty he had concluded. But 
Juftinian, by this time, ,bad quite altered his opinion ; and 
having recalled Belifarius, determined to make the Per- 
fians feel the weight of the Roman power, fince, without 
fuch exertion, there feemed no probability of prefcrving 
peace for any length of time. 

The feat of the war was now fuddenly transferred to Drives tke 
Cholcis, much to the difadvantage of the Romans, and R<ffnans 
yet entirely through their own milmanagement. This re- •J^/^*'* 
gion was at that time inhabited by the Las;!, a rude and 
oarbarous people, who had, for a lopg courfe of yearsj 
adhered fteadily to the Roman intereft. This attachment 
was the refult of choice ; for they had never been fub- 
dued : they were neither charged with any taxes, nor 
obliged to admit any new magift/ates as a conquered peo- 
ple. Only the emperor of Conftantinople, on the death 7he Lazi^ 
of any of their princes, appointed his fucceflbr, and there- ^^hahitautt 
by manifefted a kind of fuperiority, rather honourable dthlli d 
than of any great confequence. But the emperor Jufti- v, j^ini^ 
man, having thoroughly confidered the importance of that «#. 
diftriA which thofe people inhabited, and which, as it 
lay upon what is called the Black Sea, was a kind of fron- , 
tier to his empire, and, at the fame time, covered his 

f Procop. de Bell. Perfic. lib. ii. Evagr. lib. iv. cap. 25. Cedren. 
Rift. Comp. p. 371. Theopban. Chronpgraph* p. 151* Zonar. 
A^nal. lib. xiv. p« 68. 
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metropolis, relblved to make fame farther proTifion for 
hisfecurityon that fide, left this nation (bould, at any 
timC) prove unfaithful. 

To this end) he recommended it to one Tzibus, ix^hom 
he named a prince of the Lazi, to build a city, well forti- 
fied» and fecured by a ftrong citadel, on the coaft of the 
Euxine Sea, that it might be acheck on the Lazi, if they 
flioiild ever attempt to revolt. This commiflion Tzibus 
very faithfully executed, his countrymen ai&fting him to 
the utmoft ot their power, rejoicing to behold fo large and 
fine a city built in their country at the expence of the Ro- 
mans -9 but when they found to what end it was ereded, 
and faw that Tzibus had received into it a Roman gar- 
rifon, they began to be of another opinion : and thus all 
the pains and expence employed about this city and for- 
trefs, turned to no other account than producing that ef- 
fe£k which they were etefted to prevent ; for the Lazi 
inftantlydifpatched. their deputies into Perfia, to invite 
Chofroes to their afliftance. This embafiy they difpatched 
in the name of Gubazes, the greateft of their princeSi 
who befought him to take under his prote£tion a free peo- 
ple, whom Juftinian was attempting to enflave. There 
wanted not much intreaty to induce fo enterprifing a mo- 1 
narch to undertake an expedition fo vifibly for his intereft:! 
he therefore accepted the propofal of the deputies ; andJ 
having propagated a report, that the Hunns were about toj 
invade the frontiers of his kingdom, he fuddenly affem-| 
bled an army, with which he marched towards Iberia {I 
but, turning ihort when it was leaft expected, he entered| 
Colchis through a thick, and, till then, impenetrable {( 
reft, which he caufed to be cut down before him. 
foon as he d^fcended into the plain country, Gubav 
met and paid his compliments to him, acknowlegit 
him for his fovereign ; and, joining his army with a coi 
Cderable reinforcement, they marched together towan 
who iakis Petra. Tzibus, with the Roman garrifon, made at firft 
Fttra* gallant defence ; but finding, at laft, that the place woull 
be infallibly taken, they made their efcape by fea, 
♦ left to the enemy not only the city and fortrels, ^ut 
all the treafures, and valuable merchandize, which 
been there depofited ^. 

While Chofroes was victorious on his fide, the Romi 
general Belifarius aflembled an army,, and laid fiege 
Nifibis i but to little purpofe : for Nibades, the Perfii 
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gOYernor, made fo brave a defence^ and fo many vigorous 
lallieS) that Belifarius was, in a ihort time^ obliged to 
raife the (iege ; and to confole himfelf for that misfortune, 
to march farther into Perfia ; where, ravaging the coun- 
try, taking a few inconfiderable places, and carrying off 
fome fpoil, he fent advice to ConAantinople, that he had 
triumphed over the Perfians ; though, in faft, his expe- 
dition was rather honourable than advantageous. When 
Chofroes had intelligence of this incurfion, he made hafte 
into Perfia with his army, that he might, early the next 
year, be ready to make an irruption into the dominions of 
the Romans. This he accordingly performed \ and hav- 
ing wafted a great part of the frontier country, and raifed 
• great contributions, he at laft entered Comagene, intend- 
ing to march from thence into iPaleftine, there to fack , 
and plunder the city of Jerufalem. In this defign, if we 
confider the terror and confufion of the Romans, *we mufl: 
allow, that he had a fair profpefl: o£ fuccefs ; but Belifa- 
rius having, with incredible diligence, pofted athwart the 
empire to the banks of the Euphrates, there unexpeftedly 
aflen^bled an army, which checked the progrefs of Choi- 
roes, and forced him to have recourfe to his old method 
of negotiating, fince nothing was to be acquired by force. 
Another reafon concurred to drive Chofroes into Perfia \ 
the peftilence, wl\ich had wafted Egypt, paffing over into 
Afia, made fuch a havock in the Roman territories, that 
the Perfian king retired haftily out of AfTyria, and direfted 
his march towards the North. At firft, the Romans con- 
ceived, they were entirely rid of this formidable enemy ; 
but it quickly appeared, that their hopes were vain j for, 
having recruited his army in the northern provinces, he 
began to difcover his true defign, which was to fall upon 
Armenia. Juftinian, being informed of his defign, or- 
dered an army to afiemble on that fide, and fent like wife 
ambailadors to endeavour, by all means, to engage Chof- 
foes to think of peace **. 

In the mean time Narfes, being appointed general of Hisgem* 
the Roman forces, and finding the Perfians not yet in the raU Nab^' 
field, determined to makp himfelf mafter of Anglon, a ''f^'p^'^" 
little town of great ftrength, in which Nabades, a rcrfian ^^j)^^,^. 
g;eneral, had taken up his quarters with four thoufand dtrUarftu 
men. Full of this conqueft he marched, contrary to the. 
idvice of many of his officers, with the utmoft diligence 

k Procop. de pel!' Perfic« lib*, ii. Creden. Hi((. Compend. p. 374. 
rfaeophan. Chronogr. p. 186. Zonar. lib. xiv. p. 6S. Clycas 
l.nn« lib. iv. p. 167. £ra|r. Hift. Ecclcf. lib. iv; cap. 26. 
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to Ac place. When he drew near it he fcnt out partici 
to make prifoners ; and thefe reporting that Nabades was 
retired, Narfes, reproaching his officers with timidity^ 
puflied on to take poffeflion of the place. The vanguard of 
the Roman army confifted of a body of the Heruli, ligbdy 
armed. Thefe, entering the (kirts of Anglon, and rerceiv- 
ing the Perfian army regulariy drawn up, and ready to 
charge them, broke even before they were attacked, and 
fled. 'The Perfians made the beft ufe of this advantage, 
following them clofe ; and charging the Roman forces 
vigoroufly, difordered them alfo, and foon after com- 
pelled them to a precipitate flight, in which numbers fell, 
and more would have been flain, if the Perfians had not 
been apprehenfive of the ill confequences that might at- 
tend their purfuing them too far. With this a6iion ended 
that campaign ; for Chofroes, havinjg changed his view^ 
did not endeavour to penetrate any farther on that fide j 
and the Romans, taught by their misfortunes, forbore 
Alfo the fiege of this place *. 
CkQfirets Next year Chofroes made his fourth expedition into the 

npulftd at Roman territories, and, if we may credit Procopius, 
^J^* upon a very extraordinary account, rie had, in his firtt 
expedition, befieged the city of Edefla, and though Jje 
had taken much ftronger, and more confiderable places, 
was conftrained to raife that fiege. This was faid tobe 
owing to the particular favour of Jefus Chrifl to thaj citjr^ 
whofe letter to their prince, Abgarus, was infcribed ovej 
the principal gate of the place. This report fo irritated 
Chofroes, that he made this expedition not fo mo4 
againfl the Romans, or againft Juflinian, as againft t^ 
God of the Chriftians, who had been faid to have drifci| 
him from EdefTa, His army was very numerous ; and )t 
is certain, that though he might have done many things 
more for his glory, and the advantage of the Perfian em- 
pire, he chofe, after ravaging^ the open country, to en- 
camp in the neighbourhood of Edeffa. In that campi 
however, having either formed fome new projefi, or 
doubting the event of this, he fent deputies to deman4 of 
the inhabitants of EdeiTa a large fum of money, on payt 
ment of which he offered to turn his arms another wayj 
• but as what he demanded was not in their power to com* 
ply with, Chofroes was forced to carry his firfl defi]^, 
into execution, though now againfl his wiil. We ha?4 
ip thie menxpirs of Pro(U)pius> a long 9n4 cirpumfi^ljai 

i Fxocop. d€ Bell. Per]fic. Hb. ii. 

account 
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ticcount of this fiege, ivbkh tv2^ by i%t tlie VtixtAt9t tbtt 
any Roman, city hadfuft^ined; arid, dftef all» though it 
was not either fuccoiFftd or telieVed^ the vigo#oud de« 
fence made by ltd citis^ns fe diminiCbed the Perfisn df my, 
that, as the fe^fon advanced^ Chofroed loft all hopes, anrd 
'was compelled} no(Withftai>ding the boaft he had made . 
of turning Edefiar into (heep-^cote9« and placing all \U iil* . 
habitants in Che h^it of Pe^fia, {hatnefully t6 ralfe the 
ficge, and retire into his^ own doin<niem$ (S). ThithtJr 
he was' qn^ckly followed by the Roman ambafiadorsi 
whom he drew into an kifidiotts treaty, more deftruftiVe 
to their matter than an open war *=. 

Things, however, did not remain lortg In this fituatioti : Chofroei 

Chofroe* was too aftive a pfmee to indulge his neigh- ^Jf*^' 

hours with nrftich qtiiet, He had difcovered, thit his \hi^. 

new fubje£ls, thfe Lazi, were become already diftfFefted; ^ * 

and, upon exam vning. the reafonsj he found ca^ufe ^* a^ 

prehend, that their difepntents were fuch as eould never 

be removed. Th^ country they inhabked ftood in need 

of com, of fait, a«nd of wine 5 with thefe, on accotiWt 

of the badneis of the road^, they could not eafily be 

furniihed from Fer^a ; whereas the Romans eafily fup- 

plied them by fea, aWi^ at a moderate price ; an inter- 

courfe which preferved an intimacy between the two nav 

tions. • On the other hand, the Lazi, who were zealous 

Chriftians, endeavoured to convert the Perfians who 

dwelt among them; by which means they became ol>- 

noxious to the magi, who did not fail t^^in^nuate, that 

difiference in religion would cverlaftingi'y hinder them 

from^ bein^ good fubjefts to the Perfian crown. Chofroei 

thereupon formed* a |»roje6l of tranfporting^ them from 

their own country of Colchis into the heart of Perfia, and 

Co fettle a colony of Perfians in their ftead. Previous, 

however, to the execution of this projeft, he determined 

lo build a navy in the port of Petra, which might be abld 

to guard the Goafts, and prevent an intercourfe betweert 

liie JLa^r and the inhabitants of the Roman provinces: buf 

kProcop. de Bell. Perfic. lib. ii. Theophan. ChronOgraphk pi 
1S6. Cedrep. Hift. Com(). p.v ^72. Evagr. Hift, Eccle^ Hb^. iv. 
cap. 27. I ' 

(S) As to tile miracle which* tory of Evagrus, lib* iv. capy* 

was wrought at the ilege of E- 27. in which he will feid' it re*^ 

defla, by the print of oar Sa- conicd with all. itt <iircum- 

viour*9 face, we (ball refer the. ftance*. ' 
reader to the Ecclefiailical Hif- 
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knowing that this Ccheme could not be accomplifiied if 
the people were timely acquainted with it, he caufcd great 
quantities of timber to be fent to Petra, under pretence 
of repairing the fortifications, and building military ma- 
wkoncmr chines. However, Gubazes, king of the Lazi, takix^ 
t9 tkiR§' offence at thefe preparations, and doubting the fafety of 
TrHiiha* ^^^ perfon, befought the prote£lion of the Romans. This 
was quickly afforded him ; and the emperor Juftinian im- 
mediately difpatched a confiderable army to his relief. 
This army was commanded by Dagiftheus, a young man, 
very indifferently ikilled in the art of war. Gubazes, as 
fbon as the Roman forces appeared, joined them, and 
compelled the Perfians to (hut tbemfelves up in Petra, the 
only fortified place in the kingdom. 
Fetrmhi^ The reduftion of this place, therefore, was the folc 
•^'jf ^ point in quedion*, for this once effedted, the war was at 
^andithi^' at an end. Gubazes quickly invefted it on one fide, as 
Laxi. ^^ Romans did on the other, to whom Gubazes eameftly 
recommended the cuftodyof the ftreights, called Chifune, 
through which only the Perfians, if they fent an army, 
could enter, in cafe they attempted the relief of Petra. 
The Roman general, having viewed thefe difficult paf- 
fages, conceived them to be fo ftrong in their nature, that 
he left but a hundred men to guard them. When Chof- 
roes was informed of this ftrange turn in his affairs, and 
that Petra was blocked up, he ordered Mermeroes, one of 
the beii: officers in Perfia, to march with an army to its- 
relief. This march took up much time, and the Perfian 
garrifon was reduced to the laft extremity } nay^ the Ro- 
mans actually entered the city, and might have taken it, 
if the governor of the citadel had ^noc drawn them into a 
. treaty for furrenderirtg that fortrefs, at the fame time with 
the city, into their hands. Mermeroes, from the time 
he entered Colchis with his army, direfted his march ac- 
cording to his own private intelligence, avoiding any 
correfpondence with the Lazi, who pretended to be 
in the Perfian intereft ; fo that he arrived at the moutL 
of the Chifurae before he was expedied ; and finding 
how fmall a guard the Roman general had left there, he 
Tki Per^ caufed it to be repeatedly attacked, till, with the lols 
Jumspafs of a thoufand men, he carried the pafs ; and then, withoat 
^^' halting, mairched diredly to Petra. There he found, of 

firetghtsp g^^ thoufand men, only nine hundred remaining, and of 
thefe three hundred and fifty difabled. The dead bodies 
they had piled up againft the narrow walls of the citadel^ 
that the Romans might not be acquainted with their lofs. 
i sad 
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KiA from thence be encouraged to ilorm the place. The auJ rtin- 
Romans conceived that this was but a flight reprieve, the for a the 
walls being every where broken, and the place, as it S^^f^rf 
. were, in ruins : Mermeroes, however, repaired it in the ^^^^ 
befl manner he was able ; and leaving a frefh garrifon in 
it, he: withdrew his troops from thence, having made a 
truce with the Lazi, though the Roman forces ftill con- 
tinued the war. 

When the place was put into a ftate of defence, Mer- <^he M- 
meroes drew his troops towards Iberia, whence he hoped chianwar. 
to receive fuch fupplies of provifions as might be necef- 
fary for the occafions of his army, as well as of Petra» 
Here, encamping with a rapid river behind him, he con- 
ceived his forces to be in fafecy \ but Gubazes devifed a 
methcfd of paffing this river ; and having conveyed proper 
information to the Romans, and alfo furnifhed them with 
bridges, they attacked the Perfian army, and made a 
dreadful flaughter. Mermeroes, however, repaired this 
miftake, by encamping more cautioufly for the future, 
and kept the war alive, notwithftandine the great difad- 
vantages he laboured under. It would oblige us to extend 
this hiftory to an extraordinary length, if we fliould re- 
late all that paflled in this Colchian war, of which we have 
very copious memoirs inProcopius and Agathias. We ihall 
content ourfelves therefore with obferving, that, in the 
end, the Romans were fuccefsful, by means of their hav- 
ing the empire of the fea, which enabled them to fupply . 
their armies with provifions and recruits ; whereas the Per- 
fians were obliged to make long and fatiguing marches by 
land, and bring all their provifions in carriages. Mer- 
meroes, fo long as he lived, preferved the fuperiority of 
the Perfian power, and, a little before his death, gave the 
Romans a fignal defeat: but the^ imprudent condu£): of 
his fucccffor, Nachoraganus, was one of the great caufes 
of thefuccefs of the Romans; therefore Chofroes, on his 
return into Pcrfia, ordered him to be flayed alive ; and 
perceiving that his afRaiirs were in a declining conditidn on 
this fide, refolved to make peace with the Romans. With Peace fu» 
this view he fent an ambaflador to the court of Juilinian, ^^i^dedbt^ 
nrho received him gracioufly, and entered readily into a ^^''' ^^ 
treaty with his matter ; by which it was provided, that pirgs^ 
each party (hould keep what they were poflcflid of in Col- 
chis, at the time of its conclufion. Thus.the Lazi were de- 
prived of their liberties, by foliciting the aiSftance of their 
powerful neighbours, Gubazes having been aflafllinated 
foxne time before^ who was extremely careful of his fub- 

S a jcas. 



^6o The Hiftory of the Ftrfians. 

jefls, and wbo» in all the changes of his fortune, coO' 
(lantl^ laboured for their advantage ^ 
Chofrus Towards the end of the reign of Juftinian, Cholroes fell 

rene^uuthB fickof a dangerous diftemper; and, depending n^oreoa 
waronthi the ifciH of the Roman phjrGcians than his own, he re- 
w^'at- q**cft^^ ^^^^ fo*"^ fliould be fent him from Conflbnti- 
€ifi. nople; which demand was readily complied with. On the 

acceiEon, however, of the emperor Juftin, new troubles 
arofe. The inhabitants of the Greater Armenia, fubjeds 
to the king of {'erfia, were by this time become generally 
Oecafim «/ profeffors of Chriftianity ; and therefore rather inclined 
tku war* to put themfelves under the protection of the Romans : 
Juftin having privately encouraged them to revolt, th^ 
Armenians, under the command of Varanes, one of thek 
petty princes, fuddenly took arms, ^d, having murder^ 
all the Perfians among them, declared themfelves aliijes 
and depeudents of the einperor of Confli^ntiuople. Chof- 
roes immediately complained of this outrage ; and tbe 
emperor Juftin pretended to colour his condufl by hi« 
zeal for the Chriftian religion. Being de;ceived by the 
intelligence which the biihop of Nifibis fent him, he gave 
orders to bis general Marcian to enter the Perfian terri- 
tories with an army, and to lay fiege, to that city. The 
Perfian governor, incenfed. at the folly and raflmefs ot 
the a£llon» did not even (hut the gates, but coijit^nted 
himfelf with relic;viog the guards twice a day, the Roman 
army not being numerous enough to invcft the place. 
In the niean time, Chofroes pafled the Euphrates, and^ 
marched towards Nifibis, having firft made a great de^ 
tachment under Adermanes, who laid wafte the ^.oman 
provinces with fire and fword. The Roman ar^iuy before 
Nifibis, being diffatisfied with the emperof, whpfe con- 
du£l feemed to argue a difordered braip, broke up, and 
retired : whereupon Chofroes took and facked all the 

Sreat cities in Mefopotamia and Syria, and gave theplun* 
er to his foldiers. He alfo befieged and. reduced Dari^ 
^ fortrefs that had always been a curb upon his fubjeds, 
and in the fortifying of which the emperor Juftiniau 
had expended vaft fums. Into this place he put a ftrong 
garrifon, knowing its importance, and refolding to make 
ufe of it for a barrier againft its old mailers. B«t, while 
he was mqditating new exploits, Trajan, a fenator of 
Rome, prefented to him letters from* the cmprefs Sophia» 
whofe hufband, Juftin, was now certainly difordered in his 

1 Procop. de Bell. PerHc. lib. il. ' Agatlu Scholaft. lib. Hi. & if. 
Ckdren. &c, ^ . . 
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fenfes* In ihefe lettersi tKe emprefs pathetically de- 
fcribed the mifery of the Roman empire, befceching Chot 
ro^s to re'mehlber the kindnefs of former emperors, parti- 
fctiUrly the fetiding him phyficians ; the uncertainty oF 
all worldly greatnefs; and the little glory that wbiild re- 
fult to him from conque({§ made from a headlels hatioh^ Chofrotf 
artd a hdptefs woman. Chofroes, having read the lettQts, grants to 
immediately withdrew his troops from the frontiers of ihe the tmpnfs 
Roliiati empire, corifenting to a truce for three years, Af- ^j^^'l^ ^ 
menia, however, being excluded ■. / 

THis i^fpite was very favourable to the Romans, who Tiberfu^ 
fooii ftw their a^airs re-eftablifhed by the diligence ahd impro'vis 
profpfcroiife fuccefs of Tiberius, the fu^ceflbi- of Juftin. He '^" '•'^''^- 
was not only an afltive and vigifeht prince* of a martial 
difpofition, biit well (kilted in the zt\ of war. The firft thing, * 

he did was to difcip'lihe the cavalry, k^owii^g, that the 
eaftern provinces of the empire were better defended by 
them than by foot ; and, as he found the tr^afury full, 
throii^h the extortions of nis predectflbrs, it was no dif- 
fidtiU rfiatt^r to make quick levies.^ Chbfroes, who ha4 
not the Icaft fufpicion of fhefe changes, prepared early 
next fpring to enter Armenia, refblvirig to penetrate 
fhrbugh Cappadocia, to make himfelf riiafter of Csefarea, 
and liicfi other cities in thofb farts aS were of any confi- 
d^ratioti. ' The Roman emperor, fbrefeeirig the confe- 
rences of fuch an irruption, fent ambaftadors to difluade 
Choffoes from this expedition, and to engage him to 
make a fblid and lading peace \ but, at the fame time that 
he fetit thefe ambaffadprs, he difpatched juftinian, with 
dif^ftions to affemble all the forces in the eaftern pro- 
vinces, in order, if it was neceffary, to repel force by ^ 
forte. When the Roman ambaffadors arrived at the camp 
6f Chofroes, he refufed to give them audience, command- Chfrpes . 
ift'g them to follow him to Caefarea, where he fhould be ^^hf*^ t» . 
at leifure to hear their propofals. Not long after, he was ^^*'* ,i 
rhfornied', that the Roman army was at no great diftance,^ the^R^J 
and thst they defigned to give him battle. He looked* mansJ 
npon this as an a£t of rafhnefs, and as an accident favour- 
able to himfelf 5 and therefore continued his march with 
the uti^oft expedition, that he mijrht not lofe this advan- 
tage ; but, when he drew near them, and faw their ca- 
valry extremely numerous, difpofed in excellent order/ 

« AgatTi. ^cholaft. lib. jy. n. 140. Theophan. 'Chronograph, p. 
*o8. ^vagr.H.it.Epclef. lib. iv!" cap. 7-13. 
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and the foldiers eager to engage* he fetched a deep fighj 
(hewing, by the heavinefs of nis countenance, how very 
much his mind was afie£ted by this difappointment. On 
this account therefore he would, in all probability, have 
retired into fome convenient camp, inftead of fighting 
immediately, if Curtius, a Scythian, who commanded 
the right wing of the Roman army, had not charged the 
left of the PeHians, where Chofroes was in perfon. The 
combat was (harp and bloody ; but, at laft, the Perfians 
were defeated, the royal treaiure, and the facred fire, be* 
fore which the king worfliipped, were taken in his fight. 
Things would have gone ftill worfe, had not the night 
come on, which gave the Perfians an opportunity to retire. 

Next night, or rather evening, Chofroes, having intel- 
ligence that the Romans were encamped in two feparate 
bodies, attacked one of them at midnight, routed them 
with great flaughter, and, having taken and fet a village 
on fire that was behind their camp, marched diredly to 
the Euphrates, that, by repaffing that river, he might 
winter in his own dominions. But Tuftinian, the Roman 
general, penetrating his defign, followed him fo clofely, 
that he was himfelf forced to pafs the river oa an ele« 
phant, and many of thofe about him were drowned. Af- 
ter this tranfa^lion, the Romans wintered, for the firfi 
time, in the Perfian provinces ; and Chofroes, retiring to 
Seleucia, was fo much afFefled by his defeat, thart he died 
of difcontent, when he had reigned forty-eight years. 
As he had lived, fo he died, like a great prince, after 
having given his fon wholefome in{lru£iions for the go- 
vernment of his people, for the management of forc;ign 
wars, and for his private conduft ". 

Hormifdas fucCeeded his father in his dominions ; but 
had neither his abilities, nor his fortune. Hafty in his 
temper, haughty in his behaviour, cruel in his difpoCtion, 
obftinatc in all things \ he no fooner put on the diadem, 
than he appeared to be unworthy of it. He was always 
addicted to a filly curiofity as to future events. His m- 
viners having fuggefted to him, that his fubjefts were not 
well aflPefted, he began to conceive fufpicions of moil of 
the great men in the kingdom, and to treat them as if fuf- 
picion and convi£iion were the fame thing. As to foreign 
princes, he kept no meafures with them : he never noti- 
fied his fucceflion to the emperor Ttbefius, but left him 
to learn it from common fame. When that monarch 
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•fcnt ambafladors to compliment hiixiy and to renew the 
peace, he treated them difdainfully, and refufed to grant 
their requeft, unlefs he had a fum of money given him by 
way of tribute : a demand mod unreafonable ; and whicn 
therefore opened afrefli thofe wounds, which had been 
lately healed up ^ and equally difpofed both Romans and 
Perfians to enter on a new war, that, in the end, proved 
▼cry difadvantageous to both (S). At firft the military fTarh- 
operations were not of anv great confequence : an aAion tftfun th$ 
happened near the river Nymphium, in which neither ^wflf». 

Earty had any great advantage. The Perfians, foon after, ^*^''' 
efieged a fortrefs called Aphumum; and the Romans 
inYcfted another fortrefs called Acbas, which fiege, how- 
ever, was raifed by the Perfian general Cardariganus i but, 
vrhen the Roman army had received the recruits from 
Conftantinople* and rhilippicus, whom the emperor 
Maurice fent to command, arrived on the frontiers, the 
Perfians were obliged to withdraw into the mountains, 
and leave the open country at the mercy of the enemy. 
Pfailippicus gratified his fotdiers with the plunder of all ntRomoM 
the places he could take ; but, the third of fpoil having ^^y '» . 
drawn them too far into the Perfian dominions, they were f^ *^" 
in the utmoft danger of being dcftroyed, without fo '^^'* 
much as feeing an enemy, for want of water. This dif- 
trefs infpired them with the inhuman refolution of putting 
all the men and women they had made prifoners to the 
fword, referving only the children, whom they intended 
to fell for flaves ; but they died in the march, and there- 
by efcaped miferies worfe than death. 

Next year, Philippicus defeated Cardariganus' in a ThiPtrJi* 
pitched battle, from which he efcaped with a handful of ant drfM^. 
men, rather through the inadvertency of the Romans, '^* 
than any courage or condu£l of his own ; with thefe, he 
fled to Dara ; but the citizens fhut their gates upon him ; 
and the Romans, at the clofe of the campaign, again made 
incurfions into Perfia, burnt the villages, and plundered 
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the people. In the courfe of t))e ^uing fpripg, the P^r* 
C^ns gained fome advantage; upon which Fbilippi^ii* 
was removed) and Qomentiqlus (Vnt to pommand in hia 

?lacc, who mnnagcd the war rather worfe. i\t iejigth 
'hilippicus wa^ fent to reilore the ancient Roman difci« 
pline i but the «^raiy was fo far corrupted, that |b^y refu£MI 
to obey their general} and, h<^v^ig chofen Qermanm 
jainft his will to ^omn^and tbemy t^ey threw off all obi* 
lience to the orders fent them fipam Conilantiaopk. The 
FerfiaQs receivinf intelligence o£ this i^utiny, attem|v(f4 
to take Martyropo]i^ \ but the ^omanS| un^r the Q€ia« 
mand oiF Germanu&, baying penetrated t^ei^r defigiM 
marched direfUy, and ga^ve tfaepii Wtt^ \ wl^fdby t^y 
faved the city for fome tinae. Howesf r, it foo9 after Islt 
into th^ h^nds of Mebodes, the F^i^an general ^ for \f»f 
paving an intelligence with Sift^s, an ar^bite£l in tko 
place, by his advicf, fen^ £o\^r ^^ndred i;n^ thither, wb^ 
^retendod to deiipxt from tH ?f r^an army, an4 ^erl 
thereupon readily admittj^d. TIn^A: men, h^y the-4irei£tjkM 
pf him who rece^ye^ t^em» f^r^prUed tljibc place \ ^nd tN 
Romans, m?kiQg ^ qui^lii q^rch to- recover it, wer^ f»t 
gaged an4 defeat^^ ^y Mebodes. } wh^&ri^upon FUiiff)iiMI 
iv-as again vemoved, and Comeiiiio^s ^i^as one^ qioiir e«H 
trufted with' the. acm^y^ This ;xt^a £pon loft b]&fe|^«i!t9tT 
lion ; for,j coming y^ a battle with the P€jr,f^;MWSt« \^ #f<4 
a^t the very beginning of i^^ Vut Hei;afUus, ^^^6 ti^Vf^ 
fianded un4er him« manag^4' fo w^U, that ti^ V^xfymn 
\vere tnUx^lj^ defeated^ with^^Wfr qii Aphfi^e#,sm^ V«f 
badesi two of their b^ft gen^rajs S 

In tbe mean time, th« Ferfi^^Qi^ ^cce enga^g^ \j^ ifar 
^ith the Ti^rk,«, ijbow firft mentioned by the we^k ^yrrk^rfii^ 
and^ under the conduit ofVaramust had be^a yeiry fiioi 
cefsft^l. To l^in^ tbi^refpr^ orders wejrC fefit tQ p^s. ^ 
uver Araxes,, and to fall oa th^ Konian, territjories on thai 
$de. To ogpofe him^ the ^mperpr feiiit R^ma^us $ butt 
ieCore h^ could afl*emb]^ an. aijmy fiifii^cieiat to laJM 
the field, Varamus had done incredible mifchief. At 
loiglii, bowever, Romanus found fcimfelf in a condition 
to gave the Pcrfians battle. Varamus, prefumimg on hi^ 
lbrn>€rf«ccefs, defired not^iing more ardently than an en- 
gagement. This proved, fatal to his matter's affkirs ; for, 
tlie Perfian cavalry bein^ defeated, Varamus, with all hi^ 
(kill, could ftarcely make an indifferent retreat. When 

* TbeophylflA". lib. i. ii. iiil Evapr. lib. v. cap. 20. Theophan. 
Gl|rom>gi\ pi 217. Cedreiu Hift. C^oiqp; p. 396. Zeiuur^ Anna!* 
lib. xiv, p. 74. 
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Hormilldas received advice of this diilafter, he gaire a fignal 
piOQf of his incapacity for government. He fent to Va- 
ramus, inftead of a vefl: of honour^ a woman's garment^ 
and threatened the troops with decimation. This affront 
cxafperated the general, and attached the foldiers to his 
intereft. Varamus wrote a letter to Hormifdas, in which 
he ufed always the feminine gender, as if he had been 
writing to a female flave^and prepared, at the fame time» to 
take meafures for his own (afety. Hormifdas, who perceived 
hi» error, fent Sarames, a man of quality, to take upon him 
the comnxand of the army^ ordering him to pacify the fol« 
diera at any rate, and to fend him Varamus in chains. As 
£pan as Sarames arrived in the camp, and declared the na^ 
ture of his commiiBon, Varamus ordered him to be throwft 
down from his ejkpbanti and by provdking the beaft, 
caufed it to trample him to death. He fpent the winter 
in preparing for the execution cf bis purpofes, and, at 
the fame time, took all the care he could to hinder the 
ppogrefs of the Roman arnas* The garrifon of Ntfibis de- 
glared for him, and the mal**eofiteot$ began to* commit 
fuch diforders, th^t« w%ea Hormifdas was infomfied ot 
them, and faw bow unable be was to repreis them, he 
hukt out ii»to fuch furious fits of pafllon, as alarmed aH 
who were near hitm, and contributed no lefs to increafd 
his misfortune&9 than the arts x)f his enemies. Phero-( 
caiives commanded the troops which were ftiil faithfnlj 
md f^emed inclined to reduce Varamus to his duty by 
iorce -, huit, when the two armies were near each other, 
Varamus fent deputies t;o inform the king's army, that his 
revolt, far from having any tendency to the deftru^^ion ot 
the Perfun empire, had no other motive than its prefer- 
Y^^icm; that Hormifdas was not worthy to role over 
tbeni ; and that he endeavoured only to forward fuch a 
revolution, as the ill condufl of that prince had made ne<* 
C^fiary fw the fafety of the ftate. The general himfelf 
made api anfwer to tbefe reprefisntations ; but the army, 
eafily (educed^ began vifibly to waver: fo that, in the 
night,, ^anab, who was of .the guard to the general, 
iearing that he would head the defe6lion, flubbed him in 
his tent, ar^igave the plunder of it to the foldiers p. 

Hormifdas having intelligence of this fa£i:, and not ThptopU 
l^nowing what confcquencea it might produce, retired out ^^n 
of Perfia Proper to Ctjefiphon, where he kept his court. «'A'''' '*'- 
The people, in the mean time, revoked in all the royal «''''^yT 

p Itbeophyfaf^. lib. iv. Eragr. lib. vi. cap, 14. Theophan, Chro- 
jso^^r. p. a«i« Creden. Hiit. Comp. p. 396. 
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cities, and plundered the palaces; a circumftance wfaicb 
afibrded the nobility an opportunity of rcfcuing their re- 
lations from prifon ; and, amongft thofe who were at thfS 
time releafed, was a perfon of the royal blood, named 
Bindoes, whom Hormifdas, for a flight offence, had load- 
ed with chains. This man, haftening to the troops for- 
merly commanded by Pherocanes, was by them received 
for their chief. In three days they reached Ctefiphon, 
whither they no fooner came, than Bindoes, well attend* 
ed, entered the royal palace, and forced himfelf into the 
prefence of the king. It was after dinner, and Hormii« 
das was fitting in the hall, in his robes of ftate, with his 
tiara on his head. As fobn as he faw Bindoes, he a&ed 
him, how he e(caped out of prifon ; and wherefofe he 
came thither. He anfwered by the moft injurious Ian- 
guagCj upbraiding his mafter with his ill ccmdud, and ei« 
citing all who were prefent to renounce their allegiance. 
Hormifdas ordered fome of his ienrants to feize Btndoes; 
Hfmifdas but they were afraid to execute bi^ commands. On the 
dtpofidiy other hand, Kndoes, taking the king by the arm, drew 
^*'^*'* him out of his chair, took the tiara from his head, and 
ordered fonie of his foldiers to conduA him to prifon ; an 
order whiclT they forthwith obeyed. In the midft of this 
tumult, Chofroes, the fon of Hormifdas, made his efcape 
out of the palace, apprehenfive, that his own life was not 
fafe ; but Bindoes having intelligence where he was, dif« 
patched a perfon to aflure him, that he was fo far from 
having any intentions againft his perfon, that his defign 
was to fet him upon the throne. Upon this intimation 
Chofroes returned, and they took their meafures together; 
but while they were confulting, Hormifdas fent a mefiage 
from bis prifon, requefting, that a great council of the 
nobility might be called ; and that he might have the li- 
berty of fpeaking to them freely. 

When the Perfian lords were acquainted with this de- 
mand, they inilantly aflembled at the palace ; and ordered, 
that Hormifdas ihould be brought from his prifon, and have 
Vormif' liberty given to fay what he thought proper. The king, 
daisheeck ^^^^ looking feveral times on the afiembly, made a long 
2iif krds^ ^"^ pathetic fpcech, in which he deplored his own cala- 
mity much, but the mifery of the people more 5 inveigh- 
ing bitterly againft the authors of this anarchy and confu- 
. fion, exhorting them to fave the « ftate from that deftruc- 
tion with which it was threatened, and te beware of efta- 
bliihing a tyranny, while they endeavoured to avoid it. 
He then conjured them not to think of making Chofroes 

bis 
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bis fttcccflbr, becaufe he knew him to be of a haughty^ 
turbulent, and cruel natiire, prone to, all forts of vice, and 
equally carelefs of his own honour, and the public good* 
His other fon, however, he recommended as a young prince 
of a^ mild and tra£lable temper, and one who was in* 
clined to think right, and do well. LaiUy, he entered into 
a detail of the fervices he had himfelf rendered his coun- 
try« in fubduing many provinces, and in reducing feveral of 
tbeir barbarous neignboursj to pay them tribute. When 
he had finiihed all he had to fay, Bindoes made a long in- 
fulting anfwer, exhorting the people not to regard his 
words, but to zik in fuch a manner as might beft infure 
their own fafety. This language fuited the genius of the 
peojfle, ever prone to flaviih fubmiffion, or licentious in- 
folence: they followed implicitly the direftions of, their' 
leader, who caufed the young prince, whom Hormifdas Hh/oM m- 
liad recommended, to be murdered in his prefence, znd^^^^b^ . 
afterwards to be cut to pieces. Then they facrificed the *»«'*^'7'» 
unhappy woman, his mother, in the fame manner -, and, ^^^^/^^ 
that fortune might never reftore Hormifdas to his former m^thir. 
dignity, they ordered his eyes to be put out with a hot „. 
iron. This end had the reign of Hormifdas, when it had ^^^ f^^ 
continued twenty- one years p (C). 

Chofro'es, as loon as thefe obje£ts of popular cruelty Yr. of FL 
were removed, was feated on his father's throne ; whence *94«>. 
rifing up, he came and flood under a golden arch, ac- *^* ^^** 
cording to the Perfian cuftom. Having received the ho- chofrots U, 
mage of the principal perfons prefent, the reft, with loud 
acclamations, celebrated the acceflioil of their new king, 
and made vows for his felicity. At firft he treated his 
father with the utmoft lenity, fent him diet from his 
table, ordered him proper attendants, gave him many 
amufements ; but Hormifdas reproaching his fon with his 
barbarity and unnatural bafenefs, Chofroes caufed him to 
be cudgeled to death. Then fuppofing himfelf firmly Puts his 
feated on the throne, he gave fumptuous entertainments, ^f^^ 

p Theopbyl. lib. iv. cap. 6. Tbeophan. Chron. p. 213. Evagr. 
lib. vi. cap. i6. Cedren. Hift. Comp. p. 397. 

(C) Authors are not a^ced be flain. However it was, the 

about the fate of Hormifdas. people detefted the cruelty of 

Some lay his fon, provoked by their neiv king, and he had 

bis reproaches, ordered him to the mortification to fee himfelf 

be beaten to death. Others abandoned by thofe who had 

afiirm, that Hormifdas rcfufing lately faluted him with the 

food, Chofroes directed him to loudefi acclamations. 
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2Xii diftributed very profufely the royal treaAires ftttibiigft 
thofe he thought mod capable of affiftitig him : he Hkb- 
wife beftowed largefles upon the people, and ordered the 
prifon-doors to be every where fct open> that the famfe 
of his lenity and liberality might effe£luaUy fecore the 
hearts of bis fubjeds. On the (Ixth daf iiifter his aecef- 
fion he wrote letters to VaraniU8,<ahd fenthim alfo mag- 
nificent prefents, promifing to make hift! th^ fecond mSa 
in his kingdom, \ii in con^tiance With hid duty, & 
would acknowlegc him for his f^vereign. VaraifiBs te- 
fufed his prefents ; and, by a haughty letter, in wbicK 
be called himfelf the friend of God, the glorious edit* 
queror, and the fcourge of tyrants, he rej^^ed bis pro- 
pofal, ordering him to lay down the cfdV^fi, to Coili^ i&i» 
mediately, and pay his te^eds to him 5 on ^hich ^ondi- 
tion, he fliould have a govcrnmcrit. Chofroes, howevef'j 
wrote a fecond letter, exhortirig hith, by his futdre con- 
daft, to redeem hisi credit, and ii6t iti perfift in his de» 
fign of making his country a field c4 bk>od. Bttf Vai*» 
mus. prepared for war -, jind Ch6froes, fifi^e it Mdid ikk 
be aMdcd, advanced to mett Hm. Thtf met ne*r Nifi- 
brs, the king's army occupying the city, #hite Varamus 
encamped before it. Here a negbciatfon ^arf begeh^ IWft 
?t proved ineffeftiial ; and Chofroes, fti^p^fting (bme of 
tTic nobility about him, put them to death, Withoott hfefii 
f ation : ftortly after, when Vararaus attacked the fabtirb% 
and put part of the army quartered fbere to the fwon^ 
the reft prefently joFrfed him, and fheihfed a ftrong cKfpd* 
Ction tb treat Choffoes ais they had done his f&th^r : tb 
avoid which fate, he fled,- as privately as ^ffible, exceed^ 
ingiy (fd]e<9tcd under his misfortune ; artd the ftiore fo^ 
becaiife he had no fi^Fends he could* truft. hfe wom^n, nie* 
nial fervanrs, and a few of his guards-, M^ut thirty per- 
fqns in tTic whole, fled witli hiih Aiey kn€W not whiter. 
He had thoughts of retiring^ among the Stythians, or *oit- 
eealing himfelf in* the moirn'fains '.• 

Atlength, committing himfelf, and his afiairs, wholly 
to chance, he came to a frontieif poff in the Rbinlln 
dominions, at a late hour \\i the night. Probtrsi ^hof 
comrfrawdied there for the emp e ror, received hihi, and all 
who wei^ witA Him, permitting the king, to write imme* 
diately to the Roman general, Wht> as readily eohfen^ 
to his fending' an eijtpr^fe With* his letters tb the ertijieror. 
In thefe he befought Mauritius, wAo then poflcflcd the 

q The«)phyl.Tib,iy, cup, 7. ^'l^eopban. Ciwpn, ubi fupra. Evagv 
Ub. vi. Cedren. Ilift. Corop. ubi fupra. 
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imperial dignity, to. affift him againft his rebellious fub- 
JedS| pf^ferving, in the midft of a moil pathetic fuppH- 
cation, all the dignity of a king. While Chofroes was yaramut 
in thi9 diftrefs, Varamus entered the city of Ctcfiphon in , Offers Ca* 
great (plteodor. Bindocs he feized, and threw, into pri- /M^*- 
ioB, treatii\g all fuch aa had (hewn any affe£lion to the 
jroyal family with great feverity ; but towards the reft of 
the Perfians be affected the greateft humanity and con- 
dcfcenfion. He did not fail to HTue his orders for appre- 
hending Chofroes > but finding he was out of his reach, 
|ie turned his thoughts to the fecuring the frontier gar- 
xifons; and tl^e moft coniidecakle cities in Per£a; in 
which endeavours he bad better Cuccefs. He likewife 
ga^ve great feafls» ajotd very bountifally beftorred that trea- 
fure he bad fp eafily obtained ; yet, in the midft of all 
this pomp and fplendour, he faw, with concern, that the 
nobility were greatly diifatisfied, and the people not to be 
relied on. He could not, however, either extinguifli or 
Tjeftrain his ambition. On a religious fcftival, when ^/f^^f 
there wa$ a graxul affcmbly of the nobility at the palace, ^J'^ '"W 
be aiTuiff^d the royal ornaments and furniture, with all 
the ftate of a monarch, though he forbore taking the 
titl^9 The Ferfian nobility, perceiving what he intended, 
and difdaining tp become the ikibjei^ of one born their 
eqjual^ began, to concert meafuies £or emancipating tbem- 
iblyes and their country, and for reftoring the ancient 
luftr^ o£ the 9erfian empire. In their conferences upon ThembiUty 
this fMbje£^ it was unanimoufly agreed, that Bindoes was con^ea* 
the naoft proper perfoii to c6ndu£k an affair of this kind ; 4*'^ ^•' 
and therefore they unmediately delivered him out of pri* 
fon, and acknowieged him for their chief. By hi$ ad- 
vice they came to a refolution to attack the palace in the 
dead of the nights This defign they executed with great 
courage ; but Varamus, and his attendants, defending 
themfelve^ gallantly, the engagement was very obftinate, 
and) at laft» the nobility were vanquiihed, many of them 
ilain upon the fpot, and the reft thrown to the elephants \ 
only Bindoes, with a few who fought about his perfon, 
efcaped, and, marching towards Media, endeavoured to 
raife forces for Chofroes '• 

After this viftory Varamus fent ambaffadors to folicit Chojnes 
the fricndihip of the Roman, emperor Mauritius; but ^"'f'"'^^- 
l^ey were fent back without anfwer, the emperor having L,!^;^^'^ 

nvith tht 
t Theoph. Chron. p. 223. £vagr. Hift. Ecclef. lib. vi. cap. 17. Romans* 
Cedren. Hilt. Comp. p« 3^7. Zonar. Annal. lib. xiv, p. 77. G)yc. 
^nnal. p. 274. 
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already made a treaty with Chofroes, and having ordered 
the governors of his frontier provinces to fumifli him 
with whatever might be neceflary for his reftoration. 
Thcfc timely fupplies had a proper efle£l: \ for the Pcr- 
fians^ feeing their king in a condition to proteA them, be- 
gan almoft every where to acknowlege him, and to open 
their gates to receive his forces. Amongft the reft^ Ni- 
fibis fubmitted to the king, and Martyropolis was reco- 
vered by the Romans, to whom likewife Chofroes him- 
felf delivered Sittas the architect, who had betrayed the 
place to his father Hormifdas, for which traiterous ad he 
was now burnt alive. On the other hand, Varamus con« 
tinned to raife forces, determined, at all events, to main- 
tain the dignity he had ufurped. Zadefprates, one of his 
commanders, naving attempted to enter the quarters of 
one of the lords who had declared for Chofroes, ^vas de- 
feated, and put to death, and his head, with the fpoils of 
his army, fent to the king. The fame fate had Anatho- 
nus foon after. With thefe fucceflcs Chofroes acquainted 
the emperor, by Sarames, one of the principal lords of 
his party, fignifying, at the fame time, that Comentiolus 
was very backward in ailifting him in the recovery of his 
dominions \ whereupon the emperor, difcharging Comen- 
tiolus, appointed Narfes to command in his room *• 

Early next fpring, Chofroes, with his own forces, and 
thofe lent him by the emperor, under the command of 
•Narfes, marched into Perfia, with an intent to decide the 
war at once. Mod: of the frontier places, on his approach, 
opened their gates to him, as did the great and ftrong 
city Dara, formerly the chief bulwark of the Romans on 
this fide ; which he therefore delivered up to the empe- 
ror, who honoured him with the title of his fon. In the 
mean time, the Perfians, in great multitudes, quitted the 
fervice of Varamus, and went to ferve under the banners 
of their prince, who now fought to bring Varamus to a 
battle. In the mean time, feveral ikirmiihes happened, 
and, among the reft, one, in which Beyzacius, a great 
officer in the army of Varamus, was taken prifoner, and 
put to death. Not long after, Seleucia, and moft of the 
great cities near the river Euphrates, fubmitted to the- 
king. The Roman officers could fcarcc reftraih the ar- 
dour of Chofroes, who was for attacking the enemy, 
though bn difadvantageous terms. At laft, however, an 
opportunity offering, he attacked, with the confcnt of the 

< Tbcopbyl. lib. v. cap. i. Evagr. Hift. Ecdef. lib. vii. cap. 19. 
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Homans, the army of Varamus, defeated it, and took fix 
Choufand prifoners, mod of whom he ordered to be put 
^o the fwordy or to be thrown to his elephants. i\fter 
this viftory, he Cent to the church of Sergius the Martyr 
Che golden crofs, fet with jewels, which he had vowed, 
and with it another formerly taken by Chofroes, the fon 
of Cavades, together with a letter, which is ftill extant, 
in the hiftory written by Theophyla£L Chofroes alfo 
cnarried a Chriflian woman, whofe name was Sira, and 
lionoured her with the title of queen, not with (landing the 
prohibition of the Perfian laws ; (hewing, on all occafions, 
fuch favour to the Chriftians, that many were of opinion 
fae was inclined to change his faith ; though, in a few 
years after, he gave the ftrongeft demonflrations, not dniy 
of his zealous attachment to the religion of his anceftors, 
but of his peculiar averfion jto the faith of Chrift ^ 

From the moment he was fettled on his ^hrone, he laid ^tirs kit 
aGde the foreign cuftoms he had made ufe of to ingratiate ^V^J^^ '*" 
himfielf with the Romans, and aiTumed the ftate and be- ^^'-^^ 
faaviour of a PerGan prince, as if he had never experienced 
ivhat adverfity was. The Roman general Narfes inti* 
mated to him, before he left his dominions, the obliga- 
tions he was upder to the emperor Mauritius, and to the 
Roman people, whofe power that general highly magni« 
fied, and fpoke of them as lords of the univerfe. Chof- 
roes modeJlly anfwered, that he was very fenfible of the 
kindnefs (hewed him> by the emperor ; but as to the Ro- 
man pow€r, he foretold fo exa£lly its declen(ion and de- 
flfuflion, that. the Greek writers were of opinion that 
Chofroes was a great aftrologer, and drew his knowlege 
of future events from the (kill he had in that fcience. As 
to his own fubjed^s^ Chofroes treated them with great ri- 

Sour : he profecuted, without meccy, all fuch as had any 
lare either in the favour of Varamus, or in the admini- 
ftration of that ufurper. By this method he extingui(hed 
that faction \ and, by rcftoring the ancient Perfian con- 
ftitution, he became formidable to his neighbours : whencQ 
k happened that the barbarCus prince, with whom Vara- 
mus bad taken (helter, and who had thoughts of lending 
him troops to invade Perfia, began to grow fo apprehen- 
five of the vengeance of Chofroes, that he ordered his 
eon^petitor to be poifoned ". 

t Theophylad. lib. vi. cap; 5. Theophan. Chronograph, p. 125. 
Evagr. ^tft. ficclef. lib. vi. cap. 11. Zonar. Anna), ubi fupra. 
Cedren. Hift. Comp. p. 404. Glycas, Annai. ubi fupra. « Zonar. 
Aanal. lib. 3(iv. p. So. Tbeophyla6(. lib. v. cap. 7. Theophan. 
Chronogr. p. 943. Evagr, Hifl. Ecclei*, lib. vi* cap. %i» Cedren, 
Hift. Comp* ubi fupra. 
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When the Perfian monarch found thingft quiet at hone, 
and biinfeU' at leifure to feize any advantages that migk 
offer, he began, to threaten the Rcmian provinces^ Oft ac- 
count of. the excuriions naade by the Saracens intQ his 
dominions, by the encouragement, as be pretended, of 
the Roman generals who commanded on the fFontief»» 
When the emperor Mauritius, whofe affairs were already 
in a very bad condition, was informed of this kitentioii, 
he fent ambaffadors to Chofroes, to fet the matter ii^a 
true light, and to prevent a war on this fide, which be 
knew, as things were circumftanced, could not but be 
fatal to the empire. On the arrival of the Roman ambaf- 
fadors, Chofroes fuffered them to remain a long time at 
court without an audience. At laft, he who was ^ the 
head of the embaffy took an opportunity of fpeaktng to 
the king ; and, after a fliort recapittilacion of the favours 
done him by the Romans, he proceeded to fliew the weak- 
nefs of the grounds Chofroes pretended to have for mak- 
ing war, and the injuftice of fuch a proceeding towards 
his benefa£^or : which free reprefentation fo affected 
Chofroes, that, far from taking it amifs, he told the am- 
baffador^ whatever canfes he might have for the meafures 
he meant to take, he would, K>r the prefent, lay a£de 
bis refentment for his fake \ and thus, for fome time, war 
was prevented. 

It was not long, however, before another oppoftunity 
ofiered for gratifying the ambition of the Perfian. This 
was the murder of Mauritius, the emperor, byPbocas; 
an impiety which filled the Roman empire with bloodfted 
and confufion, and gave, at the fame time, Chofroes a 
£air opportunity of taking arms, under colour of reveng- 
ing the death of his prote£tor and father, for fo he was 
wont to call the emperor Mauritius. J In vain did Phocas^ 
by his ambaffador Bilius, endeavour to appeafe him vritfa 
large prefents, and larger promifes : he regarded neither i 
but, having returned a provoking anfwer to the letters of 
Phocas, by a meffenger of hispwn, threw the ambafiador 
into prifon> making the neceffary preparations for enter«* 
ing the Roman frontiers. At firit he declared, that he^ 
had no other view than revenging the murder of Maoft^ 
tius, and reftoring the empire to his family \ but this ioom 
appeared to be only a pretence, fince he refufed to fennft 
afliftance to Narfes, who at this time had taken arms 
againfl Phocas. In his firft campaign, be met with fome 
refiftance, the Roman troops making the beft defence ia 
their power; but their general being flain, and th< 
felves indifferently fupplied, he at length triumphed 

them^ 
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them, and laid all the frontiers under qofitribution. In 
the feventeenth year of his reigo> he continued the war, 
and reduced feveral fortrefies. In the courfe of the eigb*- 
teenth he recovered the ftrong city of Dara, plundered 
9II Mefopotamia and Syria, and carried off immenfip 
riches. In his nineteenth year, he pafled the Euphrates^ 
ravaged Syria, Paleftine, and part of Phoenicia, wafting 
all pJaces wherever he came with fire and fword. Th^ 
year following, his general Cardareganus ravaged Arme- 
nia and Cappadocia; defeated the Roman %rmy with great 
ilaughter; and then, meeting no oppofition, deftroyed 
Galatia, Paphlagonia> and all the country, as far as 
Chalcedon, burning cities, and putting the people to deaths 
without any refpeA to fcx or age ^. 

In the twenty-fecond year of his reign,* Chofroes took ^ohs a 
Apamea and Edeffa, and blocked up Antioch. This ^l^jfj^^J 
blockade induced the Romans to hazard a battle, though i^^^^pJi ' 
they were much inferior in ftrength : but they were de- provincts^ 
feated ; and the flaughter was fo general, that few were 
left to mourn the death of their companions. The year 
following he took Caefarea, and carried away great num- 
bers of people into captivity. Syria had, in the next 
campaign, the fame fate that Cappadocia felt in this. In 
his twenty-fifth year, Chofroes made himfelf maftcr of 
DamafcuSf whither the emperor Heraclius fent ambafla^ 
dors to fue for peace 1 but the Perfian did not even con* 
defcend to return them an anfwer. The year following 
he conquered Judaea, took and plundered the city of Je- 
rufalem, carried away the crofs on which Chrift fuiferedj 
and the patriarch Zacharias, into Perfia. In this cacpi^ 

Jaign he fold ninety thoufand Chriftians for flaves, to the 
cws in his dominions, who put them all to death. Thefc 
cohquefts ferved only to increafe the ambition of the Per- 
fian, and to fwell his imagination with ideas of his own 
power ; infomuch that, in the twenty-feventh year of hi^ 
reign, he made an expedition into Egypt. Having di- 
vided his forces, with one part of his army he took Aiex- 
andria, and fubdued all the country towards Libya ; while 
fhc other was employed in the reduftion of the Upper 
£gypt*, wherein he pufhed his conquefts to the frontier^ 
of Ethiopia, adding the empire of Africa to that of Afia^ 
and executing, in the fpace of a few years, wlftt all !«$ 
anceftors, from Artaxerxes, had been fo long endeavour- 

w Cedren. Hift. Comp. p. 4.10. Zonar. Annal. ut»i fupra. Theo- 
pbyla£i. lib. vtji. cap. %. Olyc. Annal. ubi fupnu Theophap. 
Cbronogr. p.. 245. / 

Vol. IX. T ing 



274 ^^^ Htfioty of the Perjians. 

ing in vain. The year following, he once more turned 
his forces againft the Conftantinopolitan empire, and that 
with fuch fuccefs, that he reduced the city of Chalcedon, 
which he had long blocked up. The remaining part of 
that year, and all the next, were employed in thoroughly 
fubduing and regulating the government of the conquered 
provinces. As for the emperor Heraclius, incapable of 
refifting, and at the fame time extremely affli£led at the 
fight of the horrible cruelties every where pra^lifed by the 
Perfians, he roToIved once more to make an effort tow^ards 
obtaining peace. With this view he fent deputies to 
Chofroes, with inftru£tions to lay before him the mifer- 
able condition of Ada, the deplorable confequences of 
continuing the war, and the earned defire he had to pur- 
chafe quiet, upon any terms. But Chofroes, elated with 
'fuccefs, and aiming at nothing lefs than the utter deftruc* 
tion of the Roman name, returned the ambafiadors the 
IWf oM' following anfwer : ** Let your mafter know^ that I will 
fwer to hearken to no terms, till he has, with all his fubje£ls, re- 
thi amhaf' nounced his crucified God, and adored the fun, the great 
f^ors of gQ^ Qf ^|jg Perfians *." Heraclius, by this impious and 
erac us. y^£^\^^^g anfwer, awaked, as it were, from a lethargy, 
concluded a peace with the other Barbarians ; and putting 
himfelf at the head of a powerful army^ marched againft 
Chofroes, defeated him in feveral pitched battles, qnd re- 
covered all the provinces he bad feized. 
Yr. of Fl. Chofroes, being greatly weakened by age, fatigue, and 
2974. forrow, began to think of fettling the fucceiBon ; and ap- 
A. D. 616. pointed his younger fon, Merdafas, to fucceed him. But 
"-; his eldeft fon, Siroes, provoked at being, without reafon, 

kmend* ^^^ afide, put himfelf at the head of fome malcontents, 
* and, with the afliflance of the Roman captives, whom he 
fet at liberty, feized on his father, and, threw him into 
a dungeon, where he caufed the unhappy monarch to be 
inhumanly murdered, with Merdafas. 
Sirois. Siroes, thus raifed to the throne, concluded a perpetual 

peace with Heraclius, fet at liberty all the Roman cap- 
tives, and, among the reft, Zacharias, patriarch of Jeru- 
falem; reftored three hundred enfigns, and, with them, 
fent back the wood, which was fuppofed to have been 
part of the crofs on which our Saviour died, and had been 
carried By Chofroes, in triumph, from Jerufalem into 
Perfia. But Siroes did not live long enough to reap the 
advantages arifing from the union now fubfifting between 

3c Theoph. Chronogr. p. a/i. Gregor. Abul-Pbar. ubi fopra. 
Cedren. GJyc. &c. 
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the two empires. He died, or, as fome writers inform us. 
Was murdered by one of his generals, when he Had reigned 
little more than a year. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Ardefer, or Arhefyr, who Ardefer^ or 
was aflaflSnated, in the feventh month of his reign, by Arhejjfr. 
Sarbas, commander in chief of the Perfian forces, who, 
prefuming on the afFeftion of the troops, placed himfelf 
on the throne. But a. civil war being kindled between 
the ufurper and Barahanes, a prince of the blood royal, 
the Perfians, upon the death of the latter, murdered Sar- 
bas, and raifed Ifdigertes, or, as fome writers call him, Ifdigtrtes* 
Hormifdas, to the royal dignity. He was nephew to Si- 
roes, being the fon of that brother, who alone had the 
good fortune to make his efcape when Siroes put his father 
to death. His reign was (hort and unhappy ; for when 
the domeftic feuds of the late faftions in Perfia were tho- 
roughly quelled, a new and moft formidable enemy over- 
ran his dominions. Thefe were the Saracens, under the 
command of the fucceflbrs of Mohammed. Some authors 
reprefent Hormifdas, or Ifdigertes, as an effeminate 
and indolent prince 5 while others affert, that he defended 
his country with intrepidity, till, after various defeats, the 
fpirits of the Perfians were entirely broken ; nay, fome 
fay, that he was himfelf killed in the field. However, 
there appears to be no caufe for cenfuring the courage of 
conduft of this prince. He was the laft of the line of Ar- 
taxerxes who fat upon the Perfian throne ; and with him 
fell that empjrcj which had fubfifted with fo much glory 
for upwards of four hundred years 5^. 

SECT. 11. 

^he 'Perjtan Hi/ioty according to the Oriental Hijiorians. 

'Tp H E wide difference between the hiftories of eaftern 
-*- nations, as written by European authors and by their 
own, obliged us, originally, to divide the hiftory of Per- 
fia into two feftions ; the firft according to the former ; the 
fecond, confonant to the memoirs furnifhed us by the lat- 
ter. When we laft treated of this fubjeft from the Ori- 
ental authors, we ended with the conqueft of the Perfian 
dominions by Afcander, or Alexander the Great. In or- 
der,* therefore, to conneft this period with the former, it is 

T Tbeophan. Chronogr. p. 278* Cedren, Zonar. 
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neceflary, previous to our s^ccount of the kings, who fuc- 
ceeded Ardfhir-Babegan, or Artaxerxes, to fpeak of thofe 
who reigned in the intermediate fpace between the death 
of Alexander and the acceflion of the before mentioned 
Artaxerxes. The former part of our hiftory contained 
the fuccelBon of the Perfian kipgs of the two firft dynas- 
ties ; and the third dynafty is called, by the Oriental 
writers, MoIouIl al Thaouaif, that is, the kings of the na- 
tions. Some of the writers of the Perfian hiftory divide 
this dynafty into two, and confequently call them the 
third and fourth dynafties of the Perfian kings; the 
firft they diftinguifti by the name of Afchkaniens> the 
latter by that of Afchganides *. To the firft they allow 
twelve kings, who, according to them, reigned, in the 
whole, one hundred and fixty-five years. Of the fecond 
race, they fay, there were eight kings, and that they 
reigned fucccffively one hundred and fifty years. The 
• truth feems to be, that thefe two dynafties were invented 
to fill up the timie between the death of Alexander and the 
commencement of the fifth dynafty. Our opinion there- 
fore is, that the Afchkaniens and Afchganides are^ in 
faft, one and the fame fucceffion, and no other than that 
called by the Latin writers Arfacida ; Afchek, whom the 
caftern writers make the firft monarch of this houfe, being, 
as we believe, no other than Arfaces, the firft of the Par- 
thian kings. But as the proof of this propofition, and the 
fhorteft detail poffible of the princes of this family, would 
exceedingly embarrafs the thread of our narration, we 
will pafs on to the proper fubjedl of this fedion, the hif- 
tory of the fourth dynafty of the Perfian kings, diftin- 
guiftied by the name of Safianiens. 

J Table erf the Fourth Dynafty of the Perfian Kings j called 
Sajfamens^ or Khofronians^ according ti the Perfian Hiflo^ 
rian, Khondemir. 

Years. Mon. 

It Ardefchir Ben Babek, or Babegan, who^ 
reigned after the defeat of Ardevan, the ^14 
laft king of the third dynafty, 3 

2« Schabour Ben Ardefchir, - • 31 

3. Hormouz Ben Schabour, - *• 31 

4. Baharam Ben Hormouz, « * 3 3 
5« Baharam Ben Baharam, • - ^o 

o. Baharam Ben Baharam Ben Baharam, 30 4 

7* Narfi Ben Baharam, • ^ - 9 
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Years. Mon. 
$• Hormouz Ben Narfi, - - 7 5 

9. Schabour Dhoulakthaf^ - - - 72 

10. Ardefchir, grandfon to Hormouz Ben Narfi, 4 

1 1 . Schabour Ben Schabour Dhoulakthaf , nearly 5 

12. Baharam Ben Schabour, furnamed Kerman ) 

Sch^h, . • - S^ 

1^. Jezdegjcrd* 9I Athim f or the fFickedj - 21 

14. Baharam Gour Ben Jezdegerd, - . 23 

15. Jezdcgerd Ben Baharam Gour, - 18 
i6« Hormouz Ben Jezdegerd, - - i 

17. Firouz, brother of Hormouz, • 28 or 30 

18. Balafch Ben Firouz, nearly - - 14 

19. Cobad Ben Firouz, - - - 43 

20. Noufchirvan Ben Cobad, , - - 48 

21. Hormouz Ben Noufchir van, - - 12 
Baharam Tchoubin, who held the fbrereign 

power forae years, and is therefore, by fome, 

reckoned amongft the kings. 
2 2. Khofrou Perviz Ben Hormouz, - 32 

23. Schirouich Ben Khofrou Parviz (B), - 6or8 

.^4. Ardefchir Ben Schirouich, - - i 6 

25 . Schcheriar, who was not of the royal family, 2 o 20 dayi. 
z6. Touran Dokht Benat Khofrou Parviz, - 2 

27. Azurmi Dokht, fitter to the laft mentioned king, i 4 
28^ Farakhzad Ben Khofrou, ... | 

29. Jezdegerd Ben Scheheriar Ben Khofrou Par- 1 

viz, according to fome writers was the laft > 20 

king of this dynafty % and reigned J 

Though we have followed Khondettiir exaftly in this 
table of the Perfian kings, we do not conceive ourfelves 
obliged to fubmit always to his authority in our fubfequent 
hiftory. We have followed him in the table, becaufe he 
is more confident and exa£l in his lift of kings than any 
other writer ; but in refpeft of fafts, wc muft take the 
liberty of diffenting from him, as often as probability, 
and better authority than his, (hall require us fo to do. 

Ardefchir, or rather, agreeable to our orthography, Ard- Jrdifchir 
fhir Babegan, according to the moft ancient hiftories, was Babegaiu 
the grandfon of Saflan, the brother of a certain queen of 
Perfia; who, feeing himfelf excluded from the throne, 
and being apprehenifive that his life was not fafe, thought 
fit to travel. Having Ipcnt many years abroad, he died at 

a Khondemir in KhelafTat. Alakhbar. 

(B) There is a tradition in as this king was, furvive not 
the Eaft, that parricides, fuch their parents above fix months, 
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lad in exile, and left, among other children, the father o 
this Ardfliir ; who, having a curiofity to fee his native 
country, returned thither privately, and entered into the 
fervice of Babec, who was governor of a province for 
Ardavan, or, as the Greeks call him, Artabanus, the laft 
monarch of the Parthians. This nobleman, pecciving in 
this youth the evident tokens of an extraordinary genius, 
refolved to fix him in his family, and, Muth that view, 
gave him his daughter in marriage, by whom he had Ard- 
fhir, who, in gratitude to his mother's family, took the 
furname of liabegan. 

He was educated by his grandfather in all the learning 
of the Perfians ; and was alfo taught, by his father, all 
the exergifes becoming a perfon of quality : being equally 
affiduous in acquiring both, he became, while a youth, 
the wonder of the province, and his fame reached the 
ears of Ardavan, who fent for him to court, where he be- 
came a great favourite, until his accompliihments excited 
the jealoufy of the king. Then he was fent to. command 
the forces in a diilant province, , where he remained. till 
the death of his grandfather Babec, upon which he re* 
turned to court, in hopes of procuring his government, 
but had the mortification to fee it beftow9d on the kingfs 
eldeft fon. 

This misfortune was foon followed by another : the 
king was much difturbed by a dream •, and, on confuhing 
the moft eminent diviners in his court, they told him it 
portended, that a certain fugitive from his court would 
deprive him of his life and crown. * There happened to 
be, in the king's feraglio, a woman who was padionately in 
love with Ardfhir ; fhe, being apprthenfive that this in- 
terpretation might prove fatal to him, immediately gave 
him notice of it ; upon which he inftantly Vetired with all 
imaginable fecrecy. His flight alarmed the king, who 
never thought of him before ; but it was too hite, for 
Ardfhir was gone into Fcrfia Proper, the province of 
which his grandfather had been governor. He was met 
at the city of iiflhecher, or Perfepolis, by a croud of the 
nobility of the province, who were all devoted to his fa- 
mily, and who readily offered \\\m their fervice. In all 
probability, the interpretation of the king's dream, was 
what firft inclined Ardfliir to attempt the recovery of the 
kingdom of his anceftors : wherefore, taking counfel from 
ambition on the one hand, and a juft fenfe of the extreme 
danger he was in on the other, Ardfhir began to fet before 
the eyes of the Perfian nobility the advantages that would 

accrue 
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Accrue to them from an entire revolution ; and he was fo 
fortunate in his applications as to bring them over to his in- 
tcreft. From the. moment he entered the province, the 

!roung prince^ who was governor of it, conceived a jea- 
oufy of him,^ but before he could obtain any fatisfaftory 
information of his defigns, Ardfhir took the field with a 
confiderable army. The prince prefently drew together 
bis father's forces, in order to oppofe him 9 but, after 
feveral engagements, there happened one which was de- ' 
cifive, his army being totally defeated, and the prince Hain 
upon the fpot. The like fate foon befel Ardavan himfelf, 
who, entering into the province of Fars, with all the 
forces of his empire, was there defeated and flain by the 
vi£):orious Ardfhir, who now affumed the regal dignity^ 
and, foon after, the pompous title of fhah-in-fhah, or 
king of kings *. 

This monarch, in the beginning of his reign, very art- Acquires a 
fully tempered the feverity of a conqueror with the mild- /«» ^^^^ 
nefs of a native fovereign. Wherever he found refiflance fi'f^'ff'^^ h 
he put all to the fword ; but to fuch as fubmitted to his ^^^^^ ^r 
government, he fhewed all imaginable kindnefs, without his vizir. 
any refpcfl of perfons. On this account he fpared all the 
family of Ardavan, and even married the eldeft daughter 
of that prince. She,' however, conceived fuch a hatred 
towards him, for depriving her family of ^he empire, that, 
within a very fhort fpace after her marriage, fhe attcmpte4 
to poifon him, in order to fet the imperial crown on her 
brother's head. Being d^tefted in the faft, Ardfhir gave 
orders to his prime minifter to caufe her to be put to death. 
"When the unhappy lady was made acquainted with her 
fentence, fhe declared herfelf with child ; upon which the 
minifter, without acquainting his mafter, concealed her 
privately, and caufed the fon, of which fhe was deliver- 
ed, to be brought up with the utmoft care, giving him 
the name of Schabour, that is, king^s fin^ the fame name ' 
as the Greek Sapor. The vizir waited a long time for a 
favourable opportunity of divulging thisfecret to his maf- 
ter. At length, obferving the king one day in good hu- 
mour, he hrought forth the young prince, introduced 
him to his father, and, not without fome apprehenfion, 
entered into the whole detail of his prefervation. Aidfhir 
received the young prince with the utmoft tendernefs. 
After having reflefted feverely on himfelf for his rafhnefs, 

b Tarikb. Kozideh. Sc Bina Kiti ap. Khondemir. Mirkhond. 
fc^. 24. Grcgor. Abul-Phar. H. D. dynaft. vii. p. 116. . 

T4 h« 
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he highly commended the prudence of his iHmifter ; and, 
having caufed Schabour to be condu£led to the palace, 
declared him his heir^ and took all irhaginable pains to in- 
ftruft him in the arts of government*. 
Hiseha- The Oriental htftorians agree in affirming, that the 

ni^r as a ^harafter of Ardfhir was that of a complete hero, no lefs 
^gifia 9r. diftinguiihcd for knowlege and virtue, than for valour and 
military Ikill. From the moment he vra^ feated on the 
throne, he conceived the important defign of regaining 
all the dominions virhich had belonged to his predeceflbrs 
in the Perfian throne. By arms he recovered large pro- 
vinces from all his neighbours ; and, when he had re- 
trieved them, he took care to make the people very fen- 
fible of the difference between his government and that 
which they had been under before. He ereftcd new 
cities wherever he found invitine fituations ; he fortified 
all the confiderable towns on his frontiers ; he divided 
the inhabitants of his empire into feveral cla^Tes or tribes, 
according to their profeflions ; and not only appointed 
magittrates to govern them, but alfo counfellors, whofe 
bufinefs was to inftru(^ them in their true intcrcft, to 
procure for them the redrefs of their grievances, as alfo 
fuch grants and privileges as might be for their fcrvicc. 
Ardfhir likewifc abated the feverity of the law, taking away 
the exceffive ufe of capital punifhments, in order to make 
Way for milder chaftifements, purfuant to his favourite 
maxim, /* That the fword was never to be employed, 
where the cane might do as well.** But the greateft of 
his performances, as a lawgiver, was in the literary way: 
he compofed a hook, in titled, Adab Alaifch, that is, 
Rules for attaining a happy Life, In this treatife he laid 
down the maxims neceffary to condu£l a man in every 
ftation, from a monarch to a mechanic ; and this tafk he 
performed with fuch penetration and pcrfpicuity, that 
Noufchifvan, the wifcft and greateft of his fucceflbrs, 
Caufed the book to be folemnly publilhed throughout all 
his territories, obliging every family in Perfia to have a 
copy'*. 
HeSestn The wifdom, moderation, and fuccefs of Ardfliir Babc- 

peace and gan, as they made him almoft Jidored by his fubje£is in 
i^^J' his life-time, caufed his charafter to be regarded as al 

model by thofe who fucceeded him in his throne, which I 
he left .vacant, after a reign of fourteen years. 

< Lebtarikh. ' KhOAdcmir. Lebtarikb. Raoudhat. al.] 

Akhiar. 

Scbaboufj 
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Schaboar, or Shah-Pour, whom the Greeks call Sapor, Schabourf. 
fuccccdcd his father, having been preferved by the ten- 
derncfs of his prime minifter. He was very young when 
he came to the throne ; and therefore the nobility thought 
it ncccflary to give him a guardian or protcdor, who was 
his uncle by the mother's fide, and might confequently 
have pretended to the crown. This nobleman not only 
€:xecuted his charge with integrity and reputation, but 
when the Perfian nobility folicited nim to affume the title 
of king, he received the propofal with difdain, giving up 
the government to his nepncw when he was of an age 
capable of ruling his fubje£ts. Schabour was fo well 
educated, that, after he came to the exercife of the fo- 
▼creign authority, he did not pretend to ufe his uncle as 
a counfellor, but chofe to confult him as a parent ; and 
whenever he had occafion either to take the field againft 
the Romans, or to make a progrefs into any diftant pro- 
vince of his dominions, he left his uncle in pofTeflion of the 
royal authority ; fo that the Perfian hiftorians have a£tually 
accounted him one/of the kings of Perfia. 

There cannot be any thing morcdifierent than the cha- 
rader of Schabour, drawn by the Oriental hiftorians, and 
that of Sapor in the Latin and Greek writers. We have 
feen what thelatter fay \ ourbufinefsatprefent is with the 
former. They report, that Schabour was a prince of a mag- Hugnai 
nificent difpofition, who fought, above all things, to adorn 'works. 
his country with fine cities, and ftately public buildings. 
With this view he made frequent vifits to all the provinces 
of his empire, that he might be the better acquainted with 
their fituation, their trade, and manufadlures, and confe- 
quently have it more in his power to confer upon them 
real, benefits. In the province of Khouhiftan, which we 
c^l SuSana, he built a fine city, reftored its ancient capital 
to its priftine beauty, and caufed a ftupendous dike to be 
<ere£ied, to bear the weight of a river, which he brought 
td run over it, for the fake of fupplying the adjacent 
country with water. In the province of. Pars, or Perfia 
l^ropcr, he built the city of Naoubendgian, in one of 
the fineft plains in the univerfe ; which city, in gratitude 
to its founder, was, for a long time, called Caibach Scha- 
hour ; but the moft famous, and by far the greateft city 
of all he built, was that of Nifchabour in Korafian. It 
fecms, the king was marching his army through that pro- 
vince ; and, by accident, encamped near the ruins of an 
-ancient city, which had been deftroyed by Alexander the 
Great, the remains of which were almoft every where 

over- 
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overgrown by rofc-buflics. The king, charmed with the 
iituation of the place, returned thither again as foon as 
the campaign was over : after having ordered all the rofe- 
bufhes to be pulled up, he cleared away the ruins; and, by 
fending regular detachments from his army to work upon 
the houfes, he, in a fliort fpace, faw it in fuch forward- 
nefs, as invited all the inhabitants of the adjoining coun- 
try to fettle in his new city. On account of the rofe- 
builies, he called it Nifchabour, that is, the rofe tf Sapor^ 
Nei fignifyingjin the Perfian tongue, fl rofe. As the Latin 
and Greek writers are very Clent as to his viftories, the 
Perfian hiflorians fay as little of his vices, and not a fyl- 
lable of his ordering the emperor Valerian to be flayed 
alive ^ Mirkhond is the only writer who gives us any 
account of his death, which, according to him> happened 
in a very furprifing manner. His fevere juftice fo much 
alarmed fome rapacious courtiers, that they took the op- 
portunity offered tliem by a ftormy night, to enter tie 
royal tent, where they murdered Schabour and his attend- 
ants ; which, when they had perpetrated, they fet it on 
fire \ fo that the guards apprehended his tent had been 
deftroyed by lightning. 1 here are different accounts of 
the years ot his reign ; but the heft writers agree, that he 
held the fceptre thirty-one years ^ 
Hfirm9u%L Hormouz, whom the Greeks call Hormifdas> fucceeded 
his father Schabour, and was a mod generous prince ; in- 
fomuch that moft of the ancient hiflorians call him Hor- 
. mouz al Horri, that is, Hormifdas the Liberal. He was 
one of the handfomeft princes of his time, and exceedingly 
beloved by his fubjedls ; though it does not appear that he 
was a very martial monarch, or that he made any con- 
quefts (W). He died before he had reigned two years> 



• Kliondemir. Lebtarikh. 

(W) It is faid, that he (hew- 
ed a great deal of favour to the 
famo'us heretic Manes ; and 
that he built for him, on the 
borders of the province of Su- 
fiana, a caflle or place of re- 
treat', called Dafcarah : and it 
IS farther reported, that he 
embraced his opinions. This, 
we apprehend, ought to be un- 
der ft ood in a limited fenfe, and 
be conftrucd only as to the no- 
tions that hereSarch had in phi- 



^Mirkhond. fcft. 45. • 

lofophy ; for though it be true, 
that Manes, or, as the Orientals 
call him, Mani, ^leld very per- 
nicious tenets in theology, yet 
it is as true,, that he was a very 
great mathematician, and, by 
conftant practice, attained fuch 
a facility of drawing geometri- 
cal figures, that he would ftrikc 
circles of any given diameter 
with a pencil only, without the 
affi (lance of compalTes. 

with 
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tirith the reputation of hairing been an excellent prince, . 
equally tender of his fubje£U welfare, and of the preroga- 
tive of the crown «. 

Baharam, the fon of Hormouz, fucceeded him. This Bakaram^ 
is the name which the Greeks endeavour to exprefs by the 
feveraj appellations of Varanes, Varharanes, and Varara- 
nes (X). He was a prince who laboured for the welfare 
of his people, as we may infer from this faying of his, 
•* That humanity was not to be defined, becaufe in it 
"were comprehended all the other virtues." He reigned, 
with great applaufe, three years, and three months, at 
the end of which he was murdered in a bafe manner: a 
tumult happening in his capital, he went in perfon to ap- 
peafe it \ when a kinfman of his took advantage of the 
crowd and confufion to let fly an arrow, which Itruck the 
king to rfie heart, to the great grief, as well as to the 
great lofs, of his fubjedls **. 

Baharam II. fucceeded his father Baharam I. Some Baharam 
writers fay, he wap only the adopted fon of the laft king. ^^^ 
He a£led with fuch aufterity, haughtinefs, and cruelty, at 
the ijommencement of his reign, that the people gave him 
thcfurname of Khalef, that is, the Unjuji The nobility 
of Perfia, who were never over complaifant to tyrants, 
began to think of ridding themfelves of fo bad a mafter, 

% Khoad/smir. Lebtarikh* D*Herbe1ot. Bibl. Orient, art. Hor« 
snouz. - b Mirkhond. fc6\. 26. 

» 

(X) At the beginning of his aflembled there. On his arri- 

leign he aflfe^^ed to treat Mani yal, Baharam ordered him to 

with greater deference than be feized ; iliortly after he cauf- 

cver his father did, and even ed him to be flayed alive ; and 

fuggefled to him a defign of his (kin being ftuiFed with ftraw, 

fettling his opinions as the na- he ordered it to be fet on the 

tion^l religion of Perfia ; in or- top of a high hill, with a 

der to which he invited him to flrong guard, as a fignal to 

'a conference with his magi, the Manichees of his kind in- 

•that the people might be the tention towards them. This 

better convinced of their mo- execution had the propofed 

narch's caution in fo important effed^; for all the difciples of 

an affair. Vanity engaged Mani Mani retired immediately out 

to comply with the king's re- of Perfia ; and, not believ- 

que^ ; fo that, leaving his fort- ing themfelves fafe even on 

refs, he went without the lead its frontiers, they fled into 

apprehenfion, to court, in order the heart of the Indies, and 

to difpute with fuch learned fome of them as far as Chi- 

men as he fuppofed would be na (i). 

(1) D'Herbelot. Bibl. Orient. Art. Mani. 

by 
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bv depofing him at leaft, if not by putting him to deaA. 
The magi, however, checked his defign in its birth, of* 
fcring to rifk their own fafety for the good of the peo|4i 
by remonftrating to the king on the folly of hiscondnfl. 
This taik they performed with fuch warmth, and, atAc". 
fame time^ with fuch an evident difplay of loyalty, duft 
Baharam acknowleged them for his counfellors andpfO* 

^ tedors, changed the whole tenor of his conduct, ad^ 

from being a very bad, became a mod excellent prioa^ 
daring the remainder of his reign. Mod authors agrt^ 
that this prince reigned feventeen years *. 

Eaharam Baharam III. fucceeded Baharam II. During his &*! 

J^^« ther's life-time he was governor of the province of Seigifr 

tan ; which is the reafon that the Greek writers call hia' I 
Seganfaa. He reigned thirteen years, without perform* j 
ing any thing extraordinary ; or, if he did, the Orientil; 
hiilorianS) as well as the Greeks, have treated him oh' 
juftly ; for we find little faid of him, even in their mdt'l 
copious authors ; and Mirkhond fays nothing of ddl 
prince (Y), 

Harji. Narfi Ben Baharam, that is, Narfi the fon of Babaraflii 

fucceeded Baharam III. his brother, though, from his (br* 
name, fome authors have taken him for his father ; bat| 
in truth, he was the fon, not of Baharam III. butcfBi" 
haram II. He was a prince of a mild temper, ^racic 
to his fub}e£^s, and defirous, as far as was in his pow( 
of making them happy ; but he had the misfortune to 
tack the Romans when they had many great generals 
feveral potent armies in the field ; by whom he was 
feated, and loft all his frontier provinces : for grief 
which, it is faid, he broke his heart, when he had reij 
nine years ^. 

Hprmo^ Hormouz, the fon of Narfi, or, according to theGreei 
^^ Hormifdas the fon of Narfes, fucceeded his father, 

.the Oriental hiftorians agree, that he was a prince ei 
ed with all the virtues capable pf adding luftre to a cr( 
Among thefe his juftice was by far the moft confpici 
He faw, with regret, the ill ufe that many of the not 



i Lebtarikh. Ebn Batrik- in Chron. 
Orient, artic. Narfi. 



k D'Hcrbelot. 



(Y) Hence it is apparent, 
that the Oriental writers are 
not fo fond of fiction, as they 
arc generally reprefented to be ; 
for, if they were, they would 



not certainly fuffer fuch chj 
in their hiftories, but rathert 
to fill them up with inventic 
of their own, as fome of 
northern writers have done. 



ma 
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nade of their great power and riches, in oppreffing the 
Vieaner fort of people, and thereby difcouraging induftry 
Ifkd trad^, the chief fuppOrts of all well-governed king- 
loins* To eradicate fo dangerous an evil, he inftitutcd a 
particular tribunal, or court of juftice, wherein the mean- 
rft man in Perfia might be heard againft the greateft ; 
ind that neither intereft or authority might beget par- 
tbility, he frequently prefided in pcrfon. He likewife de- 
rifed many new laws and regulations for the benefit of 
die middling fort of people, and for the encouragement 
of trade ; in regard to which, he was extremely careful of 
the maritime coafts, and of all the ports of Perfia (Z). 
He ia faid to have extended his dominions very confider- 
ably, and to have been no lefs fortunate in war than he 
n^as wife and temperate in peace. The province of Su- 
fiana was peculiarly favoured by this monarch, infomuch 
that he built feveral cities there, and repaired fuch as were 
fallen to decay. More he would probably have done, if 
he had reigned longer ; but, having fat on the throne nine 
years he died * (A). 

* Lcbtarikh. Khondemir. D'Herb^lot. Bibl, Orient, art. Hor- 
mouz Ben Narfi. 
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(Z) He likewife built, in the 
province of Kerman, which the 
Greeks call Caramania, a very 
famous city and port, which he 
called by his own name Hor- 
mouz, or, as we pronounce it, 
Or m us. It was feated conveni- 
ently along the fea-fhore, and, 
towards the land, was (haded 
by groves of palm-trees ; fo 
that, in procefs of time, it be- 
came equally remarkable for its 
being a trading city, and alfo 
the market for the commodities 
of a multitude of induflrious 
people, who cultivated the fer- 
tile plain behind it. In the 
end, however, its riches proved 
its ruin ; fo that the inhabitants, 
finding themfelv(R8 expofed to 
continual ravages, abandoned 
it, and tranfponed themfelves 
into an iiland in the Periian 
Gulf, ^Imoft over againA their 

(2) Khozideh. Lebtarikh* (3-) Schikard.Tarikh. p. ir«* 

(4} Hide Relig. Vet. Perf. cap. xi,p. 177. 

Schabour 



old place of refidence ; where 
they built a new city, which 
they likewife called Ormuz, the 
fame that was afterwards oon« 
quered by the Portuguefe. 

(A) The Oriental writrt^ 
differ among themfelves as to 
the foundation of the city of 
Hormouz on the continent, 
ibme attributing this to Hor- 
mouz the iirft, the ion of 
Schabour ; but we- incline to 
think it was erected by this 
prince, becaufe the moft accu- 
rate hiflorians are of that fen- 
timent (2). A learned critic 
fuggefts, that the planet Mer- 
cury, in the Perfian language, 
was called Hormouz (3) : but 
we are of another opinion; 
for we apprehend it to have 
been an attribute or name of 
the Supreme Being (4). 
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Sehahour Schabourll. lurnamed Dhoulaftaf, i. c. Schahour •fAg 

^^' Sh'^uJders^ fucceeded his father before he was bom, dK 

crown being placed on his mother's belly, and the noUei 
fwearing to acknowlege for their fovereign the child flit ! 
fiiould bring forth. In his nonage the Perfians ivere ex- 
pofed to many difafters^ more efpecially to the infults and 
ravages of the Arabs, who, under their king Thair, brdce 
in vaft numbers into Perfia, and fpreaa defolation whcft- 
ever they advanced. They plundered the royal citicSi 
and carried oiF the fifter of the late king Hormouz, and 
the aunt of Schabour, into captivity. When the yoai^ 
king attained the age which qualified him for martial ex- 
ploits, he determined to revenge the injuries that had 
been done him, and his fubjedis, during his infancy. For 
this .purpofe he, with a body of troops, made a quick 
march, and furprifed Thair in one of his frontier pro- 
vinces. The place was indeed invcfted before the Arab 
prince had any notice of it ; but it was fo ftrong, and the 
garrifon fo well provided, that, in all probability, Scfaa* 
hour mufl: have abandoned his enterprize, if Malekahy 
whom fome call the fifter, others affirm to have been the 
daughter, of Thair, had not betrayed the place to >Scha- 
hour, with whom flie fell in love, and put the king, the 
nobility, and the garrifon, into t:he hands of their mortal 
TakistnA enemy, Schabour took this opportunity of revenging the 
Araks and Cruelties committed by the Arabs m Perfia, by putting 
puts Mm to Thair, and all who were with him, to the fword ; ai&en- 
dtmilu ing as his reafon, that, if a king would fo >far forget lib 

own dignity, as to turn robber, he ought not to expefi, 
that his enemies ihould xonfider him in any other light 
This prince was fovereign of Yemen, which province 
Schabour immediately over-ran, putting numbers of the 
inhabitants to the fword, and caufing the ihoulder-bonei « 
of all, who were able to bear arms, to be broken; ^irhence 
be had the furname of Dhoula£laf. 

Schabour, as we have already feen in the former period, 

was at continual enmity with the Romans ; and thougb, 

during the reign of Conftantine the Great, he durft not 

attempt any thing very confiderable, that confideration 

did not hinder him from taking all the neceflary fteps to 

a<^ efFe£lually, whenever an opportunity ihould ofier. 

Goes 10 He was fo defirous of being thoroughly, acquainted witk 

^n^tu'un- ^^^ ^^'^ ^^ ^^^ Roman empire, that he went in pcrfon fo 

derthe^dtf" Conftantinople, under colour of being an ambafladof 

guifeo/an from Perfia. He had not, {lowcver, been long there, be- 

ambafa* fore bc was fufpe£ted) and imprifoned^ during which 

^r. timt 
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rtfme the Romans made feveral incurlions into the PerfiaA 
ijprovinces, and treated the people with great fe verity. At 
length Schabour having corrupted a lady of the court, (he 
joot only procured him his liberty, but fled with him. 
They were obliged to travel with great circumfpeftion 5 
and, not without difficulty, through many dangers, they ' 
^arrived at a little hermitage in Media ; which place hath 
ever fince been called Schahbouran. It is not very clear^ 
^Brhether the religious Perfians, who refided here, were of 
the Chriftian, Manichean, or Magian religion •, but, what- 
ever they were, their chief was very loyal, acquainted the 
king with the prefent fituation of things, and took pains 
to execute whatever he direfted ; fo that, by degrees^ 
Schabour aflcmbled a very con Gderable body of troops, and 
."with them fo opportunely attacked the Roman forces, that 
they were entirely defeated. His ftay in Media procured 
him an opportunity of obferving the fituation of that coun- 
try, and the improvements of which it was capable. 
Xhefe obfervations determined him to build a new city not 
far from the hermitage, where he had repofed himfelf af- 
ter his return from Cotiftantinople, hoping, that, when 
it was throughly peopled, it would ferve as a barrier, and 
prote£l the open country from the infults of neighbouring 
nations "*. 

As foon, therefore, as the circumftances of the times Builds th 
would permit, Schabour laid the foundations of the city city of 
of Cazvin, which we call Cafbin. When he began this ^^'*» 
work, he found himfelf exceffively annoyed by the Dele- 
ntites, who began to be jealous of his undertaking. Scha- 
bour, who was a very wife prince, perceiving that it was 
not in his power to carry on the building of his city and 
a war with thefe people at the fame time, refolved to 
purchafe their connivance, which he bought accordingly, 
with confiderable gifts for the prefent, and promifes of 
future benefits. When Cafbin was finifhed, and the De- 
lemites renewed their incurfions, S^chabour, who was by 
this time at peace with the Romans and the Arabs, turn- 
ed his whole force upon that people, and eafily fubdued 
them, adding the province of Peilem to his empire. It Subdues th^ 
had been an ancient and independent kingdom till then, ^*"^^^*' 
and retrieved its independence after the Arabians had 
niade themfelves mafters of Perfia. This monarch alfo 
beautified and enlarged Scheuftar, in the province of 
Khouhiftan, where he likewife re-edified another ancient 

r Khondemir. D*Herbel. BibL Orient. Schabour Ben Hormouz, 

city 
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city called Corkh, which he afterwards called by his owo 
name. He was one of the greateft and mod foituoite 
monarcbs of this dynafty, and, during his long reigsnf 
feventy-two years, not only made great conquefts on all 
fides of his dominions, but alfo wonderfully improved lib 
territories, by building cities, and encouraging the trsk 
of his fubjeds " (B). 

Jlr0ir II. Ardfhir fucceeded Schabour, and governed the Peiia 
kingdom twelve years. One author affures us, that k 
was uncle, by the mother's fide, to the laft king ; anotkr 
fays he was only his coufin ; and a third affirms, thatke 
was brother, by the mother's fide, to Schabour DhouIaAtf. 
However it was, he aflumed the government at firftoptf 
as tutor or prote£lor to Schabour III. though afterwanb 
. the nobility prevailed upon him to take the title of kiflf; 
The Perfians were afraid of nothing fo much as of bei^ 
governed by a child j which was the true caufe, tfaattli^ 
were dcfirous of conferring the regal dignity on hfll( 
wbofe birth and abilities made him the mofi proper far 
difcharging its eflential functions. 

Sehahur Schabour III. the fon of Schabour Dhoulaftaf, goven* 

'^^* cd the kingdom of Perfia five years, and four months, ■ 

great tranquility. He yras contemporary with Theodo^ 
fius the Great, with whom he made a ftri£t alliance, aid 
lived in the greateft friendihip during his reign. Aik 
was a very pacific prince, and fbugHjt nothing fo modi 
to keep his kingdom from feeling the plague of war, tbl 

f 
• \ 

• Khondemir. D*Herbelot. artic. Hormouc. Schabour Dbtt 

uaaf. 

(B) The learned Schikard who bad condemned Nkepli^ 

(i) takes a great deal of pains rus, an ancient wiiter, ii 

in rectifying a miflake in the calling Schabour I. Cbofnuft 

verfion of Mirkhond by Tel* fince that was no miftake, it 

xera (2). The furname of the the kings of this dynaftyfUf' 

Perfian king is there written ferving this a,ppellation. Til 

Zabel Ketaf, which, the judi- hiftory of Schabour** be* 

cious critic rightly conjectures, crowned in his mother's W 

ihould have been Dhul Aktaf ; is not only to be found in 

but then he is in a great mif- Oriental writers, and in 

take him felf; for he attributes Greek hiftorians, but alft 

this furname to Schabour I. the writings of the rabi 

to whom it did not belong, and therefore, though the 

He is, however, perfectly juft is an odd one, yci it caoaot 

inhis cenfureof Reineccius(3), called incredible. 

(0 Tarikh p: no. (2) Lib. j.cap. s6. (|) De 

Arfacid. 
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V 

Ikis' fubje6ts might have Icifurc to repair their former 
lolles. The account we have of his reien is very fuccind, 
and amounts to neither more nor lefs than what we have 
inecorded °. 

Baharam IV. fucceeded his father Schabour, whofn he Bah^am 
very much refembled in his difpofition. He had, in his ^^* 
father's life-time, been governor of the province of Kcr- 
maxi, andj according to the privilege' of the royal family, 
-was ftyled Kerman-Shah. This title the Greek writers 
converted into a fumame ; which is the reafon, that, in 
their hiftories, he is called Varanes Cermanfaa. He go- 
verned the kingdom eleven years, in which' time the Per- 
Cans grew fo extravagantly rich, that their pride inclined 
them to frequent revolts ; in one of which the kii\g ap* 
.pearing fuddenly amongft the rebels, and expoftulating 
with them on the folly and madnefs of their behaviour, 
was bafely (hot with an arrow in his back, and died upon 
the fpot P. 

Jezdegerd fucceeded his father Baharam, and proved a Jezdigird* 
▼ery bad prince. Equally cruel and avaricious, he dif- 
treffed his fubjefts alike in their perfons and their proper- 
ties. This tyranny was the more grievous to the Perfiana, 
becaufe, in the life-time of his father, he had afFefted fo 
xnuch modefty, humanity, and condefcenfion, that never 
any monarch promifed more at his acceffion, or performed 
lefs during his adminiftration : hence he was furnamed 
al Athim, tHat is, the JVickedy or the Abandoned, He had 
the misfortune to fee all his children die within a month 
after they were born. Deeply afFefted by this misfor- 
tune, he confulted not only the Perfian phyficians, but 
all the travellers who vifited his dominions, as to the 
wholfomeft air they were acquainted with, in order to 
try, whether, by removing a child as foon as poflSble thi- 
ther, he might not continue the fucceflion in his family. 
The refult of this enquiry waSy that the province of Hi» 
rah was recommended to him, as that where the heft air 
was to be found. This country was a part of Chaldsea, He fends 
which, when Alexander the Great's fucceflbrs difagreed hisfontp 
among themfelves, an Arab prince had feized. Having ^ '^*^'^ 
built a city there, he called it Hirah, and made it the pri^c^^ ^^ 
capital of a little principality, which became tributary to 
the PerGans. The name of the poffeflbr of this fmall 
fovereignty was Nooman j for whom Jezdegerd fent, as 

* Kbondemir. Lebtarikb. P D^Heibelgt. art. BaharallL 

Ben Schabour. 

Vot.IX, K Cow 



190 



JTu (UatM. 



Ker/a 
place J on 
the throne 
fy the dif- 
iffeQed* 



Baharam 
V. 



The Hjftory of the Perjims. 

foon as liis fon Baharam was born. When he came to 
court, the king put the child, who was then about a 
month oId» into his hands, acquainted him how unlucky 
he had been in the reft of his children^ and told him, 
that what he expe£ied from him was the education of his 
fon, in all thofe exercifes which ufually increafe the 
ftrength of the body, and render men healthy and robuft. 
Nooman, on his part> promifed to take all imaginable 
care of the child, whom he immediately carried home 
with him ; and Jezdegerd, being now at eafe, governed 
his dominions according to his own maxims, though lit- 
tle to the fatisfaction of the magi, twenty-one years. At 
laft,- as he one day amufed himfelf in viewing a favourite 
• horfe, the beaft fuddenly ftruck him with one of its hind 
feet on the ftomach, with fuch force, that he immedi- 
ately fell down dead. This accident delivered the dif- 
contented part of his fubjefls from a matter, whofego-* 
vernment they hated, and whom yet they were not able 
to depofe. The difaSefled party, taking advantage 0! 
the abfence of the prince his fon, to transfer the regsj 
dignity to another family, fixed on Kerfa, a nobleman o( 
excellent qualities and great fortune, whom, after hav- 
ing drawn from him many advantageous conceflions ift 
their own favour, they faluted king, and aftually put 
him in poffeffion, not only of the royal robes andona*- 
ments, but alfo of the royal treafure. They likewifepm* 
cured the confent and fubmlffion of the forces then oa 
foot, and of the greateft part of the provinces of that a* 
tended empire ^. 

Baharam V. furnamed Gour, was, as we have feenj 
fent in his infancy to the court of an Arab prince, for tie 
fake of eftablifliing his conftitution 5 which end was p«* 
fefily anfwered by the care his guardians took of his edtt* 
cation. Nooman Ben Mondir, to whofe care he wH 
committed, caufed two palaces to be built for his re 
tion, in the capital city of his dominions. Thefe 
built by the greafeft architedJ: of the Eaft, whofe name 
Sennamar. Nooman moft bountifully rewarded Se 
mar for his care and fkill ; but that unfortunate pe 
having indifcreetly boafted, that he Could have 
formed ftill greater things, if he had expefled to be 
in fuch a manner, Nooman began to doubt his fidefii 
and therefore ordered him to be throwrf fronj the top 
one of the palaces to the bottom, in procefs of ti 

1 Lebtarikh, Mirkbond, fe6t< s/. jCbondemir. 
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Nooman, the tutor of Baharam, became a convert to xkt 
Chriftian religion. In conf^^quence of' his converfion, he 
thought fit to retire from the world, and fpend the reft "^ 

of his days in an hermitage in the defert, refigning the 
crown, and the care of the young Perfiari prince, to his' 
fon Hendu. This prince was no lefs careful of Baharam 
than his father had been : he provided for his health, bctfh 
in body and mind ; he took care to have him taught all 
the exercifes, and to be inftrufted in all the learning, 
with which 'a perfon of his high quality ought to be ac- 
quainted : he gave him leflbns in the art of reigning \ 
and, at the fame time that he difcharged the duty of a 
governor, fliewed himfelf, on all occafions, his- friend, in 
the circumftances of private life, as he was his conftant 
companion in all his diverfions. By thefe means Baha- 
ram, who had an excellent genius, grew one of the moft 
accompliOied princes of his age, and had a fagacity and 
refolution almoft. incredible, confidering his tender years % 

When the news of his father's death reached Hirah, gntiriPtt> 
the young prince could not help expreffing not only his fia at tht 
amazement at the conduft of the Perfian nobility, but his ^'^^ ^f «» 
refolution not to part with the crown on fuch eafy terms* ^^^f* 
He therefore addreffed himfelf to Hendu, and befought 
him to furnifh him with fome troops, that he might en- 
deavour, by force, to recover what was undoubtedly his . 
right. The king of Jiirah, who owed him his allegiar\ce> 
as being dependent on the Perfian empire, promifed him 
all the affiftance in his power. When he was thus em- 
barked in the bufinef^, he thought proper to- invite -all the , , 
•Arabian princes his neighbours to a council, wherein he 
^plained the right of Baharam to the Perfian throne, 
and the indignity offered them in his exclufion, on ac*. 
IBount of his being bfed up among them. The petty 
Arinces to whom he addreffed himfelf, eafily received the , 
pipreflions he fought to make upon their minds, and, 
Srkb great alacrity, promifed t6 fupport the pretenfions of 
i)is pi^pil with their utmoft force. This point being gain- 
led, Baharam, at the head of ten thoufand Arabian horfe, 
intered the Perfian territories \ and was followed by 
lendu, and the confederate princes^ with thirty thou* 
md more. The Perfian nobility, obftinate in their re* 
sllion, drew together a great army, in order to maintain 
aie caufe of the prince- whom they had fet upon the 
:hrone. Things being in this fituation, a general and de-* 

' Khondemkr Mirkhond. fe^. aS* , 
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cifive battle was dailf exped^ed, the armies being within 
half a day's tnarcb of each other ; but, by the wifdom of 
Hendu, a ncgociatlon was fet on foot. Both parties were 
defirous of deciding the bufinefs without blood, and yet 
neither of them would recede in the Jeaft from his prc- 
tenfions. In this critical jun£kure Baharam propofedan 
e%pedienty which was inftantly accepted. It >vas this: 
that the crown of Perfia fliould be placed on a cuihion, 
between two hungry lions \ and that the prince who would 
fetch it (hould wear it, without farther difpute. On the 
day appointed the experiment was made, and the crown 
placed between the lions. Then Baharam, turning to hii 
competitor, faid, ** Kerfa, why do not you go and fetdi 
the cro^'^n ?*' ** I need not (anfwered he) : I am in poffcfc 
fion of it already ; you defire it ; therefore do you go, and 
take it.'' Baharam inftantly fell upon the lions, killed 
them both, and took up the crown. Upon which Kcrfa 
immediately ran towards him, embraced him, and did 
him homage. His example was followed by* all the Pcr- 
fian lords. And thus this controverfy, which had armed 
all the Eaft, was determined without bloodfhed, to th« 
/atisfaflion of all parties. The Perfians were charmed witfc 
the generofity and valour of their new king ; and Hcndtt 
and his Arabiari confederates were no lefs pleafed with 
the fuccefs of their undertaking, and with the prefentSi 
cind other marks of gratitude, which were given them by 
Baharam at parting •. 

Baharam, on taking poflTeffion of the throne, treated 
his fubjefts with fuch lenity, and excufed them from fo 
many duties and taxes, that the Oriental hiftorians (afi 
he effedted a prodigious change in the difpofition of Ae 
whole nation, infomuch that, computing the hours be^ 
tween fun-rifing and fun-fet, they divided thefe into equal 
parts ; the firft for bufinefs, the fecond for diverfidiif 
The king fent for twelve thoufand muficians from Indiif 
not only to divert his fubjefts, but to prevent their be- 
coming fiddlers and dancers in their own peribns ;* and it 
is faid, that thofe who now follow this profefGon in Per- 
fia, are defcended from thefe Indians. The khacan (ft 
the Orientals call the fovereign) of Tnirqueftan, having 
intelligence of the merry difpofition the PerGans wcit 
in, conceived that a better opportunity would never ofe 
for invading that rich and fertile country. He, therefort^ 
without any previous declaration of war, afiembled a vcff 

• Lebtarikh. D*Herb. Bibl. Orient, art* Nooman. Ben Mondir. 
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powerful army, with which he broke into Ferfia like a 
torrent, fpreading fire and fword, deftru£):ion and defola* 
tioiif wherever he came. Baharam, when he had in* 
telligence of this invafion, knowing that it was impofli- 
ble for him to raife forces fufficient to repel the enemy, left 
Iiis capital, and, with a thoufand chofen horfe,^ fled to 
the mountains, leaving the government in the hands of 
bis brother Narfi. The Perfians inftantly concluded that 
the king had abdicated the government, and endeavoured 
to make the heft terms they could with the conqueror. 
They therefore fent deputies to acquaint the khacan with 
the defertion of their prince, and to implore his mercy. ' 
The khacan did not, however, take things upon truft : he 
£ent out parties to obferve the motions of Baharam and his 
liorfe ; and thefe* on their return, having reported that 
they had followed the Perfian king two days march into 
Armenia, their mafter concluded, that he had fled into 
the Roman territories, and that Perfia was abfolutely fub- 
dued ^ 

Baharam, in the mean time, haftened, with his thou- ^^^ «^ 
fand horfe, through the ftreights of Derbent, and keep- ^J^V'i'^ 
ing clofe by the Cafpian Sea, marched quite round into froyed* 
Turqueftan. Having there refreihed and remounted his 
troops, he fuddenly and filently entered Perfia, furprifed, 
in the night, the forces of the khacan, who no longer 
kept any difcipline ; advanced in perfon to that monarch's 
tent, where he ftruck off his head 'without any refiftance ; 
and the Perfians rifing every where upon the flying nrmy^ 
not a man of this numerous multitude returned into Tur- 
queftan. This exploit wonderfully raifed the reputation 
of Baharam ; his fubjefls began to look upon him as a 
perfon infpired ; and he, on the other hand, being better 
iartisfied with his brother's adminiftration than his own, 
refolved to travel for a time, and leave to him the refettling 
the affairs of Perfia (C). Accordingly he travelled, in the ' 

* Khondemir. D'Herbelot. Bibl. Orient, art. Baharam. 



(C) This furprifing incon- 
ilancy of difpofition in fo great 
a prince cannot be accounted 
for any other way, than by 
coniidering where he received 
his education. This roving 
temper is the very character of 
an Arab chief; and, indeed, 
all the accounts we have of this 
monarch (hew, that his man- 



ners were exa6lly thofe of that 
nation. As for inftance, the 
word jur fignifies a ivild ajs ; 
and this prince was called Ba* 
haram Jur, becaufe he fpent 
the greateft part of his time in 
hunting that creature ; a divcr- 
iion he had learned among the 
Arabs. 
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habit of a private perfon, to the court of an Indian prince, 
where he quickly diftinguiihed himfelf fo far as to merit 
the notice of the king, whofe favourable inclinations to 
wards him he greatly improved, by killing a monftrous 
wild elephant, which had done a prodigious dealofmif- 
chief. At length the king fent him, at the head, of aa 
army, to oppofe a very potent neighbour, who, notwith- 
(landing he had offered him tribute, invaded and plunder- 
ed his country. This prince Baharan> was fo fortunate as 
to defeat ; and he made fo prudent a ufe of his viftory, 
that he put it out of the enemy's power to think of renew- 
ing the war for a confiderable number of years. On his 
return to court the Indian king thought himfelf obliged 
to promote him to the office of prime vizir, and adually 
gave him his daughter in marriiage, with an immedib 
fortune \ 

But as the favours of kings ufually produce envy intbc 
minds of their fubjeds againft thofe on whom they arc 
conferred, fo here the promotion of Baharam drew upon 
him the hatred of the Indians, though he h«d refcaed 
them from oppreflion, and, by his wife adffiiniftrationi 
procured them as great felicity as a people could eajoy* 
When, therefore, he perceived this their difpofitioo, be 
refolved to bear no longer with their ingratitude, cfpfr 
cially when he found their whifpers had reached the king's 
ear, and inclined him to alter his condu£b, though, Oft 
his fide, not the leaft occafion had been given. This rt-- 
folution once taken, Baharam foon after difcovered him- 
felf to the king, who was exceedingly alarmed, when lit, 
knew that the perfon to whom he was fo much indcbrf 
was the king of Perfia, his potent neighbour, whofc ffl" 
ceftor^ had deprived him of a part of his dominions. 
Perfian. monarch, to free him from all apprehenfions, 
qu^inted him with his refolution of returning into his 
territories; and that, as well out of tender affcftionl 
his wife, as in return for the many favours he had 
ceived, he was content to yield up the places in difj 
The Indian king received this declaration with the u 
joy. Baharam conceiving that no time was to . be 
quitted his court immediately, and returned with his 
and family, and all the immenfe riches he had acqui 
into Perfia. His fubjefts received him with all demon 
tions o.fioyalty, and the king promifed to apply him 
more affidiioufly to public affairs than his wavering dif| 
fition had hitherto allowed him to do ^. 

.o Lebtarikh. Mirkhond. fefl. a9. « Khondemir. Lebtarikh. 
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The firft ftcp of importance he took after his* returnj Turns hh 
was to fend his brother Narfi, with a great body of troops, army on 
into Rumeflan (fo the Pcrfians call the dominions of the ^^'^?V'^^ 
Greek emperor) ; and being informed that his forces met ^,^ww, 
with no great oppofition on that fide, he ventured to make 
an expedition in perfon into Arabia, where he reduced 
the kingdom of Yemen, with all its dependencies. After 
this excurfion he returned ^ into Perfia, and reigned the 
reft of his life in peace, beloved by his fubje£ls, and re- 
vered by the neighbouring kingdoms (D). 

Jezdegerd II. fucceeded his father Baharam Gour, As Ji^tgtrd 
be had been chiefly educated by his uncle Narfi, he be- ^^' 
came a prince of great knowlege and experience, though 
but a young man when he afcended the throne. He fol- 
lowed his father's example in placing his uncle at the head 
of all his councils, yet without neglecting bufinefs himfelf, 
or deferting any branch of it, to give himfelf up to another 
more agreeable to his temper. He was ilri6t in doing 
juftice, efpecially between the great and fuch as depend- 
ed upon them. He reftored the excellent conftitutions of 
his anceflorSy which, in time, were become obfolete ; 
where he found thefe infuflicient he framed new laws, by 
the advice of his council. His army he rendered more 
afiectionate to him than they had ever been to any of his 
predeceflbrs ; for he caufed his foldiers to be regularly 
paid; and though he took care to preferve difcipline, yet^ 



(D) Authors differ very 
much concerning the manner 
of his death. Some fay, that 
being addiifted to hunting, and 
jKifling full fpeed through a 
wood, his horft fell with him 
into a deep pit, where he was 
ftifled ( I ). Others affirm, that 
being engaged in a war with a 
neighbouring prince, and hav» 
ing defeated his army in battle, 
Baharam, in the purfuit, was 
lb unlucky as to plunge his 
liorre into a morafs, whence 
being unable to extricate him- 
felf, he was either fufibcated 
or periflied with hunger. The 
reafbn ^is point remains fo full 

< J ) Lcbtarikh. (a) Mirkhond. ubi fupra. 

tarikb. Kbondemir. Mirkhond. ubi fupra. 
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of doubt and uncertainty, 13. 
this ; the body of Baharam 
was. never found, and confe- 
quently.all accounts of his 
death mud be conjectural only 
(2). It is however generally 
agreed, that this accident befel 
him in the twenty-third year 
of his reign; and that, not* 
withflanding the many irregu- 
larities in his condu^, he left 
behind him the character of 
being one of the moft brave 
and generous, as he was one 
of the moil fortunate princes 
that ever fwaycd the rerdan 
fceptre(3). 
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wlien he was obliged to punifli, he did it fo gently, and 
with fuch vifible relun^ancyy that he acquired the fur- 
name of Sipahdoil, or the Lover of his Soldiers. There is, 
however, butoneexpeditionof his mentioned, and that is 
againft the Greeks, who, in his opinion, had broken the 
terms of their alliance with the Per(ians« In order to coR'* 
vince them of the folly of this proceeding, Jezdcgerd 
marched, with a very numerous army, into the Roman 
tenitories. Far from fufFering his troops to live as in an 
enemy's country, he obliged his foldiers to pay for every 
thing they had, to treat the inhabitants with the greate& 
civility, and to behave rather like ftrangers who came to 
fee the country, than like enemies difpofed to deftroy it. 
The Greek emperor, fearing the confequences, ii^ cafe his 
fubje£ls (hould come to change their opinion as to the Per- 
Can- government, fent to acquaint Jezdegerd, that he was 
ready to accept the terms he had formerly refufed ; and 
that he would pay the arrears of the tribute which he de^ 
manded. Updn which the PerHan retired, with hit 
' forces, into his own country, without committing the 
fmalleft diforder *. 
fiahes This great prince had two fons, the eldeft called Feroaz, 

ehdueof j^d the younger Hormouz* The latter was the favourite 
ftuJr'h^ of his father, who took all imaginable care of his edoca^ 
iucctffor* tion, and alfo very affiduoufly promoted his intereft widi 
the nobility, that, upon his own demife^ he might fuccced 
him in the throne. This preference naturally produced 
^ great difturbances In the kingdom, the elder brother tak- 
ing all poffible meafures for defeating the projed of his 
father, in favour of the younger. To cool thefe heats, as 
alfo to pave the way to his own defigns, the king thought 
fit to make his eldeft fon governor of Nimrouz, an an- 
cient province of the Perfian empire, comprehending the 
greateft part of thofe countries which are now called Si- 
giftan and Makran, obliging him alfo to refide in liis go- 
vernment. This ftep had a fair appearance ; but \^as fo 
far from anfwering the purpofe of Jezdegerd, that it 
proved the means of defeating all the other precautions be 
had taken ; but he did not live to fee his defigns fruflrated 9 
for the good king, after a reign of eighteen years, died 
fttddenly, to the great grief, as well as to the inexpreffibic 
}ofs of his fubjefts, who faw themfelves plunged into a mi» 
ferable fituation, out of which they were not extricated. 

X Lehtarikh. Kbondemir. D'Herbclot Bibl« Orient, art. Jez** 
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till they had felt almoft 9II tlieVirious calamities by which 
FroTidence chaftifea oflFending nations y. 

Hormouz III. who was upon tU fpot, having a great Hornmn 
inteieft through his father's folicitaions, and being him- Ui» 
lt\i a perfon of fo great merit as to hajt deferved the name 
ef Firzaneh, i. e. the Sage, feated himfelf upon the throne, 
and was acknowleged by almoft all tht nobility. As he 
feigned but a very fliort time, moft of the Perfian hifto* 
tians are filen^ as to his charafter. One 91 them, however, 
afiures us, that his conduft, after his acccffion, was very 
unlike his behaviour during the life-time of his father} 
for that, as foon as he found himfelf pofieiTed of the fove^ 
reign authority, he began to tyrannize over his fubje<^«, 
and to treat the nobility with equal contempt and feverity, 
though his title to the crown depended, in a great mea- 
fure, upon their choice. However it was, he did not 
long enjoy that dignity which had coft him fo much pains 
to acquire. His brother Ferouz aofooner heard of his 
acceffion, than he determined not to lofe tamely what he 
looked upon to be indubitably bis right. The province of 
which he was governor lay on the frontiers oif the country 
of the Haiathelites, who, in the works of the Greek hiu 
' Wians, are called Nephtalites, and, by the tranflator of 
Mirkhond, Euthalites. To the kingof tkis nation, whofc 
name was Khafchnaouar, he applied himfelf, offering him 
a partat leaft, if not the whole, of his province, if he 
would affift him in taking the crown from his brother's 
head to fet it upon his own. This p^opofidon was readily 
accepted, and he furniflied Ferouz with a body of thirty 
tfaoufand horfe. With thefe auxiliaries he entered Perfia, 
and was joined by fuch as had a good opinion of his title, 
and had not been well received at his brother's court. 
Hormouz was no fooner acquainted with this ftep taken 
by his brother, than he immediately marched towards 
him with all his father s forces 5 but part of the P^erfian 
army being difaffefked, and the ofcer part afraid of the Bar- 
barians Ferouz had brought with him, they made but a 
faint refiftance; fo that, without much difficulty, the IsdrivsM 
fituation of affairs was entirely Aanged, and Hormouz {j^^^^^f^ 
not only thrufl from the throne, hut alfoput into chains, ^i^^^eSirn 
and committed to prifon, when he had reigned but one 

year*. 

Ferouz, being now exalted to t)e regal dignity, could IVtms. 
not think himfelf fafe while his brother lived, though in a 

y Khondcmir. Mirkhond. (ta. 19. » Ibid, feA ^o. D'Her- 
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prSron; and therefore thefirft aft of his rcign was the 
cutting off the head cif Hormouz, together with thofe 
of his three chief cou!>'ellors. His conduft afterwards 
correfponded with thi? extraordinary feverity ; nor was it 
long before the Perfjins peccived that heaven punifbed 
themi as well for tteir own offences as for thofe of their 
prince. The rod V ^hich they were chaftifed was a moft 
fevere drought, aV the brooks and fmall rivers being dried 
up, the earth pa'ched, and its fruits withered. It laftcd 
fix years ; and deftroyed fuch multitudes, and brought the 
furviving inhaWtants into fo miferable a fituation» that wc 
are told the king and the nobility confented to do open 
penance to avert the wrath of the Almighty. After this 
mark of humiliation heaven feemed to be appeafed : in 
the feventb year all the feafons were wonderfully mild and 
pleafant. The fcourgc being removed, Ferouz and his 
people returned to their ufual manner of living ; that is 
to fay, the king ruled according to his will, and his fub- 
je£ls plunged themfelves into all forts of excefles. The 
obligations conferred apon the Perfian monarch by the 
king of the Haiathelites were fo great, that one may cafily 
judge of the difpofition of Ferouz by his behaviour to- 
wards his benefaAor. The people were no fooner re- 
covered from that mifery and confternation which had 
been fpread amoagft them by the late famine and drought, 
than Ferouz was for turning his arms againft him who 
had fet him on the throne (U). 

Ferouz was not long in executing his proje£l : he drew 
together as numerous an army as the circumftances of the 
Perfian affairs would allonr; and then marched north- 
wards, in order to invade the country of the Haiathelites. 
The king of that people vas under the greatefl amaze- 
ment, when he heard of the preparations Ferouz had 
made. An officer in his troops, as fome, hiftorians fay, 
but, as others affirm, hij grand^vizir, took upon him to 
revive his courage, by promifing him a viftory withottC 



(D) It is true that fome 
Perfian authors allege, tha: the 
fubjedts of this prince enered 
the frontiers of Periia, and 
plundered them in a h»flile 
manner ; but there is littUrea- 
fon to believe this, bGcaufe 
the fame writers confefs that 



the PerHans were then, be- 
yond iToroparifon, more paw* 
erful ; and that the misfortunes 
they afterwards met with coaU 
not poffibly have befallen them, 
but by their own temerity and 
ill-condu6t (4). 



(4} Lcbtarikb. Mrkbond* fe£t. 31. Khondcmir, 
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llgTitingi if he would liftcn to his advice. Tl^is man, 
according to fome authors, had loft a hand, by an acci- 
dent prior to this event ; but others aflure us, that whea 
his mafter h^d promifed him to be entirely guided by his 
counfels, he cut off his nofe, his ears, a«d otherwifc 
dreadfully mangled himfelf. In this condition he was 
laid in a wood, through' the Ikirts of which he knew that 
the Perfian army muft pafs. When the vanguard of Fe- 
Touz's army reached him, they carried him to their king, 
^rho, ftruck with the miferable condition of the man, re- 
ceived him kindly, afking him who he was, and by whom 
he had been fo cruelly mangled. The artful Haiatheiite 
readily anfwered, that he had been thus treated by his 
king for having exhorted him to give any kind of fatisfac- 
tion to the king of Perfia, rather than engage in a war, 
the more becatife he was fo exceffively hated by his own 
fubjeds: Ferouz, rejoiced at this account, enquired 
ftri£lly into the ftrength of the enemy, and where the king 
of the Haiatlielites ,was encamped. The woun4ed man 
anfwered, that the king had with him the flower of all his 
people ; and that they lay in ambufcade behind certain 
mountains, which were but a few days march from 
thence, if the king took his road through the woods : but 
if he continued in that wherein he now was, he would be 
obliged to pafs on the other fide of thofe mountains » .and 
thereby give the,Haiathelites an opportunity of attacking 
his rear. Ferouz, not in the leaft fufpedling the fidelity js taken hf 
of his wounded guide, readily liftened to the advice he their king 
gave him 5 and turning out of the ordinary road, fuffered w^^ A« 
himfelf to be led, fometimes through thick woods, at '"'^•^*^- 
oth^rs through wild deferts, till, at length, his army Sf^/^^l,.. 
was on the point of being famifhed, for want of neceflary /v. 
provifions. Then the Haiathelites appeared on all fides, 
and in fuch numbers, that Ferouz, feeing it impoffible 
to defend himfelf, or to efcape, furrendered, with the 
rmatl remains of his army, throwing himfelf entirely on 
the mercy of his injured benefaftor. The Icing of the 
Haiathelites, fuppofing* that this difaftrous expedition 
would prove a fufficient warning to Ferouz, offered to 
fend him, and thofe that were with him, fafely back into 
their own country, provided they took an oath never to 
invade his dominions again. They forthwith complied ; 
and were permitted to return, without the leaft injury. 

The firft thing Ferouz projefled, after his return into his imtadet 
o^wn kingdom, was the attacking the Haiathelites afecond theHaia^ 

time^ in breach of the folemn oath he had fo lately taken. '^'^''^^ « 

'pjjg Jecondtimtm 
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The chief reafon» which induced faim to apprehend, that 
he (hould be more fuccefsful in this expedition than in 
his firfty was, the obfenration he had made of the number 
of forces about the king of that people, when he had af- 
fembled the whole power of his nation. The Perfian ar- 
my appeared to Ferouz capable of defeating twice the 
number of Haiathelites he had feen, if they had not been 
circumvented by the policy of the wounded vizir. This 
fault he determined to repair, by marching dire&Iy into 
the heart of* the country. As foon as the neceflary levies 
could be made, he appointed Saouk, a prince defcended 
from the ancient kings, regent in his abfence ; and, with 
a prodigious army, marched once more againft the peopki 
by whofe aiBftance he had been feated on the throne. 
There is no need of repeating here the fame ftory which 
hath been already infef ted in the hiftory of this prince's 
life, under the name of Perofes, in the former period. 
liCt it fuffice, that he, and his army, were, by a ncir 
ftratagem, buried in a pit, and the Haiathelites delivered 
from all apprehenfions of fuffering any more by the incor* 
rigible difpofition of Ferouz. According.to the beft of the 
eaftern hiftorians, Ferouz reigned thirty, though ibme 
fay not above twenty-feven years ,*. - 
BalafchlL Balafch fucceeded his father Ferouz, or Firouz, and 
was not his brother, as the Greeks affirm. His accei&on 
to the throne was very graceful to his fubje£ls ; but his 
younger brother Cobad was fo diiTatisfied, that he inftant- 
ly retired from court, and fled to Turqueftan, w^ith the 
fon of Saouk, who was his friend and counfellor. It does 
not appear, that Balafch either ordered his brother to be 
purfued, or attempted to take away his life ; but, on the 
contrary, left him at full liberty to live abroad at his eafc, 
fince he would not live at home. This indulgence, how- 
ever, had no tWc&. upon Cobad : his heart was full of am- 
bition, and his head fraught with Snifter contrivances. 
His friend had prevailed upon him to marry his daughter, 
who is reprefentcd by the Perfian hiftorian, from whom 
we have thefe particulars, as a woman of exquifite beauty, 
and extraordinary talents. By her Cobad had a fon, 
whom he left with his mother, that he might return a^ain to 
the court of the khacan, in order to folicit his afEftance 
againft his brother. Having prevailed, and orders being 
iffued for raifing an army, at the head of which he was to 
make an irruption into Perfia, Cobad made a viGt to his 

* Khondemir. Lebtarikh. Mirkhond. fcdV. 31. D*Herbelot 
Bibliotb. Orient, art. Firouz. 

father- 
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fathcr-inJaw's family, in order to have his fentimehts of 
this expedition. While he was there in order to receive 
intelligence from his friends in Perfia, he was informed, 
that his brother was fo extremely beloved by his fubjeS§, 
that any attempt to dethrone him would be vain. While 
he was afflifiing himfelf with the thoughts of being de- 
feated in all his fchemes, he received another courier, 
who brought him advice, that Balafch had died fuddenly; 
and that there needed no army to place him on the throne, 
his fubje£ls being ready to receive him with open arms. 
Upon this intelligence he fet out, with his father-in-law, 
his wife, and young fon Noufchirvan, to receive that 
crown by fucceffion which he fought by force, or to have 
acquired by his intrigues. Authors are not agreed how 
long Balafch reigned ; fome fay fourteen years, and other;; 
little more than four \ 

Cobad afcendedthe throne with all the advantages pof- Cobad. 

Cble. He was, in his perfon, one of the handfomeft men 

in Perfia, very expert in his exercifes, of a generous difpo- 

fition, and of quick parts ; but as to his morals, they were 

exceedingly depraved: moreover he had imbibed, in his 

exile, fuch notions of government, as ferved only to make 

himfelf uneafy, and to opprefs his fubjeSs. The firft wrong 

fiep he took was the putting to death Saouk, his wife's 

grandfather, bccaufe, under Cobad's father and brother^ 

he had directed the adminiftration. Cobad fuppofed he 

^xrould expc£b to have the fame influence during his reign, 

virfaich, confidering Saouk's great power, he thought it 

Imight not be fafc to allow. He therefore made ufeof one 

Schabour, a foldier of fortune, who ofFe^red him his fer- 

vice on his acceffion tx> the throne, and to whom he gave 

orders to take off Saouk in fuch a manner, as might leaft 

refle£i upon his government. Havjing this commiOiony 

Schabour |yayed his refpedis to Saouk j and, in the courfc 

<rf their converfation, aff^ffinated him* In the tenth year 

of the reign of Cobad, a certain impoftor appeared, 

's^hofe naiiie was Mazdek ^ (£)• Cobad readily embraced 

hit 

i» Mirk bond. fe£^. 31. Lebtartkh. « Shariftani . de Re- 

11^. Orient. Megjdi in Vita Kobad. D'Herbeiot. Bibl. Orient. 
' Maadak., 



(E) Mazdek fohoweS ' the ipultitudc of people by his fpe* 
^ep8 of the heretic Mani pretty clous pretences, perfuade^ 
clpfely ; for he fet hin>feif up them of his having revelations 
a prophet .in the defert; from heaven. The drift of 
, Slaving drawn together a thefe. pretended Tevelationt 

tended 
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bis dodrine, which was better fuited to his vicious incIU 
nation , than the eftabliihed religion' of the Perfians. 
This ftep accomplifhed his ruin ; for the Perfian lords 
looked upon it as certain, that he would now trample upon 
their mod valuable privileges. Coming, therefore, in 
great numbers to court, with fuch of their dependents as 
they could truft, they feized the perfon of the king, com- 
mitted him to prifon, and appointed one Giamafp, a perfon 
of great wifdom and integrity, regent of the kingdom. As 
to the impoftor Mazdek, they would likewife have fecur- 
ed his perfon, but he was too circumfpe£l to put it in their 
power. His difciples were very numerous, and he failed 
not to keep a fufficient number of them about him, to re- 
pel any attempt of this fort ; he likewife took care not to 
truft. himfelf in cities pr fortrcfles where the nobility might 
fhut him up as in a cage \ 

The account the Oriental writers give us of the man- 
ner in which Cobad efcaped from his prifon, differs fo littte 
from that given by the Greeks, that we fliall repeat no- 
thing of it here. The eaftern writers affures us, that it 
was fometime before the king of the Haiathelites could 
be prevailed upon to raife forces to re-eftablifh Cobad on 
bis throne. At length he fent thirty thoufand horfe to 
the frontiers of Perfia to try the difpofition of the people ; 
and it appearing that they were well affe£l:ed to Cobad's 
intcreft, that prince followed in perfon, and was ihortly 
after peaceably reftored, Giamafp readily refigning all tide 
to the imperial throne ; which fubmiflion procured him a 
very favourable reception from Cobad, who treated him 
with much refpefb as long as he lived. After his teftora- 
tion, it is faid, he reformed his condud, and became an 
excellent prince, equally careful of extending his empire 
by arms, and of improving it by the encouragement <i 
arts. Authors are not agreed as to the length of his reign. 
The heft hiftorians, however, affert, that he reigned 
forty-three years, with' great variety of fortune ; and that 
he died beloved at home and revered abroad, after, having 

^ • 

^ Mirkhond. fe& 3^. Khondemir. Shariftani dc Relig. Orient. 
Megjdi in Vita Kobad. Lebtarikh. 



tended to the eflablifliing a 
more pure and holy religion, 
than had been hitherto made 
known to mankind. But as 
aufterity and felf-denial were 
never very popular doftrines, 



he invented fome new Bodoai 
of purity ; and, in order to 
take away the lud of wealtbi 
and of women, he propoftd 
rendering them both com- 
mon. 

reftore4 
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reftored peace and order throughout Perfia, repaired fuch 
cities a$ were falling to decayi and creeled many, to ferve 
as monuments of his glory to pofterity *. 

To Cobad fucceeded his fon Khofrou, or Chofroes, fo Noujikir* 
famous throughout all the £aft under the name of Nou* *^^^* 
fchirvan, that is, the Magnanimotis. This word, literally 
taken, (ignifies a foul candied in honey ;• and metaphori- 
cally, a mind equally diftinguifhed by fweetnefs of tem-^ 
per and great abilities. He was the greatefl prince of this 
dynafty, and, in the opinion of moft of the Oriental hif- 
torians, the moft glorious monarch that ever reigned in 
Perfia; happy in his genius, more happy in his education, 
excelling in all royal virtues, de&cient in none requifite to 
diilinguifh a man in private life. The dawn of hi^ go- 
vernment promifed great felicity to his people i and he 
reigned long enough to realize to them much more 
than they expefted. The firft a£l of fovereignty with Putsih 
which hediftinguiihed himfelf was full of feverity, though ^'^pofl^^ 
he was naturally the mildeft prince in the world : he found ^^^t ^ 
means to caiife the impoftor^ Mazdek, to be feized, and 
brought prifoner into his prefence. On this 'occafion 
Noufchirvan made a long oration, in which he, explained 
the many and great mifchiefs brought on kingdoms by 
fuch deluders, declared his refolution to extirpate this 
new fe£b, and, as an earneft of his intention, ordered Maz- 
dek to be immediately put to death (F). After the execu- 
tion of 'Mazdek, Noufchirvan never had recoiarXe to feve- 
rity. The death of their chief ftruck fuch a damp on the 
hearts of his followers, that they willingly accepted of the 
alternative offered them by the king's edi£t, eit^her to reftore 
-^what theyha;d wrongfully taken^ from others, or to fuffer 
capital punifliment as thieves. Thus the peace and pro- 
perties of the people of Perfia were fecured againft the 

e Mirkhond. ubi fupra. Khondemir. Sbaridaui de Relig. Orient. 

(F) That deceiver, defirous van) ; but doll thou not re- 
of keeping up feme reputation, member, that thou didil once 
add relied hi mlelf to Noufchir- impudently demand of Cobad, 
van in thefe w&rds, as the offi- my father, permilfion to dif- 
fers were about to take him,out honour my mother ; and that 
of that prince's prefence: " Pro- thy followers have pillaged all 
>^idence, O king! appointed the reft of myfubjet^s? I do 
tliee to rule over us, that thou not therefore feek to deftroy 
tnighteil proteft, and not de- thee and thine, but to preferve 
ftroy.** ** True, thou, fon of myfelf, and the people commit? 
corruption (anfwered Noufchir- ted by Providence to my care." 

attempts 
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attempts of thofe debauched enthufiafts, ^ithout any cx« 
traofdinary effufion of blood ^ 

Noufchirvan alfo removed, at the beginning of h» 
reign, fuch officers of his court as, by (heir condu&, in 
his father's life-time, had rendered themfelves difagreeaUc 
to his people (G). For the better difpatching of jufticct and 
the more eafy management of all public affairs^ the king, 
in the fecond year of his reign, divided all the PerGan do- 
minions into four viaftrihips : the firft confifted of the 
frontier provinces towards Tartary and India ; the fe- 
cond included Farthia, Armenia, and the provinces bor- 
dering on the Cafpian Sea ; the third comprehended PeN 
fia Proper, and all the provinces between 'it and the Gulf; 
the fourth was compofed of Mefopotamia, Cbaidaea, die 
countries taken from the Arabs, "and thofe conqueftd 
from the Greek emperors. Over each of thefe he ap- 
pointed a governor, of the royal blood, who, in all ordinary 
Ciifes, judged without appeal ; but where the fentenccs 
were capital, they could not proceed, till they had inftmo- 
dons from court s. 

r Megji in Vita Noufchirvan. Mirkhond. (e6l. 34. Khondenur* 
Shariltanide Relig. Orient. sKhondemir, Mirkhond, ubi 

fupra. Mcgjdi in Vita Noufchirvan. Lebtarikh. D*Herbeiot. Bib- 
lioth. Orient, jift. Noufchirvan. 



(G) Among the officers dif- 
carded by Noufchirvan, . there 
was one particular per fonw horn 
he forbad ever to come into his 
prefencc, and who, by this 
fudden and total difgrace, fell 
into extreme poverty. On the 
birth-day, however, of the 
king, when all the Pe|;;(ian no* 
bility came to make prefents, 
and pay their duty to their fo- 
▼ereign, this officer appeared 
amongft the reft ; and, after 
having ditied at the royal table, 
put one of the golden plates 
into his bofom, without being 
perceived by any but Noufchir- 
van. When the plate was 
miiled) and the fervants began 
to be agitated, the king bid 
them be quiet ; " For (faid he) 
the man who took it will not 
bring it again j and he. who 



faw him take it will not dii^ 
cover him.** On the next 
birth -day the officer came to 
court again, clad in a new robe^ 
upon which the king, calling 
him, whifpered in his ear^ 
** Did my plate go to buy thb 
fine robe?" He readily aniwer- 
ed, ♦• Yes ;'* and then draw 
in|; it aiide, (hewed the king a 
pair of ragged bree^ihes ; *• But 
you fee, fir, (faid hei that it 
would go no farther.** Noa* 
fchirvan was fo charmed wifSft 
the franknefs of the man, t>^ 
he reftored him to his place ay 
well as favour, and the Per- 
fians were fo delighted with tkc 
generofity and good-huxnout 
of their prince, that, in aQ 
their hi (lories, this fiory i$ 

£referved as a monument of hi| 
eneficence and clemency. 

Earl J 
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Early in his reign he made an expeditidii into iRume^ Maket 
ftan, or the territories of the Greek emperor. In this war, '^^^ "" '^ 
however, he did not fa much endeavour to extend his ^^^^^^i 
territories, as to increafe the number of his fubje£^s. It 
was wich this view that he tranfported all the inhabitants 
of the great city of AntiOch into the province of Irak, 
where he gave them the city of Mahouza for their habita- 
tion, the name of which> to oblige them, he changed for 
that of Antioch (H). After this expedition he refolved to auiiort tki 
reftore the Perfian frontier on the other fide of his em*- f^^^atht-^ 
pire, where the Haiathelites hadfeized on large territories^ * 
thinking they could never be. too well rewarded for the 
afliftance they had given to his father Cobad< At firit 
Noufchirvan endeavoured to proceed by way of negocia<* 
•tion, reprefenting to thefe people, that the wide-fpread 
countries of Thebet, pandahar, and Brantolah, fuited 
better their way of life, than the provinces they had 
wrefted from Perfia ; but the Haiathelites having treated 
thefe reprefentations with contempt^ Noufchirvan had re-> 
courfe to force, obliged this barbarous people to repafs 
the mountains* and delivered his fubje£ts from the incur* ' 
fions and depredations with which they had been conftantly 
harafled for upwards of fifty years This manner of pro* 
ceeding alarmed all the neighbouring princes, and more 
efpecially the khacan, who immediately raifed a great 
army) and, while Noufchirvan was on the borders of In* 
dia with his troops, broke, like an inundation, through 
the Periian provinces into the heart of the kingdom* 
If oufchirvan, as foon as he was acquainted with what had 
happened, refolved to fend his (on, Hormouz, againft 
this formidable invader, being afrai4 to leave his frontiers 
towards India uncovered, left fome advantages (hould be 
taken by his enemies on that fide ^ 

Hormouz difcharged his duty to his father, and to the j^jsfon 
Perfian nation, not only with great fidelity, but with great Hormouz 
capacity. Though but a young man, he had been a fol- defeats thi 
dier from his childhood. The troops he had about him *^^^*»' 
•were daily augmented by the country people, who looked 
upon the army as the fureft afylum, and prudently chofc 
to hazard their lives in the fervice of their country, rather 

^ Khondemir. Mirkhond. fed^. 34. Megjdi in Vita Noufchirvan. 

(H) This city lay at no great with it lon^ ; for, after his 

^fiance from Babylon ; but deceafe, the old one of Ma-' 

itk^ new name conferred upon houza came again into ufe* 
Lc ^y Chofroes did not remain 

- Vol. IX, X than 



3o6 • The Hifioty of the P&Jians. 

than fly and hide themfdves'from the enemy with equal ha- 
zard. Hormouz judged perfeSly well of the ftrength of 
his own forces, and did not, becaufe they were numerous, 
{>retend to give the enemy battle, but, by haraf&ng the 
unweildy army of the khacan by continual Ikirmiihes, 
withdrawing all forts of provifion out of the open coun- 
try, by garrifoning ftrong cities, and abandoning weak 
ones, he obliged that monarch to think of retiring, though, 
by burning all the country behind him, he had rendered bis 
retreat almoft impradicable. The khacan, ignorant of 
this defolation, began his march back, and was amazed 
when he found a dcfert before him, and the Perfian forces 
behind and on every fide* In this miferable fituation be, 
with the principal nobility, and a great corps of the beft 
horfe, deferted the reft, 'and precipitately efcaped into 
their own country, leaving to the young prince of Ferfia 
the glory of having defeated him, and of effecting this 
conqueft by his condu£^. Noufchirvan^ on the other 
hand, having completed bis defigns on the Indian fron- 
tiers, made an offeniive war on the khacan, and pufhed 
his conquefts fo far, that he obliged him to accept peace 
on the terms he thought fit to impofe ; after which paci- 
fication Noufchirvan married his daughter. This remaric- 
able event happened in the twelfth year of his reign ; and, 
as it delivered him from any apprehenfions of danger from 
foreign enemies, he fettled * the boundaries of liis cxten- 
live dominions, and then returned to Madain, his capital 
city. There he gave audience to the ambafiadors of die 
greateft potentates of the world, who came to compli- 
ment him on his viftories, and to pefnetrate any new de- 
figns he might have formed * (I). •«. 

i Mirkhond. ubi fupra. Lebtarikh. Khondemir* 



(I) It may not be amifs to 
take notice here of the bounda- 
ries which Noufchirvan gave 
to his empire, becaufe the rea- 
der will from thence perceive 
with how great juftice thePer- 
lian writers acknowlegq this 
prince for the greateft monarch 
that ever ruled in their coun- 
try. ' The city atid couAtry of 
Farganah, which lies along 
the river Sihon^ or laxartes^ 
was the limit of Periia on that 



fide ; the river Indus feparated 
his territories from thofe of the 
independent Indian princes* 
Arabia, to the frontiers of 
Egypt, acknowleged him for 
its fovereign ; and in Syria be 
had pufhedhis conquers as fsir 
as the fea would permit. While 
Noufchirvan enjoyed in peace 
an empire of fuch an extent^ 
be formed rw'o projects, highly- 
commended by the eafterii 
writers, and which, perhaps^ 

would 



. "We muft not, however, fvippofe thn Ae life of Nou* NoiiMi* 
fchirvan pafled withput th^ leaft vifitatiou pf ill fortunCj ^^^* *^^ 
The fource of his uneafinefs ^as hjf own fafnily ; ^nd tb^ Mff^^*^* 
enemy, who gave hira the ipofi trouble, was his own fofi, rebeh^*^ 
In one of his expeditipnsintoRumjsftan, or the doojinions. gah^ him^ 
of the emperors of Qreec^, he h^d taken a female cap- 
tive, by whofe beauty he wj^s fubdued* This woman wa9 
^ Cbriilian, and verydcfqwt. Npufcfairvan efpoufed her^ ' 
and had by her a fon, for whqm he had a great tendernef^* 
The name of this young prif^ce w^s Nqufchizad. Hia 
mother tookcar<^, from bis ^radie, to^ucate him in her 
religion, and imprefled the truths thereof fo ftroagly on 
his mind, that, when he grew up, he was not to be mov- 
ed by the arts of the m;|gi« pr by the threats or promifes 
of his father. Noufchirv^^n, bejng afraid of the confe- 
quences, confined him^ ; but his confinement was eafy, 
the king defigning not io much to {>uni(h him, as to pre-» 
vent any thing, which might deferve punifhment; and 
therefore, wh^n he foun4 himfelf obliged to vifit the 
frontiers of his empire towards India, he did not alter 
Nouichizad's condition) but left him under the fame gen- 
tle reilraint wbereii^ be had lived for fome years. During 
bis abfence from the capital, he had a fit of ficknefs, and 
a report was fpread that he was dead. Noufchizad, hear- 
ing this report, took inilantly an opportunity of making 
his efcape ; a^d, as there were many Cbriilians in Perfia, 
he quickly drew together a confiderable force, and con- 
tinued to increafe his arjoay even after he was informed * 
that his father was alive. The news of this revolt greatly 
afflifSiied Noufchirvan, who did not, however, imme- 
diately fend an army againft his fon, but fufiered thiogf 

would not have gained him fo edit to be tranflated into the 

much honour, had he reigned Perfian language for lii^ own 

in another part of the world, ufe. His other proje<5l: was of 

The firft was the- bringing the fame fort, but undertaken 

from India a certain book, in- for the fake of his people. It 

tituled Homaioun Nameh,i. e. was the publication of his pre- 

^he Royal Manual^ the work deccflbr Ardftiir's inftrudions 

of the famous Pilpai, contain- for all degrees of men. Of this 

isg a gnefttaumber of parables book his caufed many copies 

j-elating to the art of igo^em- to be made, and obliged eveiy 

isnent. This, by ithe caris «f &*iiiy in Perfia to receive 

feis chief nriniftcr, Juzwrge ,one{i), 
^IVlibir^ he|)ro<(ured, au4£auf- 
(I}Megjdivl Vita NoufphirwMa. Khon^n|ur. ,Mirkhoncl. ubl 
'iupra. 
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to remain as they were, that the young prince might have 
time to con(ider the condition he was in, and to return to 
his duty. But when he faw, that many of the grandees, 
who were difcontented at the feveritv of the king's juftice, 
took this opportunity of fortifying themfelves agamft his 
refentment, Noufchirvan refoWed to wait no longer ; and 
therefore inftantly difpatched a body of forces, under the 
command of Ram Berzin, one of his principal generals, to 
reduce the rebels. However, that officer had orders to 
employ gentle means for reclaiming the prince, before 
he ihould proceed to hoftilities ; and at all events to take 
care that no violence (hould be oflFered to the perfon of 
Noufchizad. 

Ram Berzin followed his inftruAions exa£Hy ; but the 
prince proving obftinate, a eeneral engagement enfued, in 
which Noufchizad was defeated, and received a mortal 
wound \ which when he perceived, he faid to thofe who 
were about him, " Tell the queen my mother^ that it is 
my laft requeft, that my body may be buried amongft the 
Chriftians.*^ Noufchirvan fucceeded no lefs happily in 
his Indian war ; he compelled all the princes on his fron- 
tiers to do' him homage, and to pay him tribute. After 
thefe fucceiles, he marched, with a great army, into Ara- 
bia, where he was fortunate in the higheft degree, and 
ufed his fortune to the beft purpofe imaginable. He 
found the country dlftrefied by tyrants, whom he dif- 
pofieffed of their power, reftored the lawful fovereigns, 
whom they had driven from their dominions, and did ib 
many kindneffes to the people in general, that Moham- 
med himfelf boafted, that he was born under the reign of 
this monarch, by the Arabians furnamed alMalek, that is, 
the Jufl K 

At length, he. returned to Madain his capital, and 
adorned it with a number of new and fumptuous build- 
ings ; amongft the reft with a palace, which was accounted 
one of the wonders of the Eaft. 

. The laft war, which Noufchirvan waged againft the 
Conftantinopoiitan emperor, was occaGoned by that mo- 
narch's fupporting the petty princes of Armenia againft 
.the PerHati king, their fovereign. At firft, Noufchirvan 
had the fame good fortune in this, as in his other wars ^ 
but trufting it too far, he was defeated, and conftrained 
to pafs the river Euphrates on the back of his elephant, 
not without great danger of being drowned. On his re* 

'^Mirkhond. ubi fnpra. Lebtarikh^ Khondemir. Megjdx ia 
Vit. Noufchirvan. 

turn 
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turn to his capital Madain, which is either tht fame with 
Ctefiphon, or a city built upon its ruins> he began to find 
himfelf extremely weak, and not a little indifpofed : he 
therefore judged it time to think of making peace, and 
then of fettling the fucceffion; for, being now eighty 
years old, and* having reigned forty-eight, he had not 
eitherxaufe to hope for much longer life, or to repine at 
his approaching deceafe, after having fo long and fully 
enjoyed the good things of this world. Whcn^ therefore, 
he heard, that the Greek emp.eror was willing to conclude a 
treaty on reafonable terms, and faw that the nobility were 
-wcM inclined towards his fon Hormouz, he difpofed him- 
ielf chearfully to fubmit to fate, having firft delivered, in 
writing, .the following inftruAions, or political teftament^ 
to his fon '* 

, ^* I Noufchinran, pofieflbr of the kingdoms of Perfia InftrtiSiofii 

-and India, addrefs thefe my laft words to Hormouz my S^*^^ '^ 

fon, that they may ferve him as a lanthorp in the days of J^/'^l'^'' 

darknefs, as a path when he (hall enter the deferts, and death" 

as a pole-itar when he navigates through the feas of this 

tempeftuous world, y^hen my eyes are clofed, which are 

already unable to bear the light of the fun, let him be feated 

on my throne, and let his luftre be equal to that glorious 

planet ; but let him remember, in the midft of his great- ^ 

nefs, that kings rule not for themfelves, but for their people; 

and that they are, with refped to them, what the heavens 

are to the eatrth* Can the earth be fruitful, if it be not 

watered, if it be not cheriflied by the heavens ? My fon, 

let all thy people be fenfible of thy benefadlions $ thofe 

who are neareft thee, firft ; by degrees, thofe who are at 

the greateft diftance. If I durft, I would propofe to thee 

jny own example ; but I will rather put thee in mind of 

that which hath been an example to me. Behold the fun : 

it vifits all parts of the world ; and, if it is fometimes vifi- 

ble, and at others removed from our fight, itisbecauie 

the univerfe partakes of its fplendor, and is cberiihed by 

its beams. Enter not any province, but with a profpe^ 

of doing good to its inhabitants ; neither quit it with aay 

other view, than to do good elfewhc;re. Ill men muft be 

puniihed ; to them the fun of majefty is ecltpfed : the 

good deferve the utmoft encouragement, and ought to 

experience the morning beams. As that glorious lumi«> 

nary conftantly anfwers all the purpofes for which it was 

1 Mirkhond. ubi fapra. Lebtarikh. Khondcmir. D*Herbelot. 
ibi. Client, art. Madain^ Noufcbirvan* ^ 
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created, Ve (bou always cardul to ad like a king, fince 
• tbou wilt defire at ail times to be revered as a king. Mf 
foHi prefent thyfelf often before Heaven, to implore its 
.aid ; but ^efure, that thou approach it not with anidipure 
mind, l^ thy dogs enter the temple i if thou (halt ob- 
serve e3ca£iiy this ratei thy praycr-s fliall be heard) thy 
enemies ftaU be ftruck with terror, thy friends fhail be 
«ver faithful ) thou fhalt be the delight of thy fal^e^is, 
and tbo«i ihalt have reafon to delight in them. Do juf- 
tice^ abafe the infolcnt^ comfort the uniiappy,. love thy 
children^ pfoted: learning, follow the advice given tbee by 
ancient counfeilors, fufier tot the yotmg to meddltt in a^ 
fai]^ of Qate, and let the good of thy peopk be the fote 
and ifupneme end of thy ddfirgns. Farewel. I leave idiie 
a great kingdom, which thou wilt keep by following my 
, -Goo^els, and which it ^ill be ibspoflibie Br thee x.6 kteep 
•. by following otheyrs "*.'' Sueh was the end of-Nottffdxi^' 
van^ the in^ beloved prince oi his lige, whofe rte^tatioii 
farvivcs to thjs day in the wbyks of 111 the eaftem tff&fh 
rilm>, in tlie writings of their moratifts, andifeiore efpe- 
cially in -t^ic tr6rks of their poets'^ (K). o 

m Hift(>irfifl;iMie Revolut. arVifl m Perfe daos U-fixione Siech^ 
ap- tiift- <ie rAcadem. Royele dee; Infcnpt. torn. iii. edit. Aai&ei4. 
*p. 510. '. fi Khondemir. tebtarikli. Mirkbond. libi fiwra, 

Megjdi iHyitaNoufchirvjin, 

" . ' » 

. (K) Weihatrte ftelr, tii<<^fe **rtfB J^rojeacaby Atet&nder«e 
,ftnffegc6ttg'hjtory,. maay 5n* fereat^ 'ttid, as f<Ane fo}s be- 
Ikarive^ of 'the graodeur ^f tins >^giin hy his cofnttialtd* .H6«- 
pi inee'^ tQDl) . ia i»|iderHikiQg :drci% .it loetHained unfinitei, 
.the m€^ iliivpeadous works, &r t)iai|gh .not altogether vnmrfb- 
vfhc bcuc$r,'atiA for the oriia*r cuted, till 4(he - reign of ISIba* 
.^ment, gf, the feveral parts of fi^hirvan, who uadertook aad 
'his dominions. There is one, happily concluded it (i)» The 
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howfei^tfj^of which we have not cpurt of Noufchirvan was. 

i5polccn ; ' a(^d', atf it makes a of the moft magnificent tlwt 

"great fig'ii^ 'in all the Oriental the World ever favfr'. The ife- 

'»Kiil<*rife9, ''iris fieqtiifite to take puHts.from all the provincts 

fome hocid* hi it here : tWs is df PeWia cbfaftantly' att^iM 

die wddof.Jagouge and Ma- tteere, as did the ambaOhdofs 

^0^4, QT; a. thick and high ' of ail the gneat princea in 'die 

Mrajfart, ooflotnaencing at Der- wfarld. The ezpence of tbck 

.bent, ^,xww^ from moua^ entertainment was ^e^yodif 

tain to aiouutain, fp as to fe- Noufchirvan, who, in the niadll 

cure the frontiers of PeYfia of all this profperity, prefcrvtd 

irom the northern nations. It amind fo equal aadundiibiflKd, 

(i)DIJerbclot. B}bRoth. Orienl, artic. Jagouge. 
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Hormouz, whom'^hc Greeks call Horn)i£ia$, and who H&rmux. 
iwras the fourth of that name, of this dynafty, afcended the ^^* 
throne with the faireft profpeft that ever any Perfian 
prince had. He wa8 uaturaliy of a very unpromifing dif- 
pofitioPi addifbed to his pl^afures» haughty, and cruel. 
His father, who was too wife a prince not to perceive 
thefe defers in his fon, endeavoured to correal theip by 
education. With this view, he put him under the care 
of the celebrated Buzurge Mihir, the wifeft man in Per- 
fia, and the iirft minifter gf Noufchirvan. This excel- His excel* 
lent ptrfon took fuch pains with Hormouz, and knew fp ''»' ediuH' 
well to fet fcrfly and vice in their true lights, that he van- ''^^* 
quiihed bis natural propenfity to evil, and made him, in 
fpite of bimfelf, a great and a good man. For the firit 
three years of his reign « while bis old tutor remained 
about his perfon, he as far • tranfcended Noufchirvan, ^ 
Nouicjiirvan had excelled all his predeceflbrs* His dif- 
cpuriies were fraught with wifdom ; his a£lions were all 
brae&ee^t. He carried h|s refpeid^ {p far for Buzurge 
Mibir, (bat he wpu.Id not vfc^r his regai ornaments in His 
prefence ; and when fome of his courtiers intimated, i;hat 
his reverence to him was es^ceflive, fince i|t was more thap 
was due to a parent, he ai^fwered, ^ You fay well, my 
friends ; but I owe more to him than I do to my father. 
The life and kingdom I received from . him will remai^ 
with me but a few years ; b^t the reputation I (hall ac- 
quire, in virt^ of my tuti^r's iaftru£tions, will furvive ^o 
ikteft times/' Happy wquld it have b^^n for this prinqp , 
bad be always adhered tp thefe nptions^ but when o^ 
age had rendered Bufisii^ge Mibir irn^t for the great em- - *" 
ployj3iente be poffefled, he requefted, and had leave fro^in '%: 
HormouZ) to retire ; fii^ with him retired the bappinefs 
and fortufle of bis mafter. The young c9urtiers,twho were 



that be was never furprif^4 i^to 
any expnciBon unworthy of ^ 
philofopher. We have all the 
reafon in the world to believe, 
what all the Oriental hiflorians 
pofitively affirm ^ that he was 
'one oi the moft learned meh, 
not only in his own dominions, 
Iwt in his age ; thar he was the 
sntoft beneficent patron of the 
fcJtfnces, and of thofe who culti- 

{%) Lebtarikh. ^Mirkbond. fcft. 34. Hafez, Giami. cum mult, 
al. Poet. 



vate them ; and that his court 
was the afylum of merit in 
diftrefs. He was the moft po- 
lite man in his court ; and 
though he never fald a light or 
trivial thing himfdf, yet he 
would laugh at the jefts of 
others, and never took ill any 
poignant expreffion that efcap- 
ed a man in a flow of hu- 
mour (.)• 
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about Hormouz, began, from that momenti toiiave a vi- 
iible afcendencT over him, and to infioence him to do 
many things alike contrary to his intereft, and injurious 
to bis reputation. Such of his old counfellors as were 
about his perfon, and had ftill fome (hare in his efteem, 
thcfc fycophants found means to remove, cither by mifin- 
forming their king, or by treating thofe they difliked in fo 
rude a way, that they made it their choice to retire from 
court. It had been the policy of Noufchirvan to provide 
the (hortcft and fpeedieft methods of diftributing jufticc 
throughout his wide empire. Every little village had its 
judge; and in all courts of judicature, care was taken, 
that decrees (hould not cod either more time or more mo- 
pev than they were worth. At the time of his death, he 
left thirty thoufand perfons in judicial offices in his king- 
minions. Numbers of thefe were removed, when Hor- 
mouz fell into the hands of bad counfellors ; and the mis- 
chiefs which followed this ra(h ftep were fo great, that the 
infpeftors of jqftice, in the feveral provinces of the em- 
pire, joined in a remonftaance upon that head ; which 
f Hormouz was fo infatuated as to conceive a libel on bis 
government. He accordingly perfecuted this whole ofc- 
ful and venerable body of men with implacable hatred, 
ftnd, by a new (train of tyrannical madnefs, would be dile 
fole judge of his people himfelf. On this pretence, he 
wore every day the tiara, or regal diadem, which his pie- 
deceflbrs never put on, but when they were about to ad- 
minifier Juftice to their fubjeSs. Hence his people gave 
him the lurname of Tagedar, that is, the Crown-wearer*. 
It is impoffible for a bad prince to maintain himfelf ia 
the hearts of his people ; and it is as impoffible for a na- 
tion, univerfally difaffefted, to hinder their prince from 
perceiving the diflike they have of his meafures. This 
quickly became the cafe of |iormouz and his fubje^ 
ifiis jealopfies induced him to murder them by thouunds. 
His people, believing themfelves in continual danger^ 
could not avoid betraying an earned defire of feeing them- 
felves fafe, which b^gat farther inclinadons pf revenge p 
their prince. To complete the misfortunes of both par- 
ties, the frontier provinces towards India and Arabia 
threw off the Perfian yoke, and chofe princes of their 
own ; and the khacan, who long waited for fuch an op* 
portunity, entered Perfia with an army of three hundiei 
fhoufand men, though he was uncle, by the mother's fide. 



? ^irkiipnd. Ced:, %$, Kbondemir, Lebtarikb, 
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to Hormouz. The Perfian monarchy in this difirefs, Tht kha* 
called a general council of the nobility ; and after having ^^* '«• 
heard the advice of moft of the great lords prefent, he V^^*^ ^^" 
followed that of an old man, who had been ambaflador 
for Noufcbirvan in the country of the khacan, at the time 
that prince demanded the mother of Hormouz in mar- 
riage. This noblem'an afTured him, that, on this occaiion^ 
an aftrologer predidled, that, under the reign of a Perfian 
king, to be bom of a princefs then chofen for Noufchir- 
van's queen, a certain khacan (hould invade, and almolt ^, 
conquer, his dominions ; but would be ,at length van- 
quiihed him&lf by a Fexiian general, whofe face fhould 
refemble that of a wild cat ; that the aftrologer being far- 
ther entreated to endeavour, by his art, to difcover the 
name of this general, he, by degrees, placed feveral letr 
ters on a tablet, which, taken together, compofed theie 

« irords, fiaharam Tchoubin. This ftory was, no doubt, 
invented to engage Hormouz to place this officer at the 
, bead of his armies, of whom probably he would not other- 
wife have thought, though he was the moft capable of 
that command of any man in his dominions. He was, at 
this time, governor of Media, from whence the king fent 
for him, and offered him the fupreme command of all the 
troops in Periia ; which Baharam declined, apd, to the 
amazement of his mafter, chofe only twelve thoufand 
men, at the head of whom he marched inf^antly againft 
the khacan ^ . 

He moved with fuch diligence and fccrecy, that he at« ^f^ ^/^^ 
tacked the enemy upon their march, defeated them with camntireh 
grreafc flaughter, flew the khacan, and made himfelf mafter ^tf^at^d ij 
of all their baggage ;. fo that the PerfianscoUe&ed two hun- ^^r^» 
dred and fifty camels load of treafure. The moft precious ^^cJif 
of the fpoils, together with the captive prince, Baharam difgraad. 
ient to the king his mafter, with a very dutiful letter, and 
an eza£l: account of the advantages be had gained. At 
firft Hormouz was extremely well fatisfied with his gene- 

. ral'ft good fortune, gave the higheft commendations to his 
valour, and propofed to beftow on him ample rewards. 
His favourites, however, fufpedling that Baharam might 
not have any great complaifance for them^ in cafe he ar- 
rived at the chief employments in the ftate, refolved to 
iecure themfelves, at his expence. With this view they 
infinuated to the king, that, under pretence of fending 

pKhondemir. Lebtarikh. Mirkhond. ubi fupra. Kelation 
^*uDe RcvolutioO| ^c. p. 51a. D'Herbelot. Bibl. Orient, artic. 
^lormou^B^ 

th^ . 
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tbe richeft of the fpoiis, Baharam Inul only given luffl) 

fmall {harei and kept the r^ft for himfelf ; that k was to 

be feared he might make an- ill ufe of this wealth ; aod 

that it was a dangerous thing to truft £6 ambitious amao 

at the head of the army. The fufpicioos temper of Hor- 

inouz rendered any proof in fupport of thefe conjedura 

quite unneceffar y. Infinuations were with him alwajs 

fufficient evidence ^ and therefore, on no better grouaib 

than thefe, he not only diftrufted bis general, hit mqft 

imprudently and ibamefully difgraced him« by fendiog 

him, inilead of a habit of honour, (the ufual pftfeiu« 

Perfian kings), the complete apparel- of a woman. Tliis 

affront fo far provoked Bahaiam, that he refdredtodf' 

throne his mafter. -Having arrayed himfelf in the vo* 

man's habit the king had feot nira, he {hewe4 UmteK 

to his foidiers \ and having tffloed thenfi> whether duf 

thought he deferved fuch trealanent, he, by a pffcoe* 

ditiiled harangue, drew them to ooticvr with bimin lus 

refbntments, and to affift him in his proje£k of iss^ix^ 

tlie fen of Noufchirvan of the r^gal dignity i. 

^ki arm} The PerGans, however, retained fuch a refpeftfertk 

fiPP^^^ royal family, that Baharam faw there was a pooeffity^f 

0eainfi7h ^^^^^S ohoice of feme other prince of the faflw ^ 

majlin Accordingly he proclaimed Kliofrou Parvie, ihcddAi^ 

of HormottZ) king. That yomig fprinoe, being perM- 

•ed by his uncles, retired from couit« and canntenanct' 

the rebellion, cauiing money to be coined in his «» 

, name, add aiSrttd irioiBierrefped:saS'If hisfatfaerhadkco 

. .'dead. HormoiDi-ha^ixig intelligeaoe >of tliefe pirocee^n^ 

^ diienzed Hindouia^ ttnd BothiMn, his wife's brothers) vW 

r^'fl/ fcf«fc ^^ tnew to ha"ie lenoouraged hi^&m tjo^defiert him. TWf 

moXpM^ coftfinemiBnt^ hbwev«ry did not laft long 4 for the wide 

e^'^n^M ' bodf cl the peqple, having 0011 traded an irreconcileaUc 

throne. auerfion to tlieif- ki-og, broke op^n* their fwifon, nrlwH 

itheip lords, ^nA aiitifted them in feieing iiorinouz; asi) 

-notwithftanding the excellent fpeach made bythatfrincCt 

>at «he motion of Hitidoiiiah, put out bis eyes. Kholl«i) 

^hO'Was at this time 'in Media, returned with ^U ifl* 

?ji;ioabl6 fpeed'to his capital, whency as the eaftem .writeff 

- imanimouily agrsee, he comforted his father ; affurcdhiij 

that his uncles had a€lr?d entipely without his pcrmifi** 

or confent ; and befou^ht his forgivcaefs, in the nrf 

"^fubmiffive termd. The. king, fufSciently hiunbled hy Wj 

misfortunes, and having no hopes bat in his fon, promiW 

.. q lyiirkhondvUbiJupra. Hiftoipe d'uoe R/£volwtipn. ^.fP^' 
D'Herbeioc. Bibl. Orient, art. HormouzBen. Noufchirvfta* 
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to forgive him, provided he puniflied thofe who depofcd 
hitti> and put out hw eyes : a requcft which Khofrou pro- 
xnifed to comply with, as foon as he fliduld be fully fettled 
on the throne. 

In the mean time, Baharam having infinuated to tht 
principal officers of his army, that Khofrou, notwith*- 
ftaading he owed his crown to them, had yet a ftrofiget 
affe£tiott' to his fannily than to his people, whereby the^ 
had no hopes left, in cafe he (hould have it in his powct 
tttpunifli them for the revolt, they determined, for their 
own fakes, to fupport their general, and to hazard afl 
things rather thati his and their fafety, under a regular 
governiweht. With this view thcv fu-ffered him to lead 
tttemio Mddain : before which city wheji they arrived, 
Khofrou drew out his force?, in a plain called Niherfan, 
wri offered them battle. The engagement was long and ^'^ driv^ 
Woody; but Khofrou was at length defeated, and forced ^^^^^ 
to retire into the city, where going to viiit his father, ht 
advif^d him riot to fuflPer himfelf to be fhut up in thfe 
place, but to retii^cinto the territories of the Greek em- 
peror, till his affairs (hould take a happier turn* Khof- 
'KHj, having mdeed no other meafure to take, followed 
his father's advice, and difpofcd all things for his retreat. 
'WTicm^he was about to withdraw, or, as fome writers HorfMux 
faj^, when he was adually out of the city, his uncles pfitoJeaih. 
cfflme to him, and reprefenfed the danger of leaving his 
fat l^er aliv«, eveh though he was .blind, on a fuppofitioh 
"tViait Bahar<im might reinftate him, and govern under his 
Ti^tne 5 wherefore they propofed to go back, and put him 
•0 diefath . Khofrou oppofed, with all his power, his de- 
tcftable proje£t ; but his uncles, to fecure themfelves, 
ftrangled the unhappy old prince with a bowftring, when 
he had reigned fourteen years "". 

* Baharam Tchoubin, on the flight of Khofrou, aflTumed ^^^ram 
the regal authority, though without the title. He was ''*^'^^*^'*- 
<Jcfcended of the ancient princes of Rei, and was the 
*!*lleft man in the Perfian dominions, He had fer\^ed, 
^hen a youth, as a voluriteer in the armies of Noufchir- 
"^2^> and had rifen gradually, purely through merit, to 
.the government of Media. As he was an excellent offi- 
^^^y and greatly beloved by the foldiers, fo he was na* 
*ttiral}y loyal to his prince, aijd, in all probability, would 
We maintained him on his throne, notwithftanding his 
W Conduct, if Jezdan Bakfche, who was his firft mini- 
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fter» had not inftigated Hormouz to treat him as he dUt 
When he had once taken the refolution of rebelling agaiiift 
the king, he refolved alfo to dethrone him, and to tranf* ' 
fer the empire to his own family ; but not daring to de- 
clare this defign, he ufed the name of Khofrou, till bii 
fcheme was ripe for execution. When he was informed 
of the flight of that prince, he fent a great detachmeiil ' 
of horfe in purfuit of him, under the command of Siaoi^ 
fchan, the captain of his guards, with orders to retake 
him, if it was pofTible, and to bring him prifoner to hii 
camp. This officer executed his orders fo pun£^uall]^' 
that he came up with Khofrou, and his uncles, at a ceiv 
tain hermitage: whereupon Hindouiah, to prefcrve Ul 
nephew, put on the royal robes, and, looking out of i 
window, which was very high, told the foldiers, -who hal 
already invefted the place, that, when their commandio^ 
officer came up, he would furrender. On the arrival m 
the captain of the guards, Hindouiah refumed his ovi 
cloaths, appeared at a window, and, in the name of dM 
king, befought that officer to grant him fome refpite fo* 
his repofe : which was accordingly allowed^ a firoi^ 
guard being pofted round the place. At evenitig, Ifi»» 
douiah came again to the window, told the captain of tte 
guards, that the king was very fenfible of the civititf '' 
ftewn him \ and befoughc him to lie there that night, tb^ 
he might recover his fpirits a little, and be the more able 
to bear the fatigue of travelling next day, wherever they 
fiiould think proper to carry him. This indulgence lifai» 
wife was allowed ; but next morning Hindouiah acknoiv^ 
leged the fraud, and confefled that he did it to fave hil 
nephew, whom he perfonated when the place was fitt 
invefted, that they might not purfue him any farther* 
Upon this confeiuon. he was made prifoner, and con* 
du£led to Baharam, who ordered him to remain in con- 
finement ; but did not put him to death, becaufe he ^ 
feded to govern with greater lenity than his predeceffor 
had (hewn. He alfo declared, that he would follow the 
example of Noufchirvan, and reftore the ancient luflreof 
Baharam the Perfian diadem. For fome time the nobility remaiii^ 
driven ouu cd faithful, and the people loved him ; but, by degree), 
they became difTatisfied with his condu£l; ; and, hearing 
that Khofrou was powerfully fupported by the Greek 
emperor, they began to fliew lefs inclination to h\% {eh 
vice. Baharam, however, levied a great army, and fort 
time maintained himfelf in pofleffion : at laft, after hat* 
ing been defeated in a general engagement, and findiaff 

himfetf 
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himfelf quite borne down by numbers, he determined to 
r«etire to the khacatt, by whom he was at firft well re- 
ceived, and to whom he rendered great fervices by hU 
military fkjll ; but after having, been amufed for many 
years with fair promifes, he was at length poifoned, at 
the folicitation of Khofrou, who could nevier be eafy fo 
long as he lived *. 

Khofrou, the fon of Hormouzj was furnamed Parviz, Khefnu //• 
or Aperviz ; concerning which appellation the Orientals 
are by no means agreed. We have feen, in the forego- 
ing period, how he was fet upon his throne by the aflift- 
ance of the Greek emperor, whofe forces, in conjunftion 
with thofe of Khofrou, defeated Baharam Tchoubin, in 
a pitched battle. The Eaftern writers agree with the 
Greek hiftorians in this circumftance, that Khofrou mar- 
ried a Chriftian, and made her queen (M). This wo- 
man, by the Greek writers, is called Mary, or Irene ; 
and by the Oriental hiftorians, Schirin, a name which fig- 
nifiesyi//, or agreeable. For her fake Khofrou was a long 
time very kind to the Chriftians : but afterwards, he con- 
ceived a moft implacable hatred againft them ; and, en- 
tering the Conftantinopolitan empire, on the acceflion of 
Pbocas, committed thofe devaftations which we have re- 
lated. In the invafion of Judaea, and facking Jerufa- 
lem, he was aflifted by the Jews, who made profeflions 
of loyalty to this prince, that, under his prote<^ion, they 
might exhauft the Chriftians, and, when they were totally 
dc^oiled of property, enflave their perfons. Arabia, 
Egypt, and the iflands in the Mediterranean, fell under 
the power of this vidlorious prince *. 

On his return to Madain, he adorned the palace of his 
grandfather, difpofing the upper part thereof in the form 
of a throne, which was fupported by forty thoufand filver 
columns, and the concave over them was adorned by a 
thoufand globes of gold, wherein all the planets, and 
great i:onftellations, were feen to perform their natural 

• Khondemir. Lebtarikb. Mirkhond. ubi fupra. Hidoire 
d'une Revolution, p. 510. D*Herbelot. Bibl. Orient, artic. Ba- 
haram Tchoubin. t Khondemir. Mirkhond. fedl. 36. 
D^Herbelot. Bibl. Orient, art. Khofrou Parviz, Schirin> &c. 

(M) They differ exceeding- ritius ; whereas, the Greek 
ly as to the quality of this lady, axithors allege, that flie was a 
moft of the Oriental writers woman ofordinary birth, whom 
affirming, that ihe was the Khofrou married for her beau- 
daughter of the emperor Mau- ty, 

revo- 
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reTolutions \ all the walls of this fumptuous place beinf 
covered with tapeftry, wrought with gold flowers, nsk 
enriched with pearls, and other precious (tones Unde^ 
neath he had a hundred vaults filled with treafure. ^ 
had three thoufand women who were free, and twd« 
thoufand flavesi the mod beautiful that could be foao^ 
throughout his dominions. His houihold troops weie 
CQmpofed of fix thoufand men. In his ftables he hadb 
thoufand horfes and mules for his own ufe ; twelve thou- 
fand large muleS) and eight thoufand of the ordioaif 
kinds ferved to carry his baggage. He had alio nine koiv 
dred and fixty elephants, which he made ufe of in lii 
armies. As he advanced in years, he became coretoi^ 
fufpicfous, and cruel. He put great numbers of pcopk, 
to death upon groundlefs fuggeftions. This was tbe rodl 
on which his father had fplit, and which proved no leb 
fatal to him in the fequel. The nobility, finding dieflh 
felves unfafe while he remained upon the throne, dcfiS* 
mined to fecure themfelves at all events. Addrefi( 
tbe.mfelves to an officer, who was then at the head of » 
army, they prevailed upon him to feize the perfonrf 
Khofrou, whom they inftantly depofed, and clevatcitt 
the throne his eJdeft fon ". 
Stkirmeh. Khobad Schirouieh, whom the Greeks calls Sin)es,«l 
no fooner poflefled of the diadem, by the choice of Ac 
nobility, than he refolved to fecure it, by depriving 1* 
father of life. To this purpofe he fent for MibirHif 
mouz, whofe father Khofrou had caufed to be pot • 
death, and difpatcbed him inftantlv to the prifon wlwi 
Khofrou lay in chains. When the king faw him, beil| 
up ; and, with an air of wildnefs and fury, " Ma% 
faid he, ** I caufed your father to be put todeatbjw 
I hold him to be a baftard, who takes not the life ^ 
father's murderer, when it is in his power." Har 
upon this, drew his fcimiter, aad, plunging it into 
bowels of Khofrou, left him wallowing in his U 
ReturninfT to Khobad, he gave him an exa£t account 
what he had done, repeating alfo the ftrange falattj 
he had from Khofrou : to which the king, at that 
made no anfwer 5 but having caufed his father t» 
fumptuoufly interj^d, he fent for Mihir Hormouz, 
having repeated to him the words of his father, 
** You fee how juftly you are put to death ;" and ordff 
bim to be flain in his prefence. After this execuM 

• Mirkh. ubi fiipra. Khondcmir. D*Hcrbclot. ubi fopr*- 
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Khobad ordered aU bU brethren to be feized and executed. 
fie bad eighteen in all, and two fillers : of thefe feven- 
jbeen were murdered ; aod the eighteenth, whofip name 
-was Scheheriar, was concealed in the ancient city of Pcr- 
fepolis, and fo efcaped* As for his Gfters, Khobad fpared 
them on account of their fex, and treated them with all 
imaginable kindnefs ; but when they faw their country 
aiili^ed with peftilence* and famine, and obferved the ge* 
neral difafFeftion of the people, they could not help re- 
proaching their brother with his cruelty, charging on him 
the miferies of his people, and exhorting him to repent* 
Theiie difcourfes made fuch an impreilion on his mind, 
that he abandoned hin>felf to melancholy; and, being 
feized firft with a fever, and afterwards with the plague, 
died, after a reign of fix or eight months. He was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon% . 

^rdfliif 11. a child of feven years old. His fifters, and ArdJkWlh 
the nobility, promifed themfelves great bleffings under his 
reign^ hoping they might have time to fettle the affairs of 
the kingdom, and to eafe the people of the exceffive taxes 
with which they \yere burdened : but they were miftaken ; 
for Scheheriar* the general of the army,^ who had feized 
and de^K>fed hi^ father, taking umbrage at fetting up the 
fon of his mailer without his participation, or rather 
making ufe of this flep, and other frivolous pretences., to 
colour the deteftable fcheme he had formed of feizing 
the crown, and extirpating the royal family, marched, 
with his forces, to the capital city.' There having eafily 
vanquifhed thofe who remained faithful to their infant 
monarch, he put the child to death, with all the nobility 
who were attached to him, and filled the palace with 
blood; after which barbarous facrifiee, in purfuance of 
his projed, , be feized the fovereign authority, which he 
bad fo dearly bought. iVuthors do not agree as to the 
time Ardfchir reigned ; , moft of them allow him a year 
and a half ; but Mirkhond is pofitive, that he poiTefied the 
crowii no more than fifty days *. 

Scfaeheriar» as he attained the forereign authority by Schehmaf* 
treachery and cruelty, governed by all the arts of a tyrant. 
The army, as it afliiied him in his enterprize againft the 
young Ardftiiry expelled) on his fucceeding, that he 
fiiould pay the wages of their infidelity. This expe£la- 

V Lebtarikb. Kbondeinir. Mirkhond. fc£V. 37. D'Herbelot. 
Bibl. Orient, art. Schirouieh. ^ Khondemir. Mirkhond. 
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don oblieed him to load his fubje£l8 with tax€8^ an4 
opprefs them in a moil tyrannical manner. Tottian 
Dockt, the eldeft princefs of Perfia, perceiTing that the 
nobility were generally difaffedted^ fecretly inftigated them 
to fet their country free, by putting to death the ufurper. 
Her arts had their tfkGt : the people began uniyerfally to 
deteft a monarch* whofe condu^i was as ofienfive as the 
method by which he gained his crown was unjuftifiablc; 
. yet (till there was nothing done : the cruelty of Schehe- 
riar, and the madnefs of the ai;my, reftrained all thii^ 
but complaints. Every one readily owned he ihould'fie 
glad to be delivered from the miferies they were under} 
but no body durft undertake this deliverance, left (b |;ieat 
a work (hould mifcarry in his hands. At length Tounoi 
Dockt fixed upon three brothers, all young men of great 
quality, and diftinguifhed courage. She explained lo 
them the prefent fituation of afiairs, the miferable cofi£- 
tion of their country, and the impofiibility there was of 
removing thefe grievances any other way, than by Ac 
death of Scheheriar. She likewife obferved, that, bov- 
ever dangerous this remedy might appear^ it was as eafilj 
accomplifhed as projeA^d ; and that, as he was not of die 
royal family, and generally hated, his death would be 'I 
agreeable to the people^ and the man regarded as an hem, 
from whofe hand he (hould receive it. Thefe leflbns bad 
their effe£ls : the brothers placed themfelves one day at 
the palace-gate ; and^ as Scheheriar appeared, and was 
about to mount on horfeback, they attacked and kiOcil 
him, before he could receive any affiftance from his a^ 
tendants, when he had been called a king a little moie 
than two years. He was no fooner dead, than all the in- 
habitants of the city of Madain aflembled, to protedl the 
regicides. In this aflembly it was refolved, to reflxMe 
the crown to the royal family, and, as there was not aa 
heir male, to elevate the eldeft of the princefles to die 
throne '. 

Touran Dockt, as foon as (he received the crown, made 
choice of the eldeft of the three brothers^ whofe name 
was Ferokhzad, to be her prime minifter, and general «fi 
her armies. This nobleman difcharged his truft peife^ 
well ; for he not only reduced the army to the obedieace 
of his miftrefs, and engaged them to live peaceably amoag 
their fellow-fubje£^s, but he alfo difappointed the Arabs, 
who^ in the reign of this princefs, made a vigorous effort 

. y Khondemir. Lebtarikh. Mirkh. (ea. 3S. D*HerbeIot. Bitf. 
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to eonquef Perfia. Ferokhzad, with a confiderable body 
of horfe, was guaftered in Chaldaea, when he received 
advice, that Abou Obeidah, general of the forces of ca- 
liph Omar, had thrown a bridge over the Euphrates, 
in order to attack the Perfian army quartered in the 
neighbourhood of Babylon. Ferokhzad fent orders to 
the Perfians to aft on the dcfenfive, while he, with the 
horfc under his command, marched direftly to the bridge ; 
forced the Arab guard; and, having filled the veffcls of which 
it was compofed with combuftible matter, fet them on fire : 
then following the enemy's camp, he cut off their provi- 
fionSj till a fair opportunity offered of fighting, when, hav- 
ing given a fignal to his Perfians to charge the Arabs in 
front, he, while the battle was ftill doubtful, ^ell upon them 
in flank and rear ; fo that they were totally defeated, not Acomphu 
even their leader efcaping, nor any to carry the news of their '^*^^^ 
defeat. In the mean time, the queen afted in civil af- -^^^, ' 
fairs with a firmnefs not to be expefted from a woman ; 
for, having in^ vain endeavoured, by gentle means, to en- 
gage fome of the nobility to forbear plundering the peo* 
pic, file had recourfe at length to harflicr methods, cauf- 
ing them to be fuddenly feized, and put to death. This 
conduft endeared her to the commonalty, and fo hum- 
bled the nobility, that they durft neither opprefs their 
vaffals, nor undertake any thing againft their fovereign, 
as they defigned. But this peaceable fituation of things 
lafted out a very (hort time : Fcrokzhad having marched 
into the frontier provinces, in order to oppofe the attempts 
of the Greek emperor, his miftrefs was feized with a 
violent diftempor, which, in a little time, hurried her out Hir diotji* 
of the world, not without ftrong fufpiciohs, that (he 
died a martyr to that love which (he had fliewn for the 
people. On her deceafe, the public affairs fell into the 
grcateft confufion : the nobility perceived, that there was 
no trufting to the weaknefs 01 a woman ; and therefore 
they fixed upon Gihan Schedah, a prince of the royal 
blood, but a man of very mean parts, and declared him 
king, that they might govern in nis name ; but the peo- 
ple cither faw, or fancied they faw, fuch evident fimpli- 
city in his looks, that, after a few days, they depofed 
liim, and feated the youngeft daughter of Khofrou Par« 
triz on the throne *. 

c Mirkhond. Tea. 40. Khondemir. D^Herbelot. Bibl. Orient, 
^rtic. Touran Dockt. 
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A^urmi Dokht Ifad as much underftanding a^ her fijtkcr, 
nd is faid to have fuqpaflcd her in beauty. On her ac- 
ceflion to the throne, fhe gave* the people the ftrongcft 
hopes of a znild and happy reign \ but when the neu^s of 
her becoming queen reached tnc province of Khoraflan^ 
Ferok Kormouz, who had been long governor there, con- 
ceived a violent defire of marrying her ; and therefore, 
entruUing the province with his fon of the fanie name, 
he fet out for Madain, in order to carry his fcheme into 
execution. The queen, knowing the reftlefs difpofition 
of the people, and the great power of this nobleman in 
his province, received him with great civility, and did 
him all the honours in her power : but his paflion, or his 
ambitioir, was fo very ftrong, that nothing lefs could ia- 
tisfy him, than being made the partner of her bed and 
throne \ a requeft (he would not grant. Upon her refu- 
fal, her lover had the infolence to threaten her, and even 
to liiive recourfe to force ; upon which, in her own de- 
fence, fhe was obliged to feize, and put him to death. 
'His fon, when informed of his father's fate, forgetting 
the duty he owed his fovereign, and that his father had 
drawn this evil upon himfelf, marched with an army, to 
revenge what he conGdered a difgrace. Having forced 
the city of Madain, he ftormed the ,palace> made the queen 
prifoner, and afterwards, notwith {landing all the tears 
and entreaties of her fubjedls, caufed her to be put to 
death. This enormous crime rendered him fo obnoxious 
to all who had any fenfe of humanity, that^ diftrufting the 
army he had brought with him, he immediately retired 
hack into Khorafian. After his departurcj^ it was difco- 
vered, that, when the children of Khofrou Parviz were 

' put to death, ahoy, his grandfon, had been prefervedby 

his aunts. The nobility brought him from the place 
where he was concealed, and refolved to beftow upon him 
the crown, perhaps, becaufe^ excepting his birth^ he had 
nothing that could recommend him *. His na,n^ was 

FiroUnaJ. Ferokhzad. He was eileemed a goodrnatured i^ofieiH 
five young man, arid npight have proved a very ^aciouSE 
prince. But* before he had reigned a months he wav 
on what account we know not, poifoned by one of hil. 
(laves, and the Idngdom thrown once more into confuGoiu 
The name of the laftof the Periian kings was Jezdeger4 
Ben Scheheriar, whom fome Greek writers fuppofe to 
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have bccii the fon of Siroes. He %^s fcafce armed 
at manhood, before he found the crotrn totter on his 
head, bemg attacked on all fides by powerful enemies. 
The caliph Omar, being extremely defirous of redlucin^ 
Perfia under his dominion, fent a part of bis army, com* 
manded by Sad, to penetrate into that country through 
Chaldsea. Fcrokhzad, his prime minifter, and com- 
mander in chief, who was upon the fpot, took all imagin- 
able pains tb harafs the Arabs in their march.; and having 
an army fuperior to them in numbers, employed it con* 
tinually in fkirmifhes, which were fometimes favourable 
to him, and fometimes otherwife. But Sid, perceiving 
clearly, that this lingering war would deftroy his army, v 

determined to force the enemy to ^ general engagement. 
The Pcrfians declined this, as long as they could ; but at 
length finding a convenient plain, where all their forces 
might a£l, near the city of CadefTia, Ferokhzad drew them ' 
up in order of battle, and refolved to wait for the Arabs* 
It was not long before Sad, and his forces, appeared \ 
who, feeing how advantageoufly the Perfian army was 
pofted, exprefled great joy, as hoping that he flioujd now 
be able to fight. He therefor^ difpofed his troops in or- Vttert^ dt» 
der, and attacked the Perfians with great fury. There fiotedby 
never was a battle more famous in hiftory than this, nor ^^* ^^abs. 
one that more deferved to be recorded, either on account 
of the refolution with which it was fought, or of the con« 
fequences with which it was attended* It lafted three 
days and nights, the Perfians retiring ccmtinually from one 
pod to another, till at length they were entirely defeated ; 
and, by this defeat, the capital city, and tne greateft 
part of the dominions of Perfia, fell into the hands of the 
Arabs. 

On the lofs of this battle, Jezdegerd retired into Cho- He retins 
rafifan ; and, though he had not reigned above three years, into Cho* 
loft, from ^at time forwards, all the reft pf his domi* ^^/^»' 
nions, except the two dependent provinces of Kerman and 
Sigeftan, which he held as long as he lived, partly hf 
a coniiderable army which he kept about his perfon, and 
partly becaufe the Arabs were not at leifure to carry on a 
-war at fuch a diftance. But, though the king retired fo 
early, fome of the governors of his provinces maintained 
themfelves longer, hoping to turn them into little king- 
doms for their own benefit. Among thefe, Hormozan 
pofiiefiTed himfelf of Khouhiftan, and held it for fome 
time; but being at length reduced to great extremities, 
he furrendcrcd, and went in perfon to pay his duty to the 
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caliph Ofnar^ vbo recciTed him kindly, and prevailed upon 

him to embrace the Mohammedan religion ^. 

h killid im When Jezdegerd had poflefled the royal title about nine- 

« battli. i^^n years, a new misfortune happened to him ; for one 

of the governors of the few towns he had left betrayed it, 

and called in the Turks. This place was Merou, feated 

-on the river Gihon, or Oxus ; and therefore denominated 

Merou al Roud» or Mtrou of the River^ to diftinguifh it 

from another Merou, lying, as well as this, in the pro* 

vince of Chorafian. Jezdegerd immediately marcned, 

with his army, to give battle to the rebels, and their allies 

Uhe Turks. In this engagement- he was defeated ; and 

having, with much difficulty, reached the river, he found 

there a little boat, and a fifherman, to whomit belonged: 

to him the king oflFered a bracelet of precious ftones ; bat 

the fellow, being equally brutal and llupid, faid, his fare 

was five farthings, and he would not take either more or 

lefs- While the king and he difputed, a party of the 

rebel horfe came up, and, knowing Jezdegerd, killed him 

on the fpot. This event happened in the year after Chrift 

65i (N). ^^ 

b Lebtarikh. Khondemir. Mirkhond. ubi fttpra. 

(N) There hath been a he died about the clofe of fail 

great deal of difpute as to the twentieth year. The true (bte 

Kttling the commencement of of this queilion is not, as moft 

the xra Jefdagergica, fo called writers put it, whether the 

from this laft king of the Per- commencement of this sera 

iians. If would be needlefs to ought to be iixed to the accef- 

cite what feveral chronologers iion, or to the death of Jezde- 

have advanced upon this head, g^i'di but where it is really 

many of them, though great nxed by the bell Oriental au« 

men in other refpeds, having thors ; fince our . conjeduref 

ihewn little Ikill on this fub- can have no efie£t upon their 

je£t ; and, at the fame time, computations, an^ the utmofi 

not a little arrogance, in ex- we can expe6t from them k to 

pelting that thair deciiipns know how to regulate our own. 

fhould be implicitly yielded to, The beft of the Oriental wri* 

even by tho(e who were better ters fix the commencement of 

informed : and therefore Dr. this aera very preciiely at the 

Hyde (1) had great reafon to i6th of June, in the eleventh 

teftify his amazement, that Pe- year of the Hegira, and in the 

tavius (hould affign three years ycarof Chrirt632 ^2). Now, 

for the reign of Jezdegerd ; it is certain, that this date coin- 

whereas there is no fadt more cides not with the death, but 

certainly edablifhed, than that the acceffion, of Jezdegerd i 

(1) Relig. vet. Perfarumj p. zox. (1} Olough. Beigb, Ai* 

pherganiusi &c. ^ 

and 
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l*he common opinion is, that, with this unfortunate Account 9f 
|)rince, the majefty of the Safianian line funk irretrievably, his family. 
But this, like many other common opinions, is far from 
being ftri£tly true. Jezdegerd left behind him a fon, and 
a daughter. The name of the fon wasFirouz, and of th'c 
daughter Dara. The latter efpoufed Boftenay, whom the 
rabbinical writers dignified with the title of Head of the 
Captivity. In faft, he was the. chief or prince of the 
Jews fettled in Chaldaea. As for Firouz, he ftill preferved 
a little principality, and, dying,- left an only daughter^ 
whofe name was Mah Afrid : (he married Valid the Ton of 
. the caliph Abdalmalek, by whom he had a fon named 
Jezid, afterwards caliph, and confequently fovereign of 
Perfia. This prince was fo far from thinking himfelf 
above claiming the title derived to him from his mother, 
that he conftantly ftyled himfelf the fon of Khofrou, king 
of Perfia, the defcendent of the caliph Maroan, among 
whofe anceftors, of the fide of the mother, were the Ro- 
man emperor, and the khacan ^. 

c Abul-Phar. ubi fupra. Khondemir. D*Herbelot. Bibt. Ori- 
rient. artic. Jexid Ben Valid. 



aod if any are of opinion, that 
this sera ought to begin at his 
death, then it mud begin in 
the thirty-firfl year of the He- 
gira, and in the year of Ch rift 
6^2. Why the eaftern authors 
made choice of the accjsflion 

• rather than the death of Jez- 
degerd, is a queftioD that we 
can eafily refolve. .Jezdegerd 
bad lived as a private man, as 
his father always did, till the 
Perfiaos, underftanding how 

J oft a title he had to the king- 
4om, fet him upon the throne. 



The Arabs fay, this was done 
with the confent of their ca- 
liph, who therefore looked 
upon him as his tributary, rec- 
koning the kingdom of Perfia 
among the reft of his dominions 
thenceforward,, regarding the 
fubfequent' reduction or that 
country not as a conqueft, but 
as the reuniting a part of his 
empire torn away by a rebel. 
This is plainly the caufe why 
the commencement of this aera 
is and ought to be fixed at the 
accefiion of Jezdegerd. 
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CHAP, XXXVI. 

57/^ Ancient State of Italy^ to the Building 

of Rome. 



8 E C T. I. 

t>efcriptm of Italy* 

NMmes. TTALY, a country once reyercd, andftiU admired, bf 
J[ all nations, was, in more ancient times, kno\7n by 
the names of Saturnia, CEnotria, Hefperia, and Aufonia. * 
It was called Saturn ia from Saturn, who, being driven 
out of Crete by his fon Jupiter, is fuppofed to have taken 
refuge here. The names of CEnotria and Aufonia it bofr 
rowed from its ancient inhabitants the CEnotrians and 
^Aufones ; and that of Hefperia, or "Weftern, was given it 
by the Greeks, from its (ituation with rcfpe£l to Greece. 
The name of Italia, or Italy, which, in procefs of timej 
prevailed over all the refl:, fome derive from Italus, king 
of the Siculi ; others from the Greek woM itfihs^ (ignify- 
ing an oxy this country abounding with rich paftures, 
and producing oxen of an extraordinary fixe and beauty *. 
A41 thefe names were originally peculiar to particular 
provinces of Italy \ but afterwards applied to the whole, 
country. 

X/«^« The limits of Italy have been fixed by nature itfclR 

It IS divided from Africa^ Greece, the ancient Dalmatia, 
and Liburnia, by the Tyrrhenfan, Ionian, and Adriatic 
teas ; and from Tranfalpine Gaul and Rhsetia, new part 
of Germany, by a long ridge of fteep mountains, called 
the Alps. The country, comprifed within thefe bounda- 
ries, is, according to Cluverius, about nine hundred miles 
Jn length ; for fuch is the diflance between Augufta Pre- 
toria, now Aofta, at the foot of the Alps, and Cape Leu- 
copetra, now Capo del Armi, in the country of the Brutii| 
pr the Fartjier Calabria, as it is called by the prefent in- 
habitants.- In {hape it refembles a man's leg, rather than 
the leaf of an oak, to which the ancienrs compared it, 
and is confequently very unequal in breadth, being, at 

* Vide Dion. Halicar. lib. i. p, 28. Aul. Gell. lib. xi. cap. i. & 
Serviuia in lib. i. .^n. ver. 533. 

the 
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the foot of the Alps^ according to the abote mentioned 
writer, five hundred and fixty miles broad; in the mid- 
dle partB> that is, between Ancona and the mouth of tlie 
Tiber, a hundred and thirty-fix \ and, in fome placel^ 
Scarce twcnty-^five. 

Italy, taking that word in its moft extenfive f}gni6ca- Divj/wns. 
tion, was» in ancient times, like moft other countriei, 
divided Into petty ftates and kingdoms. In after^agefc, 
wheti the Gauls fettled in the weftern, and many Greek co- 
lonies in the eaftern provinces of this country, it was dt- 
vided) with refpe^b to its inhabitants, into three great 
parts ; namely, Gallia Ci&lpina, Italy properly fo called, 
and Magna Grsecia. This divifion> as it has been gene- 
rally adopted by the ancient geographers and hiftorians, 
we (hall follow in our prefent furvey of Italy^ afcer hav- 
ing acquainted our readers, that vre do not defign to de- 
Icribe, in diis place, the many towns and cities of note, 
which ancient Italy contained, being convinced that fuch 
an undertaking would prove tedious to them, and, at the 
.fame time, oblige us to exceed the. limits we have pre- 
fmbed to our undertaking. 

The iftoft weftem and northern provinces of Italy were, cifalpint 
in great part, poflcflfed by the Gauls, and thence called GauL 
Oallia, or Gaul, with, the epithets of Cifalpina and Cit^- 
rior, becaiife they lay on the fide of the Alps next to 
Rome ; and Togata, with relation to the Roman gown or 
drefs, which the inhabitants ufed ; but this tad epithet is 
of a mtich later date than the fomxcr \ Plutarch ^ and 
Pliny 8 call the country we are fpeaking of Italia Subal- 
pina, or Italy at ttie foot of the Alps 5 and Polybiu§ de- 
nominates it fimply Italy**. The appellaUon of Gallia 
Cifalpina was antiquated in the reign of AuguftOs, when 
the divifion of Italy into eleven regions, inttod<ueed by 
that prince, took place. And hsttce it is> tfaltt the name 
of Cifalpine Gaul frequently occurs in the Mthot^ w&o 
flourifted before, iiftd fcaree ever in thbfe Wtio wrote affer 
the reign of i^uguftus. 

As to the boundaries of this country,. it extended from ///^jw- 
tlie Alps and the river Vafus, parting it from Trahfalpine ''■''w/. 
Gaul, to the river Aefis, according to Livy ^^ or, as Pliny 
will baiie it, to the city of Ancona, in the ancient Pice- 

e Vide Dion. CafT. lib. xlviii. p. 364. ' Plut. in Marcell. fub 
\t\tt, &Caer. t Plio. H\>. xvi, cap. it, *» iPolyb. lib.xi* 

tap. 13. * Liv. lit>. V. cap. 35. 

I • 
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num (O). On the north, Cifalpine Gaul was ^divided 

from Rhsetia by the Alps, called Alpes Rhaedcse, and from 

lUyricum by the river Formio ; but, on this (ide^ thje 

borders of Italy were, in Pliny's time, extended to the 

river Arfia in Iftria ^. On the fouth, it reached to the 

Liguftic Sea, ^nd the Apennines parting it frbxn Etruria ; 

fo that, under the common name of Cifalpine Gaulj were 

comprehended the countries lying at the foot of the Alps, 

called by Pliny and Strabo the Subalpine countries, Ligu- 

ria, Gallia Cifpadana, and Gallia Tranfpadana. The 

countries, bordering on the Alps, were inhabited by the 

Vediantii, or Veftiantii, as Ptolemy calls them, the Va- 

gienniy the Taurini^ the Segufiani, the Salafli, the Le- 

pontii, the Libicii, and the Canini. The Vediantii inha- 

. bitcd the fmall trad lying on the eaft bank of the Vanw, 

extending from the Alpes Maritimae to the territory of 

Nicsea. Next to them, on the north fide of the Alpes 

MaritimJC, and near the fource of the Padu«, or Po, wwc 

X the Vagienni. Cemelium, or Cemenelium, was the me- 

.tropolis of the Vediantii; and Augufta Vagiennorons, 

now Saluzzoy of the Vagienni. The Tauriiii were paittf 

from the Vagienni by the Po, on which river ftood their 

metropolis, called firft Taurafia *, and afterwards, from 'a 

. colony fent thither by Auguftus, Augufta TaurinoruiP. 

Foram Vibii, another city of the Taurini, is placed hy 

Pliny at a fmall diflancc from the head of the Po* 

North of the Taurini, and among the Alps, laf the 
kingdom of Cottius, from whom the neighbouring mouo- 



^ Vide Plin. ibid, cap. i8, ^ 19. 
Tacit. Annal. lib. %u cap. 66. 



1 Appian. in HannibaL 



(O) Ciccro-(i), Suetonius of a Roman province; there 

(2)9 and Plutarch (5), make being nothing more certaia, 

the river Rubicon, between than that thefe countries were 

Rarenna and .A/iminum, the anciently poifeiTed, in great 

eaftern^ boundary of Cifalpine part, by the Senones (4), and 

Gaul ; but thefe writers are to conf<^uently comprifed withia 

, be underflood as fpeaking of the limits of Cifalpine Gaut > 

Gaul, after the Roipans, un- nay, they retained the name 



der the conduct of M. Lepi- 

dus, had made themfelves maf- 

"tcrff of Piccnum and Umbria, 

and reduced them to the form 

■••■,* ■» 

(i) Cic. Philip, vi. cap. 3 



of Ager Gallicus, or Gallica- 
nus, even after they were be- 
come a Rdman province (5). 

(1) Sueton. in Cxfar. cap. ji. 



(.3) Plut. in CaBf. (4) Vide Strab. lib. v. p. j5©„ 157. (5) Cie. 
in Catilin. Orat.ii. cap. 3, U \%, _ ' 

tains 
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tains were called Alf)cs Cottise. The SeguGani were fub- 
Jeft to. him; and Segufio, Secufia, or Segufium, novr 
^ufa» on the Druria, >yas the metropolis of* this fmall 
^kingdom ". The Salaffi pofleffed the country lying be** 
tween the Alpes Graiae on the north, and the country of 
*the Libicii on the fouth.- Their chief cities were Au^ 
gufta Prsetoria, and Eporedia, now Aofta and Ivrea, both 
.on the Great Druria ; for in this country, were two ri- 
vers, as Pliny obferves °, bearing the fame name ; one, 
called the' Great Druria, fpringing from the Alpes Gralsei 
the other, which he ftyles the Little Druria, rifing on the 
Alpes Cottiae. Augufta Pretoria was fa called from a co« 
lony of three thoufand praetorian foldters, fent thither by 
Auguftus. Eporedia, built about, a hundred years before 
the ChrifUan aera, was firft a Roman colony^ and after- 
wards a municipium* The territory of the Lepontii lay 
between the Salafli and the Lacus Verbanus, now Lago 
Maggiore : their metropolis was Ofcela, called by the 
.modern inhabitants Domo d'Ofcela. Next to them were 
th^ Libicii, or Libui, who poiieiTed that traci which was 
• watered by the Seffites, no.w the SeiHa* Their chief ci- 
ties were Vercellae and Laumellum, which ftill retain 
.th^ir ancient names. .The country of the Canini lay be- 
tween the 4akes Verbanus and Larius. The Alpes Mari* jSpuMm^ 
timas, or Maritime Alps, which we have mentioned above^ '•<''>»^f ««rf 
ei^tended from the mouth of the Varus to Mount Vefulus^ ^'''***' 
now Vefo, in Piedmont, and were fo called from their 
.fituation. The Alpes Graiae, or Greek Alps, reached 
from Mount Cenis to the ancient Mons Jovis, at prefent 
known by the name of the Great St. Bernard, Some an- 
cient writers fuppofe, that Hercules pafled thefe moun« 
tains, at the head of an army of Greeks, on his return 
.from Spain, after he had fubdued Geryoii, and derive 
^ from thence the appellation of Alpes Graiae; but Livy * 
looks upon this expedition of Hercules as altogether fa- 

lulous (P ). ' 1 • • 

^ Liguria, 

» Jac. Spon. Mifc. Er. Antiq. p. 198. » Vide Plin. lib. iij. 

cap* 5, 17. Veil. Paterc* lib. i. cap. 15. Tacit* Hift. lib. i. cap. 70. 
- • Ltv. lib. V. cap. 33. 

(P) The countries, which inhabitants counted among the 

■WC have hitherto defcribed, Ligurian nations, with the 

' ^art^ by Strabo and Livy, epithets of Montanl and Co- 

' jplaced within the confines of mati, to diflinguifh them from' 

p «he ancient Liguria, and the thofc who inhabited Liguria, 

properly 



^^o ^^ Roman Htfioty. 

Ugurui. Ligoria, properly, fo called, was bounded on the dt 

by the river Macra» on the weft by the Varus, on tk 
fouth by the liguftic fea, and on the north by the Pot 
-Cities of note in this country were, on the co^ft) Niccii 
ix>w Niz2a, built by the Maf&Kenfes, as a barrier againt 
-the ligures Montani c ; Portus Hercults Moa<£Cti noV 
Monaco (Q^), Albintemalium or Albium IntemeliuBi 
Albium Ingaunttm or Albiogaunum^ Vada Sabata^ G^ 
Aua, Portus Deiphini, and Portus Lunae ; tte^ Viiatin^-. 
Ixk^ Albenga, Vado, Savona, Genoa, Porto Fmo, mI 
UtAio delle Spezie,. were all on the coaft now called k 
Riviera di Genoa* Cluverius fuppofes Vada^ andSalntil, 
<>r Sabata, to be one and the fame city^ which be cdb 
Vada Sabatia ; but is therein contradi^ed by th^leanM^ 
Lucas Holftenius. Genua was, in atieieAt times^as itiirt 
prefent, the chief city of Liguria, and an cfmporiiun) 6 
Strabo ftyles it, to which merchants reforted from atlpaAk 
The modern writers call it Janua, and pretend that itiMi 
tuHt by Janus ; but the ancients conftantly write it 0J» 
nua : it was deftroyed by Mago, the Carthagititai^, itti 
rebttilt by th^e Romans. Portus Luneeis placed, by all (ft 
ancients, in Liguria ^ but the city of Luna ftood db tt 
-caft balnk of the Macra, inEtrwria*!. The inlafwldti^tf 
Liguria were, Pollentia, Alba Pompeia, Aftaj k^ 
<Staticlla, Forum Fulvii orValentium, Jnduftria, Deri*^ 
^nd Iria \ now Follenza, Alba, Afti^ Aqui, Valetiil) 

p Strab. lib. iv. p. 140. 9 TacU. Hift. ib. lit. cap. 15. Md^ 

lib, ii. cap. i* Plin. lib. ii. cap. 5. . 

properly fo called. Some aft- .( Q^) Portu« Herculw, id 

^ient writers, quoted by Pliny Portus Monaeci, were, acccrf* 

<6), derive the Leponrii from io^ to Ptolemy, two 4iiW - 

the Gneeks, whom, they fup* cities ; for riiat orricer ifi^ 

pofe Hercules to have left in oi Tixt^asa Augui[li lying )k 

thefe countries, after he had twceii them. But all tbeij 

pafled the Alps, becaufe of cient geographers and hiW 

«^eir being difabled, by the ans call the fame place fcn* 

hardfhips they had fufFered times Rortus Herculis, 3» 

on that occafion, from, purfu- fometimes Portus Hercul^flkj* 

ing their march with the noeci, iat prefent Mow* 

re It of the army. But this The remains of the Troptt 

opinion has qo other founda- Augufti, which was flo <<» 

tion, than the fimilitude be- than a trophy erede4 » ^ 

tw^en the name of that people, nour of Auguftus, are ffifl#* 

.'and the Greek verb leipo^ to ble on the I'ummH o^ ^ ^'*** 

\enve. tain that orerlooks Monaco*. . 

(6) Plin. lib. iii. cap. 20. 

Tortonaj 
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Tortofia, and Vogliera. Inddftria wm^, by tlie and«ilt 
Ligurians, called Bodincomagum, becaiife it flood on thfe 
tPo, which was known to thcn> by the name of Bodtncus^ 
that is, the Bottomlefs, Some writers mafce the river Iria 
flic eaftem bonndary of Liguria ; but, as Livy ' places the 
cities of Calftidium and Litubium in that country, Chivc* 
rius extends its confines on this fide txs the rircr Trcbia. * 

Next to Liguria lay Gallia Cifpadana, extending from Gallia Gf* 
Trcbia to the city of Ancona ; bottnded on the north by padantu 
tlic Po and part of the Adriatic ; and on the foath by trc 
Apennines, parting it from Etruria. It was called Gallia 
from its inhabitants, and Cifpadana, bccanfe it lay on the * 

fide of the Po, next to Rome. 'Ihis country was pof* 
fcfledbythe Boii, the Lingoncs, and the Senones. Thtf 
cbief cities of the Boii were, Placentia, Parma, Mntina, 
and Banonia : of the Lingones ; Ravenna, Forum Comclii^ 
Faventia, Solona, Forum Livii, Forum Popilii, and Oas- 
fcna ; now Ravenna, Imola, Faenza, Citta di Sole, forlii 
Fbiiinpopoli, and Csefena : of the Senones ; Ariminum, 
Kfaurum, Fanum iForttmac, Sena Gailica, and Ancona 5 
itow Rimini, Pefaro, Fano, Sinigagha, and Ancona. 

Gallia Tranfpadana extended from the countries of the QaUm 
ttpontii, Libicii, and Canini, mentioned above, and ^ranfpm' 
iJOtintcd by Strabo and Pliny among the Subalprne * na- dana. 
tions, to the Adriatic Sea, and the river Formio, now II 
Rifano, parring it from Iftria, being bouij-ded on the fouth 
by the Po, and on the north by the Alpes Rhseticae and 
CamicsB ; the former feparating it from Rhsetia, now the 
Trentin, and the lattet from the country of the Carni, 
iiow Carniola. This part of Cifalpine'Gaul was inhabit- 
ed by the following nations ; the Orobii, the Infubres, the 
liSvi. the Cenomani, the Euganei, and the Vcneti, and 




belonged to the Orobii ; Mediolanum, Laus Pompeia, and 
Forum Intuntorum, now Milan, Lodi, and Crema, to 
the Infubres ; Novaria and Ticinium, now Novara and 
*avia, to the Lsevi ; Brixia, Cremona, Mantua, and Vc- 
tona, to the Cenomani ; Sabium, Vobcrna, Edrum, and 
Vannia, cities long fince demolilhed, to the Euganei; 
**atavium, Vicetia or Vicentia, Ateftc, Forum Alieni, 
Tarvifum, Ceneta, Aquileia, Forum Jullii, and Targeftc 
"Jiear the ^Formio, now Padua, Vinccnza, Efte, Ferrara, 
Trevifo, Ceneda, Aquilea, Civita di Friuli, and Triefte, - 
to the Veneti, by whom all that trafil:, which cxtcndg 

r Liv. lib. xxxii* cap. S9« 

from 
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from the territories of the Euganei to the Forinio^ ww 
anciently poflefled} but in after-ages the Cami made 
* themfelves mafters of the country lying between that rircr 
and the Tilaventum, now the Piave. 

Italy, properly fo called, extended, on the coaft of the 
Adriatic, from the city of Ancona to the river Krento^ 
now the Fortore ; and, on the Mediterranean, from the 
Macra to the Silarus, now the Sele ; and comprehended 
Etruria, Umbria, Sabinium, Latium, Picenum, the 
countries of the Veftini, Marucini, Peligni, Marfi, Frc&« 
tani, Samnites, Hirpini, Campani, and ricentini. 

Mtrurui. Etruria, inhabited by the Etrurians, Tufcans, or, i| ' 

the Greeks ftyle them, Tyrrhenians, was bounded on the 
eaft by the Tiber, on the weft by the Macra, on the foutb 
by the Tyrrhenian fea, and on the north by the Apennines 
The inhabitants are divided by Livy *, and Dionyfiusof '\ 
HalicamafTus % into twelve different nations, or rathor 
tribes, each of which had their peculiar city, whence. thc| 
borrowed their names. The cities were, Volfinii^ CW 
fium, Perufia, Cortona, Arctium, Falerii, Volatem^* 
Vetulonium, Rufellse, Veii, Tarquinii, and Caere, Q09 
Bolfena» Chiufi, Perugia, Cortona, Arezzo, Civita Cl* 
fteilana, Volterra, Grofleto, and Cerveteri. The dSM . 
. of Veii, Tarquinii, and Caere, lie at prefent in ruins : fittr 
fides thefe, the following cities were, in ancient time% ilT ,; 
great note in Etruria \ on the coaft, or at a fmall diftato^ 
ifrom it, Luna, Pifae, Portus Herculis Labronis or U^ 
bumi, Fopulonia, Talamon, Cofa, Cofae or Cofla, Cei^ 
tumcellae, and Alfium; now L'Erice, Pifa, Livorno, Tcp^" 
lamone, Anfidonia, Civita Vecchia, and Palo. The 
ruins of Populonia are to be feen near Piombino In tb^ 
inland country ftood Nepete, Sutrium, Falerii FalifcoruiBi 
Fanum Voltumnse, Hortanum, Herbanum, Suana, Sa| 
turnia, 8cnae Juliae, Florentia, Faefulae, Piftoria, aqt 
'Luca» called by the modern inhabitants Nepe, Sutri, Cfc 
jvita Caftcllana, Viterbo, Orti, Orvieto, Saturna, Saona^., 
' Fiorenza, Fiefoli, Piftoia, and Lucca. 

Vmbrim* Umbria was bounded on the fouth by the.Nar, nowtl 

Ncra \ on the north by the Adriatic Sea ; on the eaft 
the iEfis, now Fiumicino \ and on the weft by the Til 
on the fide of the Apennines, next to Rome ; and on 
other fide by the Bedefis, now li Ronco, which falls iiM.] 
the Adriatic at Ravenna; fo that this city, Ariminun^ 
Fifaurum> Fanum Fortunae, Sena Gallica, ^nd Caefem^J 



tw 



' Li v. lib. iv. cap. 13. & lib. v. fub. init. 
lib. vi.p.399. 
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though pofiefied by the Lingones and Senones> were, 
ArlAly fpcaking, in Umbria. The other places of note 
Itt this country were, Sarfina, Urbinum, Metaurenfe, 
and Hortenfe, Sentinum, i£fis, and Camerinum or Ga- 
mers ; now Sarfina, Caftel Durante, Urbino, Sentio, 
JeG, and Camerino : thefe cities ftood between the 
Adriatic Sea and the Apennines. On the other fide of 
thefe mountains were, Iguvium, Mevania, Spoletium, 
Tifernum, Nuceria, Camellaria, Afifium, Hifpellum, 
Fulginium, Tudor, Interamnium or Interamna, Narnia, 
Ameria, and OcricuH or Ocriculum, known at prefent by 
the names of Ugubio, Bavagna,' Spoleto, Citta di Caftello, 
Nocera, A'ffifi, Ifpello, Foligno, Todi, Terni, Narni, 
Amelia, and OtricoH. 

The country of the Sabini lay between the Nar and the ^^^^* 
Anio, now the Teverone ; the former feparating it from 
Umbria, and the latter from Latium. Cures,^ whence 
the Romans were called Quirites, was, at firft, the m«* 
tropolis of the Sabini, and in after-ages Reate, now Riete. 
The ruins of Cures are ftill to be feen at a place called 
Vicovio di Sabina. The other cities in this country, 
worth notice, were, Nurfia, Eretum, Nomentum, Cu- 
tiliae, and Amiternum ; now known by the names Norcia, 
Monte Rotondo, Lamentario. The cities of Catiliae and 
Amiternum hsive been long fince deftroyed ; but there are 
ftilt remaining fome ruins of the former at Civita Ducale, 
and of the latter near the city of Aquila. v 

Next to the country of the Sabini was Latium, com- Latium 
prifed at firft within very narrow limits ; namely, the Ti- 
ber, the Anio, and the Circxan promontory, now Monte. 
Circilli \ but after the reduflion of the ^qui, Hemici, 
Volfci, and Aufones, reaching to the river Liris, called 
by the prefent inhabitants II Garigliano : and hence the 
diiUn£tion that frequently occurs in the ancients oetween 
Old and New Latium. In Old Latium ftood the follow- 
ing cities, Rome, once the moft powerful city in the 
world, Tibur, Praenefte, Gabii, Tufculum, Aricia, La- 
nuvium, Alba Longa, fo called from ita length, and to 
diftinguiih it from another city of the fame name in the 
country of the Marfi, Lavinium, Laurentum, Oftia, An- 
temnas, Collatia, and Ardea, the metropolis of the Ru- 
tuli, a Latin nation. Of Gabii, and the four laft men- 
tioned cities, there are fcarce now any footfteps remain- 
ing ; but the others are ftill known by the names of Tivoli, 
Paleftrina, Frafcati, L' Aricia, Citta Lavina, Albano, Pa- 
tricia, Paterno, and Oftia. Carfeoli or Carfula, Valeria, 

Sub- 
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SoMaqueumy and Algidum^ now ArfuU^ Vic0 Vamiwt 
Subiaco^ belonged to the ^qui. Of Algidum feme vm 
are to be feen near an inn, whkh the Italians call UOfift* 
ria del Agtio. Anagnia, Alatrium, Verulse, and Feroh 
tinuni) now Anagni, Alatri, Veroli, and FerentiiiO|Veiif 
the chief cities of the Hernici. In the country of M 
Volfci flood Antiumy Circaei or Circseum, Tarraaaii 
called alfo Anxur^ SueiTa Pometia» whence the neighboB9> 
ing marlh was named fatus Pometina or Pomptina, V& 
litrXy Cora, Norba, Privernum, Setia, Signia, Saiio^ 
Krufincb ^abrateria» Aquinum, Cafinum, Atioa, Aip 
num, Arx> Sora, Fregellaci and Interamna : the mi* 
of Antium, Circselr and Suefla Pontetia, are ftill toM 
feen at Capo d' Anzo, Citta Vecchia, and in the Dci^. 
bourhood of Veletrl. The other cities bear at pre&itf tbl , 
nanKs of Terracina, Veletri, Cora, Norma^ PipenHi 
Sezza, Segni, Sercnoneta, Frufinone Falvatera, Aquiilr*, 
MoateCafino, Atina, Arpino, Arce, Sora, PonteCorN| 
and L'Ifola In the country of the Aufones were Caieby 
Tnndi, and'Formise, at prefent Gaeta, Fondi, and Mok .' 

FUenum* Picenum, the country of the Picentes, lay betweestlf: 

JSa^is and the Aternus, now Pefcara, extending from Ai| 
Adriatic to the Apennines, where it joined Umbria, ai|| 
beyond them,, reaching to the country of the SaMI 
Their chief cities were, Ancona, once poflefled by 
Gatrls, Caftrum Novum, Caftellum Truentinum (fo 
from the river Tcuentum, now the Tronto), Auxi 
Septempeda, ToUentinura, Firmum Picenuner, A 
Picenam, Interamnium» and Atria \ at prefent 
Flaviano^ Torre Segora, or> as others will have it, P 
d*A£c:oli« Ofimo, S. Severino, Tolentino, Fermo, 

9^ifinu Teramo, and Atri. Eaft of this region lay the countiy 
Ac Vcftini> containing the following cities, Angu* 
Pinna% arui Avia or Avella ; now called Civita di S. 
gelo, Civita di Penna» and Aquila. Next to tbe Vi 

Uarrucinu were the Marrucini, whofe fmall territory had but 

^iikni. ^'^y^ namely, Teate, now Chieti. The Pcltgni inbabii 
' fmall trafl lying .between the countries of the Veftini 
Marrucini to the north, and the Apennines to tbe foi 
their chief cities were, Cocfiaium ajod Sulmo : 
rains of the former are fttU remaining, about eight 
from Sulmo, now known by tbe namic of Sulmona. 

M^Ji. Marfi were feated in an^ inland country, baving the 

and Veftini between them and the Adriatic Sea. Ott 
other fide the Apennines, they bordered on tbe coui 
of the Sabini and ^qui. They bad only two 
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xinxn^ly, Alba Fuccntes, fo called from the lake Fucinus, 
noMT Lago di Celano, near which it ftood, and Marrabi- 
um : the foriper ftill retains the ancient name of Albaj "^ 

but. tlie latter is now called Morrea. Next ^o the Marru- 
'cini, on the coaft, were the Frentani \ in the inland Frentani. 
country, the Samnites, between the Frentani and the Cam- Samnites. 
pani ; and the HLrpini, feated between Samnium and the Hirpinu 
river Silarus, having Apulia X)aunia on the north-eaft, 
and Campania on the foqth-weft. ^he cities of Ortona» 
Anaxanum> and Hiftonium, now Ortona» Lanzano, and 
Guafto d' Amone, belonged to the Frentani; Bovianum^ 
.^fernia, S.epinum, AUifae^ and Telefia, now Boiano, Ifer- 
nia, Sepina, Alifi» and Talefe, to the Samnites; Bene- 
veptum, Equus, Tuticus, Abellinum, and Compfa, now 
Benevento, Ariano, Avellino, and Conza, to the Hirpini. 

Campahia extended from the Liris to the promontory of Campania* 
Minerva, called ftill I) Capo di Minerva, being bounded on 
the north-eaft by Samnium, and on the fouth-weft by the 
country of the Hirpini. In this traft, which was the moft 
pleafant and fruitful of all Italy, ftood the following cities ; 
on the coaft, Liternum, Baia, Mifenum, Puteoli, Nea- 
polis, or Parthenope, Herculaneum, Pompeii, and Surren- 
tum, now Torre di Patria, Baie, Monte Mifeno, Puzzuolo^ 
ITapoli, Torre di Greco, Scafati, and Sorrento ; in the 
inland country, Capua, the, ruins of which are ftill to be 
feen about two miles from the prefent city of the fame 
name, Suefla Aurunca, Venafrum, CaClinum, Teanum 
Sidicinum, Calatia, Cales, Atella^ Acerrse, Nola, and Nu- ^ 

ceria ; known at prefent by the names of Seffa, Venafro, 
Nova Ca]>ua, Tiano, Cajazzo, Calvi, Averfa, Aceria, Nola> 
and Nocera. The fmall traft, lying between the promon- 
tory of Minerva and the river Silarusj was inhabited by a co- 
Icwiy of the Picentes planted here by the Romans : Pliny " 
and Ptolemy call them Picentini, to diftinguifti them from Pkentinj* 
the Picentes, who inhabited Picenum, on the Adriatic 
Sea. The Picentini had but two cities, namely, Picentia, ' 

called by Strabo ^ the metropolis of the Picentini, but at 
prefent demoliflied, and Salernum, now Salerno. 

Magna Gr2ecia ccmprifed Apulia, Lucania> and the Magna 
country of the Brutii. This country was , called Greece, Gracia* 
beeaufe moft of the cities on the coaft were Greek colo- 
nies, and fpoke the Greek tongue. The inhabitants gave 
it the epithet of Great, not as if "it was larger than 
Greece, properly fo, called, but merely out of oftenta-* 
tion^ as Pliny informs us ''. Apulia cxtctded from the ApuUai 

• Plin. lib. iii, cap. 5, & ii» w Strabo,. Ub« v. Tub fincm*' 

*PJin, lib. iii. cap. 5. 

river 
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river Frcnto quite to the ftreiglits parting Italy from 
BmmUu Greece ; but was divided into three parts, namely « Dau- 
nia, lying between the Frento and the Aufidus, now 
fnutiim. rOfanto ; Peucetia, extending from the Aufidus to the 
ifthmus between Brundufium and Tarentum ; and Mefla- 
pia, called alfo Calabria, and lapygia, comprehending the 
peninfula. In Apulia, by which name the ancient geo* 
graphers underftand both Daunia and Peucetia^ were the 
Following cities : Teanum Apulum, Geryon, Sipuntum, 
Luceria, i£quulanum, Arpi (the ruins of which are to.be 
feen near the prefent city of Foggia), Afculum ' Apulun, 
Venufia, Acherontia, Canufium, Cannae, Salapia, Rubi, 
Butunti, Barium, and Egnatia ; now Civita Tragonan, 
Siponto, Lucera, Troia, AHcli, Venofa, Acirenzay Gaud- 
fa, Canna, Salpe, Ruvo, Bitonto, Bari, and Terra d*An- 
azzo. In Calabria, Brundufium, Hydruntum, Caftrum 
Minerva, Callipolis, Tarentum, Neritum, and Aletium; 
now Brindifi, Otranto, Caftro, Gallipoli, Tarento, Nardo, 
and Lezze. Near Aletium ftood, in ancient times, the 
city of Rudise, the birth-place of Ennius. 
Lmimia. Lucania lay between the Silarus and the Laus^ now the 

Laino, the former parting it from the country of the Pi- 
centini, and the latter from that of the Brutii. It wa$ 
divided from Peucetia by the river Bradanus, now the. 
Brandano; and from Calabria by the upper part of the 
Sinus Tarentinus, or Gulf of Tarento. On the Mediter- 
ranean, or Tyrrhenian Sea, ftood the cities of PafbuDt 
called by the Greeks, Pofidonia, Velia, Buxentum ; on 
the Gulf of Tarentum, Metapontum, Heraclea, anciendj 
called Siris and Sybaris, afterwards known by the Hamei 
" of Thurii and Copise; in the inland country were fitaated 
Potentia and Grumentum : thefe cities are called by the 
prefent inhabitants, Pefto, Pifciotta, Policaftro, Terrc di 
"Mare, Policore, Potenza, and Clarimonte. The citytf 
Thurii, or Thurium, was deftroyed foon after the fecood 
Carthaginian war. 
Mrniiu The Brutii pofleiTed that peninfula which extends fro© 

Lucania to the ftreights feparating Sicily from Italy, b 
this comer oT Italy, as we may call it, ftood the folloni 
ing cities ; on the weftern coaft, Cerilli, Clampetia, Tcifr 
fa, Terina, Lametia, Scyllaeum, and Rhegium ; nowC^ 
rella, Amantea, Torre Loppa, Nocera, Sant* Eufei 
Sciglio, and Reggio : on the eaftern coaft, Locri, 
Epizf phyrii, from the promontory Zlephyrium ; Cauloni 
Scylacium, Cioto^ Petilia, andRufcianum 5 now Jeracc^l 
Caftcl Vctcri, bquiUaci, Crotonc, Belicaftro, and Roflaoo}' 
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in the inland country, Confcntia, now Confenza, formerly 
the metropolis of the Brutii ; Pandofia, and Hipponium, 
called by the Romans, Vibo Valentia, and by the mo- 
dern inhabitants, Monte Leone. Thefe are the chie£ 
cities of Italy, which we ihall defcribe as we have occa- 
fion to t/eat of them in the fequel of the hi (lory. 

The rivers which it may be proper to take notice of in Kivirti 
this place, are the Po, called by the Latins, Padus and 
Eridamis, which fprings from Mount Vefulus, now Vefo, 
one of the high^ft among the Alps, and difcharges itfelf 
into the^ Adriatic Sea by feven different dreams, after 
havi/ig received into its channel above thirty rivers. On 
the Alp^ likewife rife the Dmiria, the Seflites, the Tici* 
num, the Addua, the Ollii^s, the Mincius, the Taqarus^ 
the Trebia, and the Khenus Bononienfis ; now the Dora« 
Seuia, Tefmo, Adda^ PgUp* Mincio, Tanaro^ Trebia, and 
Kenb iii Bologna. The Atl^efis, how the Adige, has its 
iource, like the others we have mentioned, in the Alps, 
waters the cities of Trent and Verona, .^nd is the only 
great river in Lombairdy that does not f;^U into the Po, 
which it mnft have don^e, had it run but a little farther 
before its entering the Adriatjc The Arnus, and the 'T\*- 
ber^ which receive the Clanis, the Nar, and the Anio^ now 
la Ghiana, la Nera^ and il Teverone, fpnhg from the 
Apennines, and fall into the Mediterraneaki; The Liris, 
which feparates Latium from Campania \ the YuIturnuSy 
in Campania ; the Silarus, parting the Piceotini and Lui- 
cani \ the Sybaris, and Ci;athis, in Lucanja ; the Aufidu^, 
in A^xulia; the Atemus and Metaurus, in Picenuni; 
now the Garigliano, Voltumo, Silara, Cochile, Crati, 
rOfanto, Pefcara, and Metauro 5 were all rivers of great 
note, and are much celebrated by the ancients. 

The chief mountains of Italy are the Alps and the MouHtmJMn 
Apennines \ the former parting it from Gaul, Vindelicia, 
Noricum, and Pannonia, taking Italy in its greateft ex-« 
tent ; and the latter dividing it into almoft equal parts (R)* 

■ (R) Feftus 18 of opinion, that us, that, In the language of the 

the Alps borrowed their name Ccltes, all highmountains were 

Irom the Latin word albus^ called Alps. Others derive the 

which the Sabines pronounced name of the Alps from one A1- 

^^iM, figDifyinc; wl//^, becaufe bion, the fon of Neptune, 

they were almoil: always cover- who, they fay, was killed \>f 

e4 with fnow • i). But Ifido- Hercules in difputing his paf- 

ru8 (a), and Servius (3), tell fage over thefe mountains. 

(i) Fed. lib: ii'w (t) Ifidor. Orig. lib. Hi. (3} Servius ia 

Vol. IX. Z The 
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The Alps arc a long chatin of mountains, vrhich be^gkks af 
the moucli of the Varus, and, after a great many irttph 
Jar tumrngs of ^bout eight hundfed miles, ends at the 
fiver Arfia, in HWa. TKe maritime Alps reach from 
Varfar or Vado, to tfce foarcc of the Varos ; th* Cottta^ 
from the fouree of the Varus to the city of Strfe ; front 
' ■ tbeilce the Grai« to Little St. Bernard : and the Pemimac, 
htmt that mountain to Monte St. Gottard, or S*. Githrard: 
to the Fenninft are joined the Alps Rhicttc^, which cx^ 
lend to flie fpritig of the river Piarve ; thofc which retch 
from thence to Iftria, and the head of the Sarvtis, ar^ 
tailed Noricse and Garnicac. The Aj^nnines extend frxmi ' 
the maritSime Alps, where they take iheir rife, (|iEiite t» 
the ftreight* which feparate Itdly from Sicily. Tfct 
fttountairfs MafCcus, near Sucffk \ Gaurus, bctvirecn B^ 
teoli^ndBaise ; Tifata, at a fmajl dtftancefronl Cstpua'; 
Vefuviiis, in the neighbourhood of Nola 5 and Gdyganoi; 
in Apulia ; are much celebrated both by the ancieitt anl 
Itnodern writers ^ 
Soti. * Italy fies between the 38th 'and 46th degrees of nortl 

latitude, in the 6th and 7th north fclhnate. We need not 
"here enhrgo on rtie fruitfulnefs and various ptodudiMI 
of this happy ri^gJon. It hasrbecw'oWcrted, that wthktc^M 
definable things nature ha^ drbpped frugally and iparii^^ 
fh 6!!her countries, are found ih Italy as^ in tfa^r origatf 
Seminary: whcfac'e foihe caff it the parent of p^Mf; 
t^er^, the fountain of carthFy bKfs", rhe ineomparabl'^ ^ 
^ibn of this globe, the garden of Europe, the epitome tf 
the world, or rather a little world rtfeFf. The antidtt 
shhabicants of {taly (hail be the fubjed^ of the fbBbwtt| 
*SEtiom 

.-..;..\';;-^ : ■ ■ S E C T* . n. 

I: Of the Ancient State and Ff0 Inhabitants of Itafy* 

• - ' 

.^ HEU £ is fuch a difagreement among the aueients ii 
J * what they have written concerning the firft inliaUr 
jant^of Italy, that we cannot pretend to give siny iaiit* 
i^ory aocount of the primki^^ ftaie of that cottaiq^i 
,Wc fhall therefore only i<elate^ iit this pkce, what ^''^ 
^eew tranfmitted to us on fo perplexed and intricate m 
}t&t by the moft credible wtMi% of antisquityy wili 

,7 Vide €»!? vcr. Alfti^, It«l. lib. lii PUn, lib. mu cajf. #* ] 
lib. xxii. Virgil, lib. 11. Gcorg. ver. 143. & lib, iii, vcr. 5*5, Kii 
Mund.Subterr.toia.it 
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t&kitig updn tis to prefer the authority df one t& that of 
Mother, fince they may be all, for aught we know, and 
as the moft judicious among them feem to infinuate^ 
equally nriilaken. We fhatt begin with Latium, which 
rofe, by degrees, to be the feat of a powerful republic, and 
^f ,an empire which had no other bounds than thofe of 
our hemifphere. Old Latiuip, which from the banks Of 7%i inka^ 
the Tiber extended no farther than fouthward to the Cir- hinmtsof 
caean promontory, being bounded on the north by th« Old ana 
Anio, and on the eaft by Mount Algidus, only eighteen a^ 
miles diftant from Rome, was, at di^erent times, inba* 
bited by the following nations * ; the Aborigines, Pelafgi, 
Arcades, Siculi, Aurunci, and Rutuli : New Latium, 
which reached to the Liris» was poiTeffed by the Volfcf, 
CMci, Aofones, Coriolani, Fidenates, and Sicani. Some 
hiftorians are of opinion, that the Aborigines were fo call«- Ahrigmeit 
ed, becaiafe they had been in Italy from the beginning, 
and did not derive their origin from any other country: 
others, changing the name of Aborigines into Aberfigi* 
nes, hold that th^y were a wandering people, fuch beings 
the in^port of that word, who, coming from different coun* 
tries, met accidetally in Italy, and there lived by rapine •• 
Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, perfuaded that they came 
froixr Arcadia, propofes two other opinions^ either that 
th«y wtve ftyled Aborigines, becaufe they \\vtd on moun*^ 
tains, in which the Arcadians took great pkafure f or be^ 
eaufe ^hey gave origin to the Latins ^ whi being deften<t* 
ed from theib, called them Aborigines, that is, the peo- 
ple from whoim they derived their opginv Th^ appella- 
tion of Aborigines, in the firft acceptation, is derived 
from the Greek words ergon genos^ that is, natives of th$ 
miHntmm \ in the fecond, frpn^ the Latin word mgo^ wbfcb 
imports origin. The above mentiorted writer takes theoi 
to be one and the fame people with the GEnotrii, wbo^ 
leaving their nrative country Arcadia, croffed the fea, and 
fettled in Latium, above fouir himttred y^ars before tbe 
Trojan war. 

Tne Pelafgi were originally rdbponnefians, who, b^ ?tU^ 
ing driven out of their country by the Curetes and Lele- 
ges, fettled firft in Theflaly, and removed from thence 
into that part of Italy which is watered by tlie Po, where 
they built the city of Spina. Some of them croifed this 
Apennines, joined the Aborigines, and| having mad^ 

. « Win. lib. la. cap. 5» • - .» Vide Vvdtvt. de Orig. Roman. 
^ Dion. Hal. lib.i* Antiq. Rom. cap. la 

Z 2 them« 
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tbetnfclves mailers of great part of Umbria and Hehruriaj 
firove the Siculi out of thefe countries, and obliged tbcm 
joifly for refuge into Sicily. They likewife toojt fevcral 
cities of Campania from the Aurunci ; but, at length, 
being affliftcd with many calamities, they abandoned their 
conquefts, and returned to Greece ^ From them the 
» • • Aborigines borrowed many cuftoms of Greece. About 
Anmdih fixty years before the Trojan war, another colony arrived 
from Peloponnefus, in a port of Latium, under the con- 
duft of Evander the Arcadian, who being kindly received 
' * by Faunus, at that time king of the country, and fufiercd 
to fettle on a fmall uncultivated hill near the Tiber, in- 
troduced the worfliip of the gods of his country, and 
taught the inhabitants the ufe of the Greek letters (S)i 
and of ftiinged inftruments of mufic. By thefe means he 
reformed the cuftoms, and foftened the manners of the 
Aborigines, who, at the time of his arrival, ftiil lived 
after a favage manner, and without any regulation of 
jaws **. Another colony of Arcadians and £Ieans> arriv- 
ing in Latium, with Hercules, are faid to have fettled 
there, and made one people with thofe who accompanied 
^vantler. • 

ZUvlu . Xhe Siculi were, according to Dionyfius of Halicar- 
naflui}, the firft inhabitants of Latium ; but being drivea 
from thence by thje Aborigines, Pelafgi, and otherna- 
jtions, froni all the countries of Italy, they took refuge in 
Sicily (T). The Aurunci, or Arunci, were originallf 

6 Idem ibid. ^ Dion. Hal. ibid< p. 25. 

f 

(S) The Greek characters to be one and the fame people 

were the firft which the La- with the Sicani. \£ this opi- 

tins made ufe of. Of this there nion be true, they came on- 

iwas ftill remaining a plain ginally from Spain, acconfii^' 

.proof in the time of Auguftus; to Dionyfius of Halicarnaflbs, 

•to wit, the treaty between Thucydides, and PbsUftus, an 

•Tarquin the Proud, and the ancient Sicilian wri«^ • bati 

Gabii, which was written in according to Diodorus ^culas, 

Latin words, but Greek let- from Sicily, that author bdns 

' ^- tcrs, on a wooden Ihield cover- of opinion, that the Sicam 

"ed with the ikin of the ox that inhabited Sicily from the firl 

had been facrificed on that oc-. ages of the world. Sophocki 

cafion(i). _ fays, they were called Sic«fi 

- (T) As to the origin of the from one Siculus their king. 
•Siculi, Pliny (2) takes them 

. (i) Dionyfius- Halicar. lib. iv. p. 246, (2) Pltn. lib. ni. 

<ap« 5. 

Aufonci; 
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Aufones * ; of whom hereafter. Virgil fpeaks of them Auruncu 
as a Trojan colony '. The Rutuli were defcended from Rutuii. 
-the Aborigines. Thefe were the various nations which^ 
at different times, had been matters of all, or great part 
of Latium, before the arrival of JEneas. 

In New Latitim the Volfci were a very warlike people ; ^i^fii* 
but ancient authors give no account of their origin : they 
only tell us, that they had a language peculiar to them- 
felves. Their territory comprehended one of the moft* 
confiderable portions of Old Latium. The Ofci, Opici, QA^'- 
or Obfci, were defcended from the Aufones (U). The 
Fidenates were a colony of the Albani, and the Coriolani f^^^**otes,' 
of the Volfci. As to the Aufones, they came originally ^^^'^'^'• 
from Greece, and were one of the moft ancient colonies 
that fettled in Italy (W). From them firft the countries 
where they fettled, and afterwards all Italy, took the name 
of Aufonia. 

Next to Old Latium lay Hetruria, which was inhabited Bitrufcu 
by the Tyrrhenians, called alfo Hetrufci, Etrufci, Tufci, 
and fometimes Thufci. The name of Tyrrhenian^ they 
borrowed from their leader Ty rrhenus ; that of Hetrufci, 
from one of their kings ; and the laft from the Greek 
word thuo^ Ufacrifice^ the Hetrufcans having be^n (killed 
above all other nations, in the ceremonies that were ufed 

« Ariftot. Polit. lib. vii* cap. lo. Servius in lib. vii. ^neid* 
Ifaac Tzetzes, p. an. ^ Virg. Georg« lib. ii. ver. 385. 

' (U) From their name cty- by new adventurers, they rc- 

mologifts derive the Latin word tired to that part of Campania^ 

0hfcoenus^phfc€ne\ for they had which lies between Teanum 

the charad&sr of being licen- and Capua (a). They were 

dous in their converfation, and called Aufones, according to 

Jewd in their manners, above Diopyfius pf HalicarnaiTus, 

the reft of the inhabitants of from Aufon, the ion of Ulyf- 

Italy. Their language wag fes by Calypfo, whom he fup- 

diflerentfrom that of the Ro- pofea to have reigned over 

mans ; for Ennius ufed to them while they were in La- 

boaft, as Gellius informs us( 1 }, tium. But that writer is mif- 

that he could fpeak Ofcian, taken, fince they had the name 

Greek, and Latin. of Aufones long before the ar- 

(W) They firft planted rival of -^neas, and confe- 

theirifelves in New Latium; quently before the fuppofed 

but being driven from thence king Aufon could be born, 

(0 Aul. Gell. lib. xvii. (&) Bion. Hal. lib. vi, cap. 5. 

i: 3 •• . ^ in 
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in .performing facrifices >. Thev came or igaally^ ac£ord« 
ing to tbe common opinion both of the Greek and Lajtm 
writers, from Lydia, under the conda£i of Tyrrhenujj 
and, arriving in Italy, fettled firft in that tra£l which lies 
between the Adriatic fea and the Apennines, after having 
driven out the Umbri, and taken from them, as Pliny in- 
forms us ^, three hundred cities. Being animated by the 
foccefs that attended them on their firft arrival, they ex« 
tended their conquefts beyond the Apennines, and made 
themfelves mafcers of the territories of Nola and Capua,, 
and almoft of the whole coaft of that fea, which from 
them took the name of Tyrrhenian. Thefe countries they 
held till the invaGon of the Gauls, when they were driven 
from the coaft of the Adriatic fea by that warlike natiooi 
f^nd from Campania by the Latins : fp that they were ob- 
liged to take refuse in that cpuntry which lies betwte 
tlie MacA and Tiber, and is called by all the ancieoti 
Hetrurta. 

f^fwrtf* There is a great diiagreement atnoi^ authors relating to 

the origin of the Ligures. Dionyiiusof HalicarnaiTusownSi 
that he cannot determine whether they were defcende^ 
from the Gauls, or from fome of the ancient nations iflr 
habiting Italy. Strabo, fpeaking of the various tribes Iitt 
ing among or near the Alps, fays, that they were all oii" . 
ginally Gauls, except the Ligures * ; and elfe where feems 
inclined to believe, that Liguria was firft peopled by 
Greek colonies. Some carry up their origin to the fiibo- 
lous heroes of antiquity, and others, led by the fimilito^e 
of names, to the Ligyes mentioned by lierodotus *ya< 
attending Xerxes in his expedition into Greece. The 
Ligyes are placed by fome ancieat geographers in Colcbfib 
by others in Albania. Sextus Pompeius will have tte 
Ligures to be defcended from the Siculi ^ ; but the mot 
common opinion is, that they came originatiy from Cehis 
Caul(X}. 

The 

I Vide %>rvjum in lib. i. Mntn\. Ifidor. de Origin. & Brkt 

J'n Hiftoric. DcfcriDt. Tu/cor. t vWn. lib. ii. cap. 4. * Stnb. 

ib. ii. k Hcrodot. lib. vii. 'cap. 79, 1 Sext. Ptrnf, 

. (X) 0/ *V** onmn Cluve- ga.ve to the Po, to expre& At 

rius (i) difcovcrs iome traces depth of that river. Tin 

m the word Bodincus^ which word hoJeu^ as the fame wriiff 

was, according to Polybius and obferves, is Aill ufed by ti« 

F^pyt' *« «^^ «be Ligures Geriuao*, ahd fignifies h0ttm\ 

(1) Cluver. |ta}. Antiq. lib. iiM 

whence 



Tbt TJt^bd are coupt€4 by the Ronwn vrite^ atocmg ipmbrL 
thofe nations of whc^e origin we have mo records, zn4 
therefore ftyled thje Aborigines of Italy. The name of 
Umhrif or Otobri, Plii^y ® derives from the Greek Word 
mbr9S^ fignifyiog a Jhowir^ becaufe they had efcaped 
> deluge^ :0K:c9fiDn€^ by violent ih.ower$, which ha4 
laid their l^nds uoder water. Befoie the arrival pf th^ . 
Tvcrheoians, they poffeiied great part of thpt country 
sroich .was afiierwards kno^vn by the name of Cifalpin^ 
Gaul ^ Imt were driven fro^ thence by the Tyrrhenians^ 
as the Tyrrhenians were expelledi in their tum^ by th^ 
Gauls* 

ThfiSabini were^ according to fome ancient writers* a Sabit^^ 
colony of Lacedaemonians ; accprdine to others, the off- fi^fntts, 
fpring of the Aufones. The name ot Sabini they took, if ^'"'^'' ^ 
Portius Catp is to be credited} from Sabin]us^ the fon of 
Sancusy or Sabus> whom they worfhipped under the namj^ 
of Dius Fidius. From the Sabini were defcended the Pi- 
ceates, Frenuni, Marructni, P.eligni, Veftini, Marfi^ 
j£qu], Herniciy and the Samnites ; from the Samnitesi 
the Hirpiniy Lucani, &utii,'and Campani. 

The CEnotri wcre^ according to the moft ancient Oenvtriu 
writers, originally Arcadians. Dionyfius of Halicamaffus 
fays, that they were the firft Greeks who pafTed the lo* 
nian fea, and fettled in Italy, under the conduft of QEno** 
trus and Peuc^tius, two fons of Lycaon, king of Arcadia* 
Peucetius landed at the lapygjan promontory, made him- 
felf mailer of Apulia and Ualabria, and, from his owq 
name, called the inhabitants Peucctii ; and hence tha( 
tra£t was named Apulia Peuceti^. CEnotrus landed o^, 
the oppofite coaft, and pofTefled himfelf of Lucania ai)4 
Brutium. From him this traft Was called OEnotriat an4 
not from the Greek word oims^ as Sencius " precoidst 
becaufe this country produced great plenty of excellent 



n 



PHq, lib. iii. cap^ 4. » Servii^t ia lib, i. ^Hj^id* 



irhepce be concludes, that the oorded. lip\9rpver« it iscertida 

Ligures had the fame origin that they were foxne of dk 

ft'iikk the ti^bitants of Ger* moil ancifift iohabitap^s of 

Biany, who were, beyond all Itjaly; and confequeotly, that 

doubt, fo many .brapebcs of the they croiTed; the Alps many 

ancient Celt». B^it when, or ag© before thofe G^^9. from 



what Qccafion, diefe Gauls whom Ciia}|^ (^ud.^O^k iti 
removed from their native name, 
country, we ftnd no where re- 

Z 4 wines. 
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wines. The GSnotrians fpread themfelves afterwards into 
Umbria) and» according to fome writers, as fsMr as La- 
tium and the country of the Sabini ( Y). 

The Grotoniatcs, Locrenfcs, Tarcritini, Mefiapii, A- 
puli, Salentint, Calabri, and lapyges* were, beyond all 
doubt, of Greek extrafiion, and fettled in that part 
of Italy, from them, calle4 Great Greece, many age* 
after the Umbri, Siculi, and Aufones, which three na- 
tions are reckoned, by moft of the ancients, among the 
Aborigines, or natives of Italy, as if they had been there 
from the beginning, and did not derive their origin from 
any other nation. Of the Gauls, and their different tranf- 
migrations into Italy, we (hall have occaCon to fpeak in a 
more proper place (Z). SECT 



(Y) A modern writer is of 
-opinion, that the CEnotrqs of 
the ancients was Noah, who, 
to avoid theinfults and evil de- 
figns of Ham, c%me with Ja- 
pheth and Gomer into Italy, 
and reigned in Latium under 
the name of Janus, which, he 
derives from the Hebrewydt/Vi, 
;ind the Chaldee jaino^ figdi- 
fying "a'/fff, becaufe he firft 
planted vines, and difcovered 
the fccret of preffing grapes, 
and making their juice potable 
Vi). For this rea(bn the 
Greeks call him CEnotrus, 
which, in Greek, anfwers the 
furname of Janus. But, after 
»H, thefe are only conjectures, 
ff\kic\i every one pa^y adopt or 
reject as he pleafes. Some are 
of opinion, that the (Enotrii 
were'the firft inhabitants of 
Italy ; but moft of the ancients 
teil us, that the country where 
they fettled on their arrival 
Was firft polTefled bjr the Au- 
fcncs, whom they drove out. 
' (Z) Thus far we have relat- 
ed what we find in profane hif- 
^rians concerning the iirft in- 



habitants of Italy. But Eufe- 
bius and Cedrenus (z), look* 
ing upon their accounts as fii- 
bulous, tell us, that Italy was 
firft peopled by the defcendents 
of Kittim, the fourth ion of 
Javan, who being planted ia 
that part of Greece, which has 
been fince called Macedon, 
fpread themfelves, as their 
numbers increafed, as far as 
•jErolia, and from thence ad- 
vanced in queft pf a tnoxc fer- 
tile foil, to the coails of the 
Adriatic iea, which they croff* 
ed, and fettled at lafl in that 
fruitful and pleafant country, 
which was afterwards knowa 
by the name of Italy, The 
opinion of thefe writers is, \^ 
fome degree, confirmed lij 
what we read in Suidas, who 
telU us, in exprefs terms, that 
the Latins were anciently cafi* 
ed Ketii. Befides, Dionyiiiii 
of Halicarnaffus mentions*! 
city in Latium, called Keceai 
and Ariftotle fpeaks of a laki^ 
nearCumas, namedKetus(3)* 
Reineccius, falling in iratfc 
£ufebiu8 and Cedrenus, is ol 



(i) Vide Kirchcr in Latio Antiq« & Nova (•) JEufcb. m 

Cl^roa. ^ Cedren. lib. i. Annal. (3) Ariilot. de Mirab. 

, ' opinion^ 
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SECT. III. 

Of the Ancient Kings of Hetruria, Latium^ and Alba* 

'T'HE Hetrurians and Latins are the only two nations Ofthe^o* 
^ in Italy of which we find any thing recorded worth 'vernment 
mentioning, before the foundation of Rome. We are ^«^W' 
told, indeed, that the Umbrians and Ligurians made once Jient^t" 
a great figure 5 that the former were matters of the beft truriom. 
part of Italy, and that the latter were goyerned by their 
own kings, princes of great power, many ages bet ore the 
arrival of jEneas in Latium : but this is all we know of 
them till their wars with the Romans rendered them more 
famous. We Ihall therefore confine ourfelves to the He- • 
. trurians and Latins. Of the former we ihall fpeak here- 
after more at length. As for Latium, we know but very ' 
little concerning the ancient ftate of that country ; and the 
little we know is fo blended with fable, as to leave us na 
way of diftinguifliing the truth. n 

The kings we find mentioned as reigning in Latium,- The kin^i 
before the arrival of -^neas, are Picus, Faunus, and La- ofLattum. 
tinus. Picus is fuppofed by Virgil '', and others, to. have *^* 
been the fon of Saturn ; but VofTius is of opinion, that 
there never reigned any king of that name in Latium, and 
looks upon all that is faid of Picus as quite fabulous. The 
next king is. Faunus, fuppofed to have been the fon of Faunus. 

• Vide Virgil, lib. vii. ^neid. vcr. 48, 49. 

opinion, that Italy did not iBtolia, or, as the Greeks 

take that name from Italus, write it, Aitolia. The way into 

king of the (Enotrians^ but fo pleafant a country being 

from ^tolus, and a colony of once known, it was not long 

^tolians, that is, of the de- before the Pelafgi, the Area- ^ 

fcendents of Kittim, who, un- dians, and other Greek nations, 

der him, fettled in that coun- followed their countrymen, 

try- He obferves, that by and fettled in the eallern and 

-only throwing out the firft let- fouthern parrs of Ita^ly, while 

ter of iEtolia, and changing the Tyrrhenians from Lydia 

the o into a^ which change is and the Celtae, afterwards call- ' 

Found in the name of jEthalia, ed Ligurians, from beyond 

an. ifland near Italy, peopled the Alps, planted themlelves 

by the ^Etolians, it becomes in the weftern and northern 

Italia; fo that Italy, according provinces. Tfeus was Italy, 

«o thefe writers, was firfl peo- before the arrival of jEneas, 

pled by the defcendents of poffefled by Gi^eks, Lydians, 

K.itcim, who had fettled in andCeltae. 

Picus. 
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Picas. In his time Evander landed with a colony of Ar« 
cadians, in a port of Latium ; and^ !being allowed byhim 
to fettle with his followers on a fmall uncultivated hill 
near the Tiber, buUt theie a jcitj, which he called Pal- 
lantium, that being the name of the capital of his domi- 
nions in Arcadia^ which he had been coaftnnned jio kafe 
, for having accidentally killed his father Echcnvofi. Faunas 
tuuiwm* ^^ fucceeded by Latinus, his fon, according to Vicgil% 
bom of a nympb named Marica ; acoordiag to otbersy hj 
one of the mtftrefles of Hercules ; for that beso is hid t9 
have arrived in Latium during Faunus^s i^ign. Fmiojm 
had marriedf to his firft wife, his own fitter Fauaa, a &• 
mous prophetefs \ but as ihe brought him no childnen^ ;and 
a fon was bom to him after his marriage witk Herories' 
miftrefs,. it was tfaon^ that dbe child was rather Her- 
cules' fon than his. But boweyer that be, tbe nwmt of 
Mnioi «r« ikitimis is v^y famous in biftory, not on account mi volJ 
^lutium military ezpknis performed by him, but for the arvcral ol 
j£neas in Latitim, which happened in his reign. 
/ This prince was engaged in a war with the Hatuli, ia 
wbich he was attended with vciy indifier^ JTuccels, 
when news were brought him that a foreiga aeaiy had 
made a defcent on his coafts, pillaged the maikime pait 
of his dominions, and were fortifying theo&liKs in a 
camp, at a fmaH diftance from> the fea. He fortliwidi 
marched againft them with all his forces, hoping 6^ oUigc 
them to re*e^back, and abandon his jdonunions, srithoot 
meeting with any great refiftance from a band of of vaga- 
bonds, as he fuppoied, or pirates, come only to feekfor 
plunder ; but jSnding them, as h^ drew near, m^cU s^rroed, 
and regularly drawn up in battalia, -he thoi^ght it advis- 
able to forbear engaging troops that appeared fo wett 
difciplined % and, initead of venturing a battle, 4ofired a 
parley. In this conference, Latinus underftan,ding who 
they were, and being, at the fame time, ftrack vrith ter^ 
ror, and touched with compaffion for thofe brave h%kt un- 
fortunate men, entered into a treaty with them, and 
afligned them a traft of land for a fcttlement, on <:oiidi- 
tion that they fhould employ their arms, and exert their 
valour, in defence of his dominions, and Ioq)c upon 1;he 
Rutuli as a common enemy. This condition iEneas rpa.- 
dily accepted, and complied with his cngaj[ement fo faith- 
fully, that Latinus came, at length, to r^pofe an eivtire 
confidence in the Trojan ; and^ in proof of ijk, gave him 

p Va£ de Orig. Idol. Hb. i. 

Lavinia^ 



I^vi^a^ Wf 4a¥glHer!attd bsi2y chHd^ in marriagei fecor-* MaMu 
iag jtx) him, by that <i>iatch, the fucceilion to the throne of ^«'*'w««* 
X«atlam. ^nea$» tpteftiff bis gratitude to Latinus, azid 
3fic£):ion for Laviaia, gave her name to the camp he had 

?itchedj and, indeed oif Troy ealied it Lavinium. U he 
Vojans followed the example of their leader ; and, by 
matrkges, makhig alliances with Latin families, became, 
la a ihort time, one and the fame people with the Latins. 
In the mean time Tumu$, the qtieen's nephew, edu- 
cated in the palace, under the eye of Latinus, iviththe 
view of marryit^ Lavinia, and fucoeeding to the throne, . 
feeing the princefe beftowed on a ftranger, aod ail his 
views defeated, Vent over to the Rutuli; by exciting 
the jealottfy of that people, he brought en a batde be<« 
tween them ^nd the Latins, in wltich both he and La- 
linus were killed. Thus ^neas, by the death of bis £a« Succuds f 
(her-in-law, and by that of a trouUefome rival, <ibtaiad8 ^^' *'»4r- 
thc quiei poffeiEon of the kingdom of Latium, which ht ^?* «/^^- 
governed with great wifdom, and traafmitted to his pof- 
jcrity«. 

^neas is faid to have reigned three years, during whidi 
time he eftabliihed the wor^ip of the gods of his own 
country, and to the religion of the Latins addbd that of 
Troy. The two paliadiums, which had been the pro- 
testors of that city, became the tutelar deities of Lavi« 
fiium, and, in after-ages, of the whole Homaa empire* 
The worihip of Vefta was likewife introdaced by iEaeas, 
and virgins, from her called Vcftals, were appointed to / 
keep a nre continually burning, in honour of that goddefs. 
Jupiter, Venus, and many other deities, who had been 
revered in Troy, became, in all likelihood, knpwn^o the 
lL«atins by means of ^neas ; a circumftance which gave 
occafion to the poets to reprefent him un Aer the cbarai£ler 
of a pious hero. 

While ^neas was thus employed, the Rutuli, ancient 
etxemies of the Latin name, entering into an alliance with 
IVlezentius king of the Tyrrhenians, took the field with a 
clefign to drive out thole new-comers, .of whofc power 
^bey began to cpnceive no fmaU jealoufy. /Eneas march* 
ed. out againft them, at the head of his Trojans and La- 
tins. A battle enfued, which lafted till night, when 
.iEneas, being pufhed to the banks of the Numicus, M^hich ' 

ran clofe by Lavinium, and forced into that river, was Death rf 
tli^re drowned. The Trojans concealed his body ; and, ^ntas. 

9 Lhr. ]|b« i. cap* x. D»n« Hal. lib. i. p. 46^ 5?, 

pretending 
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pretendin? that he had vanifhcd away on a fudden^ made 
him pafs for a deity among his credulous iiibje£ls, who 
accordingly ere£ted a temple to him^ under the title of 
Jupiter Indiges ' (A). Such was the, end of ^neas, the 
Trojan prince fo much celebrated by the Greek slnd Latm 
poets. 
dfcmiut* Upon the death of .^Sneas, his fon Euryleon, called alfo 
Afcanius and lulus, afcended the throne (B); but as the 
young king did not think it advifeabie to ^^eAtdre a battle^ 
m the very beginning of his reign, with a formidable 
enemy* who promifed himfe)f great fuccefs from the death 
of ^neas, he had the prudence to confine himfelf within 
the walls of Lavinium, and to try, whether he could, by 
an honourable treaty* put an end to fo dangerous a war. 
But, the haughty Mezentius demanding of the Latins, a$ 
one of the conditions of a peace, that they fliould pa^ 
Mm yearly, by way of tribute, ail the wine produced in 
the territory of Latium, Afcanius rejeSed the propofal 
with the utmoft indignation. Having caufed ail iSie vines 
throughout his dominions to be confecrated to Jupiter, 
and thus put it out of his power to comply with the ene- 
my's requeft, he refolved to make a vigorous fally, and 
try, whether he could, by force of arms, bring the in- 
fulting Tyrrhenian to more reafonable terms. The main 
body of the enemy's army was encamped at fome diftance 
from Lavinium ; but Laufus, the fon of Mezentius, with 
the flower of their youth under his command, lay in- 
trenched at the very gates of the city. The Trojans, who 

r Dion. Hal. lib. i. p. 51* 



(A) The infcription, accord- 
ing to Aurelius Vi6lor, was 
conceived in thefe words, Pa- 
tri Deo Indlgeti. The word 
inJigeSy in the Latin tongue, 
fignified one of thofe gods who 
had been of the race of men, 
and at length ^ were deified. 
The t«mple, or tomb of iEne- 
aS) in the time of Dionyfius 
Halicarnaifenfis, was nothing 
but a riiing fpot of ground fee 
round with trees. Perhaps, 
fays that writer, it was the 
tomb of Anchifes, who died 



but a year before his ion (i). 
Livy likewife tells us, thai 
^neas had divine honours paid 
him under the name of Jupitci 
Indiges (2). 

(B) Euryleon was, accord- 
ing to fome, the (on of ./Eneas 
byCreufa; according to others, 
by Lavinia. He was called 
Afcanius from a river in Phry- 
gia, bearing that name, and 
II us, which name was after- 
wards changed into Ivilus, from 
Ilium or Troy. 



(1) Dion. HalicarnaC lib.!, p. 51. 



(>) Liv. It 3. i. 



bad 
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lad been long accuftomed to make vigorous falltes, 
marching Qut in the night, attached the poft where Lau- 
fus comrfianded, forced his intrenchmcntSi and obliged 
the troops he had with him to fave themfelves by flight to 
the main body of the army that was encamped on the 
plain -, but the uhexpefted arrival and overthrow of their 
advance-gu^rd (truck them with fuch terror, that, inftead 
of (lopping the flight of their companions, they fled with 
thera, in great diforder, to the neighbouring mountains* 
The Latins purfued them, and, in the purfuit, Laufus 
was killed ; whofe death fo difcouraged Mezentius, that 
he immediately fued for peace ; which was granted him, 
upon condition, that for the future^ the Tiber ihould be 
the boundary between the Latin and Hetrurian territories'. 
In the mean time Lavinia, who had been left with child 
by uEneas, entertaining a ftrong jealoufy of the ambition 
of hei- fon-in-law, retired to the woods, and was there 
peaceably delivered of a fon, who, from his father, was 
named JEneas,- and, from the. place of his birch, had the 
furname of Sylvius: but as the queen's flight, who had 
difappeared on a fuddeii, raifed fufpicions at Lavinium 
prejudicial to the reputation of Afcanius, he ufed all pof- 
Cble means to remove them, caufed diligent fearch to be 
made after Lavinia, calmed her fears, and prevailed upon 
her to return to t"he town, with her fon, whom he ever 
after treated as a brother, Lavinium grew every day more 
populous; but, as it was in reality the patrimony of La- 
vinia, and the inheritapce of her fon Sylvius, Afcanius 
refolved to refign it to them, and build, elfewhcre another 
city for himfelf. This he made the place of his re(idence^ Afcanhu 
and the capital of his neyv: kingdom, calling it Alba Lon- founds At- 
ga ; /Mba from a white fow, which, we are told, ^neas, ^«^*^<»* 
had found in the place Where it was built ; and Longa, to 
diftinguifh it from anp'ther town of the fame name in the 
country of the Marfi, or rather becaufe it extended, with** 
out having much breadth, the whole length of a lake, near 
which it was built ^ (C). It was thirty years after the 
building of Lavinium,. that Afcanius fixed his abode at 

% Dion. Hal. ibid» Liv. lib. i. cap. 3. t Dion. Hal. p* 

5«, 53- Liv. Jib. i. cap. 3. Aur. Viftor, Orig. Rom, 

(C) It was built af Ian equal colony of Latins and Trojans* 

diftance from the lake and the The inhabitants of this city 

cnountain, probably between were called Albani, to diftin- 

the prefent city of Albano gui(h them from thofe of the 

widwthe lake of Ca(i:el Gandol* other Alba, who were called 

iby and peopled by a mixed Albenfes. 

. ' '" • Alba; 
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A>(ya ; and there He cK^d/ after a reign of about tfairtj* 
eigKt years, twelve of which he had refided at bis new 
fetttement. He left a fon called lulus ; fo that betweeq 
him and Syiyius lay the right of fucceflion to the Latin 
throne, the latter being the fon, and the former the 
^andfon, of ^neas. 

The Latin9| not thinking it their intereft to contkivc 
d^Tfdedf as it were, into two ftates, refolved to unite Alh^ 
and LaTtnttim into one fovereignty. As Sylvius was bom 
of Lavinia the daughter of Latinus, and had thereby an 
umiottbted title to the kingdom of his grandfather, wbeie^ 
as the other was but the fon of a (Iranger, the Latins be- 
ftow«d the crown on Sylvius, and, to m^ke lulus >foiii< 
amends, decreed to him the favereign power in affairs of 
religion ; a power which thenceforth continued in \m &« 
niily. Sylvius was fuccceded by thirteen kings of Ac 
fatne race, who, for near four hundred years, reigned at 
AJba ; but we fcarce know any thing of them, befides 
their names, and the years of their refpeSive rngnir 
^neas Sylvius died, after a reign of twenty-nine ycm. 
Hrs fon, called alfo /Eneas Sylvius, governed Latiuai 
tl^ty-one years. Latinus Sylvius, who fucceeded' hsnu 
flayed the fceptre for the fpace of fifty-one years. AHn( 
reigtied thirty-cAne ; Capetus, by Livy named Atys, tw«i» 
fy-fixi Gapis twenty-eight 5 and Capetus thirteen. Tiber* 
kivp^V who fucceeded him, engaged in a war, which pfoy<^ 
fatal to him ; for, in a battle, which was fought on the faaQJ|| 
^'fhe^Albula, he A^a$ forced into that river, and dsowMA« 
From him:th^ xvrtx took the name of Titer, which i^tj^ 
te^ffte ever finte.. ^^grippa fucceedeaTiberlnus, aft^r.^ 
riljpi of eight years ,- and left the throne, which he K^ 
hcMforty-oneye^s, .to Atladiusi he feigned ninet<|B|| 
^d wa^ fucceeded by Avdntinu^^ who left his nam^i» 
ttK} hill Aventintrs, where he was interred. Procas^ ^tIa 
ftfcccedied him, attd reigned twenty-three years, wa« Ai^ 
fether of Namitor and Amuliua, and, at his dejithj tie^ 
^•weatfeetf Ae throne to his eldeft fon Numitor. But 
JfeTMilitw, who furpafled his brother in courage and under' 
{landing, drove him frqm the throaej and, to le<nnreit 
fdr himielf, murdered .^£geft.U8, Niintitor^s only ion, curi 
confecrated his daughter Rhea Sylyja tp the woribm of 
Vdflia ; by which cpnfecration 0ie was obUged to vaw jMlff 
pei(!^a] virginitv. !l^ut this precautlbtf proved ineffef9.fiii| 
for, as the veital wa^ going to a neighbouring fpring 19 
&tch water for the:;gp£formance of a fadrrfice to Mar$, jhi 
was met, and ravifbed, by a man di%Qifed in a miiitsuf 
babit, like that in which the god Mars was reprefented. 

Some 
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Some mitliord t]rih>i1t) thftt this counterfeit Mars ttras a lover 
who m«t her bjr appointn^enf; otbefs charge Amulius 
himfelf witfar uSrig this violence to his niece, not fo much 
td gratify his luft, as t6 have s( pretence to deftroy her ; 
tbt^ ever after I he caiiffed her to be carefully v(atcbed, 
till (he was delivered of two fons ; then, exaggerating her BirtA, edw 
Clime in an adfcmMy of tbe people, be prevailed upon cation, and 
fterii to- fentence fe# t6 death, tt^A to condettin the fruit of ^'ventures 
her criminal amour, to be thrown into the Tiber. The ^f ^^tltt 
fUthtt^i^ agafflft Rbea was, aee<?rdiEfg to fome authors, ^^^^^ 
etraA^d by AmuKoS, at the reqaeft -^f his daughter An^ 
Ibb, ?nto perpertrat confinement, bi»t e^iecuted againft tht 
Wit)/di who, being laid in a wooden trough, and carried 
to thte foot of ISiount i*Alatine, where there turned adrifk 
on tfrd Tiber, which, at that tirAe, overflowed its banks» 
Biit the wind atnd ft^e*m proved fo favourable, that, at tb^ 
fall ijf the watfir, th^ Hro infants Were left fafe on the 
ftratid^ arid there h-ippily foimd by Fatiftttlus, the chief of 
the king's fttepherds, and fuckled by his wife Acca Lau*- 
rentia, who, for her difor derly Kfe, was called Lupa : and 
this a^^Hatioh probably gave rife to the fabulous miracle 
*>f ^htir bein^ nt»¥red by a wotf \ 

' As- KAfttriirs Wafs ptohably weH acquainted with the Educatii 
birth of the twins, he took more than ordinary care of their ^ F^tvfiu* 
education, and fent tfiem to Gabii, X6 be initrufled there w% 
in Qr^ak Htthiture «^. As they ^w up, they appeared 
to faaV^ fbmethin^ great in their mefn and air, which 
^ttMoHnandedrefpeft ; iahd the afccndant, which they af- 
fumed over the other ihepherds, made them dreaded in the 
forefts, where they exefcifed a fort of empire. A quarrel 
happening between the herdfmen of Amulius and thofe of 
Numitor,the twp brothers took the part of the former againft 
the I^ter ^ and, fonne blood being filed in the fray, the 
ndverfe party, to be levenged on Romulus and Remus 
(fo!r ft> the twisi9 were calied}^ ost Khe feftival of the Lu*. 
percalia (D), fikp|:ife<l Remits, and carried him before 

Numitor^ 

« Liv. ibid« capi 5^ Dion. Hal. p. 60— 63. FilK Pi£h>r, Portim 
Cato. & Capurnius.PiCbt apud eund. ^ Flut-in Rpmuio. 

(D) Valeriilis IVfazimvft pre- he is therein contradicted by 

^nds, that the feffival of the Livy (3), Dionyiius of Hali- 

Lupercalia was not older than carnaifus (4), and Plutarch (^), 

lie foundation of Rome. But who tell us in exprefs terms, 

(3) Li?, lib. 1. cap. 5. (4) Dibn, Hali'car. lib. u p. ^Sr 

^^3* (5) Plut. in Romule. 

that 
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Mumitor^ to be punifhed by him accordiog to his deferts. 
But Numitor, either by inftind or companions feeling 
himfelf touched in the prifoner's favour> aiked him. 
where he was born, and who were his parents. His an- 
fwer immediately ftruck Numitor with a lively remem- 
brance of his two grandfons : their age, which was about 
eighteen years, agreed with the time; when the two infants 
were expqfed upon the Tiber ; ajid there needed no moit 
to change his anger into tendernefs *. 

In the mean time, Romulus made preparations for re* 
fcuing his brother ^ but Fauftulus difclofing to him \m 
birth^ awakened in his breail fentiments worthy of his 
extraction. He refolved, at all adventures* to attempt 
the delivering of his mother and grandfather from ojh 
predion. With this view, he aflembled the country peiK 
f>le» over whom he had aflumed a kind of fovereignty, 
and engaged them to come to the city on an appointed 
day> and enter it by different gates, provided with arms, 
which they were to conceal. While Romulus was thug 
mini Numt" difppfing every thing for the execution of his defign, Nor 
ur u Ri' mitor made the fame difcovery to Remus concerning Ui 
parents, and the oppreilions they groaned under ; whi^ 
fp^redbim, that he was ready to embark in any^encer* " 



'm9h§ dif* 
thfes t9 
Romuius 
Mis birth i 
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X Dion. Hal. p. 64* ^lius 

that this feftivalwas, brought 
by Evander out of Gfeece. 
The cererponies obferved in it 
were thefe : in the firft place, 
two goats and a dog were kill- 
ed ; then the' foreheads of two 
young men of diftindion were 
touched with the bloody knife, 
and they were to laugh when 
they were thus touched. This 
being done, the ikinsofthevic* 
tuns were cut into thongs, and 
whips made of them for the 
young men, who fcoured the 
Greets and the fields all naked 
but their middle, and fcourged 
ihofe they met. The. young 
women offered tbemfelves to 
their ftrokes, fancying they con- 
tributed to fruitfulnefs. They 
ran naked, becaufe Pan, the god 
of (hepherds, was commonly 
reprefented in that manner* 



TuberOf apod eund. p. 65. 

Tiiey facrificcd a goat, hce$xjk 
that divinity was fuppoW t» 
have goat^ feet*. A dog mt 
added as a neceffary companion 
of a (Bepherd. Some have 
thought with Plutarch, thi^ 
thefe LUpercalia were infiit^i 
in honour of the wolf dik 
fuckled Romulus and Remmb 
But mdft other writers teil«%;' 
that they Were appoi 
honour of Pan, fi-om 
they borrowed their 
Pan being called in 
Af/fMi^, perhaps fron^ 
which aniWers the Latin 
^f^puu a njoolfy becaufe 
chief employment of Pan 
to drive' away the wolves 
the (heep he prote6ted. 
feftival was celebrated the 
teenth of February. 

prises 
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pri^e. But Numitor took care to moderate the tranfports 
of his grandfon, and only defired him to acquaint his 
brother with what he had heard from him, and to fend 
him to his houfe. Romulus foon came, and was followed 
by Fauftulus, who took with him the trough or ikifF, in 
ivhich the twins had been expofed, to (hew it to Numi<» 
tor ; but, as the {hepherd betrayed an air of concern and 
carneilnefs in his looks, he was ftopped at the gate of the 
city, led before Amulius, and examined concerning his 
. burden. It was eafily known by its make and infcription^ 
-which was ftill legible ; and therefore Fauftulus owned 
'ixrhat it was, and confefled that the twins Were living ; 
but, in order to gain time, pretended that they were feed** 
ing flocks in a remote defert ^ In the mean time, the 
ufurper's death being refolvcd on, Remus undertook to 
raife the city, and Romulus to inveft the king's palace. 
The country people came at the time appointed, and 
formed themfelves into companies, each confiding of a 
hundred men. They had no other enfignsthan bundles of 
hay hanging upon long poles^ which the Latins, at that 
timei called manipuli ; and hence came the name of ma- 
nipulares, originally given to troops raifed in the country. 7-^^ ^^. 
With this tumultuous army Romulus befet the avenues^ thront 
of the palace j forced the guard, and having killed the ty-* Amulius^ 
rant, after he had reigned forty-two years, reftored his ^^^ffi^^* 
grandfather Numitor to the throne *. i^umitor. 

Affairs being thus fettled at Alba, the two brothers, by Tkiy found 
the advice of Numitor, undertook the founding of a new ^ *'™' ^^ 
colony* The king beftowed on them thofe lands near the ^* 
Tiber, where they had been brought up, ' fupplied them 
with all manner of inftruments for breaking up ground, 
with flaves and beads of burden, and granted ^U liberty 
to his fubjeds to join them. Moft of the Trojans, of 
whom there ftill remained fifty families in Auguftus's 
time, chofe to follow the fortune of Romulus and Re- 
mus, ^ did alfo the inhabitants of two fmall towns, called 
Pallantium and Saturnia. For the more fpeedy carrying 
on of the work, it was thought proper to divide thofe, 
who were to be employed in the building of the city, into 
two companies; one under the conimand of Romulus^ 
the other of Remus; but this divifion, which was de<* 
figned purely with a view to the public welfare, and diat 
the two parties might work by way of einulation, gave 
birth to two fa£Uons, and produced a jealoufy between 

y'Plut. in Romulo. > Plut. U liv. ibid* cap. 5. 

Vol. IX. A a the 
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the two brothers, which broke out when ther came to 

choofe a place for building their new city : J^emiKi <)e» 

clared for the Aventine, and Rqinulus for the Palatine 

mount. The matter being referred to their grandfattei^ 

he advifed the contending parties to have recourfe to the 

gods, and to put an end to the difpute by aUgurj, to 

which he was himfelf greatly addi^ed. The day ap 

pointed for the ceremony being come, the brothers pofted 

thcmfelves each upon his hill; and it was agreed, tiiit 

whoever (hould fee the firft flight, or the greateft nium 

ber, of vultursy (hould gain his caufe. After the \m 

rivals had waited fome time for the appearance of a ft» 

vourable omen, Romulus, before any bad appeared, kd 

to acquaint his brother that he had feen fome vukiifsf. 

but Remus, having a£bually feen fix, while his brothef't 

mefiengers were yet on their way, haftened, on their tfr • 

rival, to Mount Palatine, to examine the truth of wlat 

they had reported. He had no fooner reached the ptac^ 

than twelve vulturs appeared to Romulus, Tbdk li 

immediately (hewed to his brother, and, tranfported nM ' 

joy, defired him to judge himfelf of the truth of wbstf Ul 

meflengers had told« However, Remus difcovered die 

deceit ; and being told, that Romulus had not fees dl 

twelve vulturs tiil after he had feen fix, he infifted oilll 

time of his. feeing them, and the other on the numhsrll 

birds he had feen. This difpute widened the breach bt^ 

tween the two brothers; and their parties being ditifeli 

while each man efpoufed the caufe of his leader, the Sk 

pute grew fo warm, that, from words, they came il 

length to blows* The (hepherd Fauftulus^ who wii 

equally dear to both the brothers, endeavouring to pat 

the combatants, was, by an unknown hand, laid dead 

the fpot. Some writers tell us^ that Remus likewife 

his life in the fray ; but the greater number place his 

later, and fay that he was killed, by one Fafatus, for 

ing, in derifion, leaped over the wall of the ne^ 

but Livy fays, the more common report was^ that 

fell by the hand of his brother * (E). K \ 

« Liv. lib. i. cap. 6, 7, IKon. Ha{. lib. i. p. 7s. Fliit 

Komulo. 



(E) Dionyfius bf Haficar- 
nafTos, Who is of opinion, thit 
Remus was killed before the 
fbundation of the new city, 
adds, that he was buried in a 



^ace called after hrs own 
Kemuria, about thirty 
longs fmm Rome; wtaA* 
tuacion feeming to him 
rooA coATtnient for boihiiflf ( 
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Homulus^ being now the only head of the colony, by Yr. of FJ. 
bstving fubdued hi$ brother's party in the late engage- 1600. 
xnenty applied his thoughts wholly to the building of the -^"^^ ^hr. 
city, which he propofed to call after his own name. He u C 
chofe Mount Palatine for its iGtuation, and performed all „ *. '• *^ 
Aofe cremonies which the fuperftidon of the Hetruriane Thefoun* 
had i»trodiiced. He offered facrifices to the gods ; and dation of 
from that time decreed, that eagles fhould be the aufpices ^^^*- 
of his new colony. Then great fires were kindled before 
their tent9» and all the people leaped through the flames 
to purify themfelves* When this ceremony was over^ 
they dug a trench round the fpot, where the afTemblies of 
the people were afterwards held, and threw into it the 
firft-fruits of whatever they Were allowed to make ufe of 
for food : every man of tne colony was ordered to call 
into the fame trench a handful of earth, brought either 
from his own, or fome neighbouring country. The trench 
they called Mundus^ that is, the Worlds and made it the 
centre, round which the city was to be built. Then Ro^^ 
mulus, yoking an ox and a cow to a plough, the coultei^ 
whereof was brafs, marked oat, by a deep furrow, the 
whole compafs of the city. Thefe two animals, the fym* 
bc^s of marriage, by which cities are peopled, were after-* 
wards flain upon the altar. All the people followed the 
plough, throwing inwards the clods of earth, which th0 
ploiigh-ihare fometimes turned outwards. VSTherever a 
gate was to be made, the plough was lifted jap, and car-^ 
ried \ and hence came the Latin word fortHy a ^afe^ de- 
rived from the verb poriare^ U carry (F). As Mount Pa- ' 

latinc^ 

city^^ he went thither, accord- (F) The Hetruriatis bad, as 

ihg to foitte writers, and, ac- Feftus informs us (i), a fort of 

cording to others, to Mount ritual, wherein were contained 

AventiDO, to obfervc the flight the ceretnontes that were to he 

cf the birds. Fellus fays, that dbferved in biiildihg cities, 

the furomit of Mount Aven- temples, altars, walls, and 

tine was called Remuria, from gates. Fabius Pidtor fays, thi^t 

the time Remus refolved to Romulus fent for a priefl, or 

build the city there ; but Dio- ^ augur, oiit of Hetruria, to pre- 

nylius of HalicarnalTus fpeaks fide at the huilding of his new 

of Mount Avcntinc and Re- city ; and Plutarch tells us, 

muria as two diflbrent places, that men from Hetruria taught 

Steffhanus will have Remuria the founder every rite he was 

to have been a city in the to obferve. The meaning of 

neighbourhood of Rome. the ceremonies we have men- 

(i) Felttts de Ling. Latin. lib* ii. 

A a 2 tioned 
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latine ftood by itfelf^ the whole was inclofed within thf 
line made by the plough^ which formed almoft the figure 

of 



tioned was as follows: they 
leaped through the flames, be- 
ing perfuaded that fo religious 
a ceremony required great pu- 
rity. The ox and cow were 
both white : their whitenefs 
was a fymbol of that purity of 
manners and innocence which 
ihould be the chara£ter of every 
citizen. Ifidorus (2) tells us, 
that an ox and cow yoked to- 

father, reprefented the foun- 
ation of cities, and fettlement 
of colonies. By throwing the 
firfl- fruits, and a handful of 
earth, into the trench, they 
admonifhed the heads of the 
colony, that it ought to be 
their chief ftudy to procure 
for their fellow-citizens all the 
conveniencies of life ; to main-* 
tain peace and union amongft 
a people come together from 
different parts of the world j 
and by this means to form 
themfelves iiito a body, never 
to be diflblved. By the care 
Which the people took to throw 
the clods of earth back towards 
the city, they were inftrudted, 
that plenty m cities is owing 
to the fruitful produds of the 
lands about them ; and that 
they ought to bring every 
thing from abroad which could 
contribute to the welfare of the 
inhabitants. 

The whole length of the 
ground where the plough had 
pafled, was, by the^ ancients, 
looked upon as facred and in- 
violable; and, for this rea- 
fon, they thought themfelves 
obliged to fpend the laft drop 
of their blood in the defence 



of their walb; and to break 
through them was a crime of 
the highefl nature. 

In (peaking of the founda<- 
tion or Rome, we have fbl* 
lowed the account which Livj, 
and, after him, moft of the 
Latin hiftorians giye us of tbat 
memorable event ; but Plu- 
tarch tells us (3}, that there is 
a great difagreement amoog 
authors,. both as to the founder 
of Rome, and the reafon why 
it was fo called. Some wcit^ 
of opinion, as that writer in- 
forms us, that the Pelafgians, 
who had over- run the greater 
part of the habitable woiid, 
fixed there, and from their 
power and iirength in anns,ia 
Greek ^^^D, called the city hf 
that name : others thought^ 
city was built by fbme TnjaB% 
who, efcaping from Trq^, 
were driven upon the coafis of 
Hetruria; among them loi 
Roma, a woman of difHndioBi 
whofe name was given to die 
new city : others pretended^ 
that Roma was the daughter« 
I talus and Lucaria, or of IV^ 
lephus, the fon of Hercukii^ 
and that ihe was married 0^ 
uEneas. Some will have her. 
to have been the daughter sC 
Afcanius, iEneas's fon. Tki- 
fame writer fpeaks of RooMfJ 
nus, the fon of Ulyfles i 
Circe; of Romus, the fop.! 
Emathion, whom Dioi 
feut from Troy ; and of 
mus, a king of the Latins, 
drove out the Hetrurians: 
each of thefe the building 
Rome has by fbme autl 



(»} lildor. lib. XXV, cap. 2. (3] Plut. in Romulo* 
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of a fquare ; whence by Dionyfius HallcarnafTenGs It Is 
called Roma Quadrata (G). 

As to the exafl: year of the foundation of Rome, there Time of its 
is a great difagreement among hiftorians and chronolo- founJatm* 
gers. Fabius Pidior, the moft ancient of aH the Roman 
writers, places it in the end of the feventh Olympiad ; 
that is, according to the computation of the learned 
Ufljcr, whom we choofe to follow, in the year of the 
world 3256, of the flood 1600, and 748 before the Chrif- 
tian aera (H). The Romans, if we may fo call them, 
began to build, as Plutarch ^ and others informs us, on 
the twenty-firft of April 5 which day was then confe- 
crated to Pales, goddefs of the fhepherds ; whence the 

fc Plutarch, ibid. 

been afcribed. SoHnus beftows the firft year of the fame 01 ym- 

that honour on £vander ; and piad ; Marcus Verrius Flac- 

adds, that Rome was firft call- cus, the fuppofed author of th^ 

ed Valentia ; while others, as Capitoline tables, and Liry, 

St, Auffin informs us (a), pre- in the fourth year of the fixih 

tend that its ancient name was Olympiad. But the moft exa£t 

Febris, borrowed from Februa, Roman writers follow Varro*s 

the mother of Mars. calculation, according to which 

(O) Plutarch feems to make the foundations of Rome were 

a 4iftin6tion between Roma laid near the end of the third 

Quadrata and the city of Rome; year of the (ixth Olympiad. 

for he (ays, that Romulus had Plutarch, from the teftimony 

built the former before he of fome ancient writers, telU 

narked out the plan of the lat- us, that an eclipfe of the fun 

ler. But the authorities of happened the firft day that 

Fabius Pi6tor, Cato, and Dio- Rome was founded, which was 

lyfius Halicarnailenfis, are of feen by Antimachus of 'f'eos. 

rreater weight with us* DionyfiusHalicamaiTenfis men- 

* (H) Timaus of Sicily thinks, tions another eclipfe (3), which 

liat Rome and Carthage were happened the fame day that 

»uilt much about the fame Romulus died. From thefe 

rmCy that is, thirty-eight years aftronomical obfervations fe« 

cfore the firft Olympiad. Q^ veral writers have attempted, 

;iiicius places the foundation by the help of the tables of 

f Rome in the fourth year of eclipfes, to fix the true «ra of 

^e twelfth Olympiad ; Fabius the foundation of Rome ; but 

j'^or, in the firft year of the the fruit of their labours has 

iffhth ; Polybius, and Dio- been nothing but endlefs dif- 

yrus Siculus, in the fecond putes, in which every one is 

»ar of the feventh Olympiad ; at liberty to choofe wh^t fide . 

^rtius Cato, and others, in hepleafes. . 

(x> Auguftin.de Civitat. Dei, lib. iii« . (3) Dion. Halie* 

►• ii. P- "5- ' rn- 1 

Aa 3 feilival 
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feftival of Palef, and that of the foundation of the cltfi 
-were afterwards jointly celebrated ^t Rome (I). 

When Rome bad received the utmoft perfe£Uon vhlch 
its poor and rude founder could beftow, it con&fted ^ 
about a thoufand houfes, or rather huts } and was, pro* 
perly fpeaking, a beggarly village, whereof the principal 
inhabitants followed the plough, being obliged to culi^ 
vate, with their own hands, the ungrateful foil of a bar- 
ren country. Even the walls of Romulus's palace were. 
.made of ru(hes, and covered with thatch. As every onf 
had chofen his ground to build upon, without any regard 
to the regularity and beauty of the whole, the ftreets, if 
we may fo call them, were both crooked and narrow. Ib 
ihort, Rome, till it was rebuilt after the burning of it by 
the Gauls, was rather a diforderly heap of huts than a 
^ity built with any regularity or order *. Froai this mean 
and contemptible begmning, Rome became the metropop 
lis and miflrefs of the known world, as we ihall kc in the 
fequel of this hiftory. 
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SECT. IV. 

flbe Hiftory (f the Umkriaus and Sahines ; togeiber 
with an Account of the other moft anciemi Itatim 

Nations. 

•T^HAT the TJmbrians were one of thofe early coloite 

* which firfl; came to Italy out of Afia, will admit of 

no difpute : but whether they were the defcendents e( 

Javan» or a branch of the Cerethites, or, laftly, a Cfxa^fQ^ 
tion of thofe two, it is not eafy to determine \ 
How this mod ancient people came to be called Umbvj 
or Umbrians, authors are not agrecid. Some thinks AttL\ 

cVal.Maic.Ub.iv. Dion. Hal. & Plut. ibid. <> Auguft. Cria»| 
Comment. Iier fur tous let Livres de TAnc. k do Mouv. T«te 
torn, ii. p. s«i-r'9?5' \ Paris, 17*4. Bocii. Phfil. lib. i. cap. ^ 
]57--i6i. Cban. lib. i. cap. i^. p. 4«Q-^4a6. 

(I) The Palilia, or feaft of great feaft at night; and, 

Piles, is fometimes called Pa- they were merry, ' they 

rilia, from the Latin word eluded the whole with ds 

farerey to bring forth^ becaufe over the fires they bad 

prayers were then made for in the fields with Les^ 

the fruitfulnefs of the ilieep. ftraw. 
Th^ fliepherds had always a 

(i) Ovid. Fait. lib. iv, v. 721, & feq. 
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from their having cfcapod a deluge caufed jby rainsi they 
xeceived the denomination of .Onuiriy or Umbri ^, ^/uCpof, 
in Greeks fignifying, a Jhow^r^of rain ; others, that they 
deduced their name from the river Umbro % the moft 
confidcrable of thofe that vtratcred the trad they firft in- 
habited* Which of thefe is the true deriTation> we (hall 
not prefume to pronounce. 

If the Umbrians derived their name from the Umbro^ 

48 we think cannot well be denied, it muit be allowed, 

that they firft fettled themfelves in the neighbourhood of 

that river. This is alfo confirmed by Dionyfins Halicar- 

.naflenfiSy who makes Cortona originally an tJmbrian city. 

Xiivy likewife places the Umbrians in the tra£b contiguous 

to the Umbro. Some of the ancients feem to have 

thought, that the Peiafgi ought to be confidered as the 

founders of Cortona: which fuppofition, if we admit, 

^there feems to have been a near relation between the Um- 

hmns and Pelaigi» if they were not the fame people. 

Though the firft fettlement of the Umbri was confined They are 
•within narrow bounds, they foon fpread themfelves, and driven out 
not a little extended their territories- They not only pof- ?f ^^'^' ^^. 
jfefled themfelves of all that country called, in the Roman /^^^^^ ^ ' 
.times, Etruria s, but likewife of a confidcrable tra£t be- tht Ptii^u 
4;weea the Alps ^nd the Apennines : nay, they poflefied 
this tra£t in very early times : for ^e learn from Diony- 
fius Halicarnaflenfis, that after their expulfion from Thef- 
fajy or ^monia, the ^monian Peiafgi were received 
jhere, and the Aborigines aififted in their wars againft the 
.Umbrians and the Siculi. With refpe<£l to their pofifeiEon 
of the Proper Etruria, or the xrzQt betwixt the Tiber and 
the Arno, it appears from Pliny, that the Tyrrhenians 
^expelled from thence a branch or the Peiafgi, as that peo- 
ple had before expelled the Umbrians. From the fame 
author we may infer, that the Umbrians, before their 
expulfion, were po0efled there of at leaft three hundred 
towns. 

But wha^ver might be' the extent of the ancient Um- UmUsrf^ 
Jbrian dominions, the Umbrians were ftripped of a good Vmkruu 
part of them by the Tyrfenians, and the (^auls : fo that, 
in after-ages, Umbria was bounded on the weft by a line 

e Piin. lib. iii. cap. 14. Solin. cap. S. Serv. ad. Virg. .^neid* 
lib. xii. Bocch. & M. Antonin. apiid. SoUn. & Serv. ubt fupra, 
Ifidor. Origin, lib. ix. cap. ti. Paul. Diacon. lib. n. cap. 16^ 
^ Steph. Byzant. in voc. ^O/MCgixoc. Vide etiam Philip. Cluverius, 
Jral. Antiq. lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 593. t Plin. lib. iii. cap. s« 

SHon. Halic. lib. i. 
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drawn from the Ufens, now the Montonc, to the headf 
of the Tiber \ and from thence to the conftuencc of the 
Tiber and the Nar ; on the eaft by the middle of the ^fis, 
^now called the Fiumefino ; on the north by the Adriatic; 
and on the ibuth by the Nar. The Umbrians ^ bordered 
on the LigureSy the Arno dividing thefe two nations* 
frimcipal The principal cities of Umbria were Ariminum, Pifao- 
^tlm^L nmi, Fanum Fortunte, Sena Gallica^ -Sfium, Matilica, 
Camerinum, Pitulum^ Sentinumi Attidium, Suafa, Urbi- 
num, Tifernum, Pitinum, Seftinum, Sarfina, Iguviom, 
Tufictim, Ama, Vefionica, Afifium, Vettona, Hilpellum, 
Fulginium, Meyania, Nuceria, Trebia, Spoletium, Tuderi 
Ameria, Interamna, Narnia, Carfulx, Tardinum, Otri? 
culum, Cafuentum, and Vindinum. i. Ariminum, nov 
Rimini, was an ancient city of Umbria^, upon the Adri- 
atic, near the river Ariminus, from which, according to 
Feftus') it derived its name. The river Apnifa was alfq 
in its neighbourhood. A Roman colony in after-ages 
flourifhed here, as we learn from Pliny. 2. Pifauruni| 
now Pefaro, a little to the fouth-eaft of Ariminum, upon 
the Adriatic^ deduced it3 name from the Pifaurus, now 
the Foglia, which ran at a fmall diftance from the town, 
in a weftern di region. 3. Fanum Fortunas, now Fanoi 
was an ancient city of Umbria^ about feven miles fouth- 
eaft of Pifaurum. Both Pifaurum and Fanum FortunaB| 
fometimes called by the ancients fimply*" Fanum, received 
Roman colonies. 4. Sena Gallica, or Senogallia, now 
Sinigaglia, was built by the Sonones, after they had 
made an irruption into Umbria. It flood upon the Adri- 
atic, as well as Fanum Fortmiae, near twenty miles fouth- 
eaft of that town. It was likewife occupied by a Roman 
colony. The river Sena in its neighbourhood, as well as 
the city, undoubtedly derived its name from the Senones^ 
who fettled thcmfelves here-". 5. jEfium, now Jefi, was 
fituated upon the weftern bank of the ^fis, now the Fin* 
mifino, and received in after-ages a Roman colony. Wc 
find it called j3Efis by Ptolemy, and ^(ium • by Strabo. 
The -^fis was the common boundary of Umbria and K^ 
cenunri ^. 6. Matillca, an ancient city of Umbria, men* 
tioned by FrontiiHis « and Pliny, ftood at the foot of the 

h Philip. Cluver. Ital. Antiq. lib. ii, cap. 4. p. 601. * Sydax 

inPeripl. Lycopbr. Plin. lib. iii.cap. 5. Phil Cluver. uhi lupra. 
p. 598. 599. k Plin. lib. iii. cap. 15. 1 Pomp. Fefr. in voc 

Arirnin,' » Sidon. Apollinar. lib, i. cpift. 5. « Sil. Ital. lib. xv. 
Paul. Diacon. lib. ii. cap. as- • Strab. lib. 5. p Strab. Mel. SUf, 
Plut. Appian. Plol. &c. s Frontin. de Colon. Plin. lib. iii. cap. \L 
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-Apennines. 7. Camermttm, now Camerino, dn Umbrian 
town, on the confines of Picenum, has been taken notife 
of by many of the ancients, particularly Cicero, Ptolemy^ 
asd Strabo. 8. Pitulum, now Piolo, feems to have been 
formerly a phce of confiderable note. We find its citi- 
zens denominated Pitulani, by Pliny. 9. Sentinum, 
now Sentina, ftood in a plain, furrounded by a branch of 
the Apennines. It was a place of great antiquity, men- 
tioned by Polvbius, Livy, Pliny, and Dio. The citizens 
are called by Livy Sentinates. We find one or two Etrus- 
can infcriptions with that name upon them. lo. Atti- 
dium, now Attiggio, was fituated between Sentlnum, Ca* 
merinnm, and Matilica« Pliny gives the townfmen the 
name of Attidiates* Several ancient infcriptions have 
been found in the neighbourhood * of Attiggio. 1 1. Suafa 
was a town of great antiquity, whofejnhabitants Pliny 
calls Suafani. The ruins of this town are ftill vifible near 
Caftel Leone, at a fmall diftance from the eaftern bank 
of theCefano. I2. Urbinum, now Urbino, was a very 
ancient^ city, and a Roman municipium. This town had 
the appellation of Urbinum Hortenfe, to diftinguiih It 
from another town that went under the denomination of 
Urbinum Metaurenfe, from its fituation upon the banks 
of the Metaurus. Thefe two places were not above eight 
miles diftant from one another. 13. Tifernum, or Tifer- 
num Tiberinum, now Citta di Caftello, was feated on the 
eaftern bank of the. Tiber, near the borders of Etruria* 
Cluverius thinks the other Tifernum, or Tifernum Me- - 
taurenfe, to have occupied the fpot t^ken up at prefent 
by S. Angelo, in Vado, where many ancient infcriptions 
iiave been found. 14. Pitinum ftood upon the banks of 
the Pifaurus. Its citizens were denominated Pitinates, 
and Pitinates Pifaurenfes. We find the word Petinatial 
upon'' a very remarkable Etrufcan infcription. 15. Sefti- 
num, now Seftino, or the monaftery of Seftino, was fi- 
tuated^ near the fource of the Pifaurus. 16. Sarfind, 
Inown at prefent by the fartie name, ftood upon the coii- 
fines of Gallia Togata. We find it taken notice of by 
Silius, Strabo % and feveral ancient infcriptions. j 7. Igu- 
vium, now Eugubio, was a city of note, and fituated at the 
foot of the Apennines. The high antiquity of this place, 

• Philip. Claver. ubi fupra, p. 614. t Tacit. Hid. lib. iU. 

I^rocop. lib. ii. v Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf. Etrufc. p. 415. 

Florentmsr, 1737. ^ Plin. ubi fupra. Infcript. Antiq. apud 

<^luver. ubi fupra, p. 611. > Sil. Ital. lib' viii. Strab. lib. v. 

' Xofcript. Antiq: apud Cluver. ubi fupra. 

whofe 
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'jwbok cina^ens were called IgimnU appears fioom lone 
-Ztrufcan coins ^ that exbtbk the word ikutini. This 
« has been rendered famous by the tables found here (K) in 
1444, which are adorned with £tnUcan infcriptiiuis, diat 
have not hitherto met with an explicationiroiii she learned. 
18. Tuficum ftood at a fmall dsilance* frooi Pitinum, 
Iguvium, Tifernuni, and PeruOa, In Etruria^ and, as Cla- 
-verius imagines *, upon the ground at prefent occupied 
by La Fratta. 19. Arna ^ was ereded between Tuficum 
-and Iguvium^ near the banks of the Tiber, and atmoft 
-oppofite to Peruiia. it at p^elent goes under t^e ap|>eUa« 
'tion of La Civitelia d'Arno. This {^em^ to be the fame 
city ^ that Livy caUs Aharna. 20. VeTionka, now Gvi- 
teila di Bcnezzone, was not for from Arna. ISie Vefio- 
nicates, its citizens, have been remembered byBliny, 21. 
Afifium, now Affi£, ftood to the eaft of Ama. That it 
was a Roman municipium, we learn from fome^ infcrip- 
tions. The Afifinates are mentioned :by Bliny, and Ac- 
tfium by Ptolemy. 22. Vettona, ^nowJBettona, was feated 
about three miles from the confluence of the Topino and 
the Tiber. 23. Hilpellum, at prefent 'HxfpeHo, or |fpdk>, 
was ereded between Afifium and Spobtium, and ia after- 
ages a Roman colony. It has been meationed by Pliny, 
Silius% and Str^o. ■- 24. Fulginium, now Fuligna, ftood 
a little to the fouth of Hifpellum ^, t^on the banks o^the 
Tinta, now the Topino. 25. Mevanta, now the Bevagna, 
was fituated near the confluence of the Tinia, and the 
Clitumnus. It has been taken notice of by a c great nuin- 
ber of the ancients. 26. Nuceria, or Nuceria Caaaei- 
. Jaria, now Nocera, ftood in the Flaminian Way, not £ir 
from the fource of the Tinia. It has been mentioned 
by Ptolemy and Strabo. That it was a place of great an- 
tiquity, may be inferred from fom^ coins belonging to k^y 

7 Tab. ftpud Deropft. de £trar. Hogsl. lix* o* 4« Anton. JRm* 
cifc. Gor. Mof. Etrvfc p. 412. » Piii). ubi fupra^ ^ Cluver. 

ubi fupra. p. 6i6. *>Sil. Ital. lib. viii. ^.LW. Ub. i. 

4 Inrcript. Antiq. apudCiuver.ubi fupra, p. 627. Plin. ubi fupra. 
* Si!. Ital. lib. iii. Sf rab. lib. v. f Appian. BcU. Civil, m. i». 

t Li V. Proper t. St rab. C0lMn2el.PUn.Sil. ItaUX^ucan Stat. PU^. 
Trailian. Ptoiem* &c. ^ Ap^OQ. Franciic. Gor. Mai/*. £triifc. 
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(K) Thefe tables confift of Fiv6 of them exl?ibitinfcnp- 
copper, and are feven in nurri- tipns in the Etrufcan cbara^cr; 



ber. They were found in a 
fubtcrranean vault, near the 
theatre, in the year 14^4. 
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urtth Strufcan legends upon them* 27. Trebia, now 
Trevi, flood between Fulginium, and Spoletium^ five miies 
from the former, and nine from the latter of thofe places* 
26. Spoletiam ^ now Spoleto, a city dated in a plain aU 
snoft furrounded by a branch of the Apennines, muft be 
confideced as a place of very high antiquity. It has been 
taken notice of by many ancient wviters, and was, ac* 
cording to Cicero, a Latin colony. 29. Tuder^ now To«> 
di, was Gtuated a little to the weft of Spoletiam, and near 
the banks of the Tiber. It has been ^ mentioned by 
Plutarch, Silius, Pliny, and Strabo. Father Goii thinks 
he has difcovered fome coins of this city, with Etvufcaa 
legends upon them ; which, if admitted, will be a con«- 
▼incing evidence of its remote antiquity. 30. Ameria, 
now Amelia, flood upon an eminence not far from the 
"veftern bank of the Nar, at prefent called the Nera. Ac- 
cording to ' Cato, Ameria was built three hundn^d an4 
eighty-three years before Rome. 31. Interamna, now 
Term, was feated a little to the eaft of Ameria. The 
Nar formerly environed it ; from which circumftance it 
deduced its name. This we leaf n from Varro "> and Feftus. 
It appears from an ancient " infcription, that Interamna 
vnB built eighty years after the foundatioa of Rome. Tu- 
der was aRoman colony, Ameria a municipium and co- 
lony, and Interamna a municipium. 32. Namia, at pre* 
lent Narni, was fituated upon a high and craggy moun* 
tain, \vhofe foot was wafhed by the Nar. Hence came 
the name of the town. Its firft name feems to have been 
Nequinum. We find it mentioned by a great number of 
ancient writers. 33 Carfulse, or Canuli, ftood between 
Narnia and Mevanla, in the FlaminianWay. It feen^s t^ 
bave been a place of very confiderable note, according to^ 
Strabo From Tacitus we ^ may collefl, that it was about 
ten miles diftant from Narnia. 34. Tardinium alfo ftood 
in the Flaminian Way, at no great diftance from Narnia. 
Cluverius thinks, that Todino anfwen to the ancient town 
of Tardinum. 35. Ocriculum, now Otricoli, was built 
upon the eaftern bank of the Tiber, near the confines of 
X«atium. It made a confiderable figure in the times of the 
Roman Tepublic, and was a municipium. 36. CafueUf- 
tum and Vindinum were two remarkable cities of Um^ 

^ Appian. Soeton. Flor. &c. ^ Plat. paflT. 1 Cat. apud Plin. 
4ibi fopra. " Var. de Ling. Latin, lib. iv. Feft. in Voc. Inreram. 
a Infeript. Antiq. apud Juft. Fontanin. de Antiquitat. HoFt. p 134.. 
Jt.om«, i7a3. * Scrab. lib. v. > Tacit. Hift.lib. iii. Vide 

ctiam Phil. Cluvcr. ubi fOpra, p^ 63S« 
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bria« i^n Pliny's time; but their fituation cannot now^ 
with any degree of accuracy, be determined* 
MoMxtmnj. It has been already obferved from Ptolemy, that Um* 
bria was divided into two parts by the Apennines ; one 
of thefe that geographer calls Olumbria, and the other 
Vilumbria; but whether this divifiion prevailed in the 
earlier ages, we cannot take upon us to decide. Befides 
the Apennines, we fcarce meet with any; mountains in 
Umbria that have merited the attention of the Greek and 
Latin writers. 

. The principal rivers of Umbria were, the Nar, now^ 
the Nera; the Tiber, which fervedthis cotmtry as a boun- 
dary on the fide of Etruria ; the Tinia, now the Topino ; 
ihe JEfis, now the Fiiimifino ; the Mifua, now the Mifo 
and Nigola ; the iiena, now tiie Cefano ; the Metaurns % 
now the Metro ; the Pifaurus, now the Foglia ; the Ccu- 
jftamius % now the Conca ; the Aprufa % now the Aufa ; 
and the Ariminus % now the Mcrecchia. To which we 
may add the Sapis, now the Savio ; and the Utis, now 
die Montone ^y as has been already bbfefved. The ten 
Jiaft rivers iflued out of the' Apennines, and difcharged 
themfelves into the Adriatic. As for the Umbro, which 
we have mentiooed in our defcription of Etruria,. that was 
■the chiefs if not the only river of the ancient Umbria> 
and gave name to the whole diftrid. But the Umbrians 
were afterwards forced to cede the ^ banks of this river, 
with the adjacent t territory, to the Etrufcans, though it 
has retained. its primitive appellation €vcn to this day. ' 

That the Umhrians agreed with the Etrufcans in their 
form of govemmehtj laws, manners, arts, literature, and 
religion, appears : extremely probable from feveral confi- 
derations : the Etrufcans, in a manner, conquered, and 
were, from the remoteft antiquity, intermixed with the 
Umhrians. If the Etrufcans communicated almoft every 
thing relating to government, arts, literature, religion, 
' &c. at firft to the other nations of Italy, as it is plain they 
did, then the Umhrians muft have derived from them 
their literature and politenefs, theiF civil and religious in- 
ftitutions. The moft celebrated fragments of antiquity, 
4ug up in Umbria, that difcover, in a great meafiue, the 
■turn and genius of .the. :oid. inhabitants of that country^ 

4 AgrgeiiusdeContROver£Ag<ror. Vib.Seqiieft. de Flumin. Lo- 
can. lib. ii. >^ Plin. ubi fupra. cap. 15. < Stepb. Byzant. 

Fcft. Cic. Hon &c, « Strab. Sil. Ital. Lucati. &c. «Piin. 

■lib. iii* ca^. 5. Fi^ncin?. Marian, dc Etrur. 'Metrop. cap. & 
^ Dion. Halicarn. Antiq. Ronit lib. i.. > : .*- 
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«gr€ein almoft all particulars with thofe found in Etruria* 
SLaftly, the Umbrians and Etrufcans feem, for the moft 
part, from what has been advanced, to have had the fame 
origin 2 at leaft it muft be allowed', that the greateft part 
of both thofe nations came from countricsnot very diftant 
from each other, and that, as may be fuppofed, in an 
age when a fimilitude of manners and religion prevailed 
amongft the bulk of mankind. ...^ 

What has been faid of the laws, manners, arts, litera- Languagi 
Hire, and religion of thefe two nations, will hold equally ofitAi Um^ 
true of their language and alphabetic charafibers^ but it *'**^'* 
will be likewife requifite farther to obferve, that this is fet 
in thecleareft light, by the moft ancient infcriptions djf- 
covered in Umbria and Etruria 5 for thefe agcee in the forms 
of the letters in the words of which they are compofed, 
and in almoft all other particulars ^ 5 nor cap it reafonably 
be imagined, that there was any marterW difference be- 
tween either the letters or languages ufed in Unibria and 
Etruria 5 for the Etrufcan alphabet favours of the remoteft 
antiquity, and moft of the ancient Tufcan Words are of 
Oriental extra£lion. Now the Umbrians, as there is good 
reafon to l)elieve, came into Italy out of the Eaft, no|t 
many centuries after the deluge* The. firA alphatet an4 
language therefore of that people, muft be confidered afr 
nearly approaching fach a tongue and eharaSer as thofe 
of the earlieft Tufcans appear to have been. .. , » 

Dionyfius Halicarnaffenfis, in the firft b6ok of hi^ Ro-' ^' ^«- 
man Antiquities, feems to reprefent the- Umbrians and ^^^^ '^^ 
Aborigines as two different nations; but he fpeaks fo {^f^^^^* 
briefly, and at the fame time fo confufedly, of them, that •rL«r/. 
he is fcarce intelligible. In one place he intimates the Si- 
culi to have been the firft people of Italy, and in another 
the Aborigines : but elfewhere he infinuates the Abori- 
gines to be defcended from the CEnotrians, who foun4 
the Umbrians fettled in Italy upon their arrival there. In 
fine, Dionyfius, as well as the generality of the ancients, 
muft be allowed to give a very imperfe£k and indiftinft ac- 
count of the firft migration of the Orientals into the coun- 
try we are now upon ; fo that we are of opinion, that the 
Umbri, bein^ an ancient people, of whofe origin we have 
no records, ought to be looked upon asthe 'At;To;^f5ofthe 
Greeks, and the Aborigines of the Latins. 

The Etrufcans were, for many ages, probably, matters TA/ £/r«/t 
of Umbria, fincethe whole continent of Italy feems to" ^^^ fir- 

X Tab. apud Dcmpft. dc Etrur. Regal. Tab* apud Anton. Francifc. Ter/lf^'^* 
<Mor. Muf. Etrufc. cxlviii. cxlix^ cxcvi. cxcvii. ^ ..( j/^^ria, 
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birre been anckntly under their domiaibii % vaA^ iii gcmk 
firmation of this notion^ we find a body of Umbriail 
troops affifted the Etrufcans in their expedition againft the 
people of Cumse, about the fixty-fourth Olympiad. It is 
worthy obrenration* that» in the paflage here referred 
to« Dionyfitts Haltcarnaflenfis exprefsly dlftingaiihea the 
Celtes from the Umbrians; a dif&i£tioa which amounts 
to a fufficient proof, that the Umbrians were not of Celtic 
extraAion ^. 
VrnM^kt But, as this is a point of fome importance m the hiAo- 
«9i ikfMid' ileal world) we muft beg (L) leave to be a litde more par« 
ed/rBm tki titular 

r Flor. lib. ii. cap. 17. Ptin. lib. iil. cap. 14. IXon. Halicam. lib. 
i. cap. t. 6crv.' in ^St^» Aneid. 0tc« 
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(L) Sttppofiog Mofes to have 
wrote tlM! Pentateuch about 
the time of the Exodus, or in 
the year of the world 3513, as 
it IS but reafooable to fuppofe 
the book of Genefis was com- 

Sofed about 847 years after the 
tinge. But then "thcifles 
<if the Gentiles/^ i. e. accord- 
'kig to the general acceptation 
df the phraib, Sumpe^ or a 
▼ery confiderable part of it, 
were '' dii^ided in their knds 
by theioDB of Javan/' namely^ 
Eliihah, Tarfliifh, Kittim, and 

• Dodanlra. We fay, " by the 
Ions of Javan," not only becaufe 
all their families were then 
ftttled in Europe, but likewife 
bfccaufc the vcrfes, containing 
the niimes of thefc ibns, and 
the above mentioned ebferva- 
tien^ are immediately canned- 
ed : nay, thatobfervationcan- 
nott with any. ptx^riety, be 
applied to the funs oif Gmner 
ID the preceding verfe, becaufe 
fpme of them, at lead, were 
fettled onlyih Afia when Mofes 

^ ,, committed to writing the (hort 

* afccount he has giyen ud of the 



firft peopling of the world. 
Some of Comer's pofterity dki^ 
indeed, after this period, mi- 
grate into feveral parts of Eu- 
rope : but this does not in the 
lead tend to overturn what is 
here advanced ( I )• 

When Mofes affirms (2), 
that " the iiles of the Gemltes 
were divided by the fonsof 
Javan/' we are plainly to ua- 
deribndhim asailerting, thsi 
thefe iiles, or Enrope, or at 
leafi a confiderable part of tktf 
vad tra^t, was peopled by Ja- 
van's family, before he wrote 
the Pentateuch ; nor is it of 
any confequence to the point 
in view, whether many pam 
of it were thinly inhabited or 
not. It is fuifident for our 
purpofe, that Mofes cteatiy iii. 
timat^ fhdift fusts of Europe 
which feem to have been Ml 
cultivated, that is, OreeEe 
aad Italy, to have been occu* 
pied by the (bns of Javaa, a 
confiderable time before the 
departure of the Ifraelites out 
of Egypt: for this fe^nis nc- 
celTarily to imply, that the 



.{1) Gen. X. Sj4>5^ Sam. Boicfaart. Phai Hb. i*cap. Sf 4i S»0|7> 
p. 153—171. Lugd. Bat. 169a* (a) Gfiiuji. j/^i 5. 
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carlieft colonies of Ja van's fa- 
mily itiuft have reached Greece 
^nd Italy four or five hundred 
years before the Bxodas ; for 
an interval of four or five 
hundred years muft xiecefTarily 
clapfe between the Brft arrival 
of a colony, in fo long a ira^l, 
and the peopling of it. What 
has been faid ol^ Javan's pro- 
geny, does not exclode. the 
migration of fomc of Ham's 
dependents, nor even of the 
patriarch Shem's, into Greece 
and Italy* It only fuppofesi 
that the firft colonies detached 
to Greece and Italy were of 
Javan's line.;, or, at fartheft, 
that moil of the inhabitants of 
thefe countries in Mofes' days, 
ought to have con^ered the 
patriarch Javau as their great 
progenitor. 

Now, as the firft colonies 
that arrived in Greece and Italy 
muA at leaft have pailed either 
the Thracian Bofporus or the 
Hellespont, mankind muft have 
been acquainted with fome fort 
of navigating velfels,. about 
four or five hundred years after 
the flood. This entirely over- 
throws the hypothefis of thofe 
perTons (3), who think the 
pofterity of Gomer and Ma« 
gog firft peopled Europe, be- 
caufe they had no kind of fhip- 
ping, and becaufe it was morje 
natural for the firfl migrators 
to travel by land, than to crofs 
even an arm of the fea ; for, 
from what has been advanced, 
i( appears, that Javan's fons 



it. According to Zenodot98 
ilorian|. his nation firft fettled 

them- 

mu^ haveadlually pailed, and 
confequently have been able 
to pafs, either the Thracian 
Bofporus, or the Hellefpontj 
at leaffi, in fome fons ot ref. 
fels-, four or five hundred y^arft 
before the . departure of^ the 
Ifraeiites out or Egypt. Nor 
will it mend the matter to fay, 
that in thofe early ages th^ 
continents of Europe and Afijf 
were conne6ted ; and therefore 
we are under no necelfity. to 
fuppofe, that the defccndcnta 
pf^J avan had any forts of vef- 
fels, fince they might pafs by 
land into Europe, out of Alia; 
for then the above mentioned 
objedion vani(hes of courfe, 
fince, in fuch a cafe, we may 
as well, nay, much better, 
fuppofe Javan's family to have 
come by land into Greece and 
Italy, as theGomeriansu. But 
that the Orientals were not un* 
acquainted with coafting vef- 
(cls, at leaft within four or five 
hundred years of the deluge 
(4), has been evinced by £- 
ther Calmet, and. may be in- 
ferred from what we have laid 
down in the hijftory of the E« 
trufcans. 

That the defcendants of all 
the fons of Javan, in conformi- 
ty to what Mofes fuggells, 
were fettled in Europe, and 
fome, if not at all, of the 
branches of Gomer 's family, 
in Afia, has been rendered ex- 
tremely probable by Bochart. 
Other authors might be pro- 
duced on this occafion, were it 



(9) Cyriae. Lentnl. Germ. par. i. cap. 2. p. 59. G. G. Leibnitiui 
ifl Col. £t^m. par. ii. & in Epift.ad Job, Lwle^, d« 3« April. i(>^^* 
ibid. (4) Aug. Calm, ubi fupra* , • ^ 

in 



j68 • ^he Romm Hijlorji. 

thcmff Ivcs in the &Rx\6t of Reate, and were from tlicncif 
expelled by the ^monian Pelafgi. This laft event is con<' 

. firmed 



in any manner ncccflary^ But 
Bochart, in conjun^on with 
Mofes, we think abundantly 
fufficicnt to fct this point be- 
yond difpute (5), 

As therefore the Umbrians 
feem to be one of the very firft 
colonies which fixed themfelves 
in Italy, and that in .jhe neigh- 
bourhood of the river Umbro, 
we rather choofc to deduce 
them from the family of Javan, 
and the ancient Cerethites, 
than the Ccltes, or ancient 
Gauls. The principal objec- 
tions to this hypothefis (for in- 
deed fuch we own it to be) 
have been already obviated in 
this note ; and therefore, we 
are perfuaded, they will not 
greatly affe6t it : for with re- 
gard to what Bocchus (6) has 
advanced concerning the origin 
of the Umbrians, and arter 
him Solinus, Servius, and 
others of a ftill later date^ it 
fcarce dcferves any conlidera- 
tion : for Bocchus's authority 
could have been of no great 
weight, as he was an African, 
and confequently little ac- 
quainted with the origin of the 
6,rft Italian nations. Nay, the 
tcftimony of fuch an author 
feems fo abfurd, that there is 
great reafon to fuppofe Solinus, 
in the paflage here referred to, 
to have been corrupted by the 
Ignorance of tranfcribers : and 
upon his authority depends that 
-of * the fubfequent writers. 
J)ioDyfius HalicarnaiTeniis, in- 



deed, among{l other opinx>ns 
concerning the origin of the 
Aborigines, mentions one 
which makes them a colony of 
the Ligurians, whom fbme 
took to have been original^ 
Gauls. But as he feems to 
pay tittle regard to that notion, 
nay, tp treat it as a fible, hb 
authority in this point ought 
not to be infifted upon (7)* 
Befides, we ihall heieafter fheWy 
that Dionyfius, when he fpeaks 
of the Aborigines and Um<« 
brians, contradi^b himielf in 
a mod flagrant manner. 

But, fuppoling Bocchus'saa^ 
thority to be of greater ^'V'^te 
than we realty take it to. d8S^ 
why may he not be underftoodl 
of thofe Gauls who ininided 
Italy ih the reign of Tarqiu^ 
nius Prifcus ? For it may be 
prefumed, that fome of thefe 
intermixed with the Umhii-' 
ans ; and therefore the later 
Umbrians might have bjeea 
confidered as the progeny of 
the Gauls. This notion is 
countenanced by the fathcn 
Catrou and Rouille (8). 8e 
that as it will, we think the 
Umbrians could not have been 
the defcendants of any earlier 
Gauls ; fince it appears pretl]f 
plain firom , Livy (9)^ an ao* 
thor, in point of authority^ 
fuperior to Bocchus, that no 
Gallic colonies, before the. 
above mentioned period, ever 
pafTed the Alps. 

Nay, admitting Dionyfioft 



(5) Gen. X. ),4, 5. Bochart. ubi fupra. ' (6) Solin. Bocch. 
Ie Itidor. apud Pezr. ant. Celt. Nat. cap. 10. Serv. ad Virg. Mat^ 
lib. xii. (7) Dionyf. Ualicarnairenf. lib. i. {%) C«tr<Nt 

U Rouille Rom. Hilt. Ub« xix. (9) Liv. lib* v« cap. 34. 

Halicar* 
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firmed by Dionyfius Halicarnaflenfis, who likewlfe dif- 
covers to us the age in which it happened. Now, it does 

not 
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HalicarnaiTeniis' teftimony in 
the prefent cafe to be of conli- 
derable force, which it really 
is not, hemayahb'be under- 
llood of the Gauls,' who pene- 
trated into Italy about fix hun- 
dred years before the birth of 
Chrift: for we learn from Li- 
vy (9), that all tranfaaions 
which preceded the burning 
of Rome by the GauU, were, 
in his time, confidered as 
events of remote antiquity ; 
and therefore fome of thefe 
might have been confounded 
with others of a much earlier 
date. 

That Italy did not remain 
uncultivated, and without in- 
habitants, five hundred years 
after the flood, is a point as 
well attefted as any thing can ' 
be at fiich a great diftance of 
time. But is it poffible, in the 
nature of things,, that planters 
here, of fuch a, very remote 
antiquity » Ihould have been 
Gpmerians ?. The gentlemen 
tbemfelves, who would have 
Italy firft peopled by the de- 
Icendents of Gomer, over- 
rbrow fuch a fuppolition ; for, ' 
according to them, thefe fame 
^xomerians not only traverfed, 
but peopled, a very confider- 
^.ble part of the globe, before 
:licy reached Italy. They pe- 
etrated gradually through ma- 

y of the vaft northern regions 

^^£ Afia, as well as infenfibly 
^jc>read tbemfelves weftwards, 
cowards Poland, Hungary, 
-ermany^ France, and fo quite 



up to Spain ; and even planted 
numerous colonies in all thefe 
countries, before any of them 
arrived in Italy. Nay, , they 
performed all thofe migrations 
by land, and confequently muft 
have made a very How and di* 
latory progrefs in their mi- 
grations. And yet, however 
ftrange it may appear, M. 
Leibnitz ( I ), and others, pro- 
duce this laft circumftance a? 
an argument to prove, that the 
Celtes were thle firfl inhabitants 
of Italy ; whereas, in conjunc- 
tion with what has been offer- 
ed, it moft eft'edtually overturns 
fuch a notion. For can it be 
imagined,, that the Celtes^ or 
Gomerians, who fpread tbem- 
felves over fuch vafl regions in 
fo How a manner, could gain 
the frontiers of Italy in lefs 
than eight or nine hundred 
years after the difperfion ? We 
can by no means believe this 
poflible ; nay we are firmly 
perfuaded, that even double the* 
number of years, or nearly fo, 
muft, in the natyre of things, 
have elapfcd, before the Go- 
merians or Celtes made any 
confiderableconquefts in Italy. 
From whence it is almoft to. 
demonftratiou clear, that Li*y 
{2) approaches extremely near 
the truth, when he intimates, 
that the Gauls,, or Celtes, 
firft pafled' the Alps about £1%: 
hundred years before the birth 
of Chrift. In fliort, our r/;a- ' 
foning here, and the autho- 
rity of the Ladn hiftorian. 



(9) Idem, lib. vi. (ub. init. ( 1 ) G, G. Lcibnitius, ubi fuprau' 

rzr. Ant. Celt. Cynac. Lcntul. libi fup. (») Liv. Ub. v. cap. 34, 
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not appear from hiftory, that the Gauls, or Celtes, at 
they aie called by the Greek writers, ever nfited Italy be- 
fore the reign ot Tarquinius Prifcus, about fix hundred 
years before the birth of Chrift. Nav^fome of the ancienti, 
vho would have the Umbrians to be the progeny of the 
Celtes % fuppofe the former nation to have been the de- 
pendents of thofe Gauls only who firft made an irruptioft 
into Italy in the time of Tarquinius Prifcus. As therefore 
the firft fettlement of the Umbrians in Italy muft have 
preceded that period, even upon Sirlfaac Newton's fyf- 
tem, at lead feven hundred years, it can by no means oe 
deemed probable, that the ancient Umbrians were of a 
Celtic original. 

But here we would not be mifunderftood. When we 
4eclare our diflVnt from thofe, who afiert the ancient Um« 
Vi^ns to have been the pofterity of the Celtes, we do not 
intend to exclude the family of Japhet, in the earii^ 
ages, from Italy. On the contrary, we are firmly per- 
iiuaded, that fome of the family fixed themfelves there: 
but, notwithftanding this, we cannot adopt the opinion 
of thofe authors, who fuppofe the ancient Umbrians 
to have proceeded originally fiom the Celtes ; for fuch a 
ftippofition runs counter, as we apprehend, to the whole 
ftream of antiquity. However, we cannot think the later 
Umbrians free from a tin£ture of Gallic blood, fince they 
were either the defcendant^ of the Gauls,, or intermixed 
with feveral cantons of them. This muft necefiTarily have 
happened after the Celtic Gauls had difpofiefled the aa» 
Qient Umbrians and £truicans <^ a confiderable extent of 

, s SeeCatn and RouU. Rom.Hift. book xix. towards the be* 
ginning. 

mutually firengthen and fup* the latter depends only upos 

port each other. fome forced etymologies, and 

. Upon the whole, we think a fbiv fcraps extra^ed from 

it ckarly appears, that much the ancients, which, upottcx* 

may be faid in favour of our aminatioiiy will be found by M 

opinion; whereas the novel meansadequatetotheend they 

iyilem of M. Leibnitz, M. are intended to.ferve. We d» 

Pezron, and oiher modem wri- not, however, pretend to in* 

ters oppofite to it, feems at fill upon the truth of wlmt has 

leaf! v^iy tottering awi preca- been here advanced, bat oo^ 

rious. The &rmer is founded beg leave to fubmit ir^ winr 

upon the reafon and nature all poffible deference, to the 

or things, and conlbnant to judgentent and conikleratiofiQf 

the higlieft authority^ whereas the learned, 

— . »i . -. ' • "^riMoryf 
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territotf S and kept up an intcrcourfe with them for a 
lohg ferics of years. ^ 

From the arrival of the -ffimonian Pelafgi in Italy ,^to ih6 ne Oauh 
reign of Tarquinius Prifcus, we find litde mention made J*'*'f''f 
of the Umbrians by the ancient hiftorians ; from whence ^"^^^ 
we may conclude, that they made a very inconfiderable 
figure during that period : but, \^hen the Gauls made 
their firft irruption into Italy, they feem to have attacked 
the Umbrians, and deprived them of part of their terri* 
tory ^ ; though of the particulars of tnis invafion we arc 
not ihforined. From this time, to the year of Rome 356, 
there is aprofound filence in hiftory as to the Umbrian 
aflairs. Then the Gaula fell upon Umbria, which wa$ 
probably under the fovereignty of the Etrufcans ; for the 
Senones at that time undertook an expedition againft the 
Etrufcans, and foon after penetrated to Clufium., That 
nation poiTefled themfelves of all the country from Raven- 
na to ricenum. They were about fix years in fettling 
themfelves there, whilfl: the Roman arms were employed 
in' carrying on the fiege of Veii. The territories acquired 
by the Gauls continued in their hands, till they were ftrip'*^ 
pcd of them by the Romans. 

We hear nothing farther of the Umbrians, that merits ^e Ca» 
the leaft attention, till the year of Rome 443, when the ^^f^^^* 
conful Fabius Rullianus, by the afliftance of an Umbrian %l^lf^ 
canton, pafled through a confiderable part of the Ciminian ^//j| t^g 
forefi, and pofted himfelf upon the hill Ciminus. The Romans. 
confurs brother, with a flave, after furmounting many 
difficultieS| arrived at Camera (M), a city of great note in 
XJmbria. The Roman was well received here, and at- 
tempted a negociation with fuccefs. The fcnate of the 
city was aflembled, and engaged to furnifh the Roman 
army, upon its arrival on their frontiers, with provifions 
for thirty days, and to join the Roman auxiliaries with a 
confiderable body of troops *. Hence we may infer, that, 
at this time, fome of the Umbrian tribes, at leaft in their 
form of government, refembled the Roman republic, and, 
as may be pfefumed, fome of die neighbouring lucumo- 
flies of Etruria. 

• Dion. Halifcar* Plin. Catn ft RouiU ubi fi»p>^* ^ Li^* 

lib* V. cap. 34. Plut. in Camill. Vide etiam CatrQU (c Rouil. lilju 
xlli" ^ X'i^ lib. ix. cap. ^6, 37. Plor. lib. a. 

. (M) Gamers, or Cameria, placet it beyond this river^ 
tv^s in the neighbourhood of towards the fpot on which Pa« 
Cacnina, near the A^io ; but lomb^ra Mw ftands, 
^earned Lucas Holflenius 

B.b z fr6«» 
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From the authors here referred to, we may alfo con^ 
dude, that fo late as the year of Rome 443, the city of 
Clufium retained its ancient name of Camera, and its 
citizens thofe of Camertes, amongft the U mbrians ; for that 
> » nation, having been driven beyond the Tiber and the 
Apennines by the Tyrfenian Feiafgi, transferred Camers, 
the firft name of Clufium, to a new city> which they 
founded, above two days jpurney from Sutrium. As this 
name therefore was ftill by them applied to that new city, 
they undoubtedly gave Clufium, in memory of which it 
feems to have been built« the primitive appellation. 

That the Urtibrians were now, in fome refpeft at leafi, 

dependent upon the Etrufcans, feems likewife evident 

fiom the condu£l of the Umbrian nation at this critical 

jundlure j for, though thfe Camertes obliged themfelves 

to join the Romans, the bulk of the Umbrians united 

themfelves with th.e Etrufcans. 

TheRo" The following year, A. U. C. 444* the Umbrians took 

mans di' the field in favour of the Etrufcans ; but, upon the firft 

fiat the attack, they gave ground, and were foon after put to 'the 

Umbnaus. ^^^^^ j^^ g^^^^ ^^^ found themfelves obliged to difperlc, 

not being able to ftand before a Roman army **. 
Thi Ro' The next campaign, A. U. C. 445. the Romans entered 

mam onftf" Umbria, in order to open themfelves a way into Etruna* 
thronuyand The Umbrians formed a deCgn of advancing to Rome, 

conclude a ^i^jjfl- the two confuls were employed againft the Sam- 
peace with . 1 t- r tt K .^ , o„. Jr V- 

the Urn- ^*t^^ ^"^ Etrufcans. Upon receivmg intelligence of this 
brians. defign, the confuls took all proper precautions to render 

it abortive. Decius marched with his army by the road 
between Umbria and Rome, to cover Latium. En- 
camping on a plain called the Pupinian Field, in the 
neighbourhood of Gabil, about eight miles from Rome^ 
he quietly awaited the arrival of the enemy. But Fabiust 
as foon as he recejved orders from the fenate, immedi- 
ately left Samnium, crofled Sabinia, and entered Umbria^ 
Here he encamped on the banks of the Clitumnus, near 
the city of Mcvania. As the Umbrians believed the con-^ 
All to be in Samnium, they were greatly terrified at hit 
approach yio that fome of them retired with precipitaticMi 
into their fortified places, and othe^rs propofed entering^ 
into a'negociation with the Romans> But, in the mean 
time, a body of troops, which formed a fquare battalion, 
infpired the Umbrian army with new cotirage, and ani*' 
mated it, by their example, to advance towards the ene» 

. * Lit* ubi fijpfa, cap. 39, ' 
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my. FabiuS'WHs^ at ttiat time bufy in foptifyin^ his camp ; " 
Yxtity obfefvirig the m&tibn of the Umbrians, he ordered 
lif» troopfi tb deiift flrom their works, and prepare for an 
eftgagehient. , According to LWy, the Umbrians made a 
moil contemptible figurq in this adion. The Romaa fol-i 
<iiers fcarce made any ufe of their fwords; but overthrew 
the enemy's battalions with their fhoulders and bucklers 
only. They fcized the ftandards, and carried the ftandard- 
bearers before the copful. In fuch a tumultuary engage- 
nient, it dannot be fuppofed, that many fell in the field ; 
l>ut a gre^t part of the 'Umbrian forces furrfendered at 
difcreti^: and tfai^' event put an efFe£tual 'end to the 
"Vi^iy alJ the Umbrians, except the citizens of Ocricu- 
lum, immediately fubmitting to the republic. ' Nor did ' 

this t^wn, which was^a^ it were, tbekey :of Umi>ria, 
long tfeUft'; for, finding itfelf incapable of^carrying: on 
the war -alone, it defined from all hb^ities^ upon Fa^ 
bhis^a promife, that itihouldbe reoeived-ihto the repub-t 
» lie's f»tdur and protefkion®. 

o'Ne^intim, a city in-Umbria,' afterwards called ^Nar-^ Nequinum 
nia, from the river Nar, which runs by it, aflerted its in- '^^^^ ^ '^' 
dei^endeticy in the year ^rf'Rotne 4(^3. As, with regard to ^^^*"'* 
itfe (ituation', it was one of 'the ftroneeft iorti^fies in Italy, 
beinrg batlt upon the edge*" of a rock, out into "precipices, 
the Romans imagined the redu£tion of it would prove a 
work of time 5 but^ though the fituation would fcarco 
permit it to be taken by florm, or even fufFer an army to* 
inveft it, the conful Apuleius ventured tb befit^ge it in 
form. Fulvius, his fucceflbr, for fdme time^ carried oh 
theficge with great vigour ; but could not make his ap- 
proaches with any fuccefsv Hovcrever, the treachery of 
two Nisquinians facilitated the redu£lion of the place : 
thefe- traitors dug a pafiage under-aground, deep enough 
to go under the 'wall, Jmd long enough to extend to the 
advanced guard of the Roman camp. Faffing then 
through the way they had made, they were feized by the 
Roman guard, and carried before the conful; One of the 
Nequiniaris he detained as an hoftage, and feht the other 
back to 'the city, with two Roman foldiers to attend him. 
Thefe, after a careful obfervation of every thing, made 
fuch a report to Fulyius^ as increafed the confidence he 
had before placed in the deferters. He then fcnt three 
hundred men, under the dircft ion of thofe deferters, to 
pafs through thQ fubterrane6us way, and enlarge it* TheC^i 

■ « Liv* ubi fupra, cap. ^f ', ' ^' 
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Ixnhug eiiiefed the city by niglity feited one of lib^'gatMr 
whilft the Romatn army advanced to fupjKMrt theais 3»d 
was ready to enter the town upon the nrft fi^al. At 
(bon as tke gate was opened, the. cdnful, and his troopat- 
made themfelves mafters of Ae plaee ^ witboi^t any tS* 
fufion of blopd. After this conqtteft> the Romans flttsl^ 
ed a colony here» to keep the reft of Umbria in awe. 
Some authoirs relate, that the fic^ of Nequinum was pre* 
ceded by a battle, in which the Neqainiaii8> though re* • 
inforced by a body of Samnited, were defeated hj Fal« 
vius( and Frontinus informs f> that this Ti&ofy was, is 
a great meafure, owing to the fdUowing ftratagem $ Fob 
vius perfuaded his fo Wers, diat a pKalanz bdongii^ ts 
the enemy had promifed to cottoe orer to htm in the heat 
pf the a£tion^ and even (hewed them the fum of mosey 
he was to pay for its defertion* This he had borrowed 
ffomrfome of the richeft men atooag his troopSt fMnsmK* 
ing to return it» vith n greaft re^P^xdf after tM teng^ 
ment; which politic condu£L fo animated the iUitiaaiMb 
that they bore down aiU before diem^ and obtamed a esm- 
pleteviaory. 

This bl6w fe^ms neither to hare lOiaketi the foiwer s( 
the Umbrianst nor to have greatly altered their dtfpofitioai 
for, in the year of Rome 457^ they entered auto an ^ 
Uance with the Etrufcans (if they were not in a ftateof 
dependency on that nation)^ Samnites, and Gmds, agimft 
the Rotnnns, Fabiiis» thcrefort, the foilowtng %cbigi 
eipened this campaign with an irniptioti tnto Etruria. ib 
firft, with a fmall body of lroops> ettcamfod Hear thtt 
town of Aofiz^ and from thenoe conttnued his muA • 
the grand Roman camp. The pro^^raetorsy FnlvistB and 
Pofthumilis, entering Etruria, and ravaging it» obli^d dw 
Etrufcans and Umbrians to Separate from netr allies, ill 
advance to the relief of Etntria. Thia feparatioii oocai 
^oned the defeat pf th^ Gauls and Bamnites at Seminm^ 
in Umhria, 

- What vna the fate of the Etrnican aild Umlirian am^^ 
after their feparation from die Samnttes and Gaols» vM 
^re not told by the Roman hiftorcans. This certaialf 
was a moft unaccountable omiffion ; hut the limits we hsse 
^here prefcribed ourfedves will not permit us to ^yprdSf^ 
Upon it* 

< We are fcaroe ftippMed with a fingk artiele^ or par»* 
graph, after this period, by the ancients, reUtmg to tbf 

f Idem. lib. x. cap« io« S Frootin, Slrs^. lib. xi. Faft. Gapiti 
Sd A' y- C. 45^j. 
• >. Umbrian 
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^mbfian affairs ; from whence it may be inferred, tbat* Umbria 
foon after the battle of Sentinum, Umbria became a part *'^^"^ ^ 
of the Roman ftate. Nor is this opinion rendered at all /jj^^^ ^ 
improbable bj a certain author**, when he inrimates, that j^au. • 
an anonymous nation endearoured to excite the Umbrians 
to a rupture with the republic, in the year of Rome 473 ; 
fer fuch an attempt might have been made, upon fuppo- 
^tion that the Umbrians were fubjefi: to the Romans ; in 
which cafe, by the fuggeftions of fome neighbouring 
Jiower, they might have been excited to a revolt : but, at 
this juncture, they were afraid of drawing upon them- n 
felves the Roman arms ^ and therefore thofe attempts did 
fiot meet with any fuccefs : fo that this paflage rather tends 
i>o confirm our opinion, than to detrad from the proba- 
bility 6f it. 

^ Iti fine, about this period Rome was in a moft flouri(h- 
ing eoniJKtion : (he had either fubdued by her arms, or 
awed by her cblonies, moft of the neighbouring nations i 
Ae gave laws to. the greateft part of Italy, iind, in parti- 
colar, bad fo far enlarged her conquefts on the other fide 
i>f the Tiber, that they extended from the Tyrrhenian fea / 
to the Adriatic. With this obfervation we (ball conclude 
oor biftory of the Umbrians^ 

The Sabines, according to Zenodotus Troezcnius, were Origin 9/ 
n branch of the Umbrians *, or, as fome will have it, of ^^SMm^ 
the Ofci, or Opici. We are inclined to adhere to the 
opinion of Zenodotus Troezenius ; though Cluverius ^ ^ 

l^vea the preference to the other opinion. In the time 
of Lycurgus, a colony of Lacedaemonians planted theni- 
felves in the territory of the Sabines, being driven from 
their own country by the feverity of that legiilator. Hence 
fome of the ancients have considered the Sabines in ee«* 
lieral as a colony of the Lacedaemonians. But that this 
fiotion 16 void of a proper foundation, may be inferred 
from Livy and Dionynus Halicarnaflenfis. As, there- 
lore, we take the Salnnes to have been of an Umbrian 
origina}, t^eir hiftory naturally fucceeds that of the Urn- 



The country of the Sabinel was bounded on the north Cwmry 9f 

by Umbria and Picenum ; on the fouth by Latiuni j on thiSMiuu 
the weft by part of Umbria and Etniria ; and on the eaft 
by the territories of the Picentes, Veftini, and Marfi. 

h Dion, apud Fulv. Urfim ' 2^nodotui TrcBCeniut, 

apud Dioayf. HalicarnaflT.'Ub. ii* ^ Varro de Ling. L^tin. 

lib* iv* Vide ctiam Phil» Cluverr ubi fttpra, lib^ i. cap. £ p. 43* ^ 
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It8 length was computed to be a thoufaod'ftadia) or' an 
liundred and twenty^five miles, accoxding to Strabo. Tbe 
Picentesy Samnites, Lucanians, and Brutiaos, deduced 
their origin from the Sabines. The Picentes, in parti- 
cular, feem to have been placed °* at firft in a difixif): be- 
tween tbe Nar and the Anio« As for the Samnites, they 
were, in the earlieft timeSy called Saunites, or SabiiuteS) 
a derivation apparently from Sabini. That the.Luca- 
nians and Brutians were originally 3^bine coloni^S9 ve 
learn from -Strabo ". Servius ** produces Varro's autborityi 
in order to prove, that CCnotrus him£plf was king of the 
Sabines. 

Silius makes one Sabus the firft leader of the SabineS} 
and believes that he con^municated his ham^ to that na- 
tion. Virgil and Dionyfius Halioarnaflenfis d^nomioatc 
this prince Sabinus ; and the latter of thofe writers a&rt» 
him to have been the fon of SancuSy the:geniiis of tiK 
region the Sabines inhabited. From Qvid we may cot 
left Sancus to have been the Zeus Piftius, or Dius Fidiiis, 
of the ancients. He like wife went under the name of 
Sangus, and Semo Sangus, as we learn from Livy, Pliny, 
and Feftus. According to Varro, Sancus, in the language 
of the Sabines, was equivalent to Hercules in Gred;. 
Sancus was the principal deity of the Sabines, an^d, aswc 
apprehend, one of their deified heroes. From \irhat has 
been already advanced, we muft conclude him to have 
been either of Umbrian or Etrufcan extra£iion p. 

The government, laws, language, arts, manners, and 
religion of the Sabines, muft have been generally almoft 
the fame with thofe of the Umbrians and EtrufcaoSy 
from one or both of which nations they were undoubtedly 
defcended. With regard to their religion, however, it 
ought to be obferved, that fome peculiarities prevaik4 
amongft the Sabines, as well as every other ancient pcor 
pie of Italy. One of thefe peculiarities, if not the prin- 
cipal of them, was the high honour and adoration paid to 
Sancus, whom the Sabines confidered as the chief deity 
of their country. Jupiter and Juno Cutis were likevrife 
moft diftinguifhed deities amongft them. The worQiip of 
thofe divinities, and Sancus, pafled from them to the 
Romans: nor can this be wondered at, fince the coali- 

I Strabo, lib. v. «» Plin. lib. iji. cap. i». Mel. lib.* ii. cap. 4. 
» Sti ab ubi fupra. • Var. apud Serv. ad ^n. lib. i- Vide etiam 
Puver. ubi fupra, p. 649 p Fortius Cato, apud Dion. Halic 

)ib. ii. Sil. Ital. lib. viii. Liv. lib.viii. Plin. lib. viii. cap.4S» 
felt. & D Augu^. de Civit. Dei, hb. xviii. cap. 19. Var. deLing* 
Lat. lib. iv, 

tion 
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Kion of the Roman and Sabine nations, even in Romulus's 
■tim^, muft of courfe have introduced into Rome the Sa- 
bine religion ^» 

That the language and alphabetic cha rafters of the • 
petty nations in the neighbourhood of Latium were the 
lame as the Etrufcan, does not only appear from what ha? 
been already laid down, but likewife from feveral £trtif- 
can coins. Thofe coins exhibit, on the face, the double 
head of Janus, and, on the reverfe, a fifh refemblinga 
dolphin, a club, &c. with the legend felatri, or VEr 
2.ATRI. Father Gcwti ' takes them to have been, and 
TBtith great , truth in our opinion, coins or weights of rh^ 
city of Vclitrae, or, as it is now called, Veletri. . All the 
Oriental languages (and fuch was th* Etrufcan) allbwecl 
of a frequent permutation of vOmtibIs J and therefore Ve- 
letri was probably^, in the earlieft ages, written Velatri. 
Thisopinioa receives a confiderable acceflion of ftrerigtli 
from Mariani ', and the Academid della Crufca,' who 
prove many ancient Etrufcan words to be ftill retained'iii 
the dialeft of Tufcany. As Velitrse, or Velatri, nevct 
made any confiderable figure after the year of Rome 260% 
thefe coins muft have preceded that period, and, ai 
may reafonably be prefumed, a great number of years: 
fo chat, if we fliould pronounce them p/ior to the age of 
Romulus, probability would be on our fide ; for that Ve- 
litrae was a city of great power and opulence many ages 
before the birth of Romulus, but never greatly flouriflied 
after the year of Rome 266^ may be inferred froth fome of 
die moft celebrated ancient hiftorians. 

Amongft the principal cities bf the Sabines may be Prineipat 
ranked the following : i. Fidenae, a city that flood on the '"^'^ ^f 
banks of the Tiber, about forty ftadia from Rome. This Jj^jj*" 
place 19 greatly celebrated in the Roman ftory, and was a 
very largCf populous, and powerful city, in the days of 
Romulus. Livy makes it to have been of Etrufcan ex- 
trayGtion. 2. Cruftumerium was fituated on the eaftern 
bank of the Tiber, a little to the north of Fidenae. 'Ac- 
cording to Cluverius, the ruins of Cruftumerium appeared 
in his; time, in a wobdy traft, a little to the caft or Mar- 
CJgiiano Vecchio. Livy calls the hills in its neighbour- 

4 Laftant. de Falf. Relig. lib. i« cap. 15. Tertull. Apol. Serv» 
ad J^n. lib. i. Macrob. Saturn, lib. L cap. 9. , ' Anton« 

Francif. Got. Muf. Etruf. p. «47* * Francif. Marian, de 

Ctrur. Metrop. p. 166. Vocabol. de gli Academic, delia Crufca, 
pair. < Liv. lib. if. Dion, Hal. lib. vi. Vid. U Phil. Cluver. 

ubi Alp. p. 1016, 1017. 

hood 
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bood Monies Cruftuiniai. 3. Ficolea ftood at % imaSL 
diftance from the two formef towitt» in aa caftera di^ 
region, between the Tiber and the Anio. 4* Conuen^ 
luin> from whence the neiehbouriog hills received the 
denomination of Comicidi MonteS) was feited between 
the Tiber and the Anio, a little to the nor^ of Ficidea^ 
\t was taken and burnt by Tar<)uinius Prifcus ; but after* 
wards rebuilt, as we learn from Dionyfius Halicaniaflcnfis» 

tCoUatia was a city which ftood upon the borders of 
tium, and the country of the Sabines, between ihs 
PxxneflLine Way and the left bank of the Anio, about fix 
iniles from Rome. Some, however, place it in a moic 
interior part of the tra£l we are now coafideriog. It wai 
taken by Tarquinius Prifeus, who left in it a garrifibo, to 
keep the inhabitants in awe. 6. Nomentum * ieems to 
have been one of the moft confideral^le cides in the teni- 
tory of the^Sabines. It was fituated near, the SalariaB 
Way, and the banks of the AUia, not far from the wateis 
now called i Eagni deUa Grotta, Manozsa, tea miles 
from Rome* It fubmitted to Tarquin, and was treated 
with great lenity by htm* 7. Eretum ^ was a fmaU dty 
jxpon the Tiber*, about ten miles from Ronu% Here Tar^ 
quin gave a fignal overthrow to the Sabines and Etmfr 
cans, m the year of Rome i^^ 8. Re^linm feems (O 
have been a little farther from Rome than Eretam tssi 
Nomentum, and at no great diftance from the Tiber ; biU 
its fituation cannot now be precisely determined. 9* Oh 
res (N), or Curis> was anciently the ctpitsd ^ die Sa* 
binesy who from thence afiumed the name cf Qjuritesi 
After the treaty cottcladed between Romnka and 'iatios, 
which produced a coalition of the two nationa, the St» 
bines were called Romans, and the Romans Qnirxtesi» of 
Sabines. However, that name, as well as Trxbus Qgi* 
rina, was applied^ with the grease ft propriety, to tint 
canton of the Sabines inhabiting Cares, and the diftnft 
appertaining to it. The principal deity worihipped heA 
feems to have been Juno Qgiris, or Cnris. That gadb 

« Vir^. Liv. Bioa. Hal. Pliiw &c. Ouv^r. ubi ft^na. p. 4i|i 

^ Strabo> Solin, &c. 

(N) Cures was fituated tn names Cures and Curezes, as 

the tcrntory now called' Cor- well ai the courfc of couatry, 

rtzty or Cureze, upon a Tittle to omit what we have obferfed 

river of the fame name, which from Cluverius, puts thispoiflt 



falls into the Tiber abpvq . Ia beyond difputc. 
Farfa. The affinity of the 
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ddswats rcptefcutcd with a {pear or lance In Iierliand) 
"Crom \Kbicb circumftancc (he received the appellation ot 
C^iri^ Qr.Curi$, that wordt ia the Sabine language^ be- 
ing equivalent to.the Ls^tln ha/fa^ We find a Sabine deityi 
that went under the aavie ot Janus Quirinu$) mentionQ4 
hj Macrobius ^ which we take to be the Pater Curia, held 
ia high veneration amongft the Fa{ifci< Cures wa$ a 
poor pitiful village ia (he days of StrabO) ^nd wa$ aftef<p 
wards fo totally deftroyedi that its fituation eannot now 
be detsermined with certainty* However, Quverius b&P 
lievedy that the ruins of it were to be feen in. his tinae|' 
about a mile from the town of Selid. If this be admitted* 
it ApQd near the.ba^^s of the river Qimella^ the L'Aia.ot 
the moderns, io. Ca{j[)eriaS now Afpra, ftood near the 
heads of .the Himella^ sudd has been taken notice of by 
Virgil and Silioa. zi. Fa^um Vapume, now Vacuna or 
Vacune^ was.a.city beyond CaTpexiai in the rpad to Ocri^ 
culi.and Narniar Vacuna was a gpddefs in greajt , repi^te 
an^ongft the Sabifies« ^ome make her the fame witii 
Ijlaiia; others withXer^a^ others with Venus: but. aip*> 
cording to VarrOr uie was the go^defs of wifdom. X2w 
Bjeate r was about fifteen miles fiom Fanum Vacuna^ 
^d built by the Aborigines, or UmbrianSi the progenia 
tors- of the Sabines. ij. Palatium* or Palantium, waf^ 
likewife a town of the Aborigines, about twenty-^five fta- 
dia wefi: of Reate. For a farther account of this pbce^ 
our readers nouft have recourse to Diony figs HaUcarna^ 
lenfis and Varro, 14. Trebula % upon an eminence, wa9 
aibout fixty ftadia from Keate \ Veibola, fixty iladia from 
"JTrebula ; Suna, a large city, where was an ancient tem- 
ple of Mars, about forty ftadia from Veibola,. near tk^ 
Ceraunian mountains; Mefula^ whofe ruina were to b^ 
leen when Dionydus Halicarnaflenfis compiled his valuably 
iprorkj forty ftadia from Suna \ Orvinium, the ruin« of 
vrbofe ancient walls, and feveral fepulcbref of vaft anti^ 

Juiq^, together with an old temple, of Minerva, were vi- 
ble in Dlonyiius's time, fort^ ftadia from Mefuht \ Cor* 
fttlat eighty ftadia from Re^tp : all fhefe were towns 
built hy the Aborigines. 15. I£la, an ifland and tow% 
environed by a lake, likewife appertained to this country % 
fif did Maruviuma a tpwn fituated upon that lake. ,i6. 
Vatia ftood thirty ftadia from Reate, in the road to Xiiir 
tiqmi Tiora, fumam^id Matiena, not far froin Vatia^ 
and from Tiora the city of Lifta, the capital of the Ab- 
0dr%inBS in the earUeft times, was diftant twenty-^oor fta- 

X Sil. Ital Uti 7 Strab. Feft. &c. Cluver. ubi fiipra, p. (7<L 
f^ DioD« Hai. Antiquit. Kom« lib. L 

•^' dia. 
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dia. 17. Cutilta, Cot^le^ or Cutylhe, was a famous town^' 

about feventy ^adia from Reate. It was fituated on a 
mountain, and in the neighbourhood of a lakeof the fame 
name. 18. Amitemum% a, famous city of the Sabines 
' in the time of the Aborigines ; Teftrina, the firft town 

inhabited by the Sabines ; Nuriia:) or Norcia, and Tari- 
lium, as well as Cotyle, or Cutilia, were all fikewife 
J)Iaces of the remoteft antiquity. Antemnae, Csenina^ Ca- 
meria, Medullia, and Ameriola, though placed by Clu- 
verius among the Sabine towns, feem to have belonged to 
the Latins. We muft not omit obfefving, that. the coun- 
try of the Sabines anfwered to that traft, which, at pre- 
fent, makes a part of the duchy of Spoleto^ s^nd the 
Farther Abruzzo. 

MS9UMtMMs, The chief mountains of the Sibme territory were, the 
Mons Tetrica or Tetricus, nowMbfite/di. S. Giovanni; 
the Mons Sevefus, now Monte Negro ; Mons FifceDo^ 
a part of the Apennines, odt of which firft iflucs the Nar; 
thcMontcs Gurgures, in the neighbourhood of Reate ; tlic 
Mons Canterius, taken notice tjffey Varro^ the Mbni 
Mutela, now Monte Genaro ; the.Mon«rSaceri near t$ 
Anio^ and not ftr from Rome; andi according to fbm^ 
the MonsCoritus; though it muft be owned, that otbets 
place this laft mountain in Etruria **. " '| * 

Rivtrs. The principal rivers of this traft were the following^ 

1. The Nar, now the Nera, the common boundary of the 
Sabines and the Umbrians. 2. The Velinus, now the 
Velino, mentioned by Virjgil and Tacitus- 3. The Tc* 
lonius, now the Turano, wbich had its rife in the country 
of the Marfi, and joined the Velinus at Reate. 4. The* 
Himella, now the L'Aia, which runs not far from the 
ruins of Cures, according to Cluverius \ though others 
call this river the- Cures or Cureze, 5. The Farfami, 
now the Farfa, which was rem'arkable for the clearnefs of 
Its ftream. 6 The Allfa, nowthc Rio di Moflb, a (maft 
river, oh whofe banks the Romans received a great over* 
•flirow from the Gauls. 7. The Turia, mentioned, by 
Livy and Silius,- butfo obfcurely, that it is hard to lie- 
'lermine whether it belongs to the country of the Sabines 
or Etruria. 8. The Anio, now the Tcverone, one of the 
moft celebrated rivers of Italy. 9. Th^ Verefis, a findl 
•river, taken noti6c of by Strabo. 10. The Digentia, miSt 
ihe Rio del Sole. 11. The Avens, which was fuppofai 

** ■ ■ 

• « Strab. liv. V. Var.de Ling. Latin.. Hb.4r# Porclus Cato ap«d 
Dion. Hal. lib. ii. Vid. Cluver. uhi Tupra, p, 685. , b Liv. 

fcft, Pion.Hal.'Plte Strab. Plut. &c, ^ 
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to have given the name of Ager Aventinus to the neigh- 

(x>iiring diftrift, from whofe inhabitants, that were after- 

IV ards tranfplanted thither, a hill in Rome received. the 

appellation of Mons Aventinus. .All thefe rivers, as well 

as others of coniiderable note, and particularly the Cli- * 

tumnus, now the Clitonno, difcharged themfclves into 

the Tiber ^, . • 

We meet with no remarkable lakes in this country Lahs* 
taken notice of by the ancients, except the Lacus Cutili- 
enfis, and the Lacus Velinus* The former, at this day^ 
is known by the name of II Pozzo Ratignano, and the lat- ' 
ter by that of Lago di Pie di Luco. 

As the Sabines were the defcendents of the ancient 
XJmbrians, what has been faid of the earlieft tranfaf^ions 
of that nation, and the Tyrfenian Pelafgi, or Etrufcanst 
is, in fome meafure at leaft, applicable to them. We 
fliall therefore omit every thing related of this people be- 
fore the age of Romulus, when they made a confiderahle 
figure. Nor will our readers be great fufFerers by fuch an 
omiiGon ; for little can be extracted from Dionyfius Hali- 
carnaflenfis, or any other ancient writer, concerning thofe 
atchievements of the Sabines, that preceded the founda* 
tion of Rome ; and the few particulars that occur on this 
hdad; favour fo ftrongly of fable, that they merit not the 
attention of the fenfible and judicious part of mankind ''. 

■ ■' * \ 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 

The Roman Htftory^ from Ro>nuIus to the Com-* 

monwealth. 

A Talk of the Kings of Rome. 

Years. Years. 

1. Romulus, reigned 37 5. Tarquinius Prifcus 37 

2. Numa Pompiliua 43 6. Servius Tullius 44 

3. TuUus Hoflilius 3a 7, Tarquinius Superbus 23 

4. Ancus Marcius 23 or 24 

AS Romulus had aflumed the command of the colony Rmulus 
only for the time that (hould be employed in build- chofim 
ing the city, this work was no foonet finiflied than he *»».ff- 
aficmbled the people, and gave them liberty to choofe 

c Var. Stcph. Byzant. <* Cluver. ubi fupra. p. 6^8, & 688. 

Dion. Hal. Antiquit. Rom/ lib« ii. Liv. lib, i. Plut, in ^omul. 

what 
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iRrh^ iind of gOTemment they approved. WIthoat hefiUf 
tion they gave the preference to monarchy^ and uoai^ 
moufiy proclaimed Romulus king of Rome ; but hefbre lie 
afcended the throne, he begged leave to confult the wit 
of the gods by auguries. It is faid, that after he bid 
dfiered tacrifices to tbe gods in an open place, a flafll ipf 
lightning was feen to gleam from the left, which was^ ac- 
cording to the augurs^ a lucky omen, r rom this penod 
it became an eftabiiihed cuftom to have recourfe to au- 
gury upon railing any individual to the royal dignity, ik£ 
priefthoody or any public employment. In time this caaie 
to be mere ceremony, though the cuftom, introduced Ijf 
the example of the founder, fubfifted above feven hundfiqi 
years * (O). Romulus, being thus declared king by ^^ 
ele£lion of the people, and approbation of the gods, ao*' 

tlied ail his thoughts to the etiablifhing of good order ]| 
18 new city, and a due fubordination among his fubjed^ 
He himfclf put on a habit of diilinQlon, and appoi]itt4 
twelve li£tors to attend him as guards, each of them bev« 
hig an ax ftuck in a bundle of rods, which was the otiUt 
iymbol of fovereignty among his neighbours the HetinI* 
nans (P). He divided the three thoufand three handid[ 
men, of which his colony confided, into three equal paf& 
ealled tribes, or thirds, each being commanded by iK 
praefeA or tribune. The tribes were divided into tttf 
curiae, and thefe fubdivided into ten decuriae. Over.Afi 
former were appointed officers, named curiones ; aai 
others over the latter, called decurione^^ each curia a^d 
decuria having its peculiar commander. He afterwatdl 
divided his fmall territory, not above five or fix miles ^ 
excent, into three unequal parts. One was appropriated tl» 
the expences of religious worfhip, another rcfcrved for tlK 

< Dion. Hal. p. 78. Cic. lib. ifi. de Leg. &lib. ill. de Nat* Deor. 



<(p) Tbis pra6fice continued 
from the time of Romulus to 
the end of the republic, and 
was ufed even under the em- 
perors. Thofe who were can- 
didates for employmems went 
out early on the day af>f9oiQied 
for their elefiion, made a pub- 
lic prayer, and confulted the 
augurs. When their anfwers 
proved favourable, as they ge- 
aeraUy did, the augurs being 



weH paid for their pains, tlie 
candidates reported, that Ae 
gods were not averie to 
having the office thejrfi:^ 
Upon this thejr were iaid to 
tain and hear tt aufptcata. 
(P) £omeildnk that Im: c 
tvetve ti6brs, hecaufe be 
fecB twelve yultmi, a^uon ^. 
which had given him the fsye* 
riority over his brother* 

kin^r 
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kiltg'd revenae aitd the exigencies of the ftate, and the 
thirdy which was the moft CQnfiderable, divided inta 
tiitrty portiona^ to anfwer to the thirty curiae ' ( Q^) -The 
next ftep which Romulus took, was to diftinguifh the 
people^ according to their birth and dignity, into patri- 
cians and plebeians. The former, as bemg of a more no- Patriciam 
ble extra^iion, were to take care 6f the rchgious rites and ^p^* 
ceremonies, and to bear all the civil and military dignities \ '**"'• ' 
the latter to till the ground, feed cattle, and follow trades, 
but not to have any &are in the government, to avoid the 
inconveniences of a popular power. To prevent the fedi* 
dons that fuch a diftin£lion might produce, and to bind 
tbem to each other by reciprocal ties and obligations, 
every piebeian was allowed to choofc, from the body of 
the patricians, a protedor, who was obliged to affift him 
with his intereft and fortune, and to defend him from the 
oppreffions of the great. Thefe proteftors were ftyled Po.tr9ns 
patronsk and the protefted were called clients. It was the ^^ ^^iinUp 
duty of the patron toadvife his clients in points of law, to rpgsU'vg 
manage their fuits, to take care of them as of his own chil- dutus* 
dren, and fe^ure their peace and happinefs. ' The clients 
were to affift their patrons with money on fcveral occafions, 
to ranfom them or their children when taken in war, to con- 
tribute to the portions of their daughters, and to defray, in 
part, the charges of their public employments. They were 
never to accufe each other, or take contrary fides ; and, if 
either of them was convi£ted of having violated this law, the 
crime was equal to that of treafon, and any one was al- 
lowed to kill the offender with impunity.^ This patronage 
was a tie ^s efFedual as any confanguinity or alliance, and 
had a wonderful efFeft towards maintaining union and 
concord among the people for the fpace of fix hundred 
years; during which time we find no diffenfions nor jea- 
Idufies between the patrons and their clients, even in the 

^ Dion. Hal. lib. ii. p. 76. Plut. in Romulo. Strab.Iib. v. p. 53 t. 

( QJi Dbnyfius H^tcamaf- compiles of the Roman hif- 

iienfis exprefsly a^rms, that tory give the fame account ; 

each decuria was fubdivided but the learned Grsevius is of 

into ten decurise, and that thefe opinion, that Dionyfiu«, by a 

leiler bodies werejgoverned by miflake, afcribes fuch a divi- 

decuriones. And^ upon the fion to the curise as was peculiar 

flrength of his authority, moft to the turmx in the army (i). 

(1 J Vide Gravium in Praefat. «td vol. i. Thef. Antiq. Rom. ' 

timet 
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times of the republic, when the populace frequently mti* 
tinied againft thofe who were moit powexful in the city <• 
Simsti. After this inftitution Romulus formed a fenate, which 

confifted of a hundred perfons, chofen from the patricians; 
but the choice was not made by the king himfelf ; each 
tribe named three fenators, and each of the thirty curbs 
' the like number ; which made in all ninety-nine : fo that 
Romulus named only the hundredth, who was the head, 
or prince of the fenate, and the chief governor of the city 
when the king was in the field. They were called patres, 
or fiathers, either on account of their age, or fatherly care 
of their fellow citizens. Their defcendents ^xrere the 
prime nobility among the Romans. The fenate being 
thus eftablifhed, Romulus ordered thecurix to.choofe him 
a guard of three hundred young men, ten out of each 
Cikres. curia ; and thefe he called celeres, from their activity, 
and the expedition with which they executed the orders 
they received. They were all horfemen, but fought either 
' on foot or on horfeback, as occafion required > or die 

ground would allow. They were cominanded hy a tri- 
bune, called tribunus celerum, three centurions, and 
Tkeprin/i' other inferior officers. Romulus proceeded to fettle the 
^-?" ^f refpetlive powers atid privileges of the king, fenate, and 
wmfe and People. The king's office at home was to fuperintend ifr 
ptQpii* ligious aflairs, to be guardian of the laws and cuftoms, to 
decide the weightier caufes between man and man, refer* 
ring thofe of lefs moment to the fenate ; to call together 
the fenators, and aflemble the people ; firft delivering his 
own opinion relating to the affairs he propofed, and then 
ratifying, by his confent, what was agreed on by the ma- 
'}ority. Abroad, and in time of war, he was to command 
the army with abfolute authority, and to take care of the 
public money **. The fenate were not only to be judges 
in caufes of fmall importance, but to debate and refoWe 
upon fuch public affairs as the king propofed, and to de- 
termine them by the plurality of voices. To the people 
he committed three important charges, namely, to create 
magiftrates, ena£l laws, and conclude upon any war that 
was propofed by the king 5 but, in all thefe things, ifce 
approbation of the fenate was neceflary. "^ 

TAereli- When order was thus eftabliflied in political affairs, 

ghuf iaws mulus thought it his duty to make fome regulations 
0/ Romu' religion. He did not indeed give it that form, to 

s Plut. ibid. Dion. Hak p, S3— 85. ^ Dion. Hal. ibid. p. S4, S5. 
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it was afterwards brought; but contented himfclf with 
e(iabli(hing regularity in the priefthood, and in the wor- 
ftiip of' thofe deities which Evander had introduced, or, 
^neas brought from Troy, or the Aborigines worftiipped 
lii their time* He appointed, that each curia fhould have 
its own temple, and its peculiar gods and priefts \ that the 
people fhould aflemble on certain ftated days in casnacula, 
or public halls.; and that they fhould there feaft in common 
(On the vi^ftims that had been offered to the gods. He 
likewife eflaWifhed feftivals, whereby religion became a 
relief to the labouring people. The chief miniflers of the 
gods were from the patricians, and the inferior priefls 
of fuch families as were honourable. They were to be at 
leaft fifty years old ; and none but their wives were al- 
lowed to perform the functions of prieflefTes. Their fons 
were to wait at the alters till the age of puberty, and their 
daughters fo long as they continued virgins. The fons 
^ivere called Camilli, and the daughters Camillae. When 
, a priefl had no children of his own, he might chufe the 
. handfomefl in his curia to attend him in the facrifices. As 
tbe facerdotal families were exempted from paying taxes^^ 
bearing arms, and, befides» their employment was for life, 
Romulus prohibited the feeking of it by intrigues and ca- 
bals, the purchafing of it by money, and even the tri^fting 
of it to the hazard of lots. He left to each curia the free 
choice of their priefls, aufpices, and augurs. The aru- 
Ipices infpe&ed the entrails of the viftims ; and the au- 

fur^ foretold future events by the flight and finging of 
irds (R). 

Thus 

(R) As we (hall frequently derived by fbme ah avium 

liave occafion, in the courfe of geftu ; by others, ah avium gar • 

this hiftory, to fpeak of augurs ritu ; that is, either from the 

' and harufpices, or ariifpices, it motion and a6tiohs, or from the 

' may not be improper to give chirping and chattering of 

ibme account, in this place, of birds. As Romulus himfelf 

that kind of divination. The was well verfed in this art, 

art of divination, and foretell- after he had divided the city 

ing futute events, by the flight, into three tribes, he appointed 

chirping, or motions of birds, an augur for each tribe (i). A 

came from the Chaldseans to fourth was added fome time 

the Greeks, from them to the after, probably by Servius 

Hetrurians, and from the He- Tullius, who encreafed the 

trurians to the Latins and Ro- tribes. Thefe four were all 

mans. The name of augur is chofen out of the patricians ; 

<i) Plut.ibid. 
Vol. IX* Gc but 
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Thus was the colony founded ; but as it was thin of 
inhabitants^ Romulus^ to attra6i ftrangers from the neigh- 
bouring 



but in the year of Rome 
454, at the folicitation of the 
Inbunes, five perfons were 
added to the college, ele^ed 
out of the common people (2} ; 
and, in the year 672, Sylla en- 
creafed their number to fif- 
teen ( 5 ) . The eldeft of thefe 
prefided over the refl, and was 
honoured with the title of Ma« 
gifter Collegii (4) . Their of- 
fice, which we find comprifed 
in the augural law mentioned 
by Tully (5), was to interpret 
dreams, oracles, prodigies, &c. 
and to tell whether any a6lion 
ihould be fortunate or preju- 
dicial to particular perfons, or 
to the whole ftate. Thus they 
were the interpreters of the 
will of the gods, with refpe^l 
to the making of war or peace ; 
and all were obliged to obey 
them, in fo important an arti- 
cle. We find five forts of au- 
guries mentioned by the anci- 
ents ; I • From the appearances 
in heaven, as thunder, light- 
ning, comets, and other me- 
teors. '2. From birds, whence 
they had the name of aufpioes, 
from the Latin words avis and 
' toTifpicio* Some birds f^rniihed 
them with obfervations from 
, their chattering or finging ; 
others, from their flying. Tl^e 
former were called ofcines, and 
the latter prxpetes. For the 
taking of both thefe forts of 
auguries, the augur went up to 
fome high place, took the augu- 
ral flaff, which was bent at one 
. end like a crofier, and marked 



out with it the four templa or 
quarters of the heaven. Then 
he turned to the eaft, and, in 
that fituation, waited for the 
omen, which was of no fignifi- 
cation, unlefs confirmed by an- 
other of the fame fort. 3 . From 
birds kept in a coop for that 
purpofe. The manner of <K- 
vining from them was as fol- 
lows: early in the morning the 
augur that was to take the ob- 
fervation, after having com" 
* manded a general filence, or- 
dered the coop to be opened, 
and then threw in a handful of 
crumbs or com. If the chick- 
ens did not eat greedily, (cat- 
tered their food about widi 
their wings, let a great deal of 
it fall from their mouths to the 
ground, or, above all, refuted 
to eat, the omen was reckoned 
unlucky, and fome great mif- 
fortune portended ; but if thej 
fed greedily, and let none w 
their food drop out of thdr 
mouths, there was all theaffor- 
ance that poffibly could be 
widied for of happinefs and foe* 
cefs ( 6 ) . Thi s fort of augmj 
was called tripudium, from i£b 
ancient Latin word pa^irgy U 
^rik'e^ and terra^ the earth ; be? 
caufe the birds, in eating gice* 
dily, flruck the ground with 
their beaks. The rourth ibrt of 
augury was from beads, name* 
ly, wolves, goats, foxes, haS» 
ers, afies, rams, hares, weefbli^ 
and mice. The genend obfer* 
. vat ions about them were, vth^ 
ther they appeared in a &rai^ 



(2) Liv. lib. X, (3) Flor. lib iv. cap. 3. (4) Vide Alex, di 
Alex. lib. V. cap. 19. (5} Cic. de Pivin. lib.ii. (6) Vide 

Alex, ab Al^x. ibid. 
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tibufiag countries, opened an afylam or place ot refuge for 
fugitive (laves, homicides, outlaws, and infolvent debtors. 
Thefe he did not at firft receive within the walls, but al'- 
lotted them the hill Satumius:, afterwards called Capitolinus^ 
for their habitation. Nor was the appearance of religion 
granting to cover the king's policy : he erefted a temple to 
a new fort of divinity, called by him the Afylaean god^ 
under whofe proteAion all criminals were to live fecurely* 
Afterwards, when Romulus enlarged his new city, thd 
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place, orcrofledtheway ; whe- 
ther they ran to the right or 
l^ft,. &c. The laft fort of di- 
▼i nation by auguries was from 
what they called dirae, or un- 
ufual accidents happening to 
any perfon, as tumbling, fee- 
in g apparitions, hearing urange 
▼oices, meeting a wolf, a fox, 
a hare, &c. Any augur was 
allowed to take an obfervation ; 
but the judging of the omen 
was left to the decifion of the 
whole college. 

As to the arufpices, they were 
fb called a6 ar is ajptctendis^ that 
is, yrom looking on the altars. 
The Roman arufpices were all 
taken at firft from Hetruria, 
where their art was in great re- 
pute ; ' but afterwards' the fe- 
nate ordlsred twelve of the fons 
of the chief men in Rome to be 
fent into that country, to learn 
there the rites and ceremonies 
<rf the Etrufcan religion, of 
which this fcience was the chief 
part (7). The bufinefs of the 
arufpices was to look upon the 
jacred vi^ims, and by them 
to foretfel the fuccefs of any 
etitcrprize. They took their 
obicrvations from the viftims 
l)cfore they were cut up ; from 
their entrails after they were. 
£ut up; from the flame that 
fifed to rife while they were 
tmrning ; and laftly, from the . 



flour, bran, frankincenfe, vnnt " '* 
or water ufed in the facriiice* 
Before the vidiims were cut up^ 
it was an ^ ill omen when they 
would not come to the altar 
without being dragged, when 
they broke the rope, fled away, 
avoided the ftroke, ftruggled 
much after it, made a great bel- 
lowing, were long in dying, or 
bled but little. W hen the vie* 
tim was cut up, they obferved 
the colour of the parts, and 
whether any were wanting: a 
double liver, a little or lean 
heart, were counted very bad 
omens. If the heart was whol* 
ly mifling, nothing could be 
thought more dreadful and fa-^ 
tal ; if the entrails fell out of 
the prieft's hands, or were more 
bloody than ufual, or of a pale 
colour, they portended fudidea 
danger and ruin. As to thd 
flame of the facrifice, it fur* 
nifhed them with a good omen 
when it was pure and clear, rofe 
up in a pyramid without noife, 
and did not go out till the vie* 
tim was conlumed. Thefmoke 
likewife was confidered, whe* 
ther it whirled about, or fpread 
itfelf to the right and left, q^. 
yielded a fmell different fro^ 
that of broiled meat. If th6 
incenfe they burnt melted all at . 
once, and had an agreeable; 
fmell, it was a lucky omen. 



(7) Cic. de Divin. lib. i. Li v. lib. x. Florid lili iv« c^ }• 
Plut« in Romtth lib. v. cap. 19. 
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afylum was inclofed within the walls, and thpfewbohad 
fled to ity being brought under fome regulation, became 
citizens of Rome ^ Nothing was now wanting, but 
women, to fecure the duration of the ftate ; but, as the 
neighbouring people refufed fo'give their daughters iu 
marriage to fuch a crew of vagabonds, Romulus, by the 
advice o^ his grandfather Numitor, and the confent of the 
fenate, proclaimed a folemn feaft, and public games, in 
honour of Equeftrian Neptune, called Confus. This oc- 
cafioned a great concourfe of people, who flocked from 
the adjacent places to behold thofe pompous Ihews, to- 
gether with the new city ; but in the midft of the'folem- 
^hirapftf nity, the Romans, upon a fignal given by Romulus, ruft- 
tfu SahtMf jj^g jj^ ^j^jj jjjgjj. drawn fwords among the ftrangers, 

feized their daughters, and, by main force, carried them 
to their houfes, where they were kept till the next day, 
without any farther infult being offered to them, agreeable 
to the exprefs orders of Romulus. They were in all fix 
hundred and eighty-three ; and. Romulus chofe fo many 
huibands for them, marrying them after the fame man- 
ner that was ever after ufed in Rome ^ (S). 

This violence was highly refcnted by the neighbouring 
people, efjpecially by the Sabines; but as they were un- 
willing to engage in a war, their country being open on all 
fides, and defencelefs, they firft fent to demand therefti- 
tution of their daughters, promifing to enter into an alli- 
ance with the Romans, whereby they (hould have liberty to 



m^auM, 



i Plut. & Dion. Hal. ibid. 

(S) The form ufed in mar- 
riage was, "Partake you of 
your hufband's fire and water." 
This communication of fire and 
water between the hulband aod 
wife was the iymbol of conju- 
gal love and union, and infi- 
nuated, that their goods were 
in common between them* The 
virgins feized on this occafion 
were all called Sabines, becaufe 
moll of them were of that na- 
tion. The common opinion 
is, that they were, in all, fix 
kundred and eighty-three ; 
fome fay, five hundred and 
twenty-leven J and others re- 
duce them to thirty only, de- 
rivix)^ the word curia from Cu- 



^ Liv. lib. X. cap. 9. 

res, the name of the town, of 
which the women were for the 
mod part natives. But no hiflo- 
rian of any account is of this 
opinion. Romulus found but 
one married woman among all 
thofe whohad been feized. Her 
name was HerfiUa ; [and wcaie 
told by Zenodotus, quoted faj 
Plutarch, that Romulus mar* 
ried her, and had a daughter fay 
her, named Prima, becaufe te 
was his firil child, and a ibo^ 
called Abilius ; but other biilo* 
rians fay, that Heriilia 
married to a noble Roi 
named Hoflqs ; and that Tul* 
lius Hoflilius, the third king'iif 
Rome, defcended from her. 

iatermarry 
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intermarry with them : but Romuliits was inflexibley de- 
manding, on his part, that the Sabines fhou]d confirm the 
marriages of his Romans. While the treaty, which went 
on ilowly, fufpended hoftilities on both (ides, Acron, 
whom the hiftorians ftyle king of Caenina (T), being 
provoked at the late audacious rape, and jealous of the 
growing power of the new city, took the field ; and, be- 
ing joined by the inhabitants of Cruftuminum and An-^ 
temnae, made an incurfion into the Roman territories. 
Rpmulus inilantly marched out againft him , and, having Romulus 
engaged the enemy in the open field, challenged their ^'f'^^' '^ 
leader, according to the cuftom pf thofe times, to fingle ^J^^^^' 
combat, killed him, put his army to flight, and, purfuing kills tht'tr 
the fugitives to their town, made himfelf mailer of it. king. 
without oppoGtion. He fpared the blood of the con* 
quered ; but rafed their city, and carried the inhabitants 
to Jlome^ where he allowed them the fame prfvileges as 
had been granted to the moft ancient citizens '• For this ^ 

viAory, Romulus decreed himfelf the honours of a tri- 
umph; and, bringing home the fpoils of king Acron, 
confecrated them to Jupiter Feretrius» fo called, according 
to fome, from the Latin word ferirty to fmitiy becaufe he 
had killed the king with his own hand ; or from the word 
ferre^ to carry^ becaufe Romulus had himfelf carried 
the armour of the king he had killed. Anameofdif- 
tin^^ion was likewife given to the fpoils ; for they were 
called opima fpolia (U), becaufe they were more honour* Opima/pO" 
able than any other, on account of their being taken by lia. 
the general of the Roman army from the enemy's general^ 
after be had killed him with his own hand. 

Romulus, elated with this vi£i:ory, marched with orte R$mulut 
legion (W), levied in hafte, againft the Antemnates and 'l'^*f "^ . 

^ Cruftumini, ^^-^'-^J" 

' nmm and 
* Dion. Hal. lib. ii. p. ^S. Plut. ibid, Liv. lib. i. cap. lo. AntnuM^ 



(T) Caenina was fituated on 
the confines of Latium, and 
che country of the Sabines; 
whence fome geographers make 
a city of the Sabines, and 
thers of ancient La^um. Clu- 
^rius thinks it flood on the 
iks of the Anio next to 
lome; but Holflenius places 
on the oppofite bank, in the 
;ighbourhood of the prefent 
[onticelli. 



(U) Feflus derives the word 
opima from ofs^ which figoifieg 
the earthy and the riches it 
produces ; fo that opima fpolia^ 
according to that writer, figj? 
\xA&% rich fpoils: but Plutarch 
derives it from the word opus ; 
fo that opima fpolia, and fpoils 
hard to be obtained, are, in his 
opinion,oneand the fame thing. 
(W) The word legion is de- 
rived from the Il^in word U* 

C c 3 geu^ 
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Cruftamini) who had joined the king of Caenina ; and 
having, without great difificulty, overcome themy aad 
taken their cities, at the requeft of his own wife Herfilb, 
who was a native of Antemnae, he not only pardoned the 
inhabitants, but tranfplanted them tq Rome, where they 
were admitted to aU the privileges of Roman citizcBS, 
By this condu£t, the reputation of his clemency, as well 
as brayery, became fo great, that feveral cities of HetrU"- 
ria voluntarily fubmitted to him. Coelius, an Hetrurian 
general, led all the troops under his command to Rome, 
and fettled on a hill near the city, which, from him, took 
the name of Mount Coelius ". And now Romulus, be- 
ing obliged to enlarge the compafs of his city, took in 
the hill Saturnius, called afterwards the Capitol ; and, on 
the top of it, built a citadel, which he committed to die 
government of a noble Roman, named Tarpeius. The 
citadel was furrounded on all fides with ramparts and 
towers, which equally commanded the city and country. 
From the foot of the hill Saturnius, a wall was carried on 
quite to the Tiber, and a gate opened in it, which they 
(Sailed Carmentalis, from Carmenta, the mother of E^a* 
der, who either lived there, or had, in that place, fiMStt 
altar or chapel eredled to her. 

Notwithftanding this encreafcof the Roman forces, die 
Sabines fent a fecond deputation to Romulus, to demand 
their daughters ; and, upon> his refufal began hoftilitie^ 
and marched towards Rome with an army of twenty-fiYe 
thoufand foot, and one thoufand horfe, under the com* 
^land of their king Titus Tatius. Romulus, having le* 
ceived fupplies from his grandfather Numitor, and frooi 
Hetruria, marched againfft them, at the head of twentf 
thoufand foot, and eight hundred horfe. Romulus poftnt 
his army between the hills Efquilinus and Q^irinalis; 
while the Sabines encamped at the foot of the hill " 



turnius, in the plain afterwards called Campus Martins. 
Tatius, finding the Romans too well fortified to be aK< 
tacked, was very uneafy about the fuccefs of the enter*^ 
f)iize : but an unforefeen accident extricated him out q£ 
his difficulties ; for Tarpeia, daughter to the governor 
tof the citadel, greatly admiring the bracelets and 

*" Plut. Dion. Hal. ibid. Li v. ibid. cap. xx.. 



^cre^ t^ choofe^ the legions con- 
Sfting of choftn mtn. The 
number of men in a legion was 



different at different timet, \ 
we fhall occafionally . obfovc^J 
in thefequel of this hiitoiy* 
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of the Sabines, called to them from above, and pro- 
mifed to betray the place into their hands, provided they 
gave her what they wore on their left arms. The Sabines The citadsl 
readily agreed to grant her what flie required ; and, being betrayed 
by her admitted into the citadel, made themfelves maf- ^o their 
ftcrs of that place (X); an acquifition which Enabled them '^' 
to continue the war with more fecurity. For a long time, 
only light fkirmifhes pafled between the two parties; but 
at laft, as they both began to be tired with the charges of 
the war, they refolved to put the whole to the iffue of a 
general engagement, which was fought with great refolu- Agtnered 
tion on both fides, and renewed, for fe vera 1 days together, ^g^^ge^ 
with almoft equal fuccefs. In the laft conteft, the Sabines *'''*'' 
were at firfl put in diforder, and obliged to take refuge 
in the citadel, which the Romans, who purfued them, 
expeftpd to have retaken ; but the eneniy, rolling great 
ftones from the top of the hill, woupded Romulus on the Romulus 
head, and ftunned him fo, that, falling down fenfelefs, 'UfounMi 
he was carried out of the field into the city. This acci- 
flentinfpired the Sabines with new courage, who, falling 
iipon the Romans, put them to flight in their turn, and 

Jurfued them to the gates of Rome. In the mean time but drives 
lomulus recovering, returned to the battle, encouraged ^^^^^^' 
bis routed troops, and, having made a vow to Jupiter, \n ^'^* 
order to obtain his favour, droved the enemy back to the 
citadel. 

Titus Tatius being in poiTeflion of the citadel, and Ro^ 
mulus continuing mut up in his city, neither party was 
very forward to hazard another engagement. The Sa- 
bines were doubtful, whether they fhouM raife the fiegCy 
and content themfelves with ravaging the Roman territory. 

?he Romails, on their fide, were no lefs undetermined, 
hey confidered, that the Sabines were a powerful peo- 
ple, and that the late viftory had neither been complete 
nor decifive ; but, on the other hand, they could not 
with honour reftore the Sabine women ; for that reftitu- 
tion would have been an acknowlegement of their weak- 
nefs^ which would have made the enemy more haughty. 



(X) We are told, that the 
Sabines crufhed Tarpeia to 
leath with their bucklers, 
Bvhich they threw upon her, 
binking they difcharged their 
>roniife by thus giving her 
n^hat they wore on their left 
trms* From her the hill Sa- 



tumius took the name of Tar* 
peius, till the building of the 
Capitol ; and even then the 
fteepeft part of it, whence cri- 
minals ^vere thrown down head- 
long, continued to be called 
the Tarpeian Rock. 
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mans and 
Sabinti 
becomi one 
p$opli. 
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and more difficult to treat with. But while the men 
were thus deliberating, the women, at the perfuafion of 
Herfilia, demanded an audience of tne fenatc ; and, be- 
ing admitted, laid before them a defign which rhey had 
forriled, without the privity of their hujfbands. This was 
to mediate between the contending nations, and try whe- 
ther they could put an end to the 'war which had been 
undertaken for their fake. Their propofal met. "with no 
oppofition in the prefent conjunfture of affairs. A de- 
cree was Immediately pafled, permitting the women to 
go upon the negotiation they propofed. Ail the fecurity 
that was required of them, was, that each fhould leave 
one of her children at Rome ; the reft they were allowed 
to cany with them in their arms, in order to raife the 
companion of their grandfathers. The women, being 
thus authorifed, laid afidc their ornaments, and putting 
on moujning, advanced to the camp of the Sabines, where, 
by throwing themfelves ^t the feet of their fathers and re- 
lations, they raifed a general companion. King Tatius, 
having affembled his chief officers, ordered the women to 
declare on what purpofe ihcy were come; a talk which 
Jlerfilia is faid to have performed, in a Jong and pathetic 
fpcech : after which fhe begged a truce, that the chiefs 
pf the two armies might have an opportunity of conferring 
together. As the Sabines wanted only an honourable 
pretence to put an end to the war, they were eafily pre- 
vailed upon to accept the propofal. Accordingly, a trace 
was granted, during which the two kings had a confer- 
ence, which ended to the fatisfaftion of both parties! 
for a treaty of union was made, and confirmed by oath, 
the articles whereof were, i. That the two kings (hottii 
rcfide, and jointly reign, at Rome. 2. That the city 
(hoiild ftill, from Romulus, be called Rome ; but the ci- 
tizens Quiritcs, a name till then peculiar to the Sa- " 
bines (Y). 3, That the two nations fliould become on€| 
and that the Sabines fliould be made free of Rome, and 



(Y) The word j^/r/j, in 
the Sabine language, lignified* 
both a darty and a warlike deity 
armed with a dart. It is un- 
certain whether the god gave 
name to the dart, or the dart 
to the god ; but, however that 
be, this, godr Quiris, or Qui- 



rinus, was either Mars^ or 
fome other god of war, aod 
continued to be worfhipped in 
Rome, till Romulus, who, af- 
ter his death, was honoaid 
with the name Quirinus, toc4 
his place (1). 



(j)Plut. inRomtilo. 
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^e Reman Hiftory'. i 391 

enjoy all the privileges, of Roman citizens ". Three Sa- 
bine families of great diftinftion are particularly faid to 
liave fettled at Rome on this occafion, with their relations 
and dependents. The head of one was Valerius Volefus j 
of another, Talus Tyrannus ; and of the third, Mctius 
Curtius, who had (ignaiized himfelf in the laft battle (Z). 
To Valerius Volefus Plutarch afcrib^s the honour of ne- 
gotiating the peace. 

. The two nations being thus united, Tatius, in imita- 
tion of Romulus, formed a council of a hundred fenators 
of his own nation, who were alfo ftyled fathers, and en- 
joyed the fame privileges with thofe who had been infti- 
tuted by the founder. The two councils aflembled firft TAecomi^^ 
at the houfes of their refpeftive kings, but afterwards met "^• 
at the fame place which from thence was cialled comi- 
tium (A). After this union of the two nations and fe* 

» Dion. Hal. Liv. Flut. ibid. 

(Z) While the Romans hsrd fary, for the fafety of the rc- 
the advantage, this brave Sa- public, that the bravefl man in 
bine, breaking into the centre the city ftiould throw himfelf 
of their army, and rallying his into the gulf; whereupon one 
countrymen,- who had been Curtius, mounting on horfe- 
put in diforder, turned the back, leaped armed into it, and 
fcale in their favour. But Ro- the gulr immediately clofed. 
mulus meeting him, and en- Before the building of the 
gaging him in fingle combat, common fewers, this pool was 
obliged him, as he was already a fort of fink, which received 
wounded, to quit the field, all the filth of the city. Some 
Curtius being furrounded on writers think, that it received 
all fides by the enemy, qhofe its name from Curtius the con- 
rather to throw himfelf into a ful, colleague to M. Genucius, 
pool, made by the inundation bccaufe he caufed it to be 
of the Tiber, than to go a walled in, by the advice of 
great way about. As the pool the arufpices, after it had been 
was deep, and full of mud, ftruck with lightning (3)* 
Romulus, thinking his enemy (A) The word comitiuv! is 
was loft, left him, and re- derived from the ancient Latin 
joined his" army ; but the Sa- verb cumire^ which fignifies t9 
bine was taken out of the wa- meet. The comitium was at 
tcr, and the place ever after the foot of the hill Palatinus, 
called Lacus Curtius, even over-againft the Capitol. Not 
when it was dried up, and al- far from thence^ the two kings 
moft in the centre of the Ro- built the temple of Vulcan, 
man forum (2). Prociliusfays, where they ufually met, to 
that the earth having opened, confult the fenate upon the 
the arufpices declared it necef- moft important afiairs, 

(2> Dion. Hal. ibidt . (3) Varro de Ling. l«at. lib. iv. 

natet^ 
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^» ^ nates, were inftituted, s^ccording to Livy % the three bo-* 
tion 0fthi ^i^^ of Roman knights, called Ramnenfes, Tatienfes, and 
/r>f Roman Luceres. The firu body had its name from Romulus, the 
tuigku. fecond from Tatius, and the third from *the lucus or 
grove where the afylum ftood> this laft order being formed 
out of thofe who had there taken refuge. Thefc three bo- 
dies of horfe were incorporated into the Roman legions, 
which, from this time, confided, according to the mo& 
common opinion, of four thoufand men each ; whence a 
legion was called quadrata. As Rome was chiefly indebted 
' to the Sabine women for this happy increafe of wealth and 
power,' honourable privileges, and marks of diftindion, 
were allowed them ; every one was commanded to give 
way to them ; all immodeft difcourfes were forbidden in 
their prefence; no indecent objeds were to be brought 
into their fight ; in capital caufes they were exempted fron 
the jurifdid^ion of the ordinary judges ; and laftly, their 
children were allowed to wear the bulla aurea, the golden 
ball, hanging from their necks, and a particular robe, called 
prsetext^, with a purple border, to diftinguifti them from 

flie vulgar (B). ^p, 

• Livi lib. 1. cap. 13. •*•*** 

(6) Authors are divided in bulla, and made an offering of 

their opinions about the form it to the dii lares, or houihold 

of this ornament, which the gods. As to the praetexta, it 

Sabine women were allowed had a border of pnrple roand 

I to hang about the. necks of its edges, whence it took its 

their children. It was called name. This robe was worn by 

bulla; and Plutarch fays (4), girls till their marriage, and 

that it was like the little bub- by boys till they were feyeo- 

bles which the drops of rain teen, when they took the toga 

make, when they fall upon virilis, or manly robe. Bat 

running water. It is therefore wh^ in the time of Romulus 

probable, that thefe little gol- was a mark of difliniSHon finr 
den balls were hollow and . the children of the Sabine wo- 

light. Others think they were men, became afterwards vwy 

but half globes, being on one common ; for even the chil- 

, fide flat, and on the other glo- dren of the liberti, that is, of 
bular. Macrobius fays, that thofe who were made free, 
Tarquin the elder extended the lyore rpbes bordered with pur- 
right of wearing this ornament pie, in their youth. In pto- 
to all the children of the pa- cefs of time, the graved m^ 
tricians ; and that he began giftrates wore them, not only 
with his own. The young at Rome, but in the colonies 
men, when they attained the and municipia. Thispr^re^ta 
age of manhood, quitted the was not only a mark of the 

(4) Plut, ibid. 

quality 
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• The two kings reigned jointly, and in great harmony, 
for five years, Romulus holding his court on the hill Pa^ 
latin us, and Tatius refiding on the hill Tarpeius. The 
Sabines ' fettled on a hill called by them Quirinalis, either 
in memory of their city Cures, or in honour of their god 
Quiris. The place between the hills Palatinus and Tar- 
peius became a common market-place for the two united 
nations, and was called the Forum. The union of the 
two nations foon produced a mixture of manners, cuftoms» 
and religion. The Sabines adopted the Roman godsy and 
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quality of the pcrfon that wore 
it, but was betides looked upon 
as a facred habit, and a kind of 
fiuard or defence againfl^ the 
injuries to which children are 
expoied. Thus Periius calls 
U cuftos purpura ($) ; and 
Quintilian, in one of his decla- 
mations, (lyles it, ^' the facred 
liiabit of the praetexta, the robe, 
which raifes in us a holy reve- 
rence and veneration to the 
helplefs condition of child- 
liood." In procefs of time the 
bulla became as common as the 
praetexta, all the fons of the in- 
^enui, or free born, being al- 
lowed to wear it, but with this 
diilin6tion, that their bulla 
was not of gold, but of leather. 
Iq the account we have here 
given of the bulla aurea and 
prsetexta, we have followed 
l^ioayfius HalicamafTenlis and 
Lrivy ; but Macrobivis, on the 
authority of foine writers, re- 
lates the matter in a quite dif- 
ferent manner ; for he fays, 
that Hernlia, being carried 
away with her daughter, fell 
in marriage to Hoftus, an offi- 
cer of great dillin£tion, and was 
the firft who bore a child to 
Rome. To this child alone, who 
was called Hoilus Hodilius, 

(i) Peril us, Sat. v. ver. 30. 
cap. 6. Vide Dacier, in Herat* 



Romulus granted the privilege 
i)f wearing the bulla aurea* 
Some are of opinion, that Tar- 
qui^ius Priicus, in a triumph 
for a vi<5tory gained over the 
Sabines, firii: honoured hi» 
own fon with the prsetexta and 
bulla aurea, for killing one of 
the enemy's chief commanders 
with his own hand. Others, 
without mentioning this vic- 
tory, pretend, that Tarquin, 
among other wife inftitutions, 
took particular care to aflign 
the proper habit both to the 
boys and girls, and appointed 
the praetexta and bulla aurea 
for the fons of the fenators and 
patricians, and the prsetexta 
alone for their daughters, and 
alfo for the fons ot thofe who 
had ferved among the horfe the 
.full time the law required. 
The figure of a nwn's heart 
was fometimes imprelTed on the 
bullae aureae, to put thofe who 
wore them in mind of this. mo- 
ral truth, that men are only 
valuable for the qualities of 
their hearts. In like manner 
the purple colour of the prae- 
texta was to remind them of 
the modefty which became 
them at that age (z). 



(s) Macrob. Saturn ah lib. i. 
lib. V. ode j. 
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the Romans worihipped indifcriminately thofe of tlie Sa« 
'bines. They unanimoufly inftituted the feftival called 
Matronalia, in memory of the peace concluded by the 
mediation of the women (C). As to martial afiairs, the 
conqueft of Cameria> a city in the neighbourhood of 
Rome, was the only military atchievement that diftin- 
guiflied the union of the two kings. Four tboufand of 
its inhabitants were trani^ianted to Rome, and a colony 
fent from thence to Cameria. In the fixth year of Romu- 
lus and Tatius, the latter, having provoked the Larinians^ 
by protefbkig fome of his friends, who had ravaged their 
territories, was- by them' murdered at the foot of the altar, 
while he was ofTering a facrifice, together with Romulus, 
in the city of Lavinium, to the tutelary gods of the ftate. 
Romulus conveyed the body of his colleague to Rome, 
with great pomp, and caufed it to be honourably interred 
on Mount Aventine. The Lavinians, fearing the refent* 
ment of Romulus, delivered up the afTaflins' into his 
hands ; but he fent them back unpuniflied, a circumflance 
which gave occafion to fufpe£^, that he was not at leaft 
difpleafed at the death of his colleague ^. 

Not long after the death of Tatius, a cruel plague, a&> 
tended with a great famine, breaking out at Rome, the 
Camerini embraced this opportunity to (hake off the yoke^ 
and lay wade the Roman territory. But Romulus gave 
thfcm battle, killed fix thoufand of them on the fpot ; and 
returning to Rome, entered the city in triurAph. The 
like fuccefs attended him againft the- Fidenates, whofe 
city, (landing about forty furlongs from Rome, he tooki 
and made it a Roman colony. This conduft drew new 
aaJ Vii* enemies upon him ; for the Veientes (D), reclaiming Fi- 
gntes* denae, as a city within their jurifdiftion, laid fiege to it; 

but their forces being defeated in two battles, and a gr^t 
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Cauurinu 



FidenatiSt 



q Dion. Halic. p. no. 



(C) This feftival was cele- 
brated on the firft of March. 
During this feftival, fuch of 
the Roman women as were 
married, ferved their Haves at 
table, and received prefents 
from their hufbands, as the 
huftwnds did from their wives 
the time of the Saturnalia. 



in 



,As the feftival of the Mati'on- 
alla was confec rated -jo Mars, 



and, as fome will have it» ta 
Juno Lucina, facrifices were 
offered to both thefe deities. 

(D) Veii was fituatedona 
craggy rock, about one huu: 
dred furlongs from Rome ; and 
is compared by Dionyfius Ha:? 
licamalTenfis to Athens, for 
extent and riches. Cluverius 
places it in the neighbourhood 
of the prefent Scroiano. 

number 
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ntimt>er of them taken prifoners, together with their com- 
mander, they were forced to prevent their total ruin by a 
timely fubmiflion. They therefore fent ambafla'dors to 
Rome, to fue for peace ; and Romulus granted them a 
truce for a hundred years, upon the following conditions : 
that they fliould deliver to him feven fmall towns on the 
Tiber, fome falt-pits near the mouth of that river, and 
fend fifty of their chief citizens to Rome, to be kept there 
as hoftages. A war thus advantageoufly endedi, procured 
Romulus the honour of a third triun^ph (£). 

This was the laft war in which Romulus engaged. He ^^t lawt 
employed the remaining part of his life in , fettling the ^f^omuliiSt 
government on the fureft foundations. He made many 
good laws ; but we have only fome fragments of them re-' 
maining. The firft relates to marriages, and forbids a 
wife to leave her hufband upon any pretence whatfoever ; 
but,' at the fame time, allows the huft>andto put away his 
wife, and even to punifli her with death, in cafe (he fhould 
be convifted of adultery, poifoning, ipaking falfe keys, 
or only of drinking wine. Each hufband was confined to 
one wife, their goods being in common between them j 
but under the adminiftratioh of the hufband. In relation 
to children, Romulus gave their fathers an abfolute power 
over them ; fo that they could, by their own private au- 
thority, imprifon them, fell them for Haves, and even put 
them to death, of whatever age they were, and whatever 
dignity, office, or employment they neld ^. He appointed 
no punifhment for real parricide ; but called all murder fo, 
thinking the latter a deteflable crime, the fornier im- 

9 Dion. Halic. lib. it. p. 99. A, Gell. cap. S3. 

(E) The prifoners were all a child ; and to the Veientes, 

Ibid for (laves ; and what was who, with the other Hetru- 

done at this faic, gave rife to rians, were a colony of Ly« 

I cudom which prevailed ever dians, whofe .metropolis was 

ifter; for when they returned the city of Sardis (4). Other 

rhanks to the gods for any vie- writers date this cuflom from 

tory^ they ufed to drefs an old the time of the - conquefi of 

nan in a purple robe, with a Sardinia by Tiberius Sempro- , 

:bild's bulla about his neck, nius Gracchus, when fuch a 

ind cry round him, ** Sardians number of flaves was brought 

fell.** By this ceremony from that iHand, that none 

hey alluded to the old king or were to be feen in the markets 

ro vernor of the Veientes, who, but Sardinians. 

D this war, had behaved like . 

\ Plut. & Dion. Halic. ibid, 

poflible : 
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poffible : and indeed it was unknown in Rome for near 
fix hundred yearSy as divorces were, notwithflanding the 
power granted to hufbands ^ 
A #rt- Romulus, in the latter part of his reign^ whether clat- 

«•!«# the cd with his former fucceffes, or carried away with notioot 
Jimmie fy of arbitrary power, began to enlarge his prerogative |b^ 
Ari arh' yond its proper bounds, and to pay no longer any de» 
irmrjf 6#. fcrence to his great council. The fenators were afiem* 
bled, though merely for form-fake, and to ratify his com- 
mands : but what principally provoked the fathers w$$i 
his (haring the conquered lands amone his foldiers, wMi- 
out confulting them, and his reftoring to the Veieatet 
their hoftages, againil their opiniop. This haughty and 
arbitrary carriage they could not brook; and there£oit 
confpired his de(lru£tion, which they foon after efie&c^ 
Romulus having appointed a review of his troops on a 
plain without the city, the fenate attended him chithet; 
while he was haranguing them, a fudden ftorxn of hail 
and thunder difperfed the army ; and the fenators, is* 
maining alone with the king, thought this too favooraUe 
Tr. of Fl. ^n opportunity to be negleSed. He was therefore flaifly 
1637. and his body immediately conveyed out of fight. Sow 
Ante Chr. writers tell us,, that, the better to conceal the fa£l, Ae 
_-7"* fenators cut him in pieces, each of them carrying away a 
' ^^' part under his robe. However that be, the fenatoraMk 
if mur- occaGon, from the fecrecy of the fad, and the coofiedU 
4ir04i. menc of the body, to perfuade the multitude, that lIlK 

king was furrounded by a flame, and fnatched op ioM 
heaven. But this ftratagem did not appeafe the foldiecyi 
till Julius Proculus, a fenator of great diilindion, haviaj .3 
aflembled the curiae, told them,, that Romulus had ^ 

i>eared to him, and enjoined him to acquaint his people^ 
hat it had pleafed the gods he fhould return to heave% 
from whence he originally came ; but that he would h| 
always a propitious god to them, under the name fli 
Quirinus. As Julius Proculus, who was efteemed a watB 
of great probity, and had been always thought, a friea^ti 
Romulus, fwore to the truth of this ftory, all fui}^4 
were removed, and divine honours decreed to the 



deity •. His death happened on the feventh day of Jfijli 
in the thirty-feventh year of his reigii, and fixtieA, Ai 
as others fay, fifty-fifth year of "his age. Such was vl 
end of Romulus, the founder and firft king of JloflM^j 

■ 

r plut. ubi Ajpra. • Dion. HaL lib. ii. p. tio. Plut, Lit 

lib. i. cap. 16. . . ^ 
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He was .thought to be the fon of Mars \ and it does not 
appear, that he ever af^ed unbecoming that charafter : 
for he' had, in a fliort time, made his fmall colony formi- 
dable to all the neighbouring nations. Nor were his wif- 
dom and policy inferior to j^is courage. In a few years, 
he increafed his fubjcfts from three thoufand three hun- 
dred men, to forty-feven thoufand ; and, what is ftill 
furpirifing, formed a people out of a gang of (laves and 
profligates, who became matters of the woHd, and yei 
were long more renowned for their virtue than for their 
courage or conq(i6fts.* After the death of his grandfather 
Numitof, the fovereignty of Alfea dev6lved upon him 5 
but he referved to himfelf no other power over it, than 
that of naming annually a magiftrate, with the title of 
di3:ator, to govern it in form of k republic. 

- Romulus flying without iflue, the city was much' divid- His diath 
fed about the ele6li6n of a ne^ king. The Romans did ^'' fiUoiMi 
Hot judge it advifeable to refign the regal authority to the ^ ^^ !ll^. 
Sabines ; and the Sabines thought it was but juft that the 
•king (hould be chofen out of their nation, fince they had 
peaceably fobtnitted to Romulus, and contributed, as 
much as the Romans, to the raifirig of the city to its pre- 
fent wealth and power. During thefe difputes, the fena« ^ 

tors, to prevent anarchy and confufion, took the fove^* 
rcignty into thfeJt own hands. The two hundred fenatori 
divided th'emfelves into decuries dr tens. Thefe decuries 
-drew lots whi^h (hoUld govern firft; and the decury to 
whofe lot it fell, enjoyed the fupreme authority for five 
dayS) yet in fuch manner, that one perfon only of the 
governing decury had the enfignsof fovereignty at a time. 
To thefe another decury fucceeded, each of them fitting 
orr the throne in his turn, wearing the crown, &c. This 
form of gdvfernntent, which was called interregnum, had 
Hot lafted long when the people, growing weary of 
Inch frequent change of mafters, obliged the fathers to 
jrefolve on the eleftion of a king. The interrex, there- 
fore, for the' time being, having fummoned the people^ 
addrefTed thetn thus : ** Elefk yourfelves a king, O Ro- 
mans ; the innate gives their confent ; and if you choofe 
H prince worthy to fucceed Romulus, the fenate will con- 
Brm your choice." The people was fo well pleafed with 
^is condefcenfion of the fenate, that they remitted the 
*hoice to them : but as the former diiBculty dill remained^ 
Birhether the king (hould be a Sabine or a Roman, this oc- 
;afioned long difpute$> till at length they came to this 

agree- 
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agreement, that the Romans (hoald cKoofe the king, bi 
be obliged to ele£i a Sabine ^ 

There was, at this time, a Sabine pbilofopher, wh^ 
led a folitary life, and was wholly taken up with the woi 
(hip of the gods. His name was Numa Pompilius, tl 
fourth fon of Pompilius Fompo, an illuftrious Sal 
He had married Tatia, the daughter of king Tatius, 
together with her, remained in his native country, 
ferring the tranquility of a private life to the fplendor 
a court. Upon the death of his wife, with whom he 
lived thirteen years, he gave himfelf up entirely tc^ 
ftudy of wifdom ; and, leaving the ^ity of Cures, coi " 
himfelf to the country, wandering from folitude to 
tude, in fearth only of thofe woods and fountains wl 
religion had made facred. His reclufe life gare rife- 
the fable, which was very early received among the 
bines, that Numa lived in familiarity with the nj 
Egeria. This man both the fenate and people ftr< 
folicited to be their king. Then tbey difpatched J] 
Froculus and Valerius Volefus, two fenators of diftini 
to acquaint Numa with their refolution, and make 
an oner of the kingdom. The Sabine pbilofopher reji 
at firft their propofal, but being at laft prevailed upoB 
the arguments and intreaties of the deputies, joined y 
thofe of his father, and of Martins his near relation, 
yielded; and, having offered Sacrifices to the gods, 
out for Rome, where he was received, by all ranks of 
pie, with loud (bouts of joy. Spuritts Vettius, the 
rex for the day, having aiTembled the curisCt he was el 
ed in due form, and the ele£tion was unanimoufly 
firmed by- the fegate **. 

This king's reign was no way memorable for faattki{ 
conquefts ; for he made it his chief ftudy to quiet all. 
tentions at home, to reform the manners of the 
and to eftabliih good policy in the city. - The firft !beff\ 
took was to difmifs the royal guard of three hundreds! 
leres, obferving, that it would not become him to 
over a people he diftrufted, or to fufpeA a pe<q>1e 
compelled him to reign over them. In the next] 
he employed his endeavours to quiet the difleni 
Rome, to bring all the. citizens to a perfeA concord#i 
harmony among themfelves, and to moderate the 



• < Liv.lib. i. cap. 17. 
ibid. cap. 18. 
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^'dour of tTjc Romans ty impreffipns of religion ^ (F). 
mt though Numa had, according to Plutarch, Jight no- 
tions of the Deity, he did not introduce the true worfliip 
of the Supreme Being; but authorized both the Sabine 
and Alban fupcrftitions, directing only order and decency 
in the perfoTmance of them. With this view he divided Di'uijts 
the ininifters of religion into eight claffes, namely, cu- '^ minify 
• riones, famines, celeresy augurs, Veftal virgins, falifc ^^^^J^^^*" 
feciaks, and pontihces. Ihe curiones w,erc the particular eight 

Slriefts of each curia : the famines, fo called from the ctaffis. 
afliion or colour of their caps (G), were priefts, whofe 
niihiftry wa§ confiried to fome particular god, from whom 
tbey topic their name, as the F/amcn Dialis, the Flamen 1 

fifartialis, &:c. the celeres were inferior minifters, whofe 
duty it was to take care of the facrifices, under the direc- 
tion of the tribunesy who h^d commanded them when 
they were guards to Romulus : the augurs not only fore- 
tola future events by the flying of birds, but had many 
other kinds of divination Und^r their province : the Veftals 
were wholly devoted to the goddefs Vefla, and obliged, 
linder'thfe fevered penalty, to keep the facred fire in her 
temple perpetually burning : the falii were the guardians, 
of the ahcilia, or twelve Ihields, hung up in the temple of 
Mars J. they took their name from their dancing in the ce* 
lebration of the annual feilival inuituted in memory of a 

w Liv. lib. i. cap. 19. . 

<F) Plutarch tells us-Ci), that whicfh flgnlfied a' ftftt df ckf' 
he had true notions of the- ^hi^h was* peculiar to them;' 

Deity ; that is, of a firft prin- Others think .they took thcif . . 

ciple of all things, impaflkble, nimes from the flame-coloured' 
invKible, incorruptible, and tufts they h$id oq their caps* 
plircfy intelligible ; and there- They were chofen by the jpeo- 

ftre prdliiblited the reprefent- pie, and, inaugurated by the 

iir^ of (jrod in the refemblance poritifex' niaximus. The flai«' 
of man ot beait. The fanieau- m'iile's cdiild not be depofed bui 

thor adds, that, for thefpace of for very great reafons. Their 

one hundred and fixty years, wives, who were called flapii* 

fhere were no painted nor nicse, partook of thepri^flh'ood 

giraven images in the Roman of their hufbands, and iharcd 

temples or fan^uaries. with them the care of the fa- 

CjO J Thcfe priefts were firft cnfices. Aflaminicacouldnot 

called, as Plutarch informsiis, be * divorced on any' account ; 

pileatpiixes, from the Greek and, upon her death, the fla« 

word n-rAof, or the Latin //^«/, men loft his facerdotal dignity. , 

(1) Pint, in Numa. 

Vol. IX. D d miraculous 
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miraculous (hield, which Numa pretended fell dawp 
from heaven : the bufincfs of the feciales was to demand 
fatisfadion for the injuries Rome received from her ene- 
mies ; to proclaim war againft them in cafe of refu£d$ 
and to take care that all treaties with the neighbouring na- 
tions were faithfully obferved: the pontinces (H) weit 
the moil venerable of all the clafles ; their ofEce was to 
give judgment in all caufes relating to religion; teen* 
quire into the lives and manne/^ of inferior priefts, and^fo 
punifh them if they faw occafion ; to regulate the fiA^ 
facrifices, and all other facred inftitutions ; to determine 
what works fliould be deemed lawful, and what unlaw* 

, ful, on feftival days. They had a prefident, with the ^ 

of pontifex maximusy whofe office was one of the raoA 
honourable in the commonwealth *. Some fay that NQisBa 
rcferved this eminent dignity for himfclf ; and others, tliat 
he conferred it on Jiis relation, Numa Marcius. 

Numa's view, in thus multiplying the ceremonies ofte^ 
Hgion, was the more cfFeflually to divert the Romaas 
from purfuits of ambition and violence of arms. For Ae 
fame porpofe, or at lead to check fo fierce a people, cfir. 
ready, upon theflighteft occafions, to begin a war, heJC- 

Dedtcatis djcated a temple to Janus, the fymbol of prudence, wU^'. 

Janm '* looks Wo ways, and examines what is pad, and wM 
may come. This temple was to ftand open in time of 
war, and to be flint in time of peace. He likewife erdSU* 
ed an altar to Bona Fides, or Good Faith, in order to biiiw 
the republic to be faithful to her treaties, and the private 
citizens to their private contrails with each other. Tie 
fame fpirit of equity made him introduce another kind of 
deities, under the name of Termini, or Boundaries ; w)SA 
he caufed to be placed on the borders of the Roman ftstita.' 
and of each man's private lands. In honour of thefe dew 
ties he inftituted a feftival, called Terminalia, which wai. 
annually celebrated on the twenty-fecond or twenty-dAi 
of the month of February : to remove the Dii Tenidrifi 

X Dion. Hal. lib. ii.p. no-- 12S. 

(H) The word pontifex is, pontifex was in u(e at ReMS.' 

Jbymoft authors, derived from before there were any briAifii'«l 

fms and facerty the repairs of there. He derives it jpS'* 

thfc bridges, which were deem- the word potnis^ which* 

ed facred, being committed to ' old Latin, dgnified po'vjerW^ 

the pontifices. But Plutarch Others take it to be a cM«' 

finds fault with this etymology, pound o^potis and /ar^r , wtee 

und tells us. that the word /^/•/•»/» fit/nifi^^c //,/%,«.,* v;.^ 



linu» liiutc wi¥u iU4» ct^iiiuiogy , puunu qs potts vkUid jacerf ^ \ 

and tells us, that the word faccre figiufics tofacrifue. 
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Wad deemed a facrilege of fo heinous a nature, that any 
man might kill, with impunity, the tranfgreffor y. 

The reformation of religion was followed by an improve* Impro*ves 
ment of the laws j in which he had a particular regard to '^' ''^w/^ 
the prefervation of modefty in women ; neverthelefs, he 

Eermitted hufbands to lend their wives, after they had 
ore children. This was a kind of temporary divorce in 
favour of thofe men whofe wives were barren ; but the 
hufbands ftill continued to have the fame potver over 
them, and could call. them home, or lend them to others, 
as they pleafcd. He reformed the law made by Romulus, 
with relation to the power of parents over their children 5 
for he would not fufFer a father to fell his fon after mar- 
riage, thinking it unjuft, that a woman who had married 
a free man, fhould be obliged to live With a flave. 

For the encouragement of agriculture, Numa divided Encoun^e^ 
flie lands, which the late king had obtained by conqueft, ^^i^ul-^ 
among thofe who had no other occupation ; and the better '*'^'* 
to keep them attentive to the improvement df their farms, 
diftributcd them into pagi, or villages, over e^ch of which 
he appointed a chief, or fuperintendant, Wliofe buGnefa 
Was to keep a watchful eye over the hufbandmen, to en- 
courage them when diligent, to punifh them when floth- 
fiil, and to make a report to the king of the progrefs of 
agriculture in his diftri£t. By thefe means the. lands were 
cultivated, and the city difburdened of the idle foldiery, 
who had been accuftomed, under Romulus, to live by 
rapine *. , - . 

But the mafter-piecte of Numa's policy Vas his diftribut- Diflributit 
ing the citizens of Rome into diftinft bodies of tradefmen. {^^^ citiKgns 
The city had been hitherto rent into two fadions, occa- ^"^/i^'*^ 
Goned by the union of the Sabines and firft Romans ; and tradeimtn. 
aothing could be more dangerous than fuch a divifion of 
the ftate, as it were, into two different nations. ,Numa, 
herefore, to take away all diftinftion of Roman and 
Jabine, divided all the inhabitants according to their 
everal trades and occupations, making every profeffion a 
larticular company and fociety, and appointing to each 
beir refpe£live courts and priviTeges. ^In this divifion the 
AuGcians had the firft rank, becaufe employed in the 
fiices of religion : the goldfmiths, carpenters, curriers^ 
yers, taylors, &:c. formed alfo diftin£t communities, and 
-ercallowed to make by-laws among themfelvcs, to have 
leir own feftiyals, particufar facrinces, &c. Thus the 

r Plut. Liv. k Dion. Hal. ibid. « Plut. in Nam?. 
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RomanG and Sabines, being intermixed in the fame focle- 
ties, forgot their party^namesj and were brought to an 
entire ufiipn *. ^ 

Kff$rm9 The laft. reforrhatipn which Ntima undertook, .was that 

tkecakm- of the calendar. Romulus divided his year into ten 
monthsy^ which, according to Plucarch, had no certain 
or equal: number of days^ fome confifting of twentyi 
fbme of thirty-five, and fome of more **. But Macrobios 
tells us% that he fettled the number of days with more 
equality, allotting to March, May^ Quintilis, and Octo- 
ber, thirtvrone days 5 to April, June,. Sextilis, Novem- 
ber, and becember, thirty ; maJcing up in all three hun- 
dred and four days* Numa was better acquainted widi 
the celeftial motions; and therefore, undertaking to reform 
the calendar,^ added the two months of January and Fe- 
bruary. To compofe thefe two months he added fifty 
days to the three hundred and four, in order to make 
them anfwer to the courfe of the moon ; he then took fix 
more from the fix months; that had even days, adding one 
odd day more than he ought to have done, merely out of 
fuperftilion, to make the number fortunate. However, 
he could not . allow more than twenty-eight for Febru- 
ary ; and therefore that month was always cou^nted un- 
lucky. Befides, he.obferved the difference between the 
folar and lunar courfe to be eleven days ; andj to remedy 
the inequality, he doubled tbofe days after every two 
yearSy adding an interftitial month after February ; whick 
Plutarch call3, in one place, Mercedinus S and in anodier 
Mercedoniua * (I j. As Numa^ was fenfible that the folar 

year 

• Pint. inrNUma* ^ Idem. ibid. cMacrob. SatumaL 

lii^, i. cap. t». < Plut. in Numa. « Idem, in Jul. CxC 

(I) Fcftus fpeakd of certain the expiations, fignified by the 

dHys, which he calls Mcrcedo- word rebrua, which were pa* 

nil dies, becaufe they were formed in this month ; Marcb, 

appointed for the payment of the firil month of Romuluii 

workmen and domefUcs. Per* year, had its name from Man^ 

hnpath^intetvalary month was, his' fuppofed father; Apcil| 

for the fame reafon^ called from Venus, called by de 



Mercedonios, from the Latin Greeks 'Af^^m ; May, 

word ffrercf J, figoifying ^wa^s* Maia, the mother of Meroofr 

As for the other months, Ja- according to Plutarch (i); 

nuary had its name from Janus ; thqugb Macrobii^s makes tkl^ 

J'cbrus^y was fo called from Maia, to whom May was oob* 

(0 Plut. in Numa« 

fecFsted 
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year coaGfted of three hundred fixty-five days, snd fik 
hours, and that the fix hours made a whole day in four 
.years, he commanded that the month Mercedinus, after 
every four years, ihould confift of twenty^three days ; but 
the care of thefe intercalatioris being left to the prieftfl^ 
they put in, or left out, the intercalary day and month, as 
^hey fancied it lucky or unlucky, and, by this fuperftition 
created fuch confufion, that the feftivals and folemn days 
came, in procefs of time, to be kept at a feafon quite con- 
trary to that when they were firft inftituted ^ 

Numa had now reigned near forty-three years, and was Numa 
in the eighty-fecpnd of his age, when he died of a dif- ^^^** 
temper, which gradually wore him away, without impair- 
ing the vigour of his mind. During his long reign, peace 
had fo foftened the warlike temper of the Romans, .that 
it might be literally faid of them, that their weapons were 
changed into inftruments of hufbandry : no intedine fe- 
ditions, no ambitious defires of the throne, not fo much 
bs any murmurs againft the perfon of the king, or his ad- 
miniftration, appeared among them. When he died, he 
was as fincerely lamented by the Romans, as if every man 
had loft his deareft friend, or his own father. Strangers, 
to whom he was equally dear, upon the news of his death, 
flocked from all parts to Rome, to celebrate his obfequies, 
bringing along with them perfumes and crowns, to be 
ufed at his funeral. As he had forbidden the burning of 
his body, it was put into a ftone coffin, and buried, pur- 
fuant to his own orders, with th^ greateft part of the 
books, he had written, at the foot of the hill Janiculus 
(K), whither he. was carried on the Shoulders of his fena- 

torst 
f Idera ibid. Vide Cenforin. de IMe Natalia cap. so. 

iecrated, the fame with Rhea, as Qulntilis, Sextilis, Septem- 

Pps, or the Earth, and differ- ber, Odober, .November, and 

CBt from Mercury's mother (2); Decetnber^ Only Quiatilis 

Ovid brings it from the word andSextilis afterwards changed 

major esy or elder i{7^^. June their names into July and A u* 

cither comes from juventus, guft, in honour of Julius Cse- 

becaufe this is the youthful and &r, and his fucceflbr AuguO 

gay part of the year (4), or is tus. 

a. contraftion of Junonius, and (K) The books which he 

^ledicated to the'goddei's Juno ordered to be buried with him, 

C0> The other months had were dug up again four hun« 

»eir names from their order, dred years after his deathj and 

{z) Maci'ob.lib. i. cap. la. (3) Ovid. Faft. lib. ▼. ver. 73, 

(^) Plut. ibid. (5) Macrob. ibid. 
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torSs and followed by all the people, who, with tears and 
lamentations, bewailed the lofs of fo good a prince. He 
left behind him but one daughter, named Pompilia, who 
was married to Numa Marcius, by whom (he had Ancos 
Marcius» the fourth king of Rome > (L). 

Yn of Fl. The death of Numa was followed by an interregnum, 
1683. which proved very fliort, Tullu* Hoftilius being unani* 

^"fifi ^^^' "^^"^y chofen by the people, and accepted by the fenate. 

U. C-^'83. Hoftus, the grandfather of Tullus Hoftilius, was origin 
' nally of Medulia, a city of Latium j but had Settled at 

Tuliu4 Hof* Rome, about four years after its foundation* There he 

ti&uu married the famous Herfilia, or, as others will have it, 

her daughter, and had by her Hoftus Hoftilius, the fa- 
ther of Tullus Hoftilius (M). Tullus began his reign, 

' K Plut« Dion. Hal. & Li v. lib. i. cap. si* 

burnt by a decree of the fenate. tor aifures us, that Nunja'i 

They contained his reafons for 'motives for the religion he cf* 

the novelties he had introduced tablifhed at Rome were fbun4 

into the Roman worlhip. We. to be fo trivial, that the fenate 

gre indebted to Varro for this thought Hi to fupprefs tbem. 
ficcount (i). " One Terer^- (L) Some writers have gives 

tius, (fays he), had a piece of Numa four fons, who, they 

ground near the Janiculum ; fay, were afterwards the flocki 

and a hulbandman of his one oi^ four illuftrious families* 

day accidentally running over But the common opinion is, 

Numa's tomb, turned up fome that he had only one daughter, 

»of the legiilator's books, where- named Pompilia; and (he ii 

in he gave his reaibns for eAab- faid to have 'been bom to him 

lifliing the religion of the Ro- of a fecond wife, by name Lo- 

mans on the foundation which cretia, whom he married after 

]ie left it. The hulbandman his election to the crown. An- 

carried thefe books to the prae- cus Martius, his grandfon, was 

tor, and the prsetor to the fe- only five years old when his : 

pate, ivho, after having read grandfather died ; and theie* 

his frivolous reafons for the re- fore paiTed by in the next etec- 

ligious eflablifliments, agreed, tion, as not being of an age ft 

that the books (hould be de- ' to govern, 
flroyed, in purfuance of Nu- (M) Hoftus had fignafitel 

' ma's intentions. It was ac* himfelf under Romulus, inUi 

Cordingly decreed, that the wars with the Sabines andfi- 

praetor (hould throw them into denotes. He was the firftwha 

the fire.** St. Auftin thinks entered the breach at the ok* 

there were fome footfteps of ma- ing of Fidense, and was on thtf 

gic in thefe books, of which account rewarded by Roroulm ' 

Numa had been in his life- with a mural crown. Thisir« 

time fufpedled, Aurelius Vic- the reward bellowed by gene- 

(i) Varro apud S. Au^n*. lib. Vii. dc Cifit.Dei, cap. 24. 

rab 
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by diftributing certain lands, which were the demcfncs of 
the crown, among fuch of his fubjefts as had no lands of 
their own. This ad of generoGty immediately gained 
him the hearts of his people. As he was of a bold and His war 
chterprifing temper, he was more inclined to tread in the *^j^^ ^^^ 
fteps of Romulus than of Numa ; and it was not long ^^^'^^* 
before he had a favourable opportunity of feconding his 
inclination. Coelius, or, as Livy calls him, Cluilius, 
who was at the head of affairs in Alba» being jealous of 
' the growing greatnefs of Rome, privately commiffioned . 
fome of the moft indigent among his fubje£ts to lay wafte 
the Rohian territory, not doubting but this infult wpuld 
foon give occafion to a war between the two nations : nor 
was he difappointed in his expeftation ; for a Roman 
army, entering the territories of Alba, attacked the rob- 
bers, flew many of them, and took a great number of 
prifoners. Cluilius, having now a plauGble reafon for , 
engaging his people in a war with the Romans, convened 
an- aflembly, and, by exaggerating the lofTes which Alba , 
had fuftained, brought them to this refolution, that an 
embaiTy (hould be firft fentto Rome, to demand fatisfac- 
tion ; and, in cafe they refufed it, that war (hould be de- 
clared. When the ambafladors arrived at Rome, Tullus, 
gueffing at their errand, made ufe of various pretences to 
defer giviiig them audience ; and, in the mean time, fent 
an embafly to Alba, with orders to require fatisfa£bion on 
the part of Rome, A fecialis was at the head of the am- 

' jrals oa the perfoti who iirft tioning faid of him ; but Tul- 
Icaled the walls of a beiieged lus Hoftiiius appeared both to 
city« In the fecond battle with the Roman people and fenate 
the Sabines, Hoflus was killed, to be poflelTed or all thofe qua- 
and .his death occaiioned the lificacions which could be de- 
flight of the Romans (:;)• Ne-p fired in a fbcceflbr to Numa, 
▼erthclefs he had diftinguifhed What fome hiftorians fay of 
liimlelf before the Roman ar-^ his education has no a^pear- 
fny was put to flight, in fa ance of truth (4) ; to wit, that 
eniinent a manner, that the re- he was brought up in woods, 
snembrance of his gallant be- and there kept (lieep, as a com- 
liaviour was preferred by an in- mon ihepherd, it being no way 
^ription on a pillar ere^ed on credible, that one of the firn 
the field of battle [^). As for and moft wealthy of the Roman 
J^oftus Hoftiiius, the fon of citizens (hould employ his fon 
Jloftus, and father of Tullus, in that mean office. 
%ve find nothing worth men- 

C^) VWn. Vib. xvi. cap. 4. (3} Diont Hal. lib. iii. p. 136. 

( } ViL Max» lib. ill, cap. 4. 
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bafladors ; who, finding Cluilius in the midft of the pub« 
lie forum, difcharged his commiffion, and reminded 
him of the ancient treaty betwceo the two nations; 
wlsereby it was (lipulated, that they (bould never make 
war upon each other, till a reparation of injuries on either 
fide had been previoufly alked in a friendly manner. To 
this remonflrance Cluilius anfwered, that he had already 
fent ambailadors to Tullus, but to no cfft& ; and there- 
fore declared war againft him. Hereupon the fecialis, call- 
ing the gods to witnefs, that the Romans had Been firft rc- 
fufed their demands, and that they might therefore declare 
war, without any infraflion of the treaty, left Alba, and fet 
out for Rome. Upon the return of the Roman ambaffih 
dors, TuUus fent for the Alban deputies ; and, being told 
bjMthem, that their errand was to demand fatisfadion o{ 
him, and, in cafe of a refufal, to declare war, the king 
replied, *^ Go, tell your mafter, that the king of Roro^ 
; calls the gods to witnefs which of the two nations firft tCf 
fufed the other fatisfadion, that they may caufe ail the 
miferies of this war to fall upon tfaofe who firft broke tJic 
treaty/' Thus did Tullus reduce to bare appearances tii^k 
fincerity which his predecefibr had laboured to eftabhihia 
Rome **. 
Bdik^r- The Roman fecialis had allowed Cluilius the fpaceof 

miesdi' thirty days before hoftilities ihould begin; which was no 
ciimantM' fooner elapfed |han botharmii^s took the field : but, wto 
^^'^*^* they came in fight of each other, their ardqur cooledi 
neither party caring to come to an engagement: Thi§ i&- 
a£^ion raifed great murmurs in the Alban army againft 
Cfuilius, as the author of a mock war; iofomuch tha^ 
not being able to bear their reproaches, he refolved to ol^ 
fer the Romans battle ; or, if they declined it, to force 
their entrenchments : but, next morning, he "was fo^ifl^ 
dead in his tent, in the midft of his guardg, witbojit ZSf^ 
ligns of violence ; a pircumftance which accafiQ^cd la^ 
riou3 conjeftures, fome imputing his death to the fneadp 
of Rorpe, others to the. anger of the go4s, vrhpt tfc<| 
faid^ had thus putiiihed him for beginaing an unjw 
and unnecefiary war : but the greater part looked upm 
it as a common accident ; and therefore c^ofe in Ul 
room one Metius Fuffetius, or, as others call him, Sut 
fetius, a man no lefs famous for his hatred to tte 
Roman name than Cluilius. He had bejen one of the 
chief promoters of the war; but, whether he diftrufted 
bi$ own Ikill in the management of it, or did not care to 

;i )Uv. lib. i. cap. 2%. 
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venture an engagement, he continued, under various pre^ 
tehees, iii the lamp inafiivity virhich \ic had blamed in 
his predeceffor In the mean time, he received certain 
advice, that the Veientes and Fidenates were preparing 
to attack both armies, when they ihould be w.eakehed by 
a battle. This intelligence ftill encieafed his decays j ^nd 
he nbw thought of nothing but coming to a conference 
with the king of tjie. Romans, and changing the prepara- 
tions for war into a fincere reconciliation K 

With this view he marched out of his entrenchments j 
and Tullus, not doubting but his defign was to offer him 
battle, went out to meet him ; but he was greatly fur* 
prifed to jSnd, that the Alban, inftead of coming to an 
engagement, demanded an intepieyir. However, h? Auiuter* 
readily grated him his requeft j and thie two commanders '«'''«' *'• 
came to a parly at the head of their refpcdive arpiies. ''^^** ^^^ 
After reciprocal falutations, and proteftations of friend- ^i^"' 
0iip, as if it had never been interrupted, FufFetius acr 
^uainted the Roman king with the confpiracy of the Vi* 
entes and Fidenates, and produced the letters he had re^ 

. ceived from his friends in Fiden«. Tullus acknowleged^ 
diat he had received the fame intelligence ; which had ixw 
'duced him to keep within his camp, and prevented hif 
undertaking any thing againft the Albans. Both con* 
lented to end the quarrel in an amicable manner, and ex^ 
preiTed a willingnefs to unite the two Rations ; but in or«- 
(der to make the union more durable aqd perfe6^) Tullus 
propofed that all, or at lead the chief, families of Alba 
"fliould remove to Rome ; or, in cafe they were unwilling 
to leave their native city, that one council ihould be 
eftablifhed to govern both cities, under the diredlion of 
one of the two fovereigns. Fuffetius toqk afide thofCiwhp 
attended him, to confult with them about this propofal ; 
•^ut they, though willing to come to a union with the Ro- 
mans, abfolutely refufed to leave Alba \ fo that the only 

, dlifficulty remaining was, to fettle \|^bi(^h city ihould bavf 
tke fuperiority. Fuffetius fpoke in fayour of Alba, alleg* 
ing, that ihe was the metropolis, or mother-city ; whereas 
Rome was but a colony. Tullus urged ifl behalf of Romf 
her fuperiority in wealth and power; and, in the clofe ojf 
4is fpeech, propofed to terminate the difoute by a fingle 
combat between himfelf and Fuffetius. The Aloan gencr 
ral declined to enter the liils with Tullus, and made ^ 
^new propofal \ which was, that three champions ilioul^ 

iLiv. lib* i cap.s3* 

be 



4tO 



9iJ# Mora' 
tit and Cu» 
ruUiu 



The dtfpute 
hetwten 
Alba and 
Jiome de" 
tided by 
them. 



The Roman Hiftory. 

be chofen out of each camp to decide the difierencc. To 
this Tullus'agreed. 

The agreement was no fooner known in the two ar- 
mies, than it excited a ftrong emulation among the young 
warriorS) for the honour of being chofen to this int- 
portant combat; but while the choice of the cham- 
pions was yet in fufpenfe, FufFetius caft his eyes upoa 
three Albans, whofe birth had fomething wonderful ia 
it. Dionyfius HalicarnaOenfis ^ gives us the following 
account of it : Sequinius, an illuilrious citizen of AU% 
had two daughters \ one he married to Curiatius, a citi- 
zen of Alba; and the other to Horatius, a citizen of 
Rome. Thefe two fifters were brought to-bed on tjic 
fame day, each of three male children, who were now in 
the flower of their age, and remarkable for their ftreogtii 
and dexterity. The Alban general, therefore, ima^ni^ 
that the gods had brought them into the world, on puipaS 
to determine the fate of their refpe£tive countries vi^ 
their fwords, communicated his thoughts to the king.of 
Rome, and exhorted him to pitch upon the three Horati^ 
as he had fixed his choice on the three Curiatii. TuHii 
Tacc6rdingly propofed the matter to the Horatian familyi 
but would lay no reftraint upon them. The three youii| 
heroes anfwered, that they could iiot difppfe of their BfOI 
without his confent from' whom they had received th^flu 
Old Horatius, the father of the three brothers, was u^iet 
no fmall apprehetifion of a combaf, whereia much of ^ 
blood of his family would be fpilt ; and, as an additiiw' • 
concern, one of his daughters was betrothed to one ofAc 
Curiatii. However, the love of his country getting dtf 
better of all other confiderations, be left his children 19 
their own choice. When he underftood, that theyji^ 
lowing the example of the Curiatii, preferred aglgj' 
death, or important viftory, to an inglorious life, he ' 
up his eyes to heaven, and, embracing his children, 
out, *^ I am a happy father !" and then commanded thoB 
to declare his confent to the king, 
• The combat of the Horatii and Curiatii being |H^ 
claimed in both camps, Tdllus led the forn;ier, and Fofii* 
tius the latter, the people ftrewing the way, as they pal^ 
with flowers, and putting garlaiids on their heads i litf 
they were looked upon as vidlims, who had yoiip*' 
tanly devoted themfelves for their country. A plasv 
lying between the two damps, was chofen for the place 
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ot the combat ; and the two kings advanced, witti tlieir 
champions and feciales, to the middle of it, where, before 
the engagement began, they concluded a treaty, which 
ferved as a pattern for mod of the treaties that were ever 
after made by the Romans (N). This folemnity being fi- 
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(N) Of this treaty Livy 
gives us the following account : 
Fir{{, one of the college of the 
feciales, named Marcus Va- 
lerius, aiking king TuUus, 
*' Whether he gave him or- 
ders to conclude a peace with 
^he pater patratus of the Al- 
bans ?*• the king anfwered, 
*• He did." ** Give me then 
{replied the herald), *• the fign 
m my commlffion/' The fign 
was to be fome vervain plucked 
lip by the roots. ** Yes, (an- 
fwered the king;, bring me 
ibme vervain that is pure.** At 
ifaefe words the fecialis went 
and gathered fome vervain on 
H- little hill, brought it, and 
went on thus : ** Do you then 
appoint me to be fecialis and 
plenipotentiary of Rome to the 
Albans, and engage to protect 
jny equipage and retinue? 
'•* Yes, (replied the king), fo 
far as is confident with my in- 
terefl, and that of the Roman 
people." Then Valerius, the 
^^ialis, appointed Spurius Fn- 
fius to be pater patratus pf the 
treaty, by crowning him with 
vervain. His office, as fuch, 
viras to pronounce aloud the 
words of the oath in the name 
of the Roman king and people, 
and to repeat the whole form of 
the treaty. After this ceremo- 
nial, which pafied only among 
the Romans, the new pater pa- 
tratus read the articles of the- 



convention in the pre fence of 
the Albans, and then exprefied 
himfelf thus : " Hear, O Ju- 
piter ; hear, O pater patratus 
of the Alban pepple ; hear, O 
Alban people ; of thefe articles, 
as I have juft now read them 
out of thofe waxen tablets, 
without fraud or deceit, and 
as they have been from one end 
to the other clearlv underftood, 
the Roman people will never 
be the firft violators. If they 
ihould violate them by public 
authority, arid by fraud, may 
Jupiter at that infiant firike 
them, as I (liallnow flrike this 
vidim ! May thy ftroke, great 
Jupiter, be as much heavier 
as thy power is greater !" At 
which words he killed a fow, 
which was to be offered up as 
a facrifice, in confirmation of 
the treaty, by a blow on the 
head with a flint. The heralds 
of the Albans took the like 
oaths, and alfo offered their fa- 
crifices (i). 

As to the pater patratus, it is 
not eafy to determine whether 
he was a confiant officer, an^ 
chief of the feciales, or only i 
temporary minifter eledled for 
the denouncing of war, or mak- 
ing a peace, which were both 
done by him. Rofinus makes 
him the conflant governor or 
head of the feciales (2) : Fe- 
neilella looks upon him as a 
dLftind officer (3). Pomponius 



(t) Liv. lib. i. ca|>. 14. (i) Rofin. lib. iii. cap. 21^ 
]e Invent* Rer. lib. iv. cap. 140 



(3) Au6^. 
Laetus 
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nilhed, the Roman and Alban champions advanced^ wk]^ a 
flow pace, each towards his antagonift.^ but when the peo- 
ple expe^ed to fee them engage, they <]uitted their anm» 
and flew to embrace each other with all the marks of tlie 
mod tender and Gncere friendOiip. At. this moving figbt, 
the fpe£lators, not able to reftrain their tears» began to 
complain of their kings, for engaging fo near iind afiec- 
tionatc relations to flied each other's Wood. But the ten- 
dernefs of the young heroes did pot abate their courage; 
each of them re fumed his arms, and chofe his adverlary. 
Then the combat began with great impetuofity (O). ihc 
noife of their arms was already heard at a great diftance, 
and the air rung with a confufed mixture of ibouu and 
acclamations from both camps, as either of the combi- 
4ant8 appeared to have the advantage^ The ikill and dex- 
terity of the champions kept the yvSoavj k>ng in fufpenfe. 
^nmrfthi At length, the eldeft of the Horatii received a mord 
Horatii wound, and fell. At this fight the Albans triumphed^ 
/«»i and their joyful acclamations threw the Romans into the 

utmoft conftemation, which was fpon after changed in(o 



Laetus (4), and Polydore Vir- 

fil (5), arc of opinion, that 
e was only chofen by one of 
the feciales uponfuch occaiions 
as we have jud now mentioned. 
No perfon was intruded with 
this office, but who had a fa- 
ther and a fon both alive ; and 
therefore pater patratus is no 
more than a more perfed fort 
of father, as they imagined 
him to be, whofe own rather 
was dill living after he himfelf 
had been a father forfome time. 
That a pater patratus fhould 
be always chofen for the above 
mentioned pqrpofes, was, ac- 
cording to fome writers, a po- 
litical law eftablifhed by Nu- 
ma, that king being well 
apprifed, that a man, who 
had a fa(her and children a- 
live, would be more inclined 
to be faithful \o his country, 
and promote the common in- 
tereft. Some think that the 



pater patratns was ^o caM 
a fatrando jur^Mrando ; dttt, 
is, from the oath he was > 
bilged to take to atteft die 
juftice of his Remand. Fefha 
fays, he vvas fo called, be- 
caufe, by virtue of his com- 
mifiion, he a£ted as pater pa« 
triz, that is, father of his 
country. 

(O) Dionyfius Halicamaf- 
enns, by telling us, that the 
eldefl or the Curiatii chofe out 
the eldeH of the Horatii ; vA 
that the other two chofe th^ 
adverfaries according to -didr 
age; feems to infinuate, that 
the two fibers had each three 
children one after another, ^ 
at dilOferent births ; for he 
jplainly fuppofes, that th^ 
were not all of the fame age» 
But this difference of age mat 
authors explain by the ord* 
in which the laws placJ 
twins. 



(4) Pomp. Lxtus de Sacerdot. Rom. cap* £• 
Virg« lit), iv. cap. 6. 



(5) Po'r*'. 

defpair 



* 
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defpair, when: tbcyr fa^ the fecond Horatibs, picrcfed 
t^roitgil^by ahojttrer oF the Curifttii, expire on the body of 
his brother*:*bfit the three Alban brothers were all wound*> 
cdj aRd'the remairiing Horatius appeared anhurt and vi« 
gorousi. Hcfwcvcr, not thinking himfelf a match for the and dlitfk 
three brothers together, he made ufe of a ftratagem tQ Curiatiity 
feparate them : be retreated, as if he fled ; and the Cu-* tht remain- 
riatii purftitng himj^ibut at unecjufll diftances, as their '?? Hora- 
ftcength' allowed' tHern^' the Roman champion, turning '^* 
iboit upon tbem^ flew them all finely* before one coula 
cometothe affiftanceof the other; and, elatedwith thit 
yi&orj^ Onsed the^ ipcWt oi the vanquifhed ; while tlu! 
&oman camp refoimdlH with joyful acclamations in ho^ 
Hour of: their hcf Or HiurHome gained the fuperiority over 
Alba htr rtiotheh-city;: which Fuffetius acknowleged ori 
the 6&M of balrtle, faloting king TuUus ^ his fovereignj 
and afting him. what wiere his commands. Tullus an^ 
fwered, ^< I odnwuind: yjoa to keep' the Alban youth in 
T(;adinefs to march atrniy orders, in cafe I make war with 
the Veientes ^" 



' •- As' Htvaiiusf returned' to?' the-city^ he was met by his HcraiHi^ 
'fiA^ who, feeing. WAi Jobded with; tbc fpoils of the ^^^ 
'.three teothers, afmong' which was a railhary robe whicfc owtt/j^^ 
^fll^ bftd wrought' with her own hands for the CuriktiUs tc^ 
/Ifhomr fbe had been betrothed, ooixkl not forbear tearing^ 
Iter hair,. beating her bread, and reviling her brother with 
.tbt moft provoking and reproachful words, for imbruing 
ilis hands in tbebldod of his relations. Horatius, fluihetf 
with his late- viiSloryj and enraged at his fifter's unfeafon** 
;ible -grief, killed her- upon the fpot, and proceeded to his 
I father's houferwfad' not only approved the action, but 
rwouldnot a41aw bis daughter to be buried in the fepulchre 
tff the H^ratian famity. However, when Tullus return- 
^^ to ^onote^ yonng Horatius was brought, by fome illuf* 
l^rioud citizens^ faefoare the tribunal, to take his trial* 
i7hey thought it dangerous to abate the rigour of the 
J^ws in favour of conquerors ; and therefore infifted on 
1l2s being tried, and condemned, if found guilty. Tullus, 
Ibeing divided bcftween his regard for the laws, and the 
.4efire he had to fave young Horatius, and forefeeing he 
Hiould be cenfured bv fome for condemning, and by^ 
0thers for acquitting the criminal, dextroufly turned the 
||IFair into a ftate crime, the cognizance of which did not . 
k^long to him, but to two commii^oners, or duuniviri^ 

1 Liv. lib. h cap. 25, s6. Dion. Hal. lib. iii. p 156. 

. whom 
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lsc9Mdm9' whom the Idng^ was to name. As'^the crime was notori'* 

id by the qus, and sot difowned by the prifoneri the duumTirii 

ta^T^^di ^^^^^^ delay, pronounced fentence againft him in thcfe 

h tke^ words : ** We -judge you to be guilty of treafon : go, 

f9§pk. U£lor, and tie his hands.'' As foon as judgement irai 

given^ Horatius, by the king's advice, appealed to an al^ 

fembly of the people ; by whom the fentence againft tk 

criminal was revoked, rather through admiration of 

his courage, fays Livy» than for the juftice of his caufe* 

However, that the crime niight not go wholly unpuniflieit 

Horatius was condemned to pafs under the voke, an igoo* 

miny with which it was ufual to treat priloners of warj 

who had furrendered their arms. The king alfo appoia^- 

ed expiations, to pacify the anger of the gods, provokel 

by this violation of the hews. Nor was this all \ the pott* 

tifices erefked two ahars, one to Juno, and the other tf 

Janus^ which were ftill remaining in the tim^ of Au* 

guftusv together with the yoke, known by the nameef 

ibxorium tigiUum, under which they made the crinuiui 

pafs ". 

T«Kb/ Tullus,' mindful of the fufpidous behaviour of dtf. 

wuikn wmt Fidenates, during* his war with the Albans, cited tfaoii 

^^J^' ^ t)0 appear before the fenate of Rome, and anfwer for thdf ^ 

r/«r///. ^onduft ; but they, confcious of their guilt, and hoUt . 

ing private intelligence with Fuffetius, who had exerfii^ 

tmm fecretly, to (hake off the Roman yoke, refuiedttf 

obey, and, in conjun&ion with the Veientes^ took tte 

£eld. Fuffetius, in compliance with TuUus^s orde% 

joined him with the Alban troops ; but, the day befoRT 

the battle, he acquainted the : principal officers with U» 

defign, which was to (land neuter, till fortune fliould d^ 

Tke trea* clare for one fide, and then join the conqueror. His plo»' 

thtryofthi j^^ ^^g univcrfally approved ; and all who. were preien^' 

'• bound themfclvcs by a folemn oath to conceal his defigq; 

and obey his orders. In the mean time, both arsrSdr 

marched out of their entrenchments; and, while ^onef 

were in motion, Fuffetius, leaving the place he had beetf 

pofted in, retired with his men to a rifing-ground. Tufc? 

lus, being apprifed of his dcfertion, in that diftrefs 

privately a vow, to add twelve priefts to the college 

the falii, and to build a temple to Fear and Palenef^ 

then he exclaimed, with a loud voice, which was hea!# 

both by his own men, and by the enemy ; ** Cou 

friends ! we have conquered : it is by my order, that thflT 

« Liv. & Bion. Hal. ibid, 

Alban* 
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All^ans arc ppflefling^themfelves of the hill, whence they 
arc to fall down upon the enemy." The confidence of ' 
the king infoircd his troops with courage ; and the Fi-- 
Senates and yeienteSy on the other hand, looking oijLjthis 
motion of the Albans as fufp.icious,: began to diftrufl; 
their friendfhip. Thus the ^ifcoufageTment gne arnjy was 
under, and the valour' of thip other, decided the :vii3^ory^ 
The Ron^an cavalry , attacked the Fidenate^ lyitjx ^rcai; 
refolution, and obliged them to retire in diforder ,to Fi-j 
dense. Tullus, without lofing tjnie Jn purfuing them, re- 
turned upon the .Yeientes j who, being .3iflieartened atj 
the defeat of thqirsanie.s, aJFter a faint rQfiftance, t^iiitted 
the field of bajtVlei ' and perifhed tor the moft part, eitlief; 
in the* Tiber,, whife 'they attempted to fave thepfelvjes bjj 
fwimming, or -pii ^he banks of that river, by the fwords^ 
of the Romans.' 'Then Fuffetius, coming down from 
his hill, fell upo^ the remains of the difperfed Fidenatea 
and yeiehces °. ^ ,/ V, . ' ^ .^ 

TiiUUs, concealing. his knowlege- of I«;u(fetjua's.j trea- 
chery, went privately in the night to Rpme, to cqpfult 
the fenate, and returned to the camp by break oJ* day 1' 
He then detached Hbratius, who had concjuered the .three 
Albans,, with a'chofen body of horfe and foot, to.l4emo*j 
li(h Alba, as had heen concerted with the fenate. While. Yr. ofPi. 
thefe orders were executing, TuUus com mapldcd both thq^ '^87. 
Roman and Alban. troops to attend him.' unarme(i ; but "'^"i^^'^^* 
with private inftrudilons to the Romans to bring their u C.'g 
fwprds concealed under their garments. When they were ' "^^ 

all aflembled, he laid open the perfidioufnefs and treachery Alba de^. * 
of Fuffetius in a long fpeech ; and, in the conclufion, ^oli/ted, 
ordered him to te faftened to two chariots drawn .by ^y^ '^^ 
horfes, and to be torn afunder. Hi's accomplices were all traMant-^ 
put to the fword 5 but the reft of the Alban foldiers were idtoR$mi 
carried to Rome with .the ,citjizens, and the chief men 
among them wcr^ even adpaitted into, the Roman fenate. 
Ot;her8 were pronjQted tp the dignity of. knights, and all, 
'without exception, enjoyed the privileges of Roman citi- ' 
zens. Thus fell tlie city.'of Al^a, famous for its riches, 
the number of its inhabitants, and, above all, for being 
the mother of Rotrie. This new 'increafe of inhabitants * 
obliged TuHus to enlarge the limits of the city ; he took 
in Mount Coelius^ allowing the Albans to fettle there, and 
built On the fame hill his own palace. Next fpriiig he Tidlus di* 

marchcil againft the Fidenates, defeated them in a pitched -^5*/' '^' 
^ *^ Ftdtnatth 

A Liv. lib. i» capt t7» Diotii Ha],Iib^:iiif.p« 165. .. , 

battle ; 
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battle ; a'nd, W^Viilg obliged them to (hclter tBcitifelvfeS 
tHcHih their walls, by cutting off all fuccours and provi- 
fiony, reduced them to facb a (late, that they furrendered 
at diftrction. The ring-leaders of the revolt were pu- 
flifhed, but the feft fuffered to continue in their native 
€hy, uttdef the fa the form of gdverrimcnt, only depend- 
chVttpbn Aortle. So tomplete a viftory procured him the 
fecrtirfurfe of a trtilfflph, in which thfc fpoils of the con- 
<jucrW enemy Were^carried before hinri as trophies. 

As'thepowet' and wealth of Rome were much increafed 
by rhtfe repcfated viftorics, ahd the HeftrUaion of Albai 
'ttrHns^ demanded fatisfa&ion of the Sabines, who were 
af-^ry potvcrful natiori, for the irifultrf which had been 
fbf merly offered t6 fortie Roman citizens at the temple of 
the gbddefs Ffer6tiii, ^hich flood at the foot of Mount 
Sora6le, up6n the t^nks of the Tiber, and was frequented 
. both by the Sabines and Romans (P). The Sabines, hav- 
ing folicited in vain the neighbouring. nations to join them, 
tetf!tf themfbrlves for forhe time oh the dcfenfive : but at 
ifergtRjbieirfg. provoked by TuUus, who laid wafle thdr 
cciatltry', they came to an engagement, which proved fo 
Wotjrfp that botii rfations, terrified with the numbers of 
tIfWPflaJtT, retUed info their refpcflive countries, widiont 
'! : :v( aftieniptiilg any thing niore that campaign. Next year 

.' V' the t^rw'as rfenewedwth more fury than before. fWb 
arjfftiefe- met iri the' neighbourhood of £retuin, a town 

'' abdat thirteen mil^s from Rome, and fought with incii> 

Gains a d?ble fiiry, vlftory inclining to rieittief' fide till Tulliis, 

€omp.iiU ififpinng his rtien with rie\^ courage, by m^aking a vow to 

wi^r/ iirfHtute on the fatfitf day a' feflivtil, in honour of Saturn 

t-ver^t/i'e 3jj^ Opg ^Q^)^ gaihed a'complete viflory. The conquer- 

Cu 

i?) The goddffi^Fef^6n{*^' cafbnrtA^bed^andkepciiic^ 
pisfided over foi^eft^^, giL^d^s, trrity, bytheSd>iiie9, whoit* 



orchards, and is thotr^t ftifed^ to f6t th^m at liberty, 

by fome to be the ianke with wfaei4c9Aatfd^by their coon- 

FJorar (A- Proferpioe. Hettem* try, ' faying^^ that the Romaof 

pie was frequented by the had uled jthem in tlie iivat 

neighbouring nations, who ntfantier by opi^ning an afylmSs 

came to pay their homage, and- and peopling Rome'wuh theff 

ntakfe offerings tQ the deity, fugiti^'fe^... 

, which they wbf (hipped in coni- ( C^} XhiT fefSvals of Sa- 

nion. A fair was kept aft tfq- turnand*Ops, or ^h' ' '" 



zl^ ntkr her temple^' aw* the ktpJt! iii' Aef fAdhth of De<;eilF»' 
preceding years fome Roman her, under the name of S«* 
citizens had b0tn on^ that-oc^' thrnfllsr^ sbA OplKa, vhxck 
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c^ had no other refource than to implore the clemency of 
the conqueror 5 and TuHus granted them a peace upon 
his own terms **. ' 

Tullu3, flufhed with fuccefs, fummoned all the Latin 
towns, which had been dependent on> Alba, to fubmit to 
the Roman laws, and follow the fortune of their metro- 
polis. Upon this citation it was refolved, in a general 
aflembly of the Latins held at Feronium, that they fhould 
not by any means fubmit to Rome, but to the utmoft of 
their power maintain their ancient independency. Two 
generals were elefted by the aflembly ; to wit, Ancus 
Publicius of Cora, and Sputius Vecilius of Lavinium, to 
whom full power was granted of declaring war, or mak- 
ing peace, as they fhould think fit. However, the Ro- 
mans did not deem it advifeable to make war upon, them 
in a regular manner : they contented themfelves with 
making inroads and incurfions, and deftroying their bar-' 
veft. Medulla alone, which had received a colony in Ro- fakes Me- 
mulus's time, and had now joined the Latins, was taken, dulia, a 
and, as was then thought, rendered incapable of taking ^-^'''»^'0'« 
up arms again. 

Some years after, the Sabines, thinking themfelves in 
a Condition to repair their ancient loiTes, invaded the Ro- 
man territories, and, dividing themfelves into fmall par- 
ties, over-ran the whole country. . As they met with little j)efgats the 
oppofition, they began to entertain thoughts of laying Saaines^a 
fiege to Rome; but Tullus defeated them in a pitched ficondtimi* 
battle, and made them once more fenfible of the fuperi- 
ority of Rome. 

Tullus, being now advanced in years, fell into fuperfti- 
tion, and was eafily impofed upon by ftories of prodigies, 
and voices from heaven. Sometimes they told him, that 
it had rained, ftones on the hill of Alba, and fometimes 
chat a voice from heaven had been heard there, com- 
manding the Altans to refumc their ancient ceremonies. 

• Dion. Hal. p. 175. Liv. ibid. 

vsrcre^ properly fpeaking, one lius's vow. But Macrobius 

a.nd the fame folemnity, con- aflures us, that they were ce- 

cinued for feveral days toge- lebrated in Italy, long he- 

tiier. The feftival appropri- fore the building of Rome. ^ 

^ced to Saturn was fixed to the Servants had at this time a 

j6 at teenth of the calends of Ja- right of being ferved by 

SjtJiary, and that of Ops to the their mafters, wearing their 

f'ourteenth, Dionyfius of Ha- cloaths, and reproving them 

lioarnairus afcribes the ori- for their faults, 
gi XI of them to Tullus Hofti- 

Vox-. IX. ^ Ee The 
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The king believed thefe prodigies, and appointed expia« 
tory facrifices for nine days, which gave rife to the coilom 
of employing nine days to appeafe heaYen> as often as 
men were alarmed with prodigies of this kind. As to 
H'u death* the manner of his death, authors difagree : fome tells us, 
that he was killed by lightning, with his wife, children, 
and whole family : others are of opinion, that he died by 
the hands of Ancus Marcius, his fucceflbr, who flew him 
and his whole family, while they wiere performing a do- 
meftic facrifice ; and then fet fire to the palace, to coa- 
ceal his crime. He died after a reign of thirty-three years, 
leaving the city greatly encreafed, but the dominions 
nearly the fame as they had been in the time of Romulus ^ 
After a ihort interregnum, the people ami fenate unani' 
xnoufly chofe Ancus (H) Marcius, the grandfon of Numa, 

» liv. lib. i. cap. )i. 



Ancus 
Marcius* 



(R) Every Roman had, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, three, and 
fomenmcs four names: the 
firft was called prsenomen, the 
fecond nomen, the third cog- 
nomen, and the fourth agno- 
men. The nomen (hewed the 
family from which he was 
fprung; the prsenomen and 
cognomen were often nick- 
names, taken from the circum- 
ftancc of the perfon's birth i or 
his defeats, or bodily qualities'; 
and the agnomen was a title of 
honour, as Africanus, Germa- 
Bicus, &c. Thus the prince 
of the Roman orators was call- 
ed Marcus Tullius Cicero* 
The praenomen Marcus figni- 
lied, that he was born in the 
month of March ; his nomen, 
or name Tullius, was that of 
his family ; and his cognome'ti, 
or furname, Cicero, alluded to 
the mark or wart he had in his 
face, which was like a vetch, 
called by the Latins cicevm 
Valerius tells us, that Marcius 
had the name of Ancus from 
the Greek word ayKuv^ becaufe 
he had a crooked arm, which 



he could not ftretch out to its 
full length. We mull obfervc 
here, that the ingenui alone, 
or thofe wh^ were free-bom, 
were allowed to take three 
names'; for the Haves in ancient 
times had no name, but what 
they borrowed from the praeno- 
men of their mailers ; as Luci- 
por, Publipor, Marcipor, that is 
liUcii pucr, Publii puer, &c. or 
the Have of Lucius, of Publius, 
&c. When this cuflom grew 
out of fafhion, the (laves were 
ufually called by fome name of 
their own, which was often 
taken from their country, as 
Syrus, Geta, &c. Upon their 
manumiilion they took the 
praenomen and nomen of their 
mailers; but, inflead of the 
cognomen, made ufe of their 
former name, as Marcus Tul* 
lius Tiro, the freedman of 0» 
cero. After the fame nuumer 
it was cuftomary for any fb» 
reigner, who had been nwute 
free of Rome, to bear the j^nt» 
nomen and nomen of the per- 
fon by whofe means he had ob^ 
mned that privilege, « 

• by 
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hj I118 daughter Pompilia, and Marcius his rektion^ the 
fon of that Marcius who perfuaded ,Numa to accept 
of the kingdom ; and afterwards killed himfelf^ becaufe 
he was not chofen in his room. The new king began his Vf. of f^l 
reign by endeavouring to rcftore the religious ceremonies ^5^'4- 
which had been neglefted in the laft reign, to their for- ^"^^ ^^^ 
fXkGT ufe, and tp revive hufbandry, advifmg his fubjeils to u. c! 114^ 
lay afide all forts of violence, and to return to their peaee^ - 

able employments. Not^ithftanding this feeming incli-^ 
nation to peace, Ancus undoubtedly loved wac, and 
was defirous of the honours of a triumph However, 
the love he afFefted for the arts of peace gained him the 
afFe£fcions of his fubjedsv hut, at the fame time, drew 
upon him the contempt of the neighbouring nations. 
The Latins were the firft who made him give way to his His tvaf 
martial inclination. Thefe, pretending that their, treaty 'withthi 
with the Romans was no longer binding than while king ^^^^^ 
Tullus lived, made inroads into the territories of Rome. 
Ancus therefore refolved to be revenged on them ; but, 
out of refpecl: to the laws of Numa, omitted no ceremony 
in declaring war, which that law-giver had appointed (S). 

He 



(S) The ceremonies were as 
follow : a fecialis was fent to 
the Latins, to demand fatisfac- 
tion. He no fooncr arrived on 
the borders, than he cried out : 
** Qreat Jupiter, and ye con- 
fines of the Latin nation,' 
hearken to juftice. I come 
hither with a deputation from 
the Roman people, in all the 
legal forms ; and I demand, 
that credit he given to what I 
fay.'* After this formal, de- 
claration, he laid open his de- 
mands ; and then calling Jupi- 
ter to witneli the truth ot what 
he faid, he purfued thus : ** If 
I have unjuftly and impioufly 
made thele demands, mayeft 
thou, great god, never fuffer 
roe to return to my own coun- 
try ! " He repeated thefe 
words at his entering the Latin 
territory ; then to the firft per- 
fbn he met ; afterwards at the 
gate of the city ; and, laftly, 



in the market-place. If in 
about thirty days his demahds 
were not fatisfied, he added to 
what he had faid before : '* O 
Jupiter, Juno, thou Romulus, 
and all ye gods of heaveti, of 
earth, and of hell, hearken! 
I call you all to witnefs, thac 
the Latins are unjuft. We 
will therefore enter into deli- 
berations at Rome on the pro- 
per means of obliging them to 
give us juil: fatisfa6lion." Kg* 
fooner was the fecialis return- 
ed, than the king referred the 
affair to the fenate, addreiling 
himfelf, according to the form 
prefcribed by Numa, to each 
particular fenator, in theie 
words ; ** Say, what think you 
of the refufal, which the pater 
^ patratus and the whole nation of 
the Latins have given the pater 
patratus of the Romans, ofro- 
ftoring and granting us what 
we demanded of them V* To 
£ e a which 
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He then took the field, with aa army confifting entirely 
of new-raifed troops^ marched to Politorium, a Latin 
city, and made himfelf mailer of the place before the La* 
tins could relieve it. He fpared the city, and only tranf- 
planted the inhabitants to Rome, fettling them with thofe 
of Tillena and Ficana, two other cities of Latium, which 
he likewife took, on the hill Aventinus. Next year he 
retook Politorium, which the Latins had repeopled ; and 
upon this fecond reduction dcmolifhed it entirely. He 
then laid fiege to Medulia, a place of great ftrength, 
which he reduced, after having led his troops four years 
fucceflively again ft it. He likewife made himfelf mafter 
of Ficana> deUroying it with fire and fword. This city 
he had taken in the beginning of the war, but, having 
negleded to demolifli it, the Latins had poflefied them- 
felves of it ; and it was with the utmoft difficulty that he 
reduced it the fecond time. The Latins, enraged, but 
not difcouraged, at their loiTes, made great preparations, 
and took the field with all the forces they could draw to- 
gether. But Ancus, having defeated them in a pitched 
battle, obliged them to fue for a peace \ and triumphed 
at Rome for the advantages he had gained ^. 

The Fidenates, Veientes, and Volfci, felt likewife the 
efFe£ks of his martial difpofition. The Fidenates had re- 
volted during the Latin war; and it was no fooner ended, 

q Liv. ^b. i. cap. 33. 



which each fenator gave this 
anfwer, '^ Let us again de- 
mand our rights by a jufl and 
lawful war : this is the opinion 
for which I declare." When 
the greater part of the fcnators 
had thus declared their opi- 
nion, the war was confidered 
as unanimouily agreed on. 
Then the fecialis went to the 
confines of the enemy's coun- 
try, carrying in his hand a ja- 
velin, which was dipped in 
blood, and either headed with 
iron, or burnt at the end. 
When he arrived on the terri- 
tories of the Latins, he pro* 
nounced the following form of 
words in the prefence of at 



lead three peribns, not under 
fourteen years of age : *' On 
account of the damages which 
the Latin nation has done the 
Roman people, and in obe- 
dience to a decree made by the 
fenate and people of Rome, 
importing that war be declared 
againfl the Latins ; I, and the 
Roman people, declare and 
begin it." At thefe words he 
threw a dart upon the enemy's 
lands. It is to be obierred 
here, that at this time no ufe 
was made of the king's name 
or authority ; he never being 
mentioned, but only the fc- 
.nate and people (i). 



(i) Liv. lib. i. cap. %%»' 
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than Ancud marched againft them, and took their city by 
fap ; this being the firft inftance we meet with in the Ro-, 
man hiftory of that kind of attack. The king dug a way 
under-ground from his camp, quite under the walls of Fi- 
dense ; and his men, having by that contrivance entered 
the city without being obferved, opened the gates to their 
companions, and put Ancus in pofleffion of the place, in 
which he left a ftrong garrifon, after having caufed thofe 
to be put to death who had been mod aftive in the re- 
volt.' He next marched againft the Sabines, who had re- 
newed hoftilities, defeated their united forces, and granted 
them a peace upon honourable terms. Oyer the Veien- 
tes he obtained two complete viftories, for which a tri- 
umph was decreed him by the fenate ^. 

Rome was greatly enlarged in this king's reign ; for he ^^^ Jani' 
not only carried the walls round the Aventine hill, but '*'"*' . 
alfo inqlofed the hill Janiculum, which flood on the other " '*' 
fide of the Tiber, and made it a fort of citadel for Rome. 
In order to open a communication between the city and 
the new citadel, he built the bridge Sublicius (T), over the 
Tiber, where it waflies the foot of the Aventine hill. He 
likewife made a targe ditch, called Foffa Quiritium, which 
was no fmall defence againft thofe who came from the 
plains. And now the city having received a great in- 
creafe, AncuS) to fupprefs the licentioufnefs of fuch mul- 
titudes of people, built a large prifon in the Roman forum. 
But he did not content himfelf with enlarging the city : 
he likewife extended its dominions ; for having taken 
from the Veientcs the Mefian 'foreft, the territories of 
Rome reached quite to the fea, where he built the port 
and city of Oftia, to fecure the advantages of trade to his Oflia Mlt. 
lubjefts'. About this town he caufed many falt-pits to be 
dug ; and the diftribution of fait which he made among 
liis fubjefts at this time, gave rife to thofe public liberali- 
ties called congiaria, from the word congius^ a meafure 
ufed among the ancient Romans. He rebuilt the temple 

' Dion. Hal. lib. iti. p. 17a. ., 



(T) Some writers derive the 
name Sublicius from the piles 
on which it flood, that being 
tbe import of the Latin word 
/uhlica ; others from the an- 
crient word Ucioy which iignifies 
//? join. Neither iron nor cop- 
j>er were made ufe of in build- 
2A^g ^his bridges both being 



equally prohibited, if we be- 
lieve Plutarch, by ah ancient 
oracle. The care of keeping it 
in good repair belonged firft to 
the pontifices, and afterwards to 
the quaeflors. It was the firft 
bridge that was built, over the 
Tiber, and perhaps in Italy. 
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of Jupiter Feretrius, after a more (lately and magmficeat 
manner ; and fpent ;he latter years of his reign in improTr 
JUcMs diij. ing the city, and enriching the citizens. He died^ after 
a reign ot twenty-four years, during which he fliewed 
himfclf no way inferior to any of his predeeefTors, in the 
arts either of peace- or war. Plutarch fays, be died a 
violent death ; but is contradided by moft of the ancients. 
An ac<$MHt Ancus left two fons, one an infant, the other near fit- 
^ . f • ^ teen years of age, both under the tuition of Tarquin j not 
^iJ- ' fufpediing that a ftranger, who had lately fettled at Rome, 
could gain the fufFrages of the people, in oompetition 
with liis fon, and place the crown on his own hmA^ 
Tarquin was the fon of a rich merchant of Corinth, who, 
to fecure his great wealth from the rapine of Cypfelus. 
fbe tyrant of that place, had left his native country, and 
fettled in Tarquinii, one of the moft famous cities of He- 
truria. There he married a woman of diftin^on, and 
had by h^r two fons, to whom be gave Hetnirian name$» 
calling the one Arunx, and the other Lucutno. Arunx^ 
who was the eldefl:, died before his father i and though 
Jie left his wife with child, yet his father, not knowing it| 
and dying foon after, left his whole eftate to Lucumo, hi$ 
fecond fon : fo that the pofthumous fon of Arunx vsf 
difmherited before he was born, and therefore took tke 
name of Egerius, from egere^ to wfint. Lucumo, beii^ 
now in poflcflion of his father's immenfe riches, afpire4 
to the higheft dignities in Tarquinii, his wife Tanaquil, 
who was of a noble extra6lion, inflaming his ambition i 
but being looked upon in Hetrurig as a ftranger, he was 
debarred frpm acquiring any confiderable poft in the coun- 
try where he dwelt. Roufed therefore by the reproadies 
of the alpirijig Tanaquil, he refolved to remove to Rome^ 
where two Sabines had been raifed to the throne, zxA 
where perfonal merit was the fureft and only means of 
9^rriving at the firft dignities of the ftate (U). He was no 

(U)- The fuccefs which at- the clouds ; but at length came 

tended the new-comers gave down with great rapidity, and 

rife to the following fable ; to leftthe baton Llicumo's h^* 

^ wit, that as Tarquin was on Hereupon Tanaquil, who ii 

the road with his wife, in an faid to have been ikilled in the 

Open, chariot, an.eagle appear- art of auguiy, embracing her 

tng over his head, at the foot hufband with renderneis, int 

pfthe Janiculum^ fnatched off tranfport of joy, explained to 

his har, .aisd ibarin^ up again, him the happy prefage of hii 

^^ }ofl ibr fbme time among future grandeur (i)« 

(i } Liv. ubi fapra. 
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Iboner admitted citizen o£ Rom«, than he endeavoured to 
,zppe$ic entirely Romany changing the prsenomen of Lii^ 
ci^mo into Luciusi and the n6men, or name Damaratus, 
^ii4iich favoured too much of the Greek, into Tarquinius, 
borrowed from Tarquimijwhere he had been brought up. , 
As for the cognomen of JPrifcus, or Old, it was not pro- 
bably given him till after his death, when it was ufed to 
diftingttilh him from the other Tarquin. The polite and 
engaging behavioiir of the Greek, now become a Roman, 
fbon gained him the favour of the people, and made lum 
known in the court df Ancus, into whofe favour he art- 
fnliy infinuated himfelf; and left his immenfe riches 
fhould create fufpicions in a city which was yet poor, he 
offered to depofit them in the public treafury, to fupply 
the wants.of the public. As he was not ignorant, that 
military exploits were a furc ftep to great honours^ he wot 
only contributed to the expences of the war out of his 
cfiate, but, in all expeditions, diftinguifhed himfelf mi' 
very eminent manner. In the war with the Latins he 
fought on foot, and againft the Veicntcs fignalized him- 
felf at the head of the Roman cavalry ; fo that the king, Tarquin 
in confideration of hi« gallant behaviour, raifed him to ^^'7^^'* 
the rank of a patrician and fenator. As he was no lefs ^^I^T\ 
prudenti in council than formidable in arms, he {hone in tricumand 
the fenate from his firft admiflion ititoit; and his advice fenator. 
vrzs always followed by the king, in military expedi* 
tions '. 

• Tarquin, looking upon the death of Ancus as a critical 
time to attempt mouifting the throne, brought on the 
ele£tion with the utmoft expedition, and caufed the curiae 
to be fummoned, before young Marcius was quite fifteen. 
For the greater precaution, he took care to keep his pupil 
out of the fight of the people during* the comitia, and, 
for that purpofe, fcnt him into the country on a hunting* 
aiatch. In the mean time, he carried on his intrigues, 
and gained fome by money, and others by promifcs. He 
^ivas the firft who introduced into Rome the cuftom of fo^ 
liciting for offices, and making intereft to obtain them ; 
the Romans having, till his time, concealed from the 
i^orld the defire they had of obtaining the higheft pofts : 
but the Greek, who was above thefe timorous fcruples, 
plainly begged the kingdom, in an harangue which he 
made to the people, urging the example of Tatius and 
I^uma, the firft an enemy as well as a ftranger, and the 

' Dion. Hal. lib. iii. p. 184, 185. 
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fecond wholly unacquainted ,with the city ; whereas he 
was not only a friend' to the Romans, but had fpent all 
his rjches among them, and was fo well acquainted with 
the laws and cuftoms of Rome, that the late king had em- 
ployed him in affairs, both civil and military, of the 
greateft confequence. Then he artfully infinuated his paft 
fervices ; and, as the people had a high opinion of his 
merit, they commanded him (for that was the term then 
yfed) to take upon him the m^inag^ment of public af* 
Yr. of FK fairs. In the beginning qf his reign, to ftrengthen his 
J «73*' party in the fenatie, and reward thqfip who had fhewnmoft 
Ante Chr. ^^ j^^ j^j^ elediion, he created a hundred new feiiators, 
U, C. itS. ^^^ were called fenatores minorum gentii\m^ becaufe 
«^-.».-.^ chofen out of the plebeian families. However, they had 
Tarquim the fame authority in the fenate as the other fen ators, and 
ele^ed their children were deemed patricians. 

'^^' His firil war was with the Latins, from whom he took 

suithtki the cities of Apiolae, Cruiluminum, Nomentum, and 
latwu CoUatia. The inhabitants of Apiolae were fold for flaTCS, 
but thofe of Crufluminum and Nomentum, having fub- 
mitted after their revolt, were treated with great cle- 
mency. CoUatia, which was more obilinate, m^t with a 
more fevere treatment : the inhabitants were difarmed, 
^^and obliged to pay a large fum of money. As for the 
^^^city, he thought he might difpofe of it as he pleafed; and 
therefore gave the fovereignty of it to Egerius, bis brother 
Arunx's fon, who from thence took the name 'of .Coll:^ 
tinua, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity. Corniculum 
was likewife befieged, taken by ftorm, and rieduced to 
afnes. Tarquin's progrefs alarpaed the other cities of La- 
tium : fome of them united their forces againft the com- 
mon enemy ; but they were defeated in a bloody battle 
near Fidense, and obliged to enter into an alliance with 
the conqueror. Hereupon a national aflembly of all the 
Latins being held at Fereniinum, it was refolved that they 
ihould employ all their ftrengtb to oppofe the torrent that 
threatened them. Purfuant to this refolution, they drew 
together what forces they could ; ^nd, having engaged all 
Sabinia, and great part of Hetruria, to join them, they 
took the field with a very numerous army. But Tarquin, 
having defeated the confederates in two anions, forced 
thofe Latin cities, which had refufed his alliance, to fuc 
foi it, and fubmit to a fort of dependence upon Rome'. . 
"ifarquin, on his return, was honoured with a triumph* 

t Dion. Hal. lib. iii. p. iSJ, 189, 190. Lit. lib. i. cap. 35. 
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The fpoils he had taken in the conquered cities of Latium, The Circus 

cfpccially in Apiolse, he employed in building a circus Maximus 

for the Roman games^ other wife called the Great Games ^'"^* 
(W). The place chofen for the circus was the Myrtian 



(W) As Tarquin was of a 
Greek family, he was the firft 
who thought of building a cir- 
cus at Rome, in imitation of 
the chief cities of Greece ; for 
the &£& circus we read of was 
built at Elis, whete the Olym- 
pic games were celebrated, 
andl?rvedas a pattern for all 
the reft. Livy alTures us, that 
the Roman games were alfo 
called the Great Games ; but 
we muft pot infer from thence, 
that all the fports, which were 
celebrated in the circus, and 
called Circenfes, were the 
Great Games. Some were ce- 
lebrated in the circus in honour 
of Ceres, Apollo, &c. which 
were different from the Roman 
or Great Games ; as were alfo 
the Megalenfes ; for the former 
were celebrated before the 
nones of April, and the latter 
on the eve , of the nones of 
September. Befides, the Great 
Games were celebrated in ho- 
nour of the Great Gods, 
whence they were called the 
Great Games ; and the latter 
an honour of Cybele. Laftly, 
the Great Games were infti- 
tuted by Tarquinius Prifcus, 
and the Megalenfes not till the 
time of Junius Brutus, who 
appointed them in honour of 
Cybele, then called MeyaXur?**, 
or the Great Goddefs. As to 
the name of circus, which was 
given to the magnificent ftruc- 
curc raifed by Tarquin, fome 
derive it from cir cuius ^ a circle y 
part of it being built in th^t 



or 

(hape. Others will have it to 
have been fo named, becaufe 
the chariots, that difputed the 
prize, were obliged to run 
feven times round the polls 
which were at each end of it. 
The poets mention only leven 
rounds, without exprel'sly fay- 
ing whether they were abo'ut 
feveral ports, or one only. But 
Caffiodorus tells us, in exprefs 
words, that it was necefTary 
to turn round feven different 
pofts. However, it is generally 
thought that there was but one 
poft, round which the, cha- 
rioteers were obliged to drive 
feVen times. From this turn- 
ing round fome deritre the 
word circus ; but TertuUian ( i ) 
pretends, that the Roman cir- 
cus took its name from Circe, 
the fabulous daughter of the 
fun ; and imagines thatihe was 
the firft who invented the Cir- 
cenfian fports, intending . by 
them to reprefent the courfc 
of the fun her father, running 
round the globe of the earth 
in a chariot drawn by four 
horfes. 

The circus had four fronts, 
one at the bottom , where the 
pofts ftood, one attheoppofite 
end where the chariots ftarted, 
and one at each fide, whence 
the fpeiStators beheld the (hews. 
Dionyfius Halicarnaffenfis tells 
us, that this circus was three 
ftadia and a half long, and 
four jugera broad; and that 
one hundred and fifty thou- 
fand men could fit in it at 



(i) Tertul. de Spedtac, 
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or Murtian valley^ which reaiched from Ae AftoAne 
to the Palatine hill (X). 
Tarqum The war of the Latins was fcarce ended^ when aU 

fubduts thi Hetruria combined agaioft Tarquin, on account of his de^ 
taining the ambafladors whom they had fent to demand 
fome prifonert (Y}4 It was even decreed in a geaeral 
aflembly of the twelve lucumoniea, that, if aay city of 
Hetruria ftood neuter, it fiiouM be for ever cut off from 
the general alliance. Having tHns raifed a eonfideraUe 
army, they took the field, ravaged the Roman terri- 
tory, and made themfelves mafters of Rdense, by Hie 
treachery of fome of the inhabitants. The king did not 
appear the firft year in the field, but quiethr fuffered diem 
to go on without oppofition, choofing ratner to let them 
triumph for a time, than to encounter them without the 
uecefTary preparations. Next year he armed all bis legions, 
and^ having applied to his allies for fuccoura, took the 



their eafe. Pliny (2) tells ui, 
that the Roman fUdium con- 
tained fix hundred and twenty- 
five Roman feet, each of which 
contained twelve inches, or 
fixteen fingers breadth ; fo that 
the circus, as it was, accord- 
ing to the above mentioned 
writer, three fiadia and a half 
long, muil have been two 
thoufand one hundred and 
eighty-feven Roman feet in 
length. As it was fourjugera 
broad, each of which contain- 
ed, according to Pliny, two 
hundred and forty Roman 
feet, it is from thence manifefl, 
that the circus was nine hun- 
dred and fixty Roman feet 
biroad,^and conlequendy above 
twice as long as it was wide. So 
that the length of the circus was 
fome what mpre than three £n- 
glKb furlongs. It was called 
the Great Circus, either on 
•account of its vaft circumfe- 
rence, or -becaufe the Great 
Games were celebrated in it, 
pr, perhaps, becaufe it was 

(2) Plin. lib. i. cap* 3. 



confecrated to the Giieat Gods, 
namely, to Vertumaus, Nep- 
tune, Jupiter, JuBo^ ftifiaenra, 
and efj>eciaUy to the Dii Pe« 
nates of Rome, which wctr in 
a fpecial manner called Grctt 
Gods. This circus was ex- 
tremely beautified aadadoraed 
by the Roman emperors, jn 
whole times it was enlarged co 
fuch a prodigjous extent, that 
it contained^ in their proper 
feats, two hundred and fiftf 
thoufand fpedators (3). 

(X) This valley was (bcalK 
ed, according to fome, fmm 
a temple erected t» a godddls 
of that name at the foot of die 
Aventine bill. Others ftyle it 
Myrtea, from a temple built 
in that place to Veniia, fur- 
named Myrtea, becaufe the 
myrtle was consecrated to her, 

( Y) Each 0/ the twelve ci* 
ties that compofed the aacieat 
Hetruria, eledited a repreieota- 
tive or prefiHent, who was dif- 
tinguifbed by the appelladcHi 
of lucomo or lucmo. 



(3) Plin. lib. xxxvi. 
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Ae £cld early in the fpring, and divided his army into 
two bodies. The Roman« he commanded himfelf, and 
placed his coufin Collatinus sit the head of the' allies. CoU 
latinus was defeated, while, prefuming too mu(J) on his 
ftrength, he divided his army to plimder the enemy^s 
country. But the king, with his Romans, xiiade a more 
fortunate campaign, having routed the Hetrurians, firft " 
near Veil, and a&rwards mider the watts of C^ere. As. 
Fidense was a key to the Roman dominions, Tarquin 
marched againft it with all His forces, put the Hctrurian 
anmy, that covered it, to the rout, and made himfelf maf- 
-terof that important place. Such of the Fidenates as 
^were fufpefted to have been concerned in betraying it to 
the enemy, were whipped to death ; the reft were feut 
into baniftiment, and their lands divided, by lot, among 
the Roman foldiers. Then Tarquin haftened to fall upoa ' 
the Hetrurians once more, before the whole ftrength of the 
new army they were ntifing could be gat together. He 
eame up with them near Eretum, ten miles fnom Rome, 
and overthrew them with great flaughter ; for which vic- 
tory the fenate dec^reed him a triumph ". 

The lucumonies, defpairing of ?iny future fucccfs agarnft The Hetra^ 
the Romans, fent deputies to the king, with an unlimited riansfut 
comnriffion to conclude a peace upon any terras. As f^^t^^^i 
7arquin was naturally inclined to clemency, and followed 
that inclination when he found it no way prejudicial to his 
ambition, he granted them a peace, without in£ftix^ 
upon any other condition than their owning his fove- 
fteignty over them. The Hetrurians readily agreed to which N 
this ; and, in proof of their accepting the king of Rome R^^^'^ 
for thdr fovereign, fent him all the enfigns of royalty J^^JJ ^^ 
^v^hich were in ufe among them ; namely, a crown of j^noitlegUi 
gold, a throne of ivorv, a fceptre, with an eagle on the Titrquim 
top of it, a tunic emoroidered with gold, and adorned forthiir 
MTith figures of palni-branches (Z), and a purple robe, en- *"*• 

riched 
• Idem, p«i9s. 

(Z) This the Latins called fhort ones. As all the Romans 

cunica palmata, which we wore tunics, they (hev^ed the 

ought to diiHnguiih from the difference of their rank by that 

cunica pi£ta. The former was of their tunics. Some lewed 

not properly fpeaking, a long upon thcir*8 purple flowers, 

Iiangingrobe, but rather a veft, which were ftuck on like the 

<virhich was partly hid under heads of nails, and hence came 

Clie robe. It had, at firft, no the word laticlavium. Only 

ileeves, and afterwards but very the chief magiftratcs, fenators, 

and 
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ricfaed with flowers of feveral colours. However* Tarqmn 
deferred wearing thefe (lately ornaments, tlU the people 

I and 



and generals of the army were 
allowed to wear thefe. The 
inferior magiftrates, the Ro- 
man knights, and fome other* 
officers in the army, wore in* 
deed tunics with purple flow- 
ers ; but thefe flowers were 
fmaller than the others; and 
from thence comes the name 
of angulliclavium. Thofe who 
triumphed, in dead of embroi- 
dered flowers, wore purple 
palm branches upon their tu- 
nicSy or tunicx palmatse. As 
to the toga pi6ia, fome think 
it was a robe common amotig 
the Romans, only of a purple 
colour: and as to the robe in 
general, it was nothing but a 
"very long mantle hanging in 
great folds quite down to the 
ground, which they fuftain- 
cd upon their right ftioul- 
ders, throwing one lappet of it 
over the left. The robes of 
the fenators were adorned with 
great purple flowers, as well 
as their tunics, and thofe of 
the knights with fmaller. The 
robes of thofe who triumphed, 
were probably adorned with 
palm-branches as well as their 
tunics. At lead it is certain, 
they were made of rich llufFs, 
^nd were called togae pi6hB. 
Two perfons only had ever the 
privilege of wearing them out 
of a triumph, namely, Paulus 
^milius and Pompey. , 

We have followed here the 
mod common opinion with re- 
lation to the laticlavium and 
angufticlavium, about which 
critics are flrangely divided. 
Some are of opinion, that the 



davi were a kind of flowers in- 
terwoven in the cloth ; others 
will have them to be the but- 
tons or clafps by which the tu- 
nic was held' together. A third 
fort pretend, that the latus cla- 
vus was nothing but a tumc 
bordered with purple. Scali- 
ger thinks the clavi did not be- 
long to the veft, but hung 
down from the neck, like 
chains and ornaments of that 
nature Rubenius endeavours 
to refute all thefe conjedures, 
and to prove that the clavi were 
no more than purple lines or 
flreaks in the middle of thd 
garment. According to that 
author, they did not receive 
the name or clavi as an imme- 
diate alluflon to the heads of 
nails, to which, he fays, they 
bcJreno refeniblance, but were 
fo called from their being of a 
different colour from the reft of 
the garment ; for the Romans, 
fays that writer, ufed to inlay 
their cups, and other precious 
utenfils, with fluds of gold, or 
other ornamental materials^ 
Thefe, from their likeneis 
to nail-heads, they called in 
general clavi. So that it was 
natural to bring the fame woid. 
to fignify thefe lines of purple, 
or other colours, which were 
different from all the reft of the 
garment, as thofe clavi were 
of a different colour and figure 
from the veflels which thqr 
adorned. A modern criric ti 
no mean chara6^er (4), tells 
US, that the clavi were nothing 
elfe but purple galoons, with 
which they bordered the forc- 



(4^ Daoier, in Herat, lib. ii. far. 5. 
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and lenate had confented to it by an exprefs law. He 
rhen applied thefe regalia to the decoration of his triumph, 
and never after laid them afide. In his triumph he ap- 
peared in a gilt chariot, drawn by four horfes, cloathed 
in a purple robe, and a tunic embroidered with gold, at- 
tended by twelve liftors, with tbeir axes and fafces, with 
a crown on his head, and a fceptre in his hand. Thus 
ended the war with the H etrurians, after it had laftcd 
nine years. 

Tarquin having now an interval of reft from his wafs, 
applied all his thoughts to the beautifying, cleanfing, and 
fortifying the city. He built the walls of Rome with hewn 
ftone, and thofe famous common-fewers, which have been 
Cnce numbered among the wonders of the world ^(Y). 

He 

^Liv. lib. i. cap. 38. 
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part of the tunic, on both fides, 
in a place where it came to- 
gether. The broad galoons, 
^ys he, made the laticlavium, 
and the narrow the anguilicla- 
vium. As to the name of 
clavi, he thinks the ancients 
gave that name to any thing 
that was made with a defign 
to be put upon another. 

(Y) Pliny, who did not ex- 
amme them them till near eight 
hundred years after they were 
built, could not fpeak of them 
ivithouc admiration ( ^) . Rome 
contained at that time four 
hills within its compafs ; name- 
ly, the Palatinus, Tarpeius, 
^uirinalis, and Ccelius. In 
:he vallies between thefe hills, 
the rain-water and fpringsunit- 
ng, formed great pools, which 
laid under water the ftreets and 
public places. The mud like- 
vile made the way impaiTable, 
nfeStcd the air, and rendered 
:he city unhealthy. Thefe in- 
ronveniencies prompted Tar- 
quin to undertake the cleanfing 
he city from its filth, by con- 



veying off the liters through 
fub terraneous canals or com- 
mon-fewers into the Tiber. 
He made all the arches of thefe 
common-fewers of hard ftone, 
and fpared neither expence n©r 
labour to make the w^ork dur- 
able. Their height and breadth 
were fo confiderable, that a 
cart loaded with hay could 
eafily pafs through them under- 
ground. But what moft en* 
creafed the difficulty of the 
work, was the conveying of 
the v/aters, which, through 
thefe fewers, were to carry off 
the filth into the Tiber. It 
was neceffary to cut through 
hills, and, under the city, 
through rocks, a channel large 
enough for a navigable ftream, 
and covered with arches ftrong 
enough to bear the weight 
of houfes, which were often 
built upon them, and ftood as 
firm as on the moft folid 
foundations. The expence of 
this great work was never fo 
well underftood, as when it 
came to be repaired : for the 
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(5} Plin. lib. xxxiii. cap. 15. 
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H€ likewlfe adorned the forum, furroundmg it witb gaU 
leriesy in which were ihops for tradefmen^ and building 
temples in it, with fchools for the youth of both fexes» 
and halls for the adminiftration of public juftice. 

The king had fcarce ended thefe works, when be en- 
gaged in a war with the Sabines, under pretence that 
they had affifted the Hetrurians. Both ^ armies took the 
fieidj and came to an engagement on the confines of Sar 
binla, wi^ich laded the whole day> without any confido- 
able advantage on either fide ; infomuch that the generals, 
ftanding iii awe of each other, retired to their refpefUve 
camps, and foon after returned home, without attempt- 
ing any thing elfe that campaign. Tarquin employod 
the winter in making the neceflary preparations againft 
the next year. He confidered, that he had been often 
prevented from purfuing the advantages of a viftory for 
want of horfe ; for, though the infantry was very nume- 
the cavalry continued on the fame footing on which 
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Romulus had left it. He therefore refolved to add fomej 
new bodies of knights to thofe of the firft inftitution. In| 
any (late, lefs fuperftitious than that of the Romans, this 
defign would have been put in execution without any dis- 
pute ; but in Rome, the innovation, which Tarquin in- 
tended to introduce, met with great oppofition. As tie 
firft divifion of the horfe into tnrserbodies had been de-| 
termined by auguries, A£liutf Naevius, the molt fai 
augur of that time, oppofed the king, and took upon himl 
the defence of Romulus's inftitution. 

Tarquin could not perfuade himfelf that the augur 
ferious in his oppofition v and therefore commanded 
to be brought into his prefence, fully refolved tocoi 
and difcredit the diviner in the art, which fuperftitif 
maintained, to the diminution of the rdyal authoiitfj 
As foon as Najvius appeared before Tarquinj in the mi< 
of the forum, and in the fight of all the people, ** Cai 
thou difcovcrby ihyart, diviner, (faid the king), wh< 
what I am thinking of can be done, or not ? Go^ and 
fult thy birds." The augur did as he was ordered 5 
returning quickly, anfwered, with great compol 
<< Yes, Tarquin, my art tells me, that what you arc th 
ingof may bedone." Upon thi8« the king, palling 1 
a razor from under his robe, and taking a flint in 
band, replied, with a contemptuous fmile ^ '* I was 

cenfors gave no lef^ than a who undertook the cleanfiog 

ttioufand taleots to theperfoa it. 
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ing whether it was poffible to cut this flint with this razor. 
I have taken tbec in thy own craft ; the introducing the ' • 
gods into thy decifions is all cheat and impofture. If tkxu 
canft perfornfl what is impoffible, do." At thefe words 
the people bprft into laughter : but Naevius, without difr 
covering the leaft furprize, addreffed the king with an air 
of aflurance, and faid, " Put the razor to the flint, and 
try : I readily fubmit to any punifliment, if you do not 
perform what you thought on." The king tried the ex- 
periment, and faw, to his great furprize, the flint give 
way to the edge of the Azor, which cut through it with 
fo much eafe, that it reached the king's hand, and drew 
Wood from it *. Livy fays, thatNavius took the flint into 
his own hand, and cut it in Tarquin's prefence y. Be that 
as it will, the people teftified their furprize by loud accla- 
mations ; and Tarquin, turning his contempt for augury 
into admiration, laid afide his projeft of increafing the 
number of the corps of horfe, and contented himfelf with 
augmenting the number of knights of each corps, making 
the Roman cavalry amount in all to eighteen hundred 
men. from this time, no determination was made, either 
in the camp or city, without the approbation of the au- 
gurs. , As for Naevius, Tarquin erefted a ftatue of brafs 
to his. memory in the comitium, which continued there 
till Auguftus's time. The razor and flint, which were 
kept as monuments of the miracle, were buried near it, 
under an altar , at which witnefles were afterwards fworu 
in civil caufes (B). 

Tarquin, early in the fpring, took the field againft the Tarquin 
Sabines, who, having received confiderabje reinforcements renew the 
from Hetruria, were encamped near the conflux of the '***'*'" *"'^ 
Anio.and the Tiber. The Hetrurians were pofted on ^'*/^^' 
one bank of the Tiber, and the Sabines over-againft them '* 



3c Dion. Hal. p. 203. 

(B) This event, though fe- 
ated with fo many circuiti- 
[lances, attefted by ^11 the 
writers of the Roman hiftory, 
ind adopted by fome of the ra- 
hers or the church, who im- 
>ute it to magic, is withodt all 
k>ubt a mere fabulous inven- 
]ipn» and was looked upon as 



y^Liv. lib# L cap. 36. 

fuch by Tully, who, though 
himfelf an augur, writes of it 
thus : ** Look with contempt 
(he fpeaks to his brother Quin- 
tufr) on the razor and flint 
of the famous Aftius ; when 
we reafon as philofophers, we 
ought to lay no ftrefs upon 
fables (7).'» ^ 



(7} Cic, de Diviniti lib. i. 
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on the other. The confederate armies had a communi- 
cation by a bridge of boats ; and this Tarquinj who had 
encamped on a hill near the banks of the Anio» foimd 
means to fet on fire, by fending down the river fiat-bot. 
tomed boats, loaded with dry wood, fulphur, and refin. 
The Sabines haftened to extinguiih the flame, leaving, a$ 
is very frequent on fuch unforefeen and fudden accidents, 
Hisfuccefs. their camp unguarded. Then Tarquin, laying hold of 
this opportunity, attacked, and made himfelf mafter of 
it } wfkiie a detachment which he had fent out, havn^ 
pafied the Tiber in the night, fell fuddenly .on the can^ 
of the Hetrurians. The enemy, thus attacked on bo^ 
fides, immediately fled, and, in the confuGon, periflie^ 
fome by the flames, fome by the fword, and others hf 
leaping into the river. The arms of the enemy, which 
came floating down the ftream, brought the news of the 
viftory to Rome, before the arrival of the couriers dit 
patched by the king *. 

After this victory, Tarquin, without allowing the ene- 
my any refpite, entered the territory of the Sabines ; who 
having, with incredible expedition, drawn together an- 
other army, faced him a fecond time ; but, being otke^ 
more routed with great flaughter, they had at laft rc- 
courfe to the clemency of the conqueror, and fued iir 
peace : but Tarquin did not grant them more than a truo% 
which was no fooner expired, than they pafled the Air% 
and made incurfions on the Roman lands. TarquiO} 
leaving the city, fell upon the plunderers; and, havnf- 
taken their booty from them, encamped, with the fev * 
forces he had with him, oppofite to the enemy, while At 
ieft of the army advanced. The Sabines, whofe courage 
was not in the lead abated by their former misfortucwii 
did not. fail to offer him battle ; and the king, as fooa li^ 
he was joined by the forces he expe£ked, accepted tk 
challenge. As the Sabines were not inferior to the Bd^ 
mans, either in numbers or bravery, the viSory continipdl 
doubtful, till a body of horfe, which Tarquin had 4l>. 
tached before the battle, having taken a compafs, fell 10%. 
expeftedly on the enemy's rear. Then the Sabines wp6 
feized with a panic, and abandoned the field in a. 4tfi 
orderly manner. Few of them reached the neighboM 
ing cities, their retreat being cut off on one fide ifg^^ 
the main body of the Roman army, and on the odMBC' 
by the detachment of horfe. Thofe who efcaped Ae 
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£Wbrds of the conquerors, fled to their camp, which, 
though well fortified, was attacked, and taken, almoft 
-^rithout refiftance, by the Romans. Thus ended this 
crampaign Next year the Sabines, having chofen a more 
eicperienced commander, appeared early in the field, but 
<leclined a battle. Tarquin, not thinking it fafc to attack reiuen ' 
€hc enemy's camp, furrounded it on all fides ; and, by '^^^ '* '^ 
cutting off their communication with the neighbouring "'/*^'*" 
country, reduced the Sabines. to the utmoft extremity. 
The Rohians looked upon them as a fure prey; but the. 
Sabine general, taking the advantage of a dark and ftormy 
night, marched his army out of liis intrenchments, and, 
-without being obferved, got out of the enemy's reach, 
leaving only in the camp fome wounded men, and a few 
cattle ^. And thus the campaign ended. 

Next year, the Romans and Sabines appeared ayew in Hi defeats 
the field, as foon as the feafon was fit for a£i:ion ; and, '^f« '« « 
having encamped near each other, the twcf generals ^^"■^^^'" 
agreed to put the whole to the iffue of a battle. As Tar- 
quin had divided his army, which was very numerous, in- 
to three bodies, he commanded the Romans himfelf, put 
his nephew Arunx at the head of the fietrurians, and gave 
the command of the Latins, and other allies, to Servius 
Tullius, a foreigner, who, from a flave, was become a 
Roman citizen. The two armies engaged with the utmoft 
fury, and fought the whole day with equal intrepidity and 
refolution ; but, in the end, the Romans gained the vic- 
* , tory, after Tarquin had infpired his men with frefh cou- 
rage, by' making a vow to build a magnificent temple in 
honour of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva. The Sabines be- 
ing routed and difperfed, Tarquin entered their country, ' 
which now lay expofed to him ; and, having plundered 
their lands, returned to Rome, loaded with booty, and 
crowned with glory. During the winter, he made the 
neceflary preparations for befieging their fortified piaces, 
during the next campaign. But, in the mean time, the The So* 
Sabines, defpairing' of fuccefs, humbled themfelves fo ^'f^^/«^ 
far, as to fend deputies to Tarquin, offering to put him **''* ^"^ . 
in poflelEon of all their fortrefTes, upon honourable condi- ^ithck' 
tions. The king treated them favourably ; delivered up meney% 
to them their prifoners without ranfom ; and, having taken 
pofleffion of their country, returned to Rome, and entered 
the city in triumph S 

b Liv* lib* i« cap. 37* c JAv: ibid. 
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Tarquin, being now advanced in years, thought only 
of enjoying the fwcets of repofe after his great labours, 
TA# temph and continual vitlorics. However, in confequence of the 
9f Jupittr^ vow he had made to Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva, he le- 
?^A m/'^' veiled the top of the hill Tarpeius, marked out the plan 
of the temple, and laid the foundations of that glo- 
rious ftrutiure, which afterwards became the principal 
place of the Roman worfliip. ""And now the celebrated 
Nxvius appears again upon the ftage : this augur being 
confulted about what part of Rome Jupiter .would like 
belt, declared for the hill Tarpeius, formerly Satumias. 
But, when they came to confecrate the area, a difficultf 
arofe about removing the gods, who had already altars on 
the hill, without giving them offence. By the help of 
augury, all thefe gods were confulted, and found willing 
to be removed, except the god Terminus, and the god- 
defa Youth, who infifted upon not being difplaced, and 
were confequentlyenclofed within the walls of the temple, 
which was afterwards confecrated to Jupiter, his wife Ju- 
lio, and his daughter Minerva. Not long after this con- 
fccration Naevius difappeared ; and, as the manner, as 
well as the author, of his death were utterly unknown, 
the fons of Ancus Marcius endeavoured to fix the ca- 
lumny on the king, and, by that imputation, to ftir up 
the people againft him ; but, their accufation being found 
groundlefs, the-fons of Ancus were deteiled for having 
calumniated their king, and delivered up to him by the 
incenfed multitude. Tarquln, who was naturally in- 
clined to mercy, pardoned them, in confideration of the 
favours he had received from their father. Motives of re- 
ligion prompted him to be more feverc on a proftitate 
Veftal, by name Pinaria, whom he condemned to be bu- 
ried alive. As this is the firft inftance we meet with of 
this kind of punifliment, Tarquin is thought to have been 
the author of it. It was ever after inflidbed on fuch of 
thofe prieftelfes as difhonourcd their confecration. Hdw- 
ever, the king did not (hew lefs efteem to the college of 
the Veftals \ but, on the contrary, added two to their 
number, and encreafed it to fix \ 
unc jy»*^j As Tarquin was now about eighty years of age, and 
Aucus COM' drew near his end, the ambition of the fons of Ancui 
fpirethi' grew daily more aftive : they had not forgot the arts, by 
which Tarquin had fecured to himfelf their father's Idsg« 
dom, and had long watched an opportunity of feizing it 
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for tfcnemfclves 5 but finding it impoffibic to put their dcr 
fign in execution, they lived quietly under his govern- 
nient, till he .began to take proper meafures for continu- 
ing the crown in his family, by marrying one of his daugh- 
ters to Servius Tullius. Then they fet no bounds to their 
refcntment ; but refolved to put the king to death, before 
the intereft of his fon-in-law was eftablilhed among the 
people. The method they took for the execution of their 
defign was this : they hired two young men, who, dreflt 
ing themfelves like peafants, with hatchets on their fhoul- 
ders, as if they were wood-cleavers, began a feigned 
quarrel near the king's palace. Many of the confpirators | 
crowded about them, under pretence of .putting an end 
to the difpute, which ftill continued, till they got to the 
gate of the palace : then they called out on the king for 
juftice, and were brought before him by th^ officers of the 
court. At firft, they began to rail at each other, till they 
'were reftrained by a liftor, and ordered to fpeak by turns, jii isaffaj^ 
Then one of them began to tell his ftory ; and while the finatid i« 
king was wholly intent on what he faid, the other gave ^' •*■*'* 
him a great blow on the head with his hatchet, and leav- P^^^* 
ing his weapon in the wound, fled, with his companion, 
out of the palace. But, while fome of the king's at- 
tendants haftened to his affiftance, others, purfuing the 
aflaflins, feized them. When they were put to the tor- 
ture, they confefled, that they had been employed by the 
fons of Ancus. Queen Tanaquil, who had courage and. 
wifdom above her fex, did not lofe her prefence of mind, 
even at the fight of her dying hufband : flic immediately 
commanded the palace to be cleared of the crowd, and 
gave ftricl orders, that no perfon whatfoever fliould be 
admitted within the gates.. Then, (hutting herfelf up in 
the apartment of the expiring king, with her fon-in-law 
hervius Tullius, his wife, and Ocrifia his mother, flie en- 
couraged Servius to afcend the throne. She then opened 
the window, which looked into the ftrcet, where this ac- 
cident had brought the people together, and, with an air 
of aflurance, told them, that the wound was not dan- 
gerous ; that the king was ftunned with the blow, but 
was recovered, and hoped to have the pleafure of feeing 
his people very foon ; but, in the mean time, ordered 
them to obey Servius Tullius, who would adminifter juf- S^^tin Ta*> 
tice to them, till the king was perfeftly recovered. This faqmlbym 
wife diflimulation of Tanaquil had all the fuccefs flic A«'«^«» 
could expe£t from it : the fons of Ancus, believing that ^ll^Xmii 
the king was ftill alive, went of their own accord into ba- kerfinimm 

F f a nifliment; hw. 
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qiibmcnt \ (b that the ploti which perhaps would hate 
.fucccededy had the people feen Tarquin dead, was quite 
defeated, upon their bclie¥ing» that he was alive. The 
fecond day after the murder of Tarquin, Servius Tullios 
heard caufes from the throne in the royal rohes, and at- 
tended by the li£lors ; but, as he pretended only to fup- 
ply the king's place, when any difficult cafe occurred, he 
promifed to report it to the king. As he thought it in- 
cumbent upon him to enquire into the wicked attempt 
upon the king, and revenge it, he cited the fons of An- 
' cus to appear before his tribunal ; and, upon their non« 
appearance, caufed them to be declared infampus, an4 
* their eftates to be confifcated. After he had thus ma- 
naged affairs for fome time, and, by his prudent admi- 
niuration, gained the hearts of the people, the death of 
Tarquin was publifhed aa a thing recent, with great la- 
mentations in the palace i and Servius, after having per- 
formed his obfcquies with great pomp, appeared in pub- 
lic with a ftrong guard, and all the marks of royalty, 
without waiting for the ele£lion either of the fenate or 
people ^. Livy indeed tells us^ that he took poileffion oiF 
the Kingdom with the confent of the fenators ; but, as he 
was not duly eleded, the people looked upon him rather 
asgovernoi:, thanking, of Rome. 
Yr. of Fl. The moft probable account authors give of the birth and 
1775' education of Servius Tullius, is as tollows : he was the 
Ante Chr. (q^ ^f Ocrifia, a native of Corniculum, who was made 
^ q\^^ captive by the Romans at the taking of that place; but 
' who his father was, is uncertain. DionyGus Halicamaf- 

Serwks fenfis tells us, that one Tullius, an officer of royal ex- 
TuUiiu. traftion, who was killed in the defence of his country, 
was the hufhand of Ocrifia, whom he left with child at 
his death. Tarquin made a prefent of this beautiful. cap- 
tive' to his queen Tanaquil, who, being apprifed of her 
extradlion* and pleafed with her polite behaviour, reftored 
her to freedom : but as her fon was bom while fhc was 
in a ftate of flavery, the name of Servius was added to 
that of Tullius, which he received from his father. This 
is DionyCus's account. But Plutarch pretends, that Ocri- 
fia was very young when (he was carried into captivity; 
and that fhe was afterwards married to one of Tarquin*s 
His birth clients, by whom flie had Servius ^ Some have given 
and eMua* this prince a divine orgin, and made him the fon of Vnl- 
tidfu can, or, at leafl; of the lar, or the houfhold god, of Tar* 

e Dipn. Hah lib. iii. p* iS(« < ^ Plut* d^ Fort* Rov* 
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quin's palace. Perhaps by the god of the rbyal |)alade 
they meant Tarqoin himfelf. But, however that be, it 
13 certain, that Tarquin exprefled all the tendernefs of a 
father for Servias, and took particular care of his edu^a- 
tioa* Tanaqnil, who was no lefs fond of him than her 
hufband, in order to gain htm the greater: veneration and 
efteem among the people, with what political view is not 
known, fpread a report, which the credulous people be« 
lieved, that a fudden flame, in form of a crown, furround- 
ed the head of Servius, while he was a child, and afleep 
in her apartment >• Yet, notwithftanding the great fa« 
four fhewn him by the king and queen, it was chiefly by 
an uniform and wife condud, that he raifed himfelf to the 
throne. He was diftinguiflied in the army by his gallant 
behaviour ^ and his extraordinary abilities in council fo 
conciliated the efteem and af&£tion of the people, that he 
was unanimoufly raifed to the rank of a patrician, and « 
place in the fenate. The king then married him to an 
iUuftrious Roman lady, by name Gegania ; and, upon her 
cftath, as his merit and fame daily encreafedy Tarquin 
thougt^ it no difhonour to his family to give him his 
daughter Tarquinia in marriage. From this time the 
court fet no bounds t6 the favours they beflowed upon 
him. The king repofed a'n^ entire confidence in him^ 
trufting him with the management both of his domeftic 
concerns,' and the affairs of the public ; in which he ao* 
quitted himfelf fawell^ that the people were no lefs fa- 
tisfied with his condufb than with the king^s : and this po« 
pularity upon the death of her father-in-law, paved his 
uray to the throne. 

Servius, notwithftanding his fuperior merit, looked tip* 7^ Aasmw 
Cfh himfelf as chiefly indebted to Fortune for his gran« *'^"» 
deur ; . he thercfoi'e ereded an incredible number 6f tcm* r-J^zf^ 
pies and altars to her, under the names of Fortuna Pri« 
migenta, Fortiina Obfequens, Fortuna Privata, Fortuna 
Virgo, Fortuna Virilis, &c. As he propofed Nmna for 
his pattern, and defigned to eftabliih as much order ia 
the civil as that wife prince had fettled in the religious 
polity of Rome, tor gain himfelf refped from the ppople^ 
he pretended to have a private correfpondence with the 
goddefs Fortune, as Numa had maintained an intercourfe 
with Egeria*. However, the beginning of his reign was 
tvot Without difturbances and diflfenfions. The ions o^ 
Ancus Marcius had a flirong party among the patricians^ 

t Li v. lib* i. cap. 41% ^ Ploli.Qssft. Rom. p. %%u 
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vho tliOQglit it beneath them to be governed by a mas 
born in flavcry : bcfides, it had been hitherto cuftomarj 
in Rome not to proceed to the eledion of a king^ till 
after an interregnum ; and this rule, eftablifhed ever 
fince RomuIus*s time, Servius had broken through, tak- 
ing the power into his own hands, Mfithout the order or 
confent of the people. Complaints of this nature were 
at firft dropped, as it were, accidentally, in private aflem- 
blies ; but jax laft produced an almoft general confpiracy. 
The fenators agreed among thcmfclvcs to force the new 
' king, the firft time they aiTembled, to lay down his au- 

thority, to cftablifli an interregnum, and then to proceed 
HigatMt |.Q the free eleftion of another king. Servius, in this 
u^hum* emergency, endeavoured to gain the people, and makie 
$^ff* * uf<c ^ them againft the fenate. As he was a man of great 
eloquence, inftead of the fenate, he aflembled the peo- 

Ele, and placing one of the two grandfons of the late 
ing on each (ide of him, made an artful and .moving 
fpcech to the multitude. He entreated them to be joint- 
guardians with him of the offspring of a prince whole 
memory ought to be dear to them ; he promifed to pro- 
teft the people againft the patricians ; to pay all their 
debts ; and to divide among them the lands taken from 
the enemy. Nor were his promifes fallacious : in a few 
days, he commanded all thofc who were in debt to fend 
him ai> account of their debts, and the names of their 
creditors} and, opening counting-houfes in the forum, 
paid there all the debtors bills with his own money. He 
moreover publiftied an edidi, commanding all thofe who 
had ufurped lands belonging to the public, to quit them 
at an appointed time ; and ordered the Roman citizens, 
who had no lands of their own, to petition for them. In 
fliort, he revived many of the laws of Romulus and Nu- 
ma, which were become obfolete, and made feveral new 
regulations in favour of the common people, who were in 
many things put upon an equality with the fenators and 
^ patricians *. 

Though Servius was naturally more inclined to works 
pf peace than to military exploits, y^ he found himfelf 
obliged to engage in a long war wirh the Veientes, and 
the reft of the Hetrurians, who had ftiaken off the yoke, 
pretending, that their obligations to be fubjed to Rome 
were dead with Tarquin, who had fubje£ted them. But 
lierfiusy taking the field, foon fubdued them anew^ and 

^ Pioi|.,9alic.1ib. iv..C9p4 ^jf • 

depriving 



The Roman Hiftory. 439 

depriving them of their lands, transferred the property of Uedtftau 
them to fuch of the new citizens of Rome as had yet no ^^f Hetru^ 
lands. For this viftory he obtained, by th;e favour of the ^^^^^ 
people, in oppofition to the fenate, the honours of a 
triumph ; and entered Rome with all the pomp which 
Tarquin had introduced in public (hews^ 

ServiuSy finding the people entirely attached to his 
interefty refolved to take advantage of their prefent favour, 
to render his title to the throne lefs difputable. Accord* 
ingly, he aflembled the citizens ; and, in a moving fpeech, 
which drew tears from their eyes, complained of a de* 
(jgn formed by the patricians to take away his life, and 
to bring back the fons of Angus ; and this for no other 
reafon, but becaufe he was too kind to the common pea* 
pie. In the clofe of his fpeech, he left the kingdom to 
their difpofal, begging them to determine between him 
and his pupils on one fide, ami their competitors on the 
other^ Servius had no fooner ended^iis fpeech, than he 
came down haftily from the tribunal, in order to leave the 
aflembly;,but they even ufed violence toftop him, intreat- 
ing him to be their king) and encouraging him not to fear 
the plots of his enemies. Then fome, whom the king 
had difperfed among the multitude for that purpofe, cried 
with a loud voice, ** Let the curiae be aflembled without 
delay, that we may eleft Servius to be our king." In the 
mean time that prince, though at the bottom of the whole 
intrigue, afiefled to a£l only in compliance with the in- 
clination of the people. ^' I am glad (faid he), to find 
you have gratitude for the good offices I have done you. 
You may," continued he, with an air of indifFprence, 
** do juA as you pleafe." Accordingly, a day was ap- Heisle- 
pointed, and Servius was unanimoufly elefted ". However^ ^^^ '^* 
as the-.fenate, whofe faftion was formidable, could never ^^[ 
be brought to confirm the ele£tion, Servius deliberated 
with himfelf, whether he (hould npt renounce the dignity 
conferred on him by the people. But having imparted 
his uneafinefs and perplexity to Tanaquil, (he removed his 
apprchenfions, and even prevailed upon him to take an 
oath, whereby he engaged never to refign the crown.- 
This great queen died foon after : and Servius omitted 
nothing that could contribute towards tranfmitting the 
remembrance of. her noble aftions to pofterity. To im- 
mortalize her domeftic virtues, the true glory of a wo« 

i Faft Capit. k Dion. Hal. p. ajsk m Liv. lib. !• cap. 41. 
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Scrvius, foon after his ele£^ion, marched againft the 
rebellious Hetrurians, reduced them> and \vas» on that 
account, honoured with a fecond triumph. After this 
Tif^ory, he employed all his attention in adorning and 
enlarging the city. To the hills Palatinus, Tarpeius, 
Qiuiinalis> Coelius, Aventinus, he added the Efquilinus 
and Viminalis. enclofing them Mrithiii the limits of the 
city, and fixing his own palace oo the Efquilinus^ in or- 
der to draw inhabitants thither. He likewife added a 
fourth tribe to the three originally eftablilhed by Romu- 
lus, calling it Tribus Efquilina. The public impofts and 
taxes were raifed by laying a certain fum on every tribe; 
hence the public fubfidies* were called tributes ;- and thofe 
who commanded the tribes in war,, were from them 
named tribunes, though that name was afterwards given 
to feveral forts of magiftrates. The law which obliged 
each inhabitant to continue in the tribe in which he was 
bom, eftabliihed great regularity in levying both the mi-^ 
Ktia and the taxes. Servius made likewife a law, that a 
piece of money {bould be paid, upon every death, into 
the temple of the goddefs Libitina, Avho prefided qver fu- 
nerals; another into the temple of Juno Lucina, upon 
every birth ; and another into the temple of Youth, as 
ibon as any perfon was pafl: the ftate of. childhood. By 
thefe means the number of Roman citizens was ki^own^ 
efpecially of fuch as were able to bear arms. No regard 
had hitherto been had at Rome to flaves ; but ServiuSf 
perhaps to do honour to his firft condition, extended his 
care even to them, ordering little wooden oratdries to be 
^refked in all the crofs-ways of the feveral quarters of the 
city ; theie he confecrated to the dii compitaks, or gods 
of the crofa-ways ; and appointed flaves only to be prlefts 
of thefe gods, who had their particular feftival, on which 
matters gave their flaves reft from all labour j and by this 
z& of humanity gained theit good- will ^ 

That an equal order might be eftabliftied in the coun- 
try, as well as in the city, the king divided the whole 
Roman territory into diftinft bibes, commanding that 
there ihould be at leaft one place of rifuge in each tribe, 
(ituated on a riflng-ground, and ilrong enough to fecure 
the effefls of the peafants, in cafe of a fudiden alarm. 
Thefe ftrong places he called pagi, that is, villages} and 
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eomman&d tliat each of them fhould have its peculiar 
temple, tutelary god^ and magiftrates. Each of them 
bad likewife its peculiar feftival, called paganalia, when 
every perfon was %o pay into the hands of thofe who pre- 
fided at the facrifices, a piece of money, the men of one 
kind, the' women of another, and the children of a third. 
By this inftitution, an exad computation was made of the 
inen, women, and children in each tribe ^, 

In the mean time, his two wards, Lucius TarquiniuSi MarrUt 
and ArunXf the grand-children of Tarquin, being grown his two 
up, in order to fecure their fidelity, he married them to ^^^&^^* 
his two daughters. And though the elder of thefc Land'^fons 
daughters/ who was of a mild and tra^^able difpofition, «/ the Uu$ 
refembled in chara£ter the younger of his pupils, as the king^ 
elder of his pupils did the younger of his daughters, who 
was of a violent and vicious temper, yet he thought it 
advifeable to give his elder daughter to Tarquin, and the 
younger to Arunx ; for thus he matched them according 
to their ages, and at the fame time hoped, that the elder * 

Tullia's fweet difpofition would temper Tarquin 's impe- 
tubfity, and the younger TuUia^s vivacity rouze the indo- 
lence of Arunx. , 

During the public rejoicing for this double marriage, gt4uci$tk$ 
Ithe twelve lucumonies of Hetruria, uniting their forces, twtlveiu^ 
attempted to fhake off the Roman yoke; but were in fe- "^«w«ef 
veral battles defeated by Servius, and obliged to fubmit ^'^*'''** 
to him on the fame conditions on which they had fubmit- 
led to his predeceffbr. For this fuccefs Servius was ho- 
aoured with a third triumph ^. 

The king, being thus difengaged from a troublcfome He infli" 
war, returned to the purfuit of his political fchcmcs, and tutesth$l 
put in execution that great engine of policy which Rome ^'*/«'« 
made ufe of ever after, and which eftabliihed a perpetual 
order and regularity in all the members of the ftate, with 
refpeft to wars, to the public revenues, and the fuffrages 
of the comitia. The public fupplies had hitherto b^en 
raifed upon the people at a certain fun^ a-head, without any 
diftin£tion of rich and poor : whence it likewife followed, 
that when levies were made for the war, the rich and 
poor were equally obliged to take the field, according tp 
the order of their tribe ; and as they all ferved at their 
own expence, the poorer fort could not fupport the 
charges of a campaign. Befides, as the moft indigent of 
' the people faw themfelves burdened with the fame taxes 

^ Bion, Hal. p. no. n Faft. Capit. 
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as tbe rich, they pretended to an equal autbdnty m tbe co« 
mitia : fo that the ele£^ion of kings and magiftrates, the 
making of peace or war, and the judging of criminals, 
were given up into the hands of a populace who were 
cafily corrupted) and had nothing to lofe. Servius formed 
a projed to remedy thefe evils, and p^t it in execution, 
by ena£ling a law, enjoining all the Roman citizens to 
bring in an account in writing of their own names and 
ages, and of thofe of their fathers, wives, and children. 
By the fame law» all heads of families were commanded 
to deliver in upon oath a juft eftimate of their effefka, and 
to add to it the places of their abode^ whether in town 
or country. Whoever did not bring in an account of His 
^ffefls, was to be deprived of his eftate, to be beaten with 
rods, and publicly fold for a flave. Servius, from thefe 
particular accounts, which might be pretty well relied on, 
undertook to eafe the poor by ^ncreafing the burdens of 
the rich, and, at the fame time, to pleafe the latter, by 
augmenting their power and influence '. 

To this end» he divided the Roman people into (ix 
clafles : the firft clafs confided of thofe whofe eftstes an4 
effefbs amounted to the value of ten thoufand drachmae, 
^ffi^ mnd ^^ * hundred thoufand afes (C) of brafs j tfie firft way of 
mff lito computing being ufed by the Greeks, and the latter by 
giufuriiu the Latins. This clafs was fubdivided into fourfcore cen- 
turies, or companies of foot. To thefe Servius joined 
eighteen centuries of Roman knights, who fought on 
borfeback \ and appointed that this confiderable body of 
horfemen ihould be at the head of the firft clafs, becaufe 
the eftates of thefe knights, without all doubt, exceeded 
the fum ncceflary to be admitted into it. However, the 
'^ . public fupplied them with horfes, for which a tax was 
laid upon widows, who were exempt from all other tri- 

r Dion. Hal. lib. iv. p. 123. Liv.. ubi fupra. Aul. Gell. lib. xvi. 
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(C) As was a pound weight 
of brafs,, confifting of twelve 
equal parts, or ounces. Un- 
cia, one ounce ; fextans, two; 
quad ran s, three ; triens, tour ; 
quincunxi five ; femis, ^tl ; 
icptunx, feven ; bcs, eight ; 
dodrans, nine ; dextans, ten ; 
4©unx, eleven ; as, twelve, or 
a pound weight, or tbe whole 
of an eftate, which was gene- 



rally divided in the fame man- 
ner, in the laft wills of the 
Romans. For example : ** tra 
inftituit (Cs^far) haeredes. C. 
0£tav. ex dodrantc, & L. 
Plin.&Q^Ped.ex quadranti;** 
i. e. three-fourths toOdavius; 
and to the other two the re* 
maining fourth. When a man 
inherited the whole ellate, he 
was faid to be ** ex alTe hacres." 
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Butcs. This firf^ clafs, including infantry and cavalfy> 
coniifted of niftety-eight centuries. The feconci clafs com- 
prehended thofc whofe eftates were valued atfeven thou- ' 
land five hundred drachmae, or feventy-five thoufand afes 
of brafs. It was fubdivided into twenty centuries, all 
foot: to thefe were added two centuries of carpenters, 
fmiths, and other artificers. In the third clafs werethofe 
who were efteemed worth five thoufand drachmse, or 
fifty thoufand afes. This clafs was fubdivided into twenty 
centuries^ The fourth clafs was of thofe whofe cfFefts 
were rated at the value of five hundred drachmae, or 
twenty-five thoufand afes, and was divided into twenty 
centuries : to which were added two other centuries of 
trumpets, and blowers of the horn, who fupplied the 
whole army with this martial mufic. The fifth clafs in- - 
eluded thofe only whofe whole fubftance did not amount 
to more than twelve hundred and fifty drachmae, or twelve \ 

thoufand five hundred afes ; and this clafs was divided 
into thirty centuries. The fixth clafs comprehended all 
thofe who were not worth fo much as thofe of the fifth 
clafs : they exceeded in number any other clafs, but nc- 
vcrthelefs were reckoned but as one century *. ; * 

The wife king drew from thefe regulations all the ad- Advmi' 
vantages he had expefted. Levies for the army were no tages ac* 
longer raifed by tribes, nor were taxes laid at fo much a fr*'**f 
head, as formerly, but all was levied by centuries. When, ^^c^ 
for inftance, an army of twenty thoufand men, or a large ' 

fupply of money, was wanted for the war, each century 
furniftied its quota both of men- and money : fo that the 
firft clafs, which contained more centuries, though fewer 
men, than all the other together, furniflied more men and 
more money for the public fervice, than the whole Roman 
ftate befides. By this inftitution, the Roman armies con- 
fitted, for the moft part, of the rich citizens of Rome^ 
who, as they had lands and efFe£ts to defend, fought with 
more refolution, while their riches enabled them to bear 
the expence of a campaign. As it was but juft the king 
fhould make the firft clals amends for the weight laid on 
it, he gave it almoft the whole authority in public aflfairs, 
changing the comitia by curiae, in which every man gave 
his vote ; into comitia by centuries, in which the majo- 
rity was not reckoned by fingle perfons, but by centuries^ 
how few focver there might be in a century. Hence the 
firft clafsi which contained more centuries than the other 
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fiye talen together, had every thing at its ^ifpofiil. Ttie 
votes of this clafs were firft taken ; and if the ninety-eight 
centuries agreed^ or onlr ninety-feven of them, the a&ir 
was determined, becaule tbefe made the majority of the 
hundred and ninety-three centuries^ which compofed the 
fix clafles. If they difagreed, then the fecond, the third, 
and the other clafTes in their order, were called ^to vote, 
though there was very feldom any occafion to go to the 
fourth clafs for a majority of votes : fo that, hy this good 
order, Servius brought tne affs^rs of the ftate to be deter* 
mined by the judgement of the moft confideraUe citizens, 
who underilood the public intereft better than the oiuiti- 
tude, liable to be impofed upon, and e^ly corrupted. 

The people being thus divided into dijSerem orders, ac- 
cording to the cenfus or valuation of their eftates, Ser<» 
vius refolved to folemnize this prudent regulation by fonie 
public a<^ of religion, that it might be the more Fefped;ed,t 
and the more hftmg» Accordingly, all the citizens were 
commanded to appear, on a day appointed, in the Cam« 
pus Martins, which was a lafge plain, lying between the 
city and the Tiber, formerly confecrated by Romulus to 
the ged Mars. Here the centuries being drawn up ia 
battalia, a folemn luftration, or expiatory facrifice, was 
performed, in the name of all the people. The facrifice 
confided of a fow, a (beep, and a bull, whence it xooIl 
the n&me of fuov^taurilia. The whole ceremony was 
called iuftrum, a lttmdo\ that is, from payings expiat-« 
ing, clearing, or perhaps from the goddels Lua(I>), who- 
preiided over expiations, and to whom Servius bad dedi- 
cated a temple. This wife king, confidering, that in five 
years there might be fuch alterations in the fortunes of 
private perfons> as to in title fome to be raifed to a faighef 
^lafs, and make it neceiTaiy tQ reduce others to a Idwery 



. (D) Ttie name of this god- 
defs was loll through the igiiko- 
rance of editors, but brought 
to light again by Judus Lip- 
fitrs, in his commentaries on 
Tacitus : for thiat ancient wri- 
ter tells us, that Serviu© TuU 
1>U8 confecrated an* almr to the 
goddefs Lua. But the editor, 
not knowing who this gpddels 
waft, changed the word Lua 
into Luna, as if Servius had 
dedicated an altar to, the mopoi. 



Lipfius corre6b this miflake,. 
and. (hews that Lua was the 
goddefs to whom the facrificc 
of the luilrum was offered. As 
(he was the goddcfe of expia- 
tions, the lucrum probably 
iKfok Its name fik)M- h^, as^ Ae' 
did hers irom tbie vtacd hs^ 
which figntiits to pi^^ becavfe 
oxl that dayi ev^ry one' p»td 
his quota or the tas laid on hii. 
century. 

en- 
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(Mfqoined^ tint the cenfius fiumld be renewed every five 
yes^rs. As tihe ceufus was ufualiy clofed by the luftrum, 
the Romans heneeferdi began to compute time by luf- 
tfuoiSy each hiftpum containing >the fpace of fiire years* 
Some writers are ef opinion^ that Senrius at this time 
coined the firft money which bad ever appeared at Rome ; 
and add) that die circumftances of the laftrum probably 
led him to (lamp tfape figures of the animals there fl^in, oa 
pieces of brafs of a certain weight. It is paft all doubt^ 
that mcmey was cailed pecunia) from the word pims^ 
which fignifies ^atiie $ a naime which continued to be given 
to all GokiBi when the impreffions on them were changed 
into moore noble figures ^ 

The government of the city being thus eftabliihed in fo Hegi*vet 
regular a manner^ Serviusy rememl:^ring his former fer- thejrtedm 
^Ue condition, and touched with compaffion for thofe' «"^* ?^' 
whom the misfortunes of an unfucccfi>ful war had reduced P^^'^^^i^y 
to flattery, thought that fuch of tbtem as had by long and n^f^^ 
faithful fervices deferv^d and obtained their freedom, were 
much moFe worthy of being made Roman citizens than 
untraceable vagabonds fro|n foreign countries, who were 
admitted without. diilinCiion. He therefore gave the 
freedmen their choice, either to return to their own coun- 
try, or c(Hitinue at Rome; Thofe who choie to continue 
there he divided into four tribes, and fettled them within 
the city \ and though they were diftinguiihed from the 
plebeians by their old name of liberti, or freedmen, yet 
they enjoyed all the privileges of free Qitizens. The fe* 
nate took o^Tence at the regard which the king (hewed to 
fuch a mean people, who bad very lately ihakeh off their 
fetters ; bat Servius, by a moft humane and judicious di£* 
courfe, entirely appeafed the fathers, who pafTed his infti- 
tution into a law, which fubfiited ever after **. 

This fage monarch, having thus eftabliihed order among Rrformf 
the people, undertook at laft to reform the royal power tht royal 
itfelf. His predeceiTors had refcrved to themfelves the f •w^''* 
cognizance of all caufes both public and private ; but Ser-^ 
fius, finding the duties of his office too much for one man 
to difcharge well, committed the cognizance of ordinary 
fuits to the fenate, and referved that only of ftate-crimes 
to himfelf *. 

• All things being now regulated a,t home, both in the 
city and country, Servius turned his thoughts abroad, and 
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fermed a fcheme for attaching the Sabines and Latins t« 
the Romans, b? fuch foeial ties as (hould be ftrengthened 
by religion. He fummoned the Latin and Sabine cities 
to fend their deputies to Rome, to confult about an afiair 
of great importance. When they were affembled,-he pro- 
pofed to them the building of a temple in honour of Diana, 
'where the Latins and oabines fliould meet once a year, 
and join with the Romans in ofiering facrifices to that 
Eoddefs ; that thisfeftival (hould be followed by a council, 
m which all difputes between the cities fhould be amicably 
determined, and proper meafures taken topurfue their com- 
mon intereft. The king's defign met with no oppofition : 
the deputies only added, that the temple fhould be an in- 
violable afylum for the united nations, and that all the 
cities (hould contribute towards the expence of building it. 
It being left to the king to choofe a proper place, he 
pitched upon the Aventine hill, where- the temjde was 
built, and here a(remblie$ were annually held. The laws 
to be obferved at thefe general meetings, were engrav- 
ed on a pillar of brafs, and were to be feen in Au- 
guftus's time, in the Latin tongue, but in Greek cha- 
rafters *• 

Servius was now grown old, and the ambition of Tar- 
quin, his fon-in-law, revived, in proportion as the king 
advanced in years. His wife ufed her utmoft endeavours 
to check the ra(hnef8 and fury of her bufband, and divert 
him from all criminal enterprizes, while her younger 
(ifter, a domeftic fury, was ever inftigating Arunx, who 
placed all his happinefs in a private life, to the mod vil- 
lainous attempts. Similitude of temper and manners 
formed, by degrees, a great intimacy between her and 
Tarquin At length (he propofed nothing lefsto him than 
the murder of her father, fitter, and hufband, that they 
two might wed and afcend the throne together. They ac- 
cordingly paved their way to an inceftuous marriage ; he 
by poifoning his wife, and (he her hu(band ; and then had 
the a(rurance to a(k the king's and queen's confent to thdr 
marriage. Servius and Tarquinia, though they did not 
give it, were filent, through too much indulgence to a 
daughter, in whom their only hope of pofterity was now 
placed. But thefe criminal nuptials ferved only as the 
firft ftep towards a yet greater iniquity : the wicked am- 
bition of the new-married couple firft (hewed itfelf againft 
the king ; they publicly declared that the crown belonged 
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to them ; that Scrvius was an ufurper, who, being ap- 
pointed tutor to Tarquin's grand-children, had deprived 
his pupils of their inheritance; that it was high time for 
an old man, who was but little able to fupport the weight 
of public affairs, to give place to a prince who was of a 
xnature age, and in all refpeds qualified to reign. 

The patricians, whom Servius had taken great pleafih'e Thy gam 
in humbling, were eafily gained to Tarquin's party ; and, o*uerthe 
by the help of money, many of the poorer citizens were /«"■'«*»'• 
alfo brought over to his initerefl. The king, being in- 
formed of their treafonable praAices, endeavoured to dif- 
fuade his daughter and fon-in-law from fuch proceedings, 
which might end in their ruin ; and exhorted them to wait 
for the kingdom till his death. But they, defpifing his 
counfels and paternal admonitions, refolved to lay their 
claim before the fenate ; which Servius was obliged to 
ftimmon : fo thtt the affair came to a formal procefs. 
Tarquin reproached his father-in-law with having afcend- 
cd the throne without a previous interregnum, and with 
having bought the votes of the people, and defpifed the 
fuffrages of the fenate. He then urged his right of in* Tarquin 
heritance to the crown, and the injuftice of Servius, who, lays his . 
being only his guardian, had kept poiTefEon of it, when 'J^mbi* 
he himfcif was of an age to govern. Servius anfwered, f*l/ 
that he had been lawfully elefted by the people ; and 
that, if there could be an hereditary right to the kingdom, 
the fons of Ancus had a much better title than the grand- 
fons of the late king, who muft himfelf have been ah 
ufurper. He then referred the whole to an aflembly of 
the people ; which being immediately proclaimed all over 
the city, the forum was foon filled ; and Servius harangued 
the multitude in fuch a manner as gained all their affec- 
tions* They cried out, with one voice, ** Let Servius Sentnus iV 
reign ; let him continue to make the Romans happy." ^T'^a*'^^ 
Amidd their confufcd clamours, thefe words were like- Zjg^^fJ^* 
wife heard ; '* Let Tarquin perifh ; let him die ; let us tkrtitt* 
kill him." Thefe exclamations alarmed him fo much, tha^ 
he retired to his houfe in great hafte ; while the king was 
condufted back to his palace amidft the acclamations of 
the people y. ^ 

The ill fuccefs of this attempt cooled Tarquin's ardent ^«''y»'» 
defire of reigning ; but his ambition prompted him to aft JJ^^w 
a ';ewpart. He undertook to regain the favour of his iy^/ ' 
5a:i:.i-in-iaw by careffcs, fubmidion, and proteftations of 

/•jL>:cr. Ha), lib.iv. p« i3i-'S43 Livi lib. !• cap. 46— >48. 
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a fincere reeard and afieAioh for htm $ kifomuiih that 
the king) who judged of the probity of others from his 
own heart* was fincerely reconciled to him, and tranqui-> 
lity re-eftabliflied in the royal family. But it was not long 
before Tarquin, roufed by the continual reproaches of his 
wife, began to renew his intrigues among the fenators, 
of whom he had no fooner gained a confiderable party, 
than he put in execution a (tratagem which furprifed the 
people by its novelty, and fucceeded by the boldnefs of its 
TarqumU execution : he cloathed himfelf in the royal robes, and, 
MdaU caofing the fafces to be carried before him by fome of his 
^*"'/^« . domeftics, croffcd the Roman forum, entered the temple, 
where the fenate ufed to meet, and feated himfelf on the 
throne. Such of the fenators as were of his izGtion he 
found already in their places (for he had given them pri- 
vate notice to be there early) ; and the reft being fummon* 
ed to alTemble in king TarqOin's name, made what haite 
they could to the appointed place, thinking that Servios 
was dead, fince Tarquin afTumed the title and fun£kions 
of king. When they were all afTembled, Tarquin made 
a long fpeech, reviling his father-in4aw, and repeating 
the invedives againft him which he had fo often uttered, 
calling him a il^e, an ufurper, a favourer of the popu* 
lace^ and an enemy to the fenate and patricians. When 
he was yet fpeaking, Servlus arrived, and, raflily giving 
way to the motions of his courage, without confidering 
liis ftrength, dfcw near the throne to pull Tarquin down 
from it. This ftruggle raiCed a great noife in the aflembly, 
which drew the people into the temple ; but nobody ven- 
tured to part the two rivals. Tarquin, therefore, being 
more ftrong and vigorous, feized the old man by the 
waift, and hurrying him through the temple, threw him 
down from the top of the fteps into the forum. The king, 
who was grievoufly wounded, raifed him&lf up with 
foiiie difficulty; but all his friends had abandoned him; 
onlyt^Ji'oor three of the people, touched with compaiiioni 
lent him their arms to condud him to his palace. 
Tullia's * As they were leading him on llowly, the cruel Tullia 
unheani-ef appeared in the fdrum, whither Ihe bad haftened in her 
«•»////. chariot, on the firft report of what hiad paiTed in the fe- 
nate. She found bet husband on the top of the fteps of 
the temple^ and, traafported witK joy, was the firft who* 
faluted him kingi Her example was immediately fol- 
lowed by the fenators of Tarquih's party; This unnatural 
daughter, not content to fee her father thus depofed, took 
her b'ufband afidcj and fuggefted to him| tha( ht would 

never 
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uever'bc fafe, fo lorig as the ufurper of his crown wai 
alive. Tarquin, thus Him ula ted, inftantly difpatched fome 
of his domcftics to take away the remains of the unfortu* 
nate king's life. The orders for the wicked parricide Serviusii 
were no fooner given, than Tullia mounted her charpot murdend 
again, with an air of triumph, to return home. The way h ^*^^'' 
to her houfe was thl-ough a narrow ftreet, called VicusCy* ^^f*rtsihM 
prius (E), or the Good Street. There the aflaflins had Mrw#. 
left the king's body, which was ftill panting. At this 
fight, the charioteer, ftruck with horror, checked his 
horfes, and made a flop. •* Why don't you go on ? (cried 
Tullia to him) What (lope you ?*' The charioteer, turn- 
ing about to her, " Alas ! (laid he), it is the body of the 
king your father !" At » thefe words Tullia, catching up a 
ftool that Was in the chariot, and throwing it at his head, 
** Go on, {(he cried), and don't be afraid of driving over 
a dead body." The charioteer obeyed ; the blood of the 
father is faid to have dyed the wheels of the chariot, and 
even the cloaths of the inhuman daughter ; and hence the 
ftreer was called ever after Vicus Sceleratus, the Accurfed 
or Unnatural Street. Such was the end of Servius Tul*- 
lius, after he had lived feventy-four, and reigned forty- 
four years. 

He was a prince of eminent juftice and moderation, and ^he cha- 
made Rome more formidable by a peace of twenty years, ra^er </ 
than his predeceflbrs had rendered it by a courfe of vifto- ^^rviu/, 
fies. He was beloved by the people, efteemed by the 
patricians, and perhaps would have had no enemies, if he' 
could have preferved the aiFe£iions of his own family. 
Tarquin, not fufFering his obfequies to be performed with 
the ufual pomp, left, the people migjit, on that occafion, \ 

rife up in arms, and revenge hrs death, Tarquinia con- 
veyed the body of her hufband privately by night to his 
tomb, and the night following died herfelf 5 but whether Deaf ^ of 
of grief, or by her own hands, or by the wickednefs of Tarquinia* 
Tullia, is uncertain. The veneration which the people* 
had for this king's memory feems to have placed him 
among the gods; for the flaves annually celebrated his* 
feftival in the temple of Diana Aventina, on the anniver- 
fary of his death. 

Tarquin, having thus poflefled himfelf of the throne 
by a moft wicked parricide, behaved, during the whole of 

(E) The word cyprusj ac- happy \ for this ilrcct, as the 
Wording to Varro, is an old Sa- • fame author informs us, was 
bine wqrd, figaifying good or firil inhabited b/ the Sabines. 

Vol. IX. G g hi» , 
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Yr. of Fl. bis reif^n, like t cruel and defpotic tyrant. In the very 
1S19. begmninfg of it, the furname of Proud was given fairn^ 
Ante Cbr- q^ account of his haughty difpofition* Ak he had 
V C*ft'i9. ftf^^c^^c^ ^^ throne without a previous mterregnam, and 
■' * • defpifed the fuffirages of the pe(q>le, and approbation of the 
TarpdmlL fenate» he communicated no affairs of ftate either to the 
Histy^ ienate or people. All controverfies whatfoever he de* 
^^^* cided himfelfy affifted by his intimate friends; and ba- 
oifiiedy fined, and even executed by his own authority. 
To prevent the natural confequences of his tyranny, be 
kept conftantly a ftrong guard about his per£cm, confifting 
moftly of grangers, who were ready, on all occafiona, to 
execute his pleafure* Wealth and merit became unpar« 
donable crimes* as plainly appeared in the murder of M. 
Junius, a venerable old man, the father of the famous 
Brutus, who afterwards deftroyed the regal power. This 
Junius was defcended of a noble family, and pofiefled as 
ample patrimony ; on which confiderations Tarquin tha 
elder had given him his daughter in marriage* The new 
king, to get poiTeifion of his eftate, caufed both biifi and 
.his other fon to be aflaflinated, Brutus efcapitig, by coun- 
terfeiting madnefs. The {M'incipal members of the fenate 
retireci into voluntary banifhment, to avoid the effeSs of 
the king's cruelty and avarice. The people, who had re-* 
joiced at firft to fee the fenate humbled, were, in their 
tnm, as ill treated as the fenators^ and all the laws made 
in their favour annulled. Informers were difperfed all 
over the city, to watch the words and behaviour of every 
citizen ; and the worft conftru£iion was put upon every 
thing. All aflemblies of the people^ ^ven. for diverfion 
and recreation, were prohibited botii in the city and 
country *. 
^wns a Butj as he was well apprifed • that the people would, 

firw^^par^ fooner or later, attempt to ihake off the yoke, and recover 
tyfmong their ancient privileges and freedom, he turned his thoughts 
tins to gain a ftrong party among foreigners ; and, with this 

view, married his daughter to Odavius Mamilius, a man 
H)f great intereft among the Latins. Mamilius indeed did 
bis utmoft to bring over a great many leading men of his 
country to the intereft of his father-in-law ; and his foli- 
citatiohs fUcceeded ; but the king had like to have loft 
them by his haughty behaviour : he had in vited the 
Latins to meet in a national afiembly at Ferentinum, on 
a day appointed by himfelf. The deptities came and 

» IKon. YkA. lib* if. pi a44^s4€. U Iiv« 1&. i« cap. 49* 
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iook their places in the facred grove : but as Tarqiua did 
not appear, after they had waited Come iM>ur8^ the afiem- 
bly grew impatient i and Herdonius, an enterpri&ng man, 
who hated Tarquin, took this occafion of inveighing 
againft him. His fpeech m^de no fmall impreiCon upoa 
the afTembly ; Mam ill us, ho^wever, prevailed upon them 
to adjourn the council till thf next day* Then TarqUi^ 
appeared, and' having firft made a frivolous excufe for his ^ 

abfence, acquainted the afiembly, that his hufmefs witji 
them was to demand his right of commanding the Latin 
armies, a right which he derived by inheritajnce from his 
grandfather. Upon this declaration, a profound filence 
enfued, till Herdonius, (lepping imo the midft of the 
afTembly, uttered a bitter inve£tive againft Tarquin, an4 
leprefented the fatal confequences of admitting his pro- 
pofal. Tarquin, difconcerted by the boldnefs of the ora- 
tor, 4efired that the affembly might fit again the follow- 
ing day, when he promifed to anfwer the inve£i:ives of 
Herdonius. 

In the mean time, having corrupted fome of this Latin's Histrm^ 
domeftics, he engaged them to hide a great quantity qf '^^^w 
arms in their matter's baggage. Next morning, he en- ^'^^^'tm 
tered the afTembly with an air of confidence j and after agjirw 
having told them, that the malice of Herdonius againft Hirdamus^ 
him was wholly owing to his having refufed him his 
daughter in marriage, he accufed his adverfary of having 
laid a plot to cut oS* all the depttties prefent, and to ufurp 
a tyranny over the Latin cities.- In proof of this charge^ 
he informed thjcm of the arms ciDUcealed in Herdonius's 
baggage. The accufed, knowing nothing of thofe armSf 
confented to be adjudged guilty, if, upon examination^ 
the fa£l alleged fhould be found true. . Accordingly, his 
baggage was fearched ; and the arms being found, and 
brought into the afTembly, the innocent Herdonius was im- 
mediately fentenced to be thrown into a bafon at the head 
of the fpring of Ferentinum ; where a hurdle being laid 
upon him, and ftones heaped upon it> be was prefled 
down into the water, and drowned % 

The Latins, not doubting that Herdonius was guilty of I^'^^^red 
the crime laid to his charge, looked upon Tarquin as their ^l^'r^^-^ 
deliverer, renewed the treaty made with his grandfather, *atmU$!^ 
and declared him general of the Latin armies. Not long 
after this tranfaftion, the Hernici, and two cantons of the 
Volfci, entered into an alliance with him upon the fame 

* Dion. HaL p. 247. Li v. lib. i« capi jfo^ 51* 
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terms. Tarquiii) -to fccurc the'fidelity of bis new allies, 
crcfltcd, •with their approbation, a new temple in the 
midft of them, on a hill near the ruins of Alba, which 
he confecrated to Jupiter Latialis. There the diets of the 
confederate cantons were to afiemble ; and thefe ailem- 
blies were called latia. The twenty-feventh of April was 
the day appointed for their annual meeting, and had tht 
**J. '* name of Ferix Latinx *. The Romans, as the chief mem- 
***' bers of the alliance, always prefided at the facrifices and 
deliberations. The diet conGfted of forty-feven deputies 
. from fo many cities, who formed the Latin aflbciation, 
which was afterwards the beft part of the Roman ftrength, 
and contributed more than all the reft of Italy to the con- 
queft of the worlA. 
4ff^eJfy WitK the afSftance of the Latins, Tarquin thought him- 

^h^d'ejOus* ^^^^ ^" * condition to make war upon thofe Volfci who 
the Volfiu ^^^ refufed io enter into an alliance with him ; but as he 
mndjub' could not depend upon the fidelity of the Romans, he 
duesthi blended them in the fame legions with the Latins, who, 
Mi«irf. ^jn j^jg time, had conftituted a feparate corps. The inha- 
bitants of Suefla Pometia (F), one of the moft flourifhing 
citiesof the Volfci, were the firft who felt the cfFefts of 
this new alliance. They had plundered the territories of 
their neighbours : Tarquin, laying hold of this pretence to 
begin the war, marched againft them, defeated their 
army, laid ficge to their city, and, having taken it by 
'ftorm, gave the plunder of it to his troops, rcferving only 
the tenth part of the fpoil towards the expence of finifhing 
the tenjple of Jupiter Capitolinus *. He then turned his 
*arms againft the Sabines, who had committed fome de- 
'prcdations in the Roman territories, gained two complete 
vidories over them, and made the whole Sabine nation 
tributary. Upon his return to Rome, where be tri- 
umphed twice**, he undertook to finifli the common 
fcwers and the great circus ; and having obliged the idle 
populace to work, without any other reward than that of 
a poor maintenance, foon brought to perfedion thofe two 
ftruflures which his grandfather had begun K 

b Dion. Hal. lib. iv. p. tso. - « Liv* lib. L cap. 53. 4 Fafii 
Capitol. « Dion. Hal. p. S5i. 

(Fj Dionyfius Halicamaf- another Suefla in the countir 

fenfis reckons Suefla Pometia of the Aurunci, beyond the Li- 

'among the moft wealthy cities ris. !t flood between Gora and 

of the Volfci. It was called Velitra, at a fmall diftancc 

f o^rQecia, to diftioguiih it from from thefe two cities. 
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In the mean time, many difcontented patricians, aban- His war 
doning their native country, took refuge at Gabii, a city 'with the 
of Latium, about a hundred furlongs from Rome, and P^^Pjf.^f 
prevailed upon the inhabitants to make war upon Tarquin. ^ "' 
This war lafted feven years, with various fuccefs ; during 
which time the Romans, who could neither fow nor reap, 
being afflided with a great famine^ began to murmur, 
mnd at length to demand of Tarquin, in a tumultuous 
manner, either peace or provifions. Their complaints and 
murmurs being fomented, by emiflaries fent privately 
from the exiles at Gabii, the whole city was involved in 
confufion. The people f^emed only to wait for a favour- 
able opportunity to take up arms, and drive out Tarquin, 
the caufe of all their misfortunes. The king being on 
one fide unwilling to make a fliameful peace, and appre- 
hending, on the other, a general revolt of his fubjedts, 
was at a lofs what refolution to take, and under the great- 
eft uneafinefs. But his'fon Sextus Tarquinius fouud out <rheflrata' 
an expedient, no lefs diflionourable than artful, for ex- gem fy 
tricating him out of this difficulty : he pretended to be '"fhich he 
Upon very ill terms with his father, and openly inveighed ^^^J*" 
againft him as a tyrant. In confequence of thefe invec- t/iMcitv 
lives, the king, as it had been agreed on beforehand, com- 
manded him to be publicly beaten with rods as a rebel. 
This incident was no fooner known at Gabii, than the in- 
habitants, defirous to have Sextus among them, made him 
privately great offers ) which he readily accepted, after 
they had folemnly promifed never to deliver him up to his 
father upon any pretence whatfoever. It is n6t to be ima- 
gined how agreeable Sextu^'s arrival was to the Gabini, or 
what hopes they founded on their gaining over a prince 
who was fo much valued by the Romans. From that 
time, they looked upon Rome as already reduced : and, 
indeed, the artful Sextus played his gaihe with all imagin- 
able dexterity : his public and private difcourfe turned 
upon nothing but t2^ tyranny of the king of Rome. From 
words he proceed^*^ to a£):ions. No enemy Rome ever 
bad was more a£tive : he often ravaged the Roman lands^ 
and returned to Gabii, loaded with booty. His father 
took care to facilitate his military exploits, and facrificed 
fuch foldiers and officers as he fufpe£ted, to the glory of 
his fon. 

k The reputation of Sextus being thus encreafed by the 
craft of his father, without the leaft fufpicion of any in-? 
telligence between them, the Gabini placed fo much con- 
fidence in his fidelity and valour, that they appointed him 

G g 3 commander 
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Stattm$ commander in chief of their army. His Authority being 

^arfumus now fufficiently eftaUiihed in Galni, he difpatched a fiav^ 

isa^fHmtid i(x whom be could conBde, privately to Rome» to enquire 

by thtCs, ^f jjj^ father what he (hould do. The king, not thinking 

M»^ri« fi^ ^o anfwer either in writing, or by meffage, took 

tkiif of the (lave into a garden, and there ftruck off the heads 

ikiirarvy. pf all the talleft poppiep. Then he fent back the mef- 

fcnger. Scxtus undcrftood the hi^t ; an4 haying affem- 

bled the Gabini, pretended to have difcovered a plot to 

deliver him up to his father. ' The people pre0ed him to^ 

declare the Qoofpiratprs, and extorted from bim, as it 

were, by foroc ot entreaty, the name of Antiftins Petro, 

a man whofe merit had made him the moft confiderabk 

perfon in his country. Sextus had bribed his fcrvants to 

convey among his papers fame letters from the king of 

Rome ; which being produced and read* the incemed 

multitude, without farther examination, immediately 

ironed him, and committed to Sextus the c^re of difco* 

vering his accomphces, and inAifling on them fuch pu^ 

aifhments as he mould judge proper. Thus autborifed, 

be ordered the gates of the city tg be ihut ; and, having 

ient officers into the feveral quarters of it, caufed all the 

eminent men of Gabii to be inhumanly maflacred. la 

(he midft of this defolation and oonfufion, he opened the 

gates to his father, whom he had acquainted with his de- 

fign, and put him in pofleffion pf the city. The Galuni 

£vnk into the utmoft defpair at the fight of the tyrant, 

who now had their lives, their eftates, and their liberty, 

at his difpofal. But Tarquin, on this occafioQ, confult-! 

ing good policy more than reicenge, treated them with 

great humanity, and even entered into an alliance with 

them, the articles of which were written on a fliicld, 

made of the hide of an ox facrificed on that occafion. 

This treaty was ftill to be feen at Rome in Auguftus's tiniC| 

in the temple of Jupiter Piftius^ or Sancu^ that is, the 

^ God of Fidelity ^ 

T«rji«i» .^g Xarquin was jealous even of his own children, he 

Khekil' took care to keep them at a diftance from Rome. With 
dritt. this view he left Sextus at 6abii> declaring him king of 

that city, and fent Titus and Arunx to found two ncv 
colonies, tlieone at Signia, and the other at Circseum, a 
promontory on the coaft of the Tyrrhenian fea. His 
fourth fon, Lucius Tarquiniius, was flowed' to remain in 
lUme, as>not being yet of an age to give him umbrage* 

f PioA. Hai. p. ?5|— ^S7« Liv- lib. u cap. 53—55- 
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The RomanS) bdngsiow a,ccuftomed to the yoke of an 
imperious matter, bore it with great patience, and allow- 
ed Tarquin to enjoy a profound peace. It was at this ^hehotstf 
time, that an unknown wojnan appeared at court, loaded ihiSib^^ 
with nine volumes, which Ihe offered to fell ; but de- 
manded a very conGderable price. Tarquin refufing to 
purchafe them at her rate, fiie withdrew, and burnt three 
of them. Some time after, fhe returned, and den^anded 
the fame price for the remaining fix. She was therefore 
looked upon as a mad woman, and driven away witi; 
fcom. However, after having burnt the half of them^ 
ihe ventured to return a third time, aikiqg as much for 
the remaining three as ihe had demanded for the whole 
nine. Tarquin, furprifed at the novelty of ^uch behavir 
our, caufed the books to be put into the hands of the au« 
mrs, who, finding them to be the oracles of the Sibyl of 
Cuma, declared them to be an invaluable treafure ; and 
advifed the king to buy the three at the fame pric^ which 
the woman had afked for the nine. Tarquin followed 
t)ieir advice, and the woman, having received the fum 
file demanded, ibon after difappeared, having iirft ex- 
horted the Romans to preferve her books with great care. 
Tarquin appointea two perfons of diftin£tion, ftyled 
duumviri, to be guardians of them (G) ; and ordered 
them to be locked up in a vault, under the temple of Ju* 
piter Capitolinus, as foon as that building was finilhed : 

(G) Thefe officerB were af- whatever thev thought com- 
terwards encreafed to ten, and manded by the books of the 
then to fifteen ; and, as their Sibyls. They alio prefided 
numbers encreafed, were call- over the facrifKes, and public 
ed decemviri, quindecimviri, fpons, which they appointed 
iacris faciundi^. It was their to appeafe the wrath of hea- 
buiinefs to confult the Sibyl- ven. And laftly, they order- 
line books, when the fenate ed every thipg that related to 
thought proper. Butrecourie the liidi feculares. Their of* * 
was never had to them, unlefs fice was for life, and they were 
the republic was under, or exempted from taxes, and from 
threatened with fome great ca-' all civil and military employ* 
lamity : as when a dangerous ments. This magiuracy con* 
fedition was like to break out, tinued at Rome from the time 
when the Roman armies bad of Tarquin the Proud to the 
been defeated, or when any of reign of^the emperor Theodo- 
thofe prodigies appeared which fius, when this and many other 
were thought fatal to Rome, ancient fuperftitions were en- 
Then the duumviri had the tirely abolifhed. 
care of putting in execution 

G g 4 there 
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there they remained till they were burnt with the tembre* 
itfelf«. 
Tki temp/0 Borne ftill continuing to enjoy peace, though the peo* 
•^ ^ffil^'' pie were as much difcontented as ever^ Tarquin, in order 
• ^''/^•^•**- to keep them employed, undertook the flnifiiing of the 
■I temple of the Capitol, which his grandfather had begun. 

V He hired, for this purpofe, architects and ikilful work- 

men out of Hetrurk, ,and obliged his own fubje&s to 
; perform the laborious part, in which only they could be 

; Serviceable. This temple, which was dedicated to Jupiter 

.' , Capttolinus, ftood on the top of the hill Tarpeius, which 

• . bad lately been inclofed within the city wall. As the 

■ -/workmen were digging the foundations of the temple of 
\;^ Jupiter, they arc faid to have found, very deep in the 
v;' €arth, the head of a map, whofe features were preferved 
; ' / entire, and the blood as red and frefti as if it had been 

but newly ihed : hence the place acquired the new name of 

'r Capitol. The Romans, looking upon this as a prodigy, 

* ^' confulted the augurs, who declared it to prelage, that 

-" ; Rome would, in procefs of time, become the miftrefs and 

y.^ headof Italy (H). This interpretatfon encouraged Tar- 

:,^rL**' quin to fpare no pains nor expence in raifing a ftrufture to 

the honour of thofe gods who were the authors of fo glo- 
rious a dcftiny. Accordingly the foundations were laid, 
'and the temple was built in a moft (lately manner. It 
ftood upon eight acres of ground ; was two hundred feet 
broad, and about two hundred and fifteen long. The 
front of this magnificent ftrufture was to the foutfa, facing 
the hill Palatinus, and the Forum Romanum. A hun- 
dred fteps led up to it from the forum, which were divided 
at certain diftances by large landing-places. ^Fhis front 
^ ^onfifled of three rows'of columns, and the two fides of 
the temple were adorned with a periftyle, confiding of a 
double row of pillars. It was in after-agesHurnt down 
more than once (I) ; but the Romans always rebuilt it, 

ftill 
sDion. Hal. p. 256, 260. Varro apud Laf^ant. - 

" (H) Arnobius tells us (i), Tarpeius was called Capitol, 

that the name of the man to becaufe it was the capital or 

uhotii this head belonged, was chief fortrels in Rome. 
Tolusj fo that the word Capi- (I) It was burnt in Sylla's 

to! is, according to him, com- time by the negligence of thofc 

pounded of caput and Tolus, who kept it ; but Sylla rebuilt 

piYitx writers fay, that the hill it io a more magnificent man- 

(i) Arnob, contra Gentes, lib. vi* 
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ftUl preferving the fame proportions. The whole arch of 
this prodigious building was gilt both within and with- 
out (K). It contained three chapels, or rather three tem- 
ples, under the fame roof, one dedicated to Jupiter, an- 
other to Juno, and the third to Minerva (L). As this was 
a religious undertaking, the Romans affided Tarq^in in 
carrying it on, with more chearfulnefs than ufual 5 but the 
honour of putting the laft hand to this uately work was re- 
ferved for a Roman conful in the time of the republic*'. 

While Tarquin and the Romans were thus employed,' Tar^um 
a plague breaking out at Rome, the king fent his two fons, fi^^ ^'* 
Titus and Arunx, to confult the oracle of Delphi on ^j/^/^. 
the caufe and cure of the contagion. The princes pre* ^^^ ^^ ^^Ji 
pared magnificent prefents for Apollo ; and Junius Brutus, juJt the 
who was to attend them for their amufemenr, refolved to Oracle of 
carry his ofFeripg alfo. He was the fon of that venerable *'<^^'* 
patrician whom Tarquin had caufed to^be murdered in the 
beginning of his reign; and had long appeared as an 
idiot at court, whence he was known by the name of 
Brutus. His afFe£led follies had fomething inexpreffibly 
amuGng in them, and he knew.how to make ufe of them 
at proper times, and fupprefs them when unfcafonable. ' 
He had been brought up, ever fince his father's death, in 
the king's palace, with the princes his coufinS, who were 
greatly diverted with his facetious fallies. /Theprefcnt he 
chofe for the god was an elder-ftick ; which afforded mat- 
ter of diverfion for the whole court. However, not being 
ignorant that the gods of thofe times, or their miniders, 

k Dion. Hal, lib. iv. p. 257— »59. Liv. lib. i. cap 55. 

aer. It was burnt a fecond , thoufand talents ; a fum which 

time in the reign ofVitelliu«, .exceeds all belief. The gates 

and repaired by Vefpafian. It of the temple were of brafs, 

VmderWent the fame misfortune covered with large plates of 

under Titus, and was rebuilt gold. The infide o^ the tem- 

by Domitian, but always on pie, and the columns which 

the old foundations of Tarquin. fupported it, were all of hiarble. 

(K) The gilding of the whole (L) The infide of the rem- ' 

arch of the tcnjiple of Jupiter pie was divided into three parts 

Capitolidus, was a work un-* by two rows of polumns, which 

d'ertaken by the Romans, as made the nave, and the two 

Pliny informs (2), after the ailes. The nave formed the 

deilru6tion of Carthage. This chapel of Jupiter, and the two 

undertaking, if Plutarch is to ailes the chapels of Juno and 

be credited (3), coft twelve Minerva. 

, (s) Plin. lib. xxxiu. (3) Flat, in oaav. 

were 
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Were inioenced by the vsdiie of tlie prcfenUj he bad die 
precaution to inclofe a rod of gold in his (Uck, without 
any perfon's knowkge. This was a true fynbol of his aws 
mind and condufl \ for he concealed t^ie moft valuaUe 
gifts of nature under a contemptible outfide. AU things-^ 
being prepared, they fet out for Delphi ; and the young 
princes having executed their father's commands, enquired 
of the oracle, which of them fliould be .king of Rome. 
The god anfwered, that the government of Rome waf 
xtferved for him who ihould iirft Icifs his mother; a re- 
fponfe, which the princes mifunderftanding, agreed to 
falute their mother at the fame infant together, and reign 
jpintly. But Brutus, knowing the meaning of the oradci 
as foon as they arrived in Italy, pretended to fall down by 
chance, and kiiTed the earth, the conmiOQ mother of aj| 
qiankiod ^ 
thijiegi 9/ The two princes, pn their return to RomCj found the 
Ardea. city in great commotion, 09 account of the -^zx which 
the king had declared ^ainft the Rutuli, under pretence 
that they had entertained fome Roman exilesi- He had 
already invefted Ardea, their metropolis, which ky £x^ 
teen miles fouth-eaft of Rome. While the Romans lay 
before this place, the officers ufed to make mutual enter- 
tainments in their quarters. One day, when Sextus Tar« 
quinius entertained his brothers, and his kinfman Colla- 
tirius, the converfation happened to tgrn upon the merit 
of their wives, every one extolling the good qi^alitief 
of his own. This difcourfe oc^^afibned a difpute ; and, 
in order to end it, they agrced'ib mount their horfes and 
furprife their wives. She whom they ihould find employ- 
ed in the manner moft agreeable to her fcx, was, by com- 
mon confent, to have the preference. Away tlieftfere 
tliey polled firft to Rome, where they found the king's 
daughters-in-law fpending their time in feafting and di- 
yerfions. From Rome they haftened to Collatia, where- 
ihey found Lucretia, the wife of Collatinus, in the midft 
/ of her maids, fpinning and working in wool, though the 

pight ^as far advanced before their arrival. They there- 
JFore unanimoufly gave her the preference ; and, after hav- 
ing been entertained at her houfe, returned next day to 
the camp before Ardea ^. 
Th r ht»f Sextus, captivated with her beauty, found a pretence to 
Lucretia* return very loon to Collatia, where he was received by 

1 Dion. Hal. ibid. p. aS^., 265. Liv.ibid. cap. 56. kDiom 

Hal. p. 161—277. Liv. lib. i. cap. 56— 6o« 

Lucretia, 
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Lucretia» in her hufband's abfence, with great civility and 
i;efpe£l. At midnight he found means to convey himfelf 
into her bedchamber, approached lier bed with his iirawn 
iyioxA^ and, laying his band on her breaft, threatened her 
with prefent death, ihould (he refufe to gratify his guilty 
paflioii. Lucretia awaking, and feeing death lb near, 
was ill the greateft confuGon imaginable, while -Sextus^ 
endeavoured by entreaties, mixed with menaces, to ob- 
tain her compliance. But when h^ found, that all his 
eloquence proved inefFeftual,' and that even the fear of 
death could not prevail uppn her to confent, he threaten- 
ed her with ignominy, telling her, that if fhe wpuld not 
yield to his defires, he would firft kill her, then lay one 
of her flaves dead by her fide^ and declare, that he had 
only revenged the injured honour of Cotlatinus. Tb« 
dread of infamy furmounted every other confideration in 
the breaft of Lucretia \ and Sextus, having obtained his 
wiihes, returned early next morning to the camp. Lu-*» 
cretia, not being able to endure the thoughts of life after 
the violation fhe had fufFered, wrote to her hufband to 
meet her at her father^s houfe ; and then repaired to 
Rome. With her father Lucretius came Publius Vale- 
rius, afterwards Poplicola, and her hufband was acconv* 
pani^d by Lucius Junius Brutus, and many other Ro« 
mans of diftin£lion ; for Lucretia had acquainted them, 
that fhe had an affair of the utmoft confequence to impart. 

When her friends were thus afTembled, fhe difclofed in Her dtati^ 
few words the whole tranfafiion, declared her firm refo- 
lution not to outlive the lofs of her honour j and conjur- 
ed them not to let the crime of Qextus Tarquinius go un- 
punifhed. They endeavoured fo comfort her, obferving, 
that there could be no guilt where the heart was inno- 
cent : but the Roman heroine, embracing her father and 
hufband with a flood of tears, plunged a dagger, which 
ihe had concealed under her garment, into her breafl, 
and fell dead at their feet '. While fo tragical a fight frutus #«•... 
filled the fpe£lators with grief and confternation, Brutus courses 
drew near the body of Lucretia, and, fnatching the poig- ^^ •"''*" 
nard out of her bofom, told her relations, that tears and JJJ^J*/]!" 
lamentations could never be heard, whilfl vengeance cried dtath* 
fo loud. Then, raifing the poignard, 5' I fwear, (faid he), 
by this blood, which was once fo pure, and which no- 
thing but the deteilable villany of Tarquin could have 

1 Dion. Hal. & Liv. ibid. 
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polluted, that I will purfue Lucius Tarquinius the Proud^ 
his wicked wife* and their children, with fire and fword ; 
nor will ever fuScr any of that family, or any other what- 
foever, to reign at Rome. Ye gods, I call you to witnefs 
this my oath r' At thefe wor^s he prefented the dagger 
to Collatinus, Lucretius, Valerius, and the reft .of the 
company \ who forthwith engaged in the fame folemn 
obligation. Thefe noble Romans, furprifed at the fud- 
den and unexpected change in the demeanor of Brutus^ 
believed him infpired, and gave themfelves entirely up to 
his counfels. He then let them know, that his folly had 
been feigned, exhorted them to revenge the death of Lu- 
cretia, and encouraged them to (hake off the ibameful 
yoke under which they had fo long groaned. Finding 
them all refolved to fubmit to his condud:, and take what 
meafures he fhould judge moft proper for the execution of 
the defign, he commanded the gates to be (hut, that all 
might be kept fecret from Tarquin till fuch time as the 
people (hould be afiembled, the dead body expofed, and 
a public decree paffed for bani(hingthe king. The fenate 
being afTembled, not one member oppofed the bani(hment 
of Tarquin ; but as they were divided in their opinions with 
refpeft to the new form of government, Brutus rcprefented 
to them the abfolutc neceffity of coming to a fpeedy refo- 
lution, demoiiftrating, that as the regal power was notcon- 
fiftent with the fecurity of the ftate, and fafety of the peo- 
pie, it ought not to be trufted with one man ; he, therefore, 
propofcd that two (hould be chofen to govern with equal 
authority and power. Then, becaufe names alone gave 
fome perfons offence, he advifed them to change the name 
of Kingdom for that of Commonwealth, and, inftead of 
the title of King and Monaich, to give thofe who (liould 
govern, fome more modeft and popular denomination. 
He added, that the only expedient to keep thefe magi- 
ftrates in awe, would be to prevent their perpetual power \ 
and that, if they were annual, after the manner of 
Athens, they might learn both how to obey, and how 
to command. Laftly, that the name of King might not 
be wholly loft, he propofed giving it to one who (hould 
be charged with the care of religious matters, and be 
called Rex Sacrorum (M);' that the employment (hould 

be 



(M) Dion)r(ius Halicarnaf- 
fcnfis gives us the following ac- 
•ouut of this ioflitution ; be* 



caufe the king, (fays he) » had 
in a great many refpe^ls been 
ferviceable to the ftate, the 

comixkom 
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be for life, and attended with immunity from warfare ; but 
•hat the rex facrorum {hould only concern himfelf with 
thofe religious rites which the king had charge of before. 
The particulars of this fpeech were approved of by the 
fenate 5 and a decree was immediately iflued for banifhing 
the king, ttnd all his pofterity". 

Brutus, having thus gained the fenate, caufed the yet Stirs uptkg 
bleeding Lucretia to be carried to the place where the P'opUa- 
comitia were ufually held ; and, placing the dead body ^^'^ ^'•^ 
where it might be feen by all, he ordered the people to be 
called together. When the multitude were aflcmbled, he 
began his fpeech to them by explaining the myftery of 
his paft conduft, and the neceffity he had been under, 
for more thah twenty years, of counterfeiting folly, 
as the only means of preferving his life, after the murder 
of his father and elder brother. Then he proceeded to 
acquaint them with the refolution the patricians had taken 
to depofe the tyrant ; and prelTcd them, in the ftrongeft 
terms, to concur in that defign. He enumerated the 
many crimes which had rendered Tarquin odious to his 
fubjefts ; he obferved, that he had poifoned his own bro- 
ther and wife, murdered his lawful fovereign, and fiWH 

V Liv- lib. i. cap. 58, 59* ' 

•ommonvvealth thou^t it very merly fo odious to the people, 
proper always to preferve the (hould flill, in fome meafure, 
n^me of king in the city, prove prejudicial to their li- 
Upon this account they order- berty (2). .His wife was call- 
ed the augurs and ppntifices to ed queen, and was one of the 
choofe a fit perfon, who fhould chief prieftefles,* None but 
engage never to meddle with patricians were admitted to this 
civil affairs, but devote himfelf dignity. The rex facrorum 
wholly to the care of the pub- ^was always chofen in the co- 
lie worfhip, and to the cere- raitia of the people alTembled 
monies of religion, with the in the Campus Marti us by cen« 
title of Rex Sacrorum (i). turies. As he was not allowed 
Livy informs us, that this dig- to have any concern in civil afv 
nity was inferior to that of pon- fairs, when the ufual facrificoa 
tifex maximus, the eflablifliers before the eled^ing of magi- 
of the commonwealth having ftrates or generals were over^ 
made the rex facrorum but a he was obliged to withdraw, 
fubordinate officer, ^ven in af- So jealous were the Romans 
fairs of religion, left the name even of the Hiadow, of a 
•fking, which had been for- king. 

^1) OioA. Hal. lib. t; Antiquit. (a) L!v. lib. vi. 
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the common-fewers with the bodies of the oobilitjr ; that 
he afcended the throne as an uforper, and continued on 
it as a tyrant ; treacherous to his beft friends, and inhu- 
man to all his fubjeAs ; that his three fons were as tyran-* 
nical as bimfelfj efpecially the elder, of which they had 
a difmal inftance before their eyes ; that fince the king 
was abfent, and che patricians were refolded to (hake off 
the yoke, neither naen, money, nor foreign aid, fhould 
be wanting, if the people were not deficient in courage. 
He urged, at the end of his fpeech, that it was fliameful 
in them to think of commanding the Volfci, the Sabines, 
and other nations abroad, while they were ilaves at home$ 
and to maintain fo many wars, in order to gratify the 
ambition of a tyrant, .while they had not courage enough 
to undertake one for their own liberty. As for the ^rmy 
before Ardea, he told them, that he' did not doubt but 
they would readily join in whatever (hould be agreed on i|t 
the city ". 

The multitude, tranfported With joy at the thoughts of 
liberty, fignified their confent with loud acclamations, 
and called for arms. But Brutus did not think fit to arm 
the people, till they bad confirmed by their fufinges thfc 
decree of the fenate, for banifhing Tarquin. This de- 
eree deprived him of all the prerogatives belonging to the 
regal authority, condemned him, and all his pofterity, to 
perpetual banifliment, and devoted to the infernal gods 
every Roman who fhould, by any means, attempt his 
reftoration. The curise being aflembled, and the decree 
propofed, they were unanimous in confirming it. The 
adminiftration being now reduced to an interregnum, 
Lucretius was, by che fuffrages of the people, declared 
interrex ; fo that it was his bufinefs to prepare every thing 
for the etedion of the new magiftrates. He therefore 
called the people together once, more, not by curiae, but 
by centuries ; and direded them to come armed into the 
Campus Maitius, in order to ele£fc their new governors, 
who, according to the plan of government propofed by 
Brutus, and approved by the people, were to be called 
Cpnfuls (N). The interrex propofed to the people Junius 

^ Liv. Dion. Hal« 3>id» 

(N) Pomponius the civilian word cmfuUreyZ^ fignifyini^ 
|i of opinion, that the name to watch for the pubHc good, 
of coi&iul was takeo from the Varro derives itfromjthe fame 
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Brutu$» the feead of the confjMracy, and Tarquiniue Col* Junius 
iatiaus, the bafband of Lucrctia, who were unanimoitily^ Brutus and 
clefted to the new dignity, and proclaimed confuls. In ^''J^«/'"«^ 
the mean time, Tarquin, being informed by fome who prodaimid 
hatl quitted the city before the gates were fliut, that Bru* cgnfuls. 
tus was raifing cdmmotions to his prejudice^ haftened to 
Rome, attended only by hi$ fons, and a fmall number of 
his moft trufty friisnds $ for be was little apprehenfive of 
a confpiracy direded by one whom he defptfed as all 
idiot: but finding, to his great furpriz«, the gates ihut^ 
und the people in afihs upon the walls, be returned, witk 
aU poiTtble expeditioni to the camp. There the army^ 
during his fbort abfence^ h^d been gained over by the 
eonfpirators ^ their party. Livy tells us, that Brutus 
went in perfoh to the camp; and that he arrived before 
Ardea at the fame time that Tarquin appeared at the 
gates of Home. Others fay, that the new confuls fent 

* 

word, but in a differeot ligt^i- us, that on the days of their 
fication ; to wit, as importing triumphs, in the public fports, 
io confult^ or ajk counfel^ be- and at folenm facrifices, they 
caufe the intent of thofe who wore a crown of gold, an ivory 
firft indituted the confuls, was, flaff, or fceptre, and a habit 
that they fliould do nothing ftriped with purple, as the 
without the advice of the peo- kings did (1). Valerius Max- 
pie and fenate. The law which imus (2) tells us, that they re« 
placed them at the head of the tained at firA as many lidtors 
republic, calls them praetors as the kings ; to wit, twenty- 
and judges. We have this law four : he adds, that the con- 
flill remaining, as quoted by fubPoplicola reduced them to 
Tully, in the third book of twelve. - But each conful was 
laws. When it was made in vHOt attended by twelve lidtors, 
the comitia, which changed neither did they divide them 
the monarchy into a republic, . fo as to have fix a-piece ; they 
it was couched in the follow- were only guarded by twelve 
ing wordi5 : •* Reges imperio li6lors alternately, each in his 
duofunto, iique praeeundo,ju- month. This ceremonial be- 
dicando, & confulendo, prse- gan with the two firft confuls ; 
tores, judices, confuies, appel- the conful who. was the oldeft^ 
lantor. Militias fummum jus or had moil children, or moft 
habento. Nemini parento. Ol- fuffrages for the confulfhip,, 
lis falus populi fumma lex had the lidtors the firft month, 
cfto." The confuls were al- Brutus was attended with the 
lowed the common uie of the fafces before his colleague Col- 
fceptre, crown, and a habit of latinus* 
diftin6):ion. But Livy aiTures 

(i) Liv. lib. XXX. (2} Val. Max. lib. xii.' 

letters 
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letters to the camp, giving an- account of the refblations 
taken at Rome, and exhorting the troops to fli^Jce ofF the 
tyrannical yoke. However that be, it is certain, that, 
before Tarquin returned, the foidiers had been convened 
by centuries, and unanimoufly agreed to receive the de- 
cree pafled in the city ; fo that, when Tarqnin returned^ 
^arqutn - they refufed hira admittance. TTic tyrant, being thus 
mbaadomd \jrjyen from.his capital, and abandoned by his troops, was 
Mrmw forced, at the age of feventy-fix, toily with his wife and 

children to Gabii, or, as Livy will have it, to Cxre, in 
Hetruria. Titus Herminius and Marcus Horatius, who 
jcommanded the army under Tarquin^ made a truce with 
the Rutuli for fifteen years ; and halving raifed the fiege 
of Ardea, returned to Rome with all their forces *. Thus 
ended the regal ftate off Rome, .two hundred and forty- 
two years,, aqcording to, the 'common computation, after 
the building of the .city; and a new form of government 
i wa^ introduced, which, without any confiderable -altera- 
tion, fubfifted till the times of the emperors. 

* Dion. Hal. & Li v. ubi fapra. 

L' •.'•>-* \^' 

' T:> 4, '-^ v" * -»? \, 



END OF THE t? I N T H V O L U M R 



> 



♦ » 



.* 



."* 



./ 



*>i 



» t 



1 ft 



9^ 






* 



.* # 






»-• 



1 



w .-• 



J 



*. 



*. 



'^A'* 



* ^ 



• • 




